Journal of the House

Wednesday, May 7, 2025
At one o'clock in the afternoon, the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by former Rep. Peter Anthony of
Barre City.

House Bill Introduced
H. 515
By Rep. White of Bethel,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to in-state tuition for non-Vermont residents who do not
have access to DEI programming in their home state public postsecondary
institutions

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.
Joint Senate Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 25
By Senator Baruth,

J.R.S. 25. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment on May 9,
2025.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, May 9, 2025, it be to meet
again no later than Tuesday, May 13, 2025.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.
Third Reading; Bill Passed
H. 504
House bill, entitled

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the City of
Rutland

Was taken up, read the third time, and passed.
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Third Reading;
Bills Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

Senate bills of the following titles were severally taken up, read the third
time, and passed in concurrence with proposal of amendment:

S. 51

Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to the Vermont unpaid caregiver tax credit
S. 56

Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to creating an Office of New Americans

Second Reading; Proposal of Amendment Agreed to;
Third Reading Ordered

S. 87

Rep. Goslant of Northfield, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which had
been referred Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to extradition procedures

Reported in favor of its passage in concurrence with proposal of
amendment by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 4955 is amended to read:
§ 4955. COMMITMENT TO AWAIT EXTRADITION; BAIL

If upon examination it appears that the person held is the person charged
with having committed the crime alleged and that the person probably
committed the crime, and, except in cases arising under section 4946 of this
title, that the person has fled from justice, the judge or magistrate shall commit
the person to jail by a warrant, reciting the accusation, for such a time, not
exceeding 30 90 days, to be specified in the warrant as will enable the arrest of
the accused to be made under a warrant of the Governor on a requisition of the
executive authority of the state having jurisdiction of the offense, unless the
accused give bail as provided in section 4956 of this title, or until the person
shall be legally discharged. On request of the state, the hearing may be
continued for up to three werking business days, only for the purpose of
determining whether the person probably committed the crime. Findings
under this section may be based upon hearsay evidence or upon copies of
affidavits, whether certified or not, made outside this State. It shall be
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sufficient for a finding that a person probably committed the crime that there is
a current grand jury indictment from another state.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 4957 is amended to read:
§ 4957. EXTENDING TIME OF COMMITMENT

If the accused is not arrested under warrant of the Governor by the
expiration of the time specified in the warrant, bond, or undertaking, such
judge may discharge him-er-her or may recommit him-erher the accused for a
further period not to exceed 60 30 days, or may again take bail for his-erher
the accused’s appearance and surrender as provided in section 4956 of this
title, but within a period not to exceed 60 30 days after the date of such new
bond.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 4967 is amended to read:
§ 4967. WRITTEN WAIVER OF EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS

(a)(1) Any person arrested in this State charged with having committed any
crime in another state or alleged to have escaped from confinement; or broken
the terms of his-er-her bail, probation, or parole may waive the issuance and
service of the warrant provided for in sections 4947 and 4948 of this title and
all other procedure incidental to extradition proceedings, by executing or
subscribing in the presence of a judge of any court of record within this State a
writing that states that he-er-she the person consents to return to the demanding
state; provided, however, before sueh the waiver shall-be is executed or
subscribed by sueh the person it-shall-be-the-duty—ef-sueh, the judge te shall
inform sueh the person of his-er-her the rights right to the issuance and service
of a warrant of extradition and the right to obtain a writ of habeas corpus as
provided for in section 4950 of this title.

(2) If the person previously signed an authenticated waiver of
extradition to the demanding state, the waiver shall be presumed valid. If the
person contests the validity of the previously signed waiver, the person bears
the burden of proving that the waiver is not valid. If the court finds that the
waiver is valid, it may proceed as if the person had consented to return to the

demanding state in accordance with subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(b) If and when such consent has been duly executed, it shall forthwith be
forwarded to the office of the Governor of this State and filed therein. The
judge shall direct the officer having such person in custody to deliver forthwith
such person to the duly accredited agent or agents of the demanding state; and
shall deliver or cause to be delivered to such agent or agents a copy of such
consent; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall be deemed to
limit the rights of the accused person to return voluntarily and without
formality to the demanding state, nor shall this waiver procedure be deemed to
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be an exclusive procedure or to limit the powers, rights, or duties of the
officers of the demanding state or of this State.

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 5043 is amended to read:
§ 5043. HEARING, COMMITMENT, DISCHARGE

(a) If an arrest is made in this State by an officer of another state in
accordance with the provisions of section 5042 of this title, he-or-she-shall the
officer, without unnecessary delay, shall take the person arrested before a
Superior judge of the unit in which the arrest was made, who shall conduct a
hearing for the purpose of determining the lawfulness of the arrest.

(b) If the judge determines that the arrest was lawful, he-er-she the judge
shall commit the person arrested to await for areasonable-time the issuance of
an extradition warrant by the Governor of this State within 90 days or admit
such person to bail pending the issuance of such warrant. The judge shall
consider the issuance of a judicial warrant for the arrest of the person who has

fled justice to Vermont from another state when determining the risk of flight
from prosecution.

(c) If the judge determines that the arrest was unlawful, he-er-she the judge
shall discharge the person arrested.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage and shall apply prospectively and not
affect extraditions in process at the time of enactment.

The bill, having appeared on the Notice Calendar, was taken up, read the
second time, the report of the Committee on Judiciary agreed to, and third
reading ordered.

Favorable Report; Second Reading; Third Reading Ordered
S. 44

Rep. Arsenault of Williston, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which had
been referred Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorization to enter into certain immigration
agreements

Reported in favor of its passage in concurrence.

The bill, having appeared on the Notice Calendar, was taken up, read the
second time, and third reading ordered.
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Ceremonial Reading
H.C.R. 126

Offered by Representatives Marcotte of Coventry, Bishop of Colchester,
Bosch of Clarendon, Boutin of Barre City, Carris-Duncan of Whitingham,
Cole of Hartford, Cooper of Pownal, Donahue of Northfield, Duke of
Burlington, Eastes of Guilford, Garofano of Essex, Graning of Jericho,
Maguire of Rutland City, McGill of Bridport, Micklus of Milton, Nielsen of
Brandon, Noyes of Wolcott, Olson of Starksboro, Priestley of Bradford, White
of Bethel, and Wood of Waterbury

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2024 Spirit of the ADA
Award winners

Whereas, the State of Vermont is strongly committed to providing equal
opportunities for all individuals regardless of disability, age, color, gender,
national origin, race, religion, or sexual orientation, and

Whereas, when Vermonters of all abilities are afforded the opportunity to
contribute their personal gifts, skills, and talents to the workforce, there is an
enduring benefit for all from individual, collective, and economic
perspectives, and

Whereas, annually, the Governor’s Committee on the Employment of
People with Disabilities honors selected businesses and nonprofit organizations
that epitomize the spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act as recipients of
the Spirit of the ADA Award, and

Whereas, the criteria for a Vermont business or nonprofit organization to be
selected for this special award are creating an accessibility recruitment and
hiring process, incorporating on-the-job accommodations for employees,
offering accessible physical structures to ensure success for all employees, and
implementing an overall employment strategy that includes the hiring of
individuals with disabilities, and

Whereas, the 2024 Spirit of the ADA Award winners and their home
communities are Worth Repeating (Saint Albans), Butterfly Bakery (Barre),
Onion River Animal Hospital (Berlin), VINE Sanctuary (Springfield),
Bradford Hannaford (Bradford), Club Demonstration Services (Colchester),
Lamoille Valley Veterinary Services (Hyde Park), Shaw’s Supermarket
(Manchester Center), WheelPad L3C (Wilmington), Windsor County Youth
Services (Proctorsville), and Rhino Foods (Burlington), and

Whereas, Rhino Foods was especially honored as the 2024 recipient of the
David Sagi Memorial Spirit of the ADA Award, and
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Whereas, each of these award recipients deserves special recognition for
their active participation in the employment of Vermonters with disabilities,
now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly congratulates the 2024 Spirit of the ADA
Award winners, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to each Spirit of the ADA Award recipient and to the Governor’s
Committee on the Employment of People with Disabilities.

Having been adopted in concurrence on Friday, May 2, 2025 in accord with
Joint Rule 16b, was read.

Joint Public Pension Oversight Committee Appointments

Pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 1001, the Speaker appointed of the following
members to the Joint Public Pension Oversight Committee:

Rep. Kornheiser of Brattleboro
Rep. Birong of Vergennes
Rep. Dickinson of St. Albans Town
Petroleum Cleanup Fund Advisory Committee Appointment

Pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 1941(f), the Speaker appointed the following
member to the Petroleum Cleanup Fund Advisory Committee:

Rep. Marcotte of Coventry

Message from the Senate No. 53

A message was received from the Senate by Ms. Gradel, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has considered House proposal of amendment to Senate bill of
the following title:

S. 36. An act relating to the Medicaid payment model for residential
substance use disorder treatment services.

And has concurred therein.
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The Senate has considered a bill originating in the House of the following
title:

H. 98. An act relating to confirmatory adoptions.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposal of amendment in the
adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

The Senate has considered House proposal of amendment to Senate
proposal of amendment to House bill of the following title:

H. 398. An act relating to the Vermont Economic Development Authority.

And has concurred therein with an amendment in the passage of which the
concurrence of the House is requested.

Pursuant to the request of the House for a Committee of Conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on House bill entitled:

H. 494. An act relating to capital construction and State bonding.

The President announced the appointment as members of such Committee
on the part of the Senate:

Senator Harrison
Senator Plunkett
Senator Ingalls

Adjournment

At one o'clock and thirty-seven minutes in the afternoon, on motion of
Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at one o'clock
in the afternoon.



