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THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Reverend Peter Plagge of
Waterbury.

Bills Introduced

Senate bills of the following titles were severally introduced, read the first
time and referred:

S. 140.

By Senators Vyhovsky, Gulick, Ram Hinsdale and Watson,

An act relating to implementing second look sentencing and compassionate
release.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

S. 141.

By Senators White and Clarkson,

An act relating to prohibiting possession of firearms and dangerous
weapons in State buildings.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

S. 142.

By Senators Harrison, Gulick, Hardy, Hashim and Weeks,

An act relating to a pathway to licensure for internationally trained
physicians and medical graduates.

To the Committee on Health and Welfare.

S. 143.

By Senator Baruth,

An act relating to expanding the membership and duties of the Advisory
Council on Harassment, Hazing, and Bullying Prevention in Schools.

To the Committee on Education.
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Bill Referred

House bill of the following title was read the first time and referred:

H. 494.

An act relating to capital construction and State bonding.

To the Committee on Institutions.

Bill Passed in Concurrence; Rules Suspended; Bill Messaged;
Bill Delivered

H. 489.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to fiscal year 2025 budget adjustments.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Beck, moved that the
Senate further propose to the House to amend the bill by striking out Sec. 88,
amending 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 113, Sec. E.321, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 88 to read as follows:

Sec. 88. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 113, Sec. E.321 is amended to read:

Sec. E.321 GENERAL ASSISTANCE EMERGENCY HOUSING

* * *

(b)(1) General Assistance Emergency Housing shall be provided in a
community-based shelter whenever possible. If there is inadequate
community-based shelter space available within the Agency of Human
Services district in which the household presents itself, the household shall be
provided emergency housing in a hotel or motel within the district, if
available, until adequate community-based shelter space becomes available in
the district. The utilization of hotel and motel rooms pursuant to this
subdivision shall be capped at 1,100 rooms per night between September 15,
2024 through November 30, 2024 and between April 1, 2025 through June 30,
2025.

(2) The maximum number of days that an eligible household receives
emergency housing in a hotel or motel under this section, per 12-month period,
shall not exceed 80 days.

(3) The Department shall provide emergency winter housing to
households meeting the eligibility criteria in subsection (a) of this section
between December 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025. The Department shall
provide emergency winter housing to households meeting the priority
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eligibility criteria defined in subsection (l) of this section between April 1,
2025 and June 30, 2025. Households meeting the priority eligibility criteria
between April 1, 2025 and June 30, 2025 shall be prioritized ahead of
households meeting only the eligibility criteria in subsection (a) of this section
and who have remaining days on their fiscal year 2025 allocation for
emergency housing. Emergency housing in a hotel or motel provided pursuant
to this subdivision shall not count toward the maximum days of eligibility per
12-month period provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection.

* * *

(l) As used in this section:

* * *

(3) “Priority eligibility criteria” means:

(A) the household was housed in a hotel or motel room pursuant to
this section on March 31, 2025;

(B) where applicable, the Department has determined there is
sufficient medical evidence and documentation that a household member has a
medical condition listed in subdivisions (C)(ii) through (vi) of this subsection
(l); and

(C) the household has a member who meets one of the following:

(i) is a child 19 years of age or under;

(ii) meets the Medicare definition of “homebound” as defined in
42 C.F.R. § 405.2416(d);

(iii) requires a lifesaving device that requires access to electricity;

(iv) is in active cancer treatment or treatment for severe kidney
disease or renal disease, or has severe liver or heart conditions;

(v) is actively receiving Medicaid-eligible or Medicare-eligible
“home-based nursing services”; or

(vi) is in the third trimester of pregnancy or who will enter the
third trimester of pregnancy between April 1, 2025 and June 30, 2025.

Which was disagreed to, on a roll call, Yeas 14, Nays 16.

Senator Hardy, having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Beck, Brennan,
Brock, Chittenden, Collamore, Douglass, Hart, Heffernan, Ingalls, Mattos,
Norris, Weeks, Westman, Williams.
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Those Senators who voted in the negative were: Baruth, Bongartz,
Clarkson, Cummings, Gulick, Hardy, Harrison, Hashim, Lyons, Major,
Perchlik, Plunkett, Ram Hinsdale, Vyhovsky, Watson, White.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence, on a
roll call, Yeas 17, Nays 13.

Senator Beck, having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and are
as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Baruth, Bongartz,
Chittenden, Clarkson, Cummings, Gulick, Hardy, Harrison, Hashim, Lyons,
Major, Perchlik, Plunkett, Ram Hinsdale, Vyhovsky, Watson, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: Beck, Brennan, Brock,
Collamore, Douglass, Hart, Heffernan, Ingalls, Mattos, Norris, Weeks,
Westman, Williams.

Thereupon, on motion of Senator Baruth, the rules were suspended and the
bill was ordered messaged to the House forthwith.

Thereupon, Senator Baruth moved that pursuant to Joint Rule 15, the bill be
ordered to the Governor.

Which was agreed to.

Message from the House No. 38

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed a House bill of the following title:

H. 91. An act relating to the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Responsive Transition to Housing Program.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 20. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment on April 4,
2025.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.
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Adjournment

On motion of Senator Baruth, the Senate adjourned until eleven o’clock and
thirty minutes in the forenoon on Friday, April 4, 2025.


