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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
Action Postponed Until Friday, March 20, 2026
Third Reading
H. 642
An act relating to youthful offender proceedings
Amendment to be offered by Rep. Boutin of Barre City to H. 642

That the bill be amended by inserting a new Sec. 3 and a Sec. 4 and Sec. 5
to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 2025 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Secs. 5-9 are amended to read:
Sec. 5. [Deleted.]
Sec. 6. [Deleted. ]
Sec. 7. [Deleted.]
Sec. 8. [Deleted.]
Sec. 9. [Deleted.]
Sec. 4. 2025 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 11 is amended to read:
Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES; APPLICABILITY
(a) Secs. 1, 2, and 10 shall take effect on July 1, 2025.
(b) Secs. 3 and 4 and this section shall take effect on March 31, 2025.

(c) Sees—5—9-shall-take-effectonduly 15,2027 [Deleted.]
Sec. 5. REPEAL

2025 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 10 (Agency of Human Services

Progress Reports) is repealed.

and by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct.
Amendment to be offered by Rep. Maguire of Rutland City to H. 642

That the bill be amended by striking out Sec. 1, 33 V.S.A. § 5285, in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof eight new sections to be Secs. 1-8 to read
as follows:
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Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended to read:
§ 5204. TRANSFER FROM FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT

(a) After a petition has been filed alleging delinquency, upon motion of the
State’s Attorney and after hearing, the Family Division of the Superior Court
may transfer jurisdiction of the proceeding to the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court if the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred and the delinquent act set forth
in the petition is a felony not specified in subdivisions (1)—H(14) of this
subsection or if the child had attained 12 years of age but not 44 16 years of
age at the time the act was alleged to have occurred, and if the delinquent act
set forth in the petition was any of the following:

(1) arson causing death as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 501 or an attempt to
commit that offense;

(2) assault and robbery with a dangerous weapon as defined in 13
V.S.A. § 608(b) or an attempt to commit that offense;

(3) assault and robbery causing bodily injury as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 608(c) or an attempt to commit that offense;

(4) aggravated assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 1024 or an attempt to
commit that offense;

(5) murder as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2301 and aggravated murder as
defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2311 or an attempt to commit either of those offenses;

(6) manslaughter as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2304 or an attempt to
commit that offense;

(7) kidnapping as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2405 or an attempt to commit
that offense;

(8) wunlawful restraint as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2406 or 2407 or an
attempt to commit that offense;

(9) maiming as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2701 or an attempt to commit
that offense;

(10) sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3252(a)(1) or (a)(2) or an
attempt to commit that offense; er

(11) aggravated sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3253 and
aggravated sexual assault of a child as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3253a or an
attempt to commit either of those offenses;
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(12) aggravated stalking as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 1063(a)(3) or an

attempt to commit that offense;

(13) first degree aggravated domestic assault as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 1043 or second degree aggravated domestic assault as defined in 13 V.S.A.

§ 1044 or an attempt to commit either of those offenses; or

(14) lewd or lascivious conduct as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2601 or lewd
or lascivious conduct with a child as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2602 or an attempt
to commit either of those offenses.

* %k sk

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 5280 is amended to read:
§ 5280. COMMENCEMENT OF YOUTHFUL OFFENDER
PROCEEDINGS IN-FHE-FEAMIEY- DRASION

(a) A youthful offender proceeding under this chapter shall be commenced
by:

(1) the filing of a youthful offender petition by a State’s Attorney in the
Criminal Division of the Superior Court; or

filing of a motion in the Criminal Division of the Superior Court by the State’s
Attorney, the defendant, or the court on its own motion requesting that a
defendant in a criminal proceeding who has attained 14 years of age but not 22

years of age at the time the offense is alleged to have been committed be
treated as a youthful offender.

(1) Upon the filing of a petition or a motion under subdivision (a)(1) or

(2) of this section and the entering of a conditional plea of guilty by the youth,

the Criminal Division of the Superior Court shall enter an order deferring the
sentence and hold a hearing on the motion. If the youth declines to enter a

conditional plea, youthful offender status shall be denied.

(2) As used in this subsection, “conditional plea of guilty” means
agreement by the parties to a plea arrangement that:

(A) includes outcomes for successful and unsuccessful youthful
offender rehabilitation program completion; and
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(B) is conditioned on the granting of youthful offender status that
may be withdrawn in the event that youthful offender status is denied.

(c) H-aState’sAtterneyfiles—apetition—under—subdiviston{(a} ot this
seetion;—the The case shall proceed as provided under subsection 5281(b) of
this title. Except as provided in subdivision 5283(c)(2) of this title, upon the
commencement of a youthful offender proceeding, and after hearing from the
parties and the victim, the court may close future proceedings until youthful
offender status is denied or revoked if it finds for good cause shown that
safeguarding the physical and psychological well-being of a youth under 18

years of age outweighs the public’s interest in open proceedings. The court

shall make specific findings on the record supporting an order under this
subsection.

(d)(1) Within—15—days—after—the Upon commencement of a youthful
offender proceeding pursuant to subseetion—(a)-of this section, the court shall

notify the youth that the youth is required to complete a risk and needs
screening, which shall be conducted by the Department or by a community
provider that has contracted with the Department to provide risk and needs
screenings. The notice shall inform the youth that youthful offender status
may be denied if the youth fails to participate in the risk and needs screening.

(2) The risk and needs screening shall be completed prior to the
youthful offender status hearing held pursuant to section 5283 of this title.
Unless the court extends the period for the risk and needs screening for good
cause shown, the Family—Divisten court shall reject the case for youthful
offender treatment if the youth does not complete the risk and needs screening
within 15 days after the offer for the risk and needs screening.

(3) The Department or the community provider shall report the risk
level result of the screening, the number and source of the collateral contacts
made, and the recommendation for charging or other alternatives to the State’s
Attorney.

(4) Information related to the present alleged offense directly or
indirectly derived from the risk and needs screening or other conversation with
the Department or community-based provider shall not be used against the
youth in the youth’s criminal or juvenile case for any purpose, including
impeachment or cross-examination. However, the fact of participation in risk
and needs screening may be used in subsequent proceedings.

(e) The State ] Attorney sh-al-} may refer a Vouth d1rect1y to court drversron




why—areferral -wouldnet serve—the—ends—of justice. If the court diversion

program does not accept the case or if the youth fails to complete the program
in a manner deemed satisfactory and timely by the provider, the youth’s case
shall return to the State’s Attorney for charging consideration.

Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. § 5281 is amended to read:
§ 5281. MOHON PROCEDURES IN CRIMINAL DIVISION OF

SUPERIOR COURT

b) Unless the State’s Attorney refers the youth directly to court diversion
pursuant to subsection 5280(e) of this title, upon the filing of a motion under
this—seetion or the filing of a youthful offender petition pursuant to section
5280 of this title, the FamtlyDivision court shall hold a hearing pursuant to
section 5283 of this title. Pursuantto-seection510-of this-title;-the The hearing
shall be confidential as provided in section 5280 of this title. Ceptes—of-all

Conditions of release and any Department of Corrections supervision or
custody shall remain in effect until:

(1) the Family Division accepts the case for treatment as a youthful
offender and orders conditions of juvenile probation pursuant to section 5284
of this title;

(2) any conditions of release or bail are modified, amended, or vacated
pursuant to 13 V.S.A. chapter 229; or

(3) the case is otherwise concluded.

te)(b)(1) If the Family Division rejects the case for youthful offender
treatment pursuant to section 5284 of this title, the case shall be transferred to
the Criminal Division. The conditions of release imposed by the Criminal
Division shall remain in effect, and the case shall proceed as though the

motion for youthful offender treatment or youthful offender petition had not
been filed.

(2) Subject to Rule 11 of the Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure and
Rule 410 of the Vermont Rules of Evidence, the FamilyDivision’s court’s
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denial of the motion for youthful offender treatment and any information
related to the youthful offender proceeding shall be inadmissible against the
youth for any purpose in the subsequent Criminal Division proceeding.

td)(c) If the Family Division accepts the case for youthful offender

treatment, the casc shall proceed to a confidential merits hearing or admission
pursuant-to-seetions 5227-5229-of this-title the youth shall not be permitted to

withdraw the youth’s plea of guilty after youthful offender status is approved

except to correct manifest injustice pursuant to Rule 32(d) of the Vermont

Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. § 5282 is amended to read:
§ 5282. REPORTEFROM-THE DEPARTMENT




7 | | ] ] : hat the best i :
the youth would make such a diselosure desirable or helptul. [Repealed. |

Sec. 5. 33 V.S.A. § 5283 is amended to read:

§ 5283. DISPOSITION HEARING INFAMEY-DPASION

(a) Timeline. Unless the State’s Attorney refers the youth directly to court
diversion pursuant to subsection 5280(e) of this title, a youthful offender
eeﬁﬁéer—atteﬁ dlsp_osmon hearmg shall be held not later than 69—days—&fter—the

petkt}eﬂ—m—th%FamLy—Dwrs*eﬂ 45 davs after the filing of a motlon or the ﬁhng

of a youthful offender petition under section 5280 of this title.

(b) Notice. Notice of the hearing shall be provided to the State’s Attorney;
the youth; the youth’s parent, guardian, or custodian; the victim; the
Department; and the Department of Corrections. The court shall not exclude
any victim from the proceeding or any portion of it unless, after hearing from
the parties and the victim, the court makes a finding on the record of good
cause. As used in this subsection, “victim’ means a person who is the victim
of a crime for which a youth is charged; a parent, guardian, or legal
representative of the victim; or a victim’s advocate.

(c) Hearing procedure.

(1) If the motion is contested, all parties shall have the right to present
evidence and examine witnesses. Hearsay may be admitted and may be relied
on to the extent of its probative value. If reports are admitted, the parties shall
be afforded an opportunity to examine those persons making the reports, but
sources of confidential information need not be disclosed.

(2) For individuals who had attained 18 years of age but not 22 years of
age at the time the act is alleged to have been committed, hearings under

5284(a) of this title shall be open to the public. Al-ether—youthful-offender
’ hatl] cidential
(d) Burden of proof. The burden of proof shall be on the moving party to
prove by a preponderance of the evidence that a child should be granted
youthful offender status. If the court makes the motion, the burden shall be on
the youth.

(e) Further hearing. On its own motion or the motion of a party, the court

may schedule a further hearing within not more than 10 business days to
obtain reports or other information necessary for the appropriate disposition of

the case.

- 1279 -



Sec. 6. 33 V.S.A. § 5284 is amended to read:
§ 5284. YOUTHFUL OFFENDER DETERMINATION AND DISPOSITION
ORDER

(a)(1) In a hearing on a motion or petition for youthful offender status, the
court shall first consider whether public safety will be protected by treating the
youth as a youthful offender. If the court finds that public safety will not be
protected by treating the youth as a youthful offender, the court shall deny the
motion and transfer the case to the Criminal Division of the Superior Court
pursuant to subsection 5281(d) of this title, the conditions of release imposed
by the Criminal Division shall remain in effect, and the case shall proceed as
though the motion or petition for youthful offender treatment had not been
filed. If the court finds that public safety will be protected by treating the
youth as a youthful offender, the court shall proceed to make a determination
under subsection (b) of this section.

(2) When determining whether public safety will be protected by
treating the youth as a youthful offender, the court shall consider, on the basis
of the evidence admitted:

(A) the nature and circumstances of the charge and whether violence
was involved;

(B) the youth’s mental health treatment history and needs;

(C) the youth’s substance abuse history and needs;

(D) the youth’s residential housing status;

(E) the youth’s employment and educational situation;

(F) whether the youth has complied with conditions of release;

(G) the youth’s criminal record and whether the youth has engaged
in subsequent criminal or delinquent behavior since the original charge;

(H) whether supervising the youth on youthful offender probation is
appropriate considering the nature of the charged offense and the age and
specialized needs of the youth;

(I) whether the youth has previously not successfully completed
youthful offender treatment or otherwise had youthful offender status revoked;

(J) whether the youth has connections to the community; and

HK) the youth’s history of violence and history of illegal or violent
conduct involving firearms or other deadly weapons.

(b)(1) The court shall deny the motion if the court finds that:
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(A) public safety will not be protected by treating the youth as a
youthful offender;

(B) the youth is not amenable to treatment or rehabilitation as a
youthful offender; or

B)C) there are insufficient services in the juvenile court system and
the Department for Children and Families and the Department of Corrections
to meet the youth’s treatment and rehabilitation needs.

(2) The court shall grant the motion if the court finds that:

(A) public safety will be protected by treating the youth as a youthful
offender;

(B) the youth is amenable to treatment or rehabilitation as a youthful
offender; and

B)C) there are sufficient services in the juvenile court system and
the Department for Children and Families and the Department of Corrections
to meet the youth’s treatment and rehabilitation needs.

(c)(1) If the court approves the motion for youthful offender treatment
after-an-adjudicationpursuant-to-subseetion 528 Hd)-ef this-title, the court:

(A) shall place the youth on conditions of probation pursuant to
28 V.S.A. chapter 5, or such additional conditions imposed by the court,
provided that the requirements of this subdivision (A) may be satisfied by

entering the single condition of probation required under subdivision (C) of
this subdivision (¢)(1);

(B) shall approve a disposition case plan and impose conditions of
juvenile probation on the youth; anéd

(C) shall include as a condition of probation adherence to the
disposition case plan approved by the court; and

B)D) may transfer legal custody of the youth to a parent, relative,
person with a significant relationship with the youth, or Commissioner for
Children and Families, provided that any transfer of custody shall expire on
the youth’s 18th birthday.

(2) Prior to the approval of a disposition case plan, the court may refer a
child directly to a youth-appropriate community-based provider that has been
approved by the department and whieh that may include a community justice
center or a balanced and restorative justice program. Referral to a community-
based provider pursuant to this subdivision shall not require the court to place
the child on probation. If the community-based provider does not accept the
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case or if the child fails to complete the program in a manner deemed
satisfactory and timely by the provider, the child shall return to the court for
further proceedings, including the imposition of the disposition order.

(d)(1) The Department for Children and Families and the Department of
Corrections shall be responsible for supervision of and providing services to

the youth until the-youthreaches22-years-ofage the earlier of:

(A) the youth successfully completing treatment and supervision; or

(B) the revocation of the youth’s youthful offender designation

pursuant to section 5285 of this title.

(2) Both Departments the Department for Children and Families and the
Department of Corrections shall designate a case manager who together shall

appoint a lead Pepartment department to have final decision-making authority
over the case plan and the provision of services to the youth. The youth shall
be eligible for appropriate community-based programming and services
provided by beth-Departments the Agency of Human Services.

Sec. 7. 33 V.S.A. § 5285 is amended to read:
§ 5285. MODIFICATION OR REVOCATION OF DISPOSITION

(a) If it appears that the youth has violated the terms of juvenile probation
ordered by the court pursuant to subdivision 5284(c)(1) of this title, a motion
for modification or revocation of youthful offender status may be filed in the
Family Division of the Superior Court. The court shall set the motion for
hearing as-seen-as—praetieable within 10 business days. The hearing may be
joined with a hearing on a violation of conditions of probation under section
5265 of this title. A Consistent with the procedures of 28 V.S.A. § 301, a
supervising juvenile or adult probation officer may detain in an adult facility a
youthful offender who has attained 18 years of age for violating conditions of
probation. A youthful offender who has not attained 18 years of age may be
detained in a facility for juveniles pursuant to section 5266 of this title. A

youthful offender who is detained prior to attaining 18 years of age may be
transferred to an adult facility after the offender attains 18 years of age.

(b) A hearing under this section shall be held in accordance with section
5268 of this title.

(c) If the court finds after the hearing that the youth has violated the terms
of his-er-her the youth’s probation, the court may:

(1) maintain the youth’s status as a youthful offender, with modified
conditions of juvenile probation if the court deems it appropriate;
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(2) revoke the youth’s status as a youthful offender aﬁd—tPaﬁsfer—the—e&se

(3) transfer supervision of the youth to the Department of Corrections
with all of the powers and authority of the Department and the Commissioner
under Title 28, including graduated sanctions and electronic monitoring.

(d) If a youth’s status as a youthful offender is revoked and-the-ease—is
transferred—to—theCriminal Diviston pursuant to subdivision (c)(2) of this

section, the court shall enter-a-conviction-of-guilty -based-on-theadmissionto

or—finding—of—merits; hold a sentencing hearing, and impose sentence in
accordance with the conditional plea agreed to under subsection 5280(c) of

this title. Unless it serves the interest interests of justice, the case shall not be
transferred back to the Family Division pursuant to section 5203 of this title.
When determining an appropriate sentence, the court may take into
consideration the youth’s degree of progress toward or regression from
rehabilitation while on youthful offender status. The Criminal Division shall
have access to all Family Division records of the proceeding.

Sec. 8. 33 V.S.A. § 5286 is amended to read:
§ 5286. REVIEW PRIOR TO 18 YEARS OF AGE

(a) If a youth is on probation as a youthful offender prior to reaching 18
years of age, the EamilyDivision court shall review the youth’s case before he
or—she the youth reaches 18 years of age and set a hearing to determine
whether the court’s jurisdiction over the youth should be continued past 18
years of age. The hearing may be joined with a motion to terminate youthful
offender status under section 5285 of this title. The court shall provide notice
and an opportunity to be heard at the hearing to the State’s Attorney, the
youth, the Department for Children and Families, and the Department of
Corrections.

(b) After receiving a notice of review under this section, the State may file
a motion to modify or revoke pursuant to section 5285 of this title. If such a
motion is filed, it shall be consolidated with the review under this section and
all options provided for under section 5285 of this title shall be available to the
court.

(c) The following reports shall be filed with the court prior to the hearing:

(1) The Department for Children and Families and the Department of
Corrections shall jointly report their recommendations, with supporting
justifications, as to whether the FEamily—Diviston court should continue
jurisdiction over the youth past 18 years of age and, if continued jurisdiction is
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recommended, propose a case plan for the youth to ensure compliance with
and completion of the juvenile disposition.

(2) If the Departments departments recommend continued supervision
of the youthful offender past 18 years of age, the Departments departments
shall report on the services that would be available for the youth.

(d) If the court finds that it is in the best interests of the youth and
consistent with community safety to continue the case past 18 years of age, it
shall make an order continuing the court’s jurisdiction up to 22 years of age.
The Department for Children and Families and the Department of Corrections
shall jointly develop a case plan for the youth and coordinate services and
share information to ensure compliance with and completion of the juventle
youthful offender disposition.

(e) If the court finds that it is not in the best interests of the youth to
continue the case past 18 years of age, it shall terminate the disposition order,

discharge the youth, and dismiss the case in accordance with subsection
5287(c) of this title.

and by renumbering the remaining sections to be numerically correct.
H. 930
An act relating to addressing and preventing chronic absenteeism
Amendment to be offered by Rep. Chapin of East Montpelier to H. 930

That the bill be amended in Sec. 1, 16 V.S.A. chapter 25, subchapter 3, in
subsection 1124(a), following the words “prevention of chronic absenteeism
and truancy” by inserting ““, which shall include specific provisions for how to
address the absence of a child with a disability, as that term is defined in
subdivision 2942(1) of this title, in accordance with applicable State and
federal law”

Amendment to be offered by Reps. Burrows of West Windsor and
LaMont of Morristown to H. 930

That the bill be amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, 16 V.S.A. chapter 25, subchapter 3, in subdivision
1123(a)(11), following “or legal guardian;” by striking out the word “or”

Second: In Sec. 1, 16 V.S.A. chapter 25, subchapter 3, in subsection
1123(a), by striking out subdivision (12) in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new subdivision (12) and a subdivision (13) to read as follows:

(12) incidents of hazing, harassment, or bullying; or
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(13) other reasons not specified in subdivisions (1)—(12) of this
subsection with approval of the superintendent of a public school or designee
or the head of school of an approved independent school or designee.

Third: In Sec. 1, 16 V.S.A. chapter 25, subchapter 3, in subsection 1124(a),
following the words “prevention of chronic absenteeism and truancy” by
inserting “, which shall include guidance that emphasizes the importance of
tailored responses to all students struggling with safety and emotional issues
and shall emphasize emotional, academic, and social support to facilitate a
successful reintegration for returning students. The policy shall include
protocols to respond effectively to bullying and harassment, acknowledging
the unique aspects of each case, including best practices for reentry into
education spaces”

New Business
Third Reading
H. 294

An act relating to commissary and telecommunications prices in State
correctional facilities and fair compensation for incarcerated labor

Amendment to be offered by Reps. Cina of Burlington and Donahue of
Northfield to H. 294

That the bill be amended in Sec. 2, Department of Corrections; evaluation
of telecommunications services; report, in subsection (b), by inserting a new
subdivision to be subdivision (5) to read as follows:

(5) incarcerated Vermonters, formerly incarcerated Vermonters, and
organizations representing incarcerated or formerly incarcerated individuals;

and by renumbering the remaining subdivisions to be numerically correct.
H. 410

An act relating to the calculation of recidivism and other related
criminology measures

H. 537
An act relating to the right to grow vegetable gardens
H. 583

An act relating to health care financial transactions and clinical decision
making
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H. 660

An act relating to fiscal year 2027 Opioid Abatement Special Fund
appropriations

H. 739
An act relating to prohibiting the use and sale of the herbicide paraquat
H. 817

An act relating to mental health support and substance use disorder
prevention in schools

H. 940
An act relating to miscellaneous public utility subjects

H. 942
An act relating to miscellaneous agricultural subjects

Favorable with Amendment

H. 928
An act relating to technical corrections to fish and wildlife statutes
(Rep. Pritchard of Pawlet will speak for the Committee on Environment.)

Rep. Kimbell of Woodstock, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends that the bill be amended by striking out Sec. 3, 10 V.S.A. § 4255,
in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof new Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 4255 is amended to read:
§ 4255. LICENSE FEES

(a) Vermont residents may apply for licenses on forms provided by the
Commissioner. Fees for each license shall be:

(1) Fishing license $28.00
(2) Hunting license $28.00
(3) Combination hunting and fishing license $47.00
(4) Big game licenses (all require a hunting license)
(A) archery license $23.00
(B) muzzle loader license $23.00
(C) turkey license $23.00

(D) [Repealed.]
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(E) [Repealed.]

(F) moose license $100.00
(G) bear tag $5.00
(H) additional deer archery tag $23.00
(5) Trapping license $23.00
(6) Hunting license for persons 17 years of age or under $8.00
(7) Trapping license for persons 17 years of age or under $10.00
(8) Fishing license for persons 15 through 17 years of age $8.00
(9) Super sport license $150.00
(10) Three-day fishing license $11.00

(11) Combination hunting and fishing license for persons 17 years of
age or under $12.00
(12) Mentored hunting license $10.00

* %k 3k

(0) If the Board determines that it is necessary to issue or require additional

big game tags or big game permits that are not otherwise identified in this
section, the Department may issue such tags and permits and may assess a
provisional fee for such tags and permits of not more than the lowest fee for a
big game tag as provided in subsection (a) of this section. The Department
shall seek legislative approval of the provisional fee pursuant to 32 V.S.A.
§ 603 within one year following the Department’s assessment of the fee. The
Department’s failure to obtain legislative approval of the provisional fee shall
void the provisional fee and the Department shall not assess a new provisional
fee for the same big game tag or big game permit.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Amendment to be offered by Reps. Kimbell of Woodstock, Canfield of
Fair Haven, and Kornheiser of Brattleboro, in substitution for report of
the Committee on Ways and Means to H.928

That the bill be amended by striking out Sec. 3, 10 V.S.A. § 4255, in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 4255 is amended to read:
§ 4255. LICENSE FEES
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(a) Vermont residents may apply for licenses on forms provided by the
Commissioner. Fees for each license shall be:

(1) Fishing license $28.00
(2) Hunting license $28.00
(3) Combination hunting and fishing license $47.00
(4) Big game licenses (all require a hunting license)
(A) archery license $23.00
(B) muzzle loader license $23.00
(C) turkey license $23.00

(D) [Repealed.]
(E) [Repealed.]

(F) moose license $100.00
(G) bear tag $5.00
(H) additional deer archery tag $23.00
(5) Trapping license $23.00
(6) Hunting license for persons 17 years of age or under $8.00
(7) Trapping license for persons 17 years of age or under $10.00
(8) Fishing license for persons 15 through 17 years of age $8.00
(9) Super sport license $150.00
(10) Three-day fishing license $11.00

(11) Combination hunting and fishing license for persons 17 years of
age or under $12.00
(12) Mentored hunting license $10.00

* %k 3k

(0) If the Board determines that it is necessary to issue or require additional

big game tags or big game permits that are not otherwise identified in this
section, the Department may issue such tags and permits and may assess a
provisional fee for such tags and permits at an amount equal or similar to the
fee for the same big game. The Department shall seek legislative approval of
the provisional fee pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 603 within one year following the
Department’s assessment of the fee. The Department’s failure to obtain
legislative approval of the provisional fee shall void the provisional fee and the
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Department shall not assess a new provisional fee for the same big game tag or
big game permiit.

Favorable
H. 932
An act relating to the regulation of forestry under Act 250

(Rep. Lipsky of Stowe will speak for the Committee on Agriculture, Food
Resiliency, and Forestry.)

Rep. Kimbell of Woodstock, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends that the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)
Action Postponed Until Tuesday, March 24, 2026
Committee Bill for Second Reading
H. 941
An act relating to municipal regulation of agriculture

(Rep. Durfee of Shaftsbury will speak for the Committee on Agriculture,
Food Resiliency, and Forestry.)

NOTICE CALENDAR
Favorable with Amendment
H. 211
An act relating to data brokers and personal information

Rep. Priestley of Bradford, for the Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development, recommends that the bill be amended by striking out
all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 62 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 62. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION
Subchapter 1. General Provisions
§ 2430. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Authorized agent” means:
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(A) a person designated by a consumer to act on the consumer’s
behalf;

(B) a parent or legal guardian that acts on behalf of the parent’s child
or on behalf of a child for whom the guardian has legal responsibility: or

(C) a guardian or conservator that acts on behalf of a consumer that
1s subject to a guardianship, conservatorship, or other protective arrangement.

2)(A) “Biometric data” means that data generated from the
technological processing of an individual’s unique biological, physical, or
physiological characteristics can be used to identify an individual, including:

(1) iris or retina scans;

(i) fingerprints;

(ii1) facial or hand mapping, geometry, or templates;

(iv) vein patterns;

(v)_voice prints; and

(vi) gait or personally identifying physical movement or patterns.

(B) “Biometric data” does not include:

(1) a digital or physical photograph;

(i1) an audio or video recording: or

(ii1) any data generated from a digital or physical photograph, or
an audio or video recording, unless such data is generated to identify a specific

individual.




consumer—with-reasonable—eertainty any information, including derived data
and unique identifiers, that is linked or reasonably linkable, alone or in
combination with other information, to an identified or identifiable individual

or to a device that identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably linkable to one or
more identified or identifiable individuals in a household.

(B) “Brokered personal information” does not include publicly
available information te-the-extent-that-itisrelated-to-a-consumer s-business-or

prefession.

2)(4) “Business” means a commercial entity, including a sole
proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, limited liability company,
or other group, however organized and whether or not organized to operate at
a profit, including a financial institution organized, chartered, or holding a
license or authorization certificate under the laws of this State, any other state,
the United States, or any other country, or the parent, affiliate, or subsidiary of
a financial institution, but does not include the State, a State agency, any
political subdivision of the State, or a vendor acting solely on behalf of, and at
the direction of, the State.

3)(5) “Consumer” means an individual residing in this State.

(6)(A) “Data broker” means a business, or unit or units of a business,
separately or together, that knowingly collects and sells or licenses to third
parties the brokered personal information of a consumer with whom the
business does not have a direct relationship.

B) losof-adi lationshin_with_a_businessinehde £ 4

consumeris-a-pastorpresent:



v)—dener-to-the-business As used in this subdivision (6), “direct

relationship” means that a consumer has intentionally interacted with a
business for the purpose of accessing, purchasing, using, requesting, or
obtaining information about the business’s products or services. A consumer
does not have a direct relationship with a business if the purpose of the
consumer’s engagement is to exercise a consumer right or for the business to
verify the consumer’s identity. A business does not have a direct relationship
with a consumer simply because the business collects brokered personal
information directly from the consumer; the consumer must intend to interact
with the business. A business is still a data broker and does not have a direct
relationship with a consumer as to the brokered personal information the
business sells about the consumer that it collected outside of a first-party
interaction with the consumer.

B)(C) The phrase “sells or licenses” does not include:

9 a one-time or occasional sale of assets of a business as part of a
transfer of control of those assets that is not part of the ordinary conduct of the
business:or
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6)(7) “Data collector” means a person who, for any purpose, whether
by automated collection or otherwise, handles, collects, disseminates, or
otherwise deals with personally identifiable information, and includes the
State, State agencies, political subdivisions of the State, public and private
universities, privately and publicly held corporations, limited liability
companies, financial institutions, and retail operators.

A(8) “Encryption” means use of an algorithmic process to transform
data into a form in which the data is rendered unreadable or unusable without
use of a confidential process or key.

(ND(A) “GenAl system” means an artificial intelligence system that can
generate derived synthetic content, including text, images, video, and audio,

that emulates the structure and characteristics of the system’s training data.

(B) As used in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (9), “artificial
intelligence system” means an engineered or machine-based system that varies
in its level of autonomy and that can, for explicit or implicit objectives, infer
from the input it receives how to generate outputs that can influence physical
or virtual environments.
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(10) ““Identified or identifiable individual” means an individual who can
be readily identified, directly or indirectly.

8)(11) “License” means a grant of access to, or distribution of, data by
one person to another in exchange for consideration. A use of data for the sole
benefit of the data provider, where the data provider maintains control over the
use of the data, is not a license.

(12) “Login credentials” means a consumer’s user name or e-mat
email address, in combination with a password or an answer to a security
question, that together permit access to an online account.

H0)(13)(A) “Personally identifiable information” means a consumer’s
first name or first initial and last name in combination with one or more of the
following digital data elements, when the data elements are not encrypted,
redacted, or protected by another method that renders them unreadable or
unusable by unauthorized persons, subject to the exception in subdivision (C)
of this subdivision (13):

(1) a Social Security number;

(i1) a driver license or nondriver State identification card number,
individual taxpayer identification number, passport number, military
identification card number, or other identification number that originates from
a government identification document that is commonly used to verify identity
for a commercial transaction;

(ii1) a financial account number or credit or debit card number, if
the number could be used without additional identifying information, access
codes, or passwords;

(iv) a password, personal identification number, or other access
code for a financial account;

(V) . . . . . . .

(vi) genetic information; and

(vii)(I) health records or records of a wellness program or similar
program of health promotion or disease prevention;

(IT) a health care professional’s medical diagnosis or treatment
of the consumer; or
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(IIT) a health insurance policy number.

(B) “Personally identifiable information” does not mean include

publicly available information that-istawfully-made-available-to-thegeneral
publie-fromfederal;State;-or local sovernment records.

(C)  “Personally identifiable information” does not require a
consumer’s first name or first initial and last name if any of the data elements
contained in subdivisions (A)(i)—(vii) of this subdivision (13) is sufficient to
perform or attempt to perform identity theft against the consumer.

(14) “Precise geolocation” means information derived from technology
that can precisely and accurately identify the specific location of a consumer
within a radius of 1,850 feet.

(15) ““Processor” means a person who performs any operation or set of
operations, whether by manual or automated means, on brokered personal
information or on sets of brokered personal information, such as the collection,
use, storage, disclosure, analysis, deletion, or modification of brokered
personal information on behalf of a business.

(16)(A) “Publicly available information” means information that:

(1) is made available:

(I)_through federal, state, or local government records; or

(II) to the general public from widely distributed media: or

(i1) a data broker has a reasonable basis to believe that the
consumer has lawfully made available to the general public.

(B) “Publicly available information” does not include:

(i) biometric data collected by a business about a consumer
without the consumer’s knowledge;

(i1)  information that is collated and combined to create a
consumer profile that is made available to a user of a publicly available

website either in exchange for payment or free of charge;

(ii1) information that is made available for sale;

(iv) _an inference about a consumer that is generated from the
information described in subdivision (ii) or (iii) of this subdivision (16)(B);

(v) _any obscene visual depiction, as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1460;

(vi) brokered personal information that is created through the
combination of brokered personal information with publicly available
information;
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(vil) genetic data, unless otherwise made publicly available by the
consumer to whom the information pertains;

(viii) information provided by a consumer on a website or online

service made available to all members of the public, for free or for a fee,
where the consumer has maintained a reasonable expectation of privacy in the
information, such as by restricting the information to a specific audience:; or

(ix) intimate images, authentic or computer-generated, known to
be nonconsensual.

abH(17) “Record” means any material on which written, drawn, spoken,
visual, or electromagnetic information is recorded or preserved, regardless of
physical form or characteristics.

“2)(18) “Redaction” means the rendering of data so that the data are
unreadable or are truncated so that #e not more than the last four digits of the
identification number are accessible as part of the data.

(19)(A) “Sale” means the exchange of a consumer’s brokered personal
information by the data broker to a third party for monetary or other valuable
consideration.

(B) “Sale” does not include:

(1) the disclosure of brokered personal information to a processor
that processes the brokered personal information on behalf of the data broker;

(i1) _the disclosure of brokered personal information to a third
party for purposes of providing a product or service requested by the
consumer;

(ii1) the disclosure or transfer of brokered personal information to
an affiliate of the data broker;

(iv) the disclosure, with the consumer’s consent, of brokered
personal information where the consumer directs the data broker to disclose
the brokered personal information or intentionally uses the data broker to
interact with a third party;

(v)_the disclosure of publicly available information; or

(vi) the disclosure or transfer of brokered personal information to

a third party as an asset that is part of a merger, acquisition, bankruptcy, or

other transaction, or a proposed merger, acquisition, bankruptcy, or other
transaction, in which the third party assumes control of all or part of the data

broker’s assets.
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(C) As used in subdivision (B) of this subdivision (19), “affiliate”
means a legal entity that shares common branding with another legal entity or
controls, is controlled by, or is under common control with another legal
entity.

(D) As used in subdivision (C) of this subdivision (19), “control” or
“controlled” means:

(i) ownership of, or the power to vote, more than 50 percent of the

outstanding shares of any class of voting security of a company;

(i1) control in any manner over the election of a majority of the
directors or of individuals exercising similar functions; or

1il the power to exercise controlling influence over the
management of a company.

3)(20)(A)  “Security breach” means unauthorized acquisition of
electronic data, or a reasonable belief of an unauthorized acquisition of
electronic data, that compromises the security, confidentiality, or integrity of a
consumer’s personally identifiable information or login credentials maintained
by a data collector.

(B) “Security breach” does not include good faith but unauthorized
acquisition of personally identifiable information or login credentials by an
employee or agent of the data collector for a legitimate purpose of the data
collector, provided that the personally identifiable information or login
credentials are not used for a purpose unrelated to the data collector’s business
or subject to further unauthorized disclosure.

(C) In determining whether personally identifiable information or
login credentials have been acquired or is are reasonably believed to have been
acquired by a person without valid authorization, a data collector may consider
the following factors, among others:

(1) indications that the information is in the physical possession
and control of a person without valid authorization, such as a lost or stolen
computer or other device containing information;

(i1)) indications that the information has been downloaded or
copied;

(ii1) indications that the information was used by an unauthorized
person, such as fraudulent accounts opened or instances of identity theft
reported; or

(iv) that the information has been made public.
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§ 2431. ACQUISITION AND DISCLOSURE OF BROKERED PERSONAL
INFORMATION; PROHIBITIONS

(a) Prohibited acquisition and use.

(1) A person shall not acquire brokered personal information through
fraudulent means.

(2) A person shall not acquire or use brokered personal information for
the purpose of:

(A) stalking or harassing another person;

(B) committing a fraud, including identity theft, financial fraud, or e-
mail email fraud; or

(C) engaging in unlawful discrimination, including employment
discrimination and housing discrimination.

(b) Disclosure. A data broker shall:

(1) maintain procedures that require prospective users of the data
broker’s brokered personal information to identify themselves, state the
purposes for which the information is sought, and certify that the information
shall be used for no other purpose;

(2) prior to disclosing brokered personal information to a prospective
user and pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection:

(A) make a reasonable effort to verify the identity of the prospective

user of the information; and

(B) review the user’s stated purposes for which the information is
sought; and

(3) not disclose brokered personal information to a prospective user if
the data broker has reasonable grounds for believing that the information will
be used to violate State or federal law or will not be used for the purposes
stated by the user pursuant to this subsection.

(¢) Enforcement.

(1) A person who violates a provision of this section commits an unfair
and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title.

(2) The Attorney General has the same authority to adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this section and to conduct civil investigations,
enter into assurances of discontinuance, bring civil actions, and take other
enforcement actions as provided under chapter 63, subchapter 1 of this title.
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Subchapter 2. Security Breach-Netice-Aet Breaches
§ 2435. NOTICE OF SECURITY BREACHES

* %k 3k

(b) Notice of breach.

* ok 3k

(6) A data collector may provide notice of a security breach involving
personally identifiable information to a consumer by one or more of the
following methods:

(A) Direct notice, which may be by one of the following methods:
(1) written notice mailed to the consumer’s residence;

(i1)) electronic notice, for those consumers for whom the data
collector has a valid e-matl email address, if:

(I) the data collector’s primary method of communication with
the consumer is by electronic means, the electronic notice does not request or
contain a hypertext link to a request that the consumer provide personal
information, and the electronic notice conspicuously warns consumers not to
provide personal information in response to electronic communications
regarding security breaches; or

(I) the notice is consistent with the provisions regarding
electronic records and signatures for notices in 15 U.S.C. § 7001; or

(ii1) telephonic notice, for those consumers for whom the data
collector has a valid phone number, provided that the telephonic contact is
made directly with each affected consumer and not through a prerecorded
message and further provided that the data collector makes not less than five
attempts to contact the consumer for a live conversation before the data
collector may leave a voicemail providing information about the breach.

* sk 3k

(c) Notice to consumer reporting agencies. In the event a data collector
provides notice to more than 1,000 consumers at one time pursuant to this
section, the data collector shall notify, without unreasonable delay, all
consumer reporting agencies that compile and maintain files on consumers on
a nationwide basis, as defined in 15 U.S.C. § 1681a(p), of the timing,
distribution, and content of the notice. This subsection shall not apply to a
person who is licensed or registered under Title 8 by the Department of
Financial Regulation.

- 1299 -



(d) Exception to notice requirement.

(1) Notice of a security breach pursuant to subsection (b) of this section
is not required if the data collector establishes that misuse of personally
identifiable information or login credentials is not reasonably possible and the
data collector provides notice of the determination that the misuse of the
personally identifiable information or login credentials is not reasonably
possible pursuant to the requirements of this subsection. If the data collector
establishes that misuse of the personally identifiable information or login
credentials is not reasonably possible, the data collector shall provide notice of
its determination that misuse of the personally identifiable information or login
credentials is not reasonably possible and a detailed explanation for said
determination to the Vermont Attorney General or to the Department of
Financial Regulation in the event that the data collector is a person or entity
licensed or registered with the Department under Title 8 or this title. The data
collector may designate its notice and detailed explanation to the Vermont
Attorney General or the Department of Financial Regulation as “trade secret”
if the notice and detailed explanation meet the definition of trade secret
contained in 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9).

* sk 3k

(e) HIPAA compliance. A data collector that is subject to the privacy,
security, and breach notification rules adopted in 45 C.F.R. Part 164 pursuant
to the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, P.L. 104-
191 (1996) is deemed to be in compliance with this subchapter if the data
collector:

(1) the—-data—eoHeetor experiences a security breach that is limited to
personally identifiable information specified in subdivision 2430(10)(A)(vii)
of this chapter; and

(2) the-data-eeleetor provides notice to affected consumers pursuant to
the requirements of the breach notification rule in 45 C.F.R. Part 164, Subpart
D; and

(3) provides notice to the Attorney General or to the Department of

Financial Regulation pursuant to subdivision (b)(3)(B) of this section along

with a written certification of compliance with 45 C.F.R. Part 164, Subpart D.

(f) Waiver. Any waiver of the provisions of this subchapter is contrary to
public policy and is void and unenforceable.

(g) Financial institutions. Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this
subsection, a financial institution that is subject to the following guidances,
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and any revisions, additions, or substitutions relating to an interagency
guidance, shall be exempt from this section:

* %k sk

(h) Enforcement.

* %k sk

(2) With respect to a data collector that is a person or entity licensed-or

registered—with regulated by the Department of Financial Regulation under
Title 8 or this title, the Department of Financial Regulation shall have the full
authority to investigate potential violations of this subchapter and to prosecute,
obtain, and impose remedies for a violation of this subchapter or any rules or
regulations adopted pursuant to this subchapter, as the Department has under
Title 8 or this title or any other applicable law or regulation.

* %k sk

§ 2436. NOTICE OF DATA BROKER SECURITY BREACHES
(a) Short title and definitions.

(1) This section shall be known as the “Data Broker Security Breach
Notice Act.”

(2)(A) As used in this section, “data broker security breach” means an
unauthorized acquisition or a reasonable belief of an unauthorized acquisition
of more than one instance of brokered personal information maintained by a
data broker when the brokered personal information is not encrypted, redacted,
or protected by another method that renders the information unreadable or
unusable by an unauthorized person.

(B) “Data broker security breach” does not include good faith but
unauthorized acquisition of brokered personal information by an employee or
agent of the data broker for a legitimate purpose of the data broker, provided
that the brokered personal information is not used for a purpose unrelated to
the data broker’s business or subject to further unauthorized disclosure.

(C) In determining whether brokered personal information has been

acquired or is reasonably believed to have been acquired by a person without
valid authorization, a data broker may consider the following factors, among
others:

(1) indications that the brokered personal information is in the
physical possession and control of a person without valid authorization, such

as a lost or stolen computer or other device containing brokered personal
information;
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(i1) indications that the brokered personal information has been
downloaded or copied;

(ii1) indications that the brokered personal information was used
by an unauthorized person, such as fraudulent accounts opened or instances of
identity theft reported; or

(iv) that the brokered personal information has been made public.
(b) Notice of breach.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this section, a data
broker shall, following discovery or notification to the data broker of a
security breach affecting a consumer, notify the consumer that there has been a
data broker security breach. Notice of the security breach shall be made in the
most expedient time possible and without unreasonable delay, but not later
than 45 days after the discovery or notification, consistent with the legitimate
needs of the law enforcement agency, as provided in subdivisions (3) and (4)
of this subsection, or with any measures necessary to determine the scope of
the security breach and restore the reasonable integrity, security, and
confidentiality of the data system.

(2) A data broker shall provide notice of a breach to the Attorney
General as follows:

(A)(1) The data broker shall notify the Attorney General of the date
of the security breach and the date of discovery of the breach and shall provide
a preliminary description of the breach within 14 business days, consistent
with the legitimate needs of the law enforcement agency, as provided in
subdivisions (3) and (4) of this subsection (b), after the data broker’s discovery
of the security breach.

(i1) If the date of the breach is unknown at the time notice is sent
to the Attorney General, the data broker shall send the Attorney General the
date of the breach as soon as it is known.

(ii1) Unless otherwise ordered by a court of this State for good
cause shown, a notice provided under this subdivision (2)(A) shall not be
disclosed, without the consent of the data broker, to any person other than the
authorized agent or representative of the Attorney General, a State’s Attorney,
or another law enforcement officer engaged in legitimate law enforcement
activities.

(B)(1) When the data broker provides notice of the breach pursuant to
subdivision (1) of this subsection (b), the data broker shall notify the Attorney
General of the number of Vermont consumers affected, if known to the data
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broker, and shall provide a copy of the notice provided to consumers under
subdivision (1) of this subsection (b).

(i1) The data broker may send to the Attorney General a second
copy of the consumer notice, from which is redacted the type of brokered
personal information that was subject to the breach, that the Attorney General
shall use for any public disclosure of the breach.

(3) The notice to the Attorney General and a consumer required by this
subsection shall be delayed upon request of a law enforcement agency. A law
enforcement agency may request the delay if it believes that notification may
impede a law enforcement investigation or a national or Homeland Security
investigation or jeopardize public safety or national or Homeland Security

interests. In the event law enforcement makes the request for a delay in a
manner other than in writing, the data broker shall document the request

contemporaneously in writing and include the name of the law enforcement
officer making the request and the officer’s law enforcement agency engaged

in the investigation. A law enforcement agency shall promptly notify the data
broker in writing when the law enforcement agency no longer believes that
notification may impede a law enforcement investigation or a national or
Homeland Security investigation or jeopardize public safety or national or
Homeland Security interests. The data broker shall provide notice required by
this subsection without unreasonable delay upon receipt of a written
communication, which includes facsimile or electronic communication, from
the law enforcement agency withdrawing its request for delay.

(4) The notice to a consumer required in subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall be clear and conspicuous. A notice to a consumer of a
security breach involving brokered personal information shall include a
description of each of the following, if known to the data broker:

(A) the incident in general terms;

(B) the categories of brokered personal information that was subject
to the security breach;

(C) the general acts of the data broker to protect the brokered
personal information from further security breach;

(D) a telephone number, toll-free if available, that the consumer may
call for further information and assistance;

(E) advice that directs the consumer to remain vigilant by reviewing
account statements and monitoring free credit reports: and

(F) the approximate date of the data broker security breach.

- 1303 -




(5) A data broker may provide notice of a security breach involving
brokered personal information to a consumer by two or more of the following
methods:

(A) written notice mailed to the consumer’s residence;

(B) electronic notice, for those consumers for whom the data broker
has a valid email address, if:

(i) the data broker’s primary method of communication with the

consumer is by electronic means, the electronic notice does not request or
contain a hypertext link to a request that the consumer provide personal
information, and the electronic notice conspicuously warns consumers not to

provide personal information in response to electronic communications
regarding security breaches; or

(i1)  the notice is consistent with the provisions regarding
electronic records and signatures for notices in 15 U.S.C. § 7001;

(C) telephonic notice, for those consumers for whom the data broker
has a valid phone number, provided that the telephonic contact is made directly
with each affected consumer and not through a prerecorded message and
further provided that the data broker makes not less than five attempts to
contact the consumer for a live conversation before the data broker may leave
a voicemail providing information about the breach; or

(D) notice by publication in a newspaper of statewide circulation in
the event the data broker cannot effectuate notice by any other means.

(c) Exception to notice requirement.

(1) Notice of a security breach pursuant to subsection (b) of this section
is not required if the data broker establishes that misuse of brokered personal
information is not reasonably possible and the data broker provides notice of
the determination that the misuse of the brokered personal information is not
reasonably possible pursuant to the requirements of this subsection. If the data
broker establishes that misuse of the brokered personal information is not
reasonably possible, the data broker shall provide notice of its determination
that misuse of the brokered personal information is not reasonably possible
and a detailed explanation for said determination to the Attorney General. The

data broker may designate its notice and detailed explanation to the Attorney
General as a trade secret if the notice and detailed explanation meet the

definition of trade secret contained in 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9). Upon review of
the data broker’s notice and detailed explanation, the Attorney General may
request additional information from the data broker and may accept or reject

the data broker’s determination. If the Attorney General rejects the data
-1304 -




broker’s determination, the data broker shall provide notice of the security
breach pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

(2) If a data broker established that misuse of brokered personal
information was not reasonably possible under subdivision (1) of this
subsection and subsequently obtains facts indicating that misuse of the
brokered personal information has occurred or is occurring, the data broker
shall provide notice of the security breach pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section.

(d) Waiver. Any waiver of the provisions of this subchapter is contrary to
public policy and is void and unenforceable.

(e) Enforcement.

(1) A person who violates a provision of this section commits an unfair
and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title.

(2) The Attorney General has the same authority to adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this section and to conduct civil investigations,
enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil actions as provided
under chapter 63, subchapter 1 of this title.

* %k sk

Subchapter 3A. Student Privacy

* %k 3k

§ 2443f. ENFORCEMENT

(a) A person who violates a provision of this ehapter subchapter commits
an unfair and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this
title.

(b) The Attorney General has the same authority to adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this subchapter and to conduct civil
investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil actions
as provided under chapter 63, subchapter 1 of this title.

* %k sk

Subchapter 5. Data Brokers
§ 2446. DATA BROKERS:; ANNUAL REGISTRATION

(a) Annually,—en—er—before Janunary 31 felowing—a—year—in—which—a
Registration. A person meets, not more than 30 days after meeting the
definition of a data broker as—previded—in—seetion—2430-ofthis—title,—a—data
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broker and then once annually thereafter on or before July 1 of each vear,
shall:

(1) register with the Secretary of State as a data broker;
(2) pay a registration fee of $+66-606 $900.00;

(3) maintain a bond in the amount of $20,000.00 that shall run to the
State for any liability arising under this subchapter, provided that the action on
the bond is brought within two years after accrual of the cause of action: and

(4) provide the following information about the data broker to the
Secretary of State:

(A) the name and primary physical, e-ma# email, phone number, and
Internet internet addresses of the data broker;

B) a statement whether the data broker implements a purchaser
credentialing process;

E)(C) pursuant to section 2436 of this chapter, the number of data
broker security breaches that the data broker has experienced during the prior
year, and if known, the total number of consumers affected by the breaches;

D) where the data broker has actual knowledge that it possesses
the brokered personal information of minors, a separate statement detailing the
data collection practices, databases, sales activities, and opt-out policies that
are applicable to the brokered personal information of minors; ané

¢&)(E) whether the data broker:
(1) collects the:

(D) precise geolocation of consumers;

(II) reproductive health care data of consumers:
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(III) biometric data of consumers;

(IV) immigration status of consumers;

(V) sexual orientation of consumers;

(VI) union membership status of consumers:

VII) name, date of birth, zip code, email address, or phone
number of consumers;

(VIII) account login or account number of consumers in
combination with any required security code. access code, or password that
would permit access to a consumer’s account with a third party:

(IX) driver’s license number, State identification card number,

Social Security number, passport number, military identification number, or
other unique identification number of consumers issued on a government

document commonly used to verify the identity of a specific individual; or

(X)  mobile advertising identification number, connected
television identification number, or vehicle identification number of
consumers; and

(i1) in the past vear, has shared or sold consumers’ data to:

() a foreign actor;

(II) the federal government;

(I1II) to other state or local governments;

(IV) to law enforcement, unless the data was shared pursuant to
a subpoena or other court order; or

(V) to a developer of a GenAl system or model;

(F) the three most common types of personal information that the

data broker collects, if the data broker does not collect the information set
forth in subdivisions (E)(1)(VII) and (E)(1)(IX) of this subdivision (4);

(G) an electronic copy of the data broker’s:

(1) bond, pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection (a); and

(i1) current privacy policy:

(H) any additional information or explanation the data broker
chooses to provide concerning its data collection practices;

(I) _the URL of a page on the data broker’s website that:
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(1) pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, allows a consumer to
request that a data broker delete the brokered personal information of the
consumer; and

(i1) informs consumers about the rights of consumers to opt out of
the collection of the consumer’s brokered personal information, including:

(I) whether the data broker permits a consumer to opt out of its
databases, or opt out of certain sales of data;

(II) the procedure for requesting an opt-out;

(III) if the opt-out applies to only certain activities or sales,
which activities or sales it applies to:

(IV) whether the data broker permits a consumer to authorize
an authorized agent to perform the opt out on the consumer’s behalf; and

(V) the data collection, databases, or sales activities from
which a consumer may not opt out; and

(J) whether and to what extent the data broker or any of its
subsidiaries is regulated by the Fair Credit Reporting Act; and

(5) amend an existing registration the data broker has with the Secretary
of State if required by this section or by the State upon the payment of an

administrative fee of $100.00.

(b) tata_brol hat £ail : | : )-ofthi
sectton-is-table-to-the-Statefor: Penalties.

(1) A data broker that fails to register as required by subsection (a) of

this section is liable to the State for:

(A) an administrative fine of $200.00 for each day the data broker

fails to register;

(B) an amount equal to the fees that were due during the period the
data broker failed to register; and

(C) any reasonable costs incurred by the State in the investigation
and administration of the action as the court deems appropriate.
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(2) A data broker that fails to provide all registration information
required in subdivision (a)(4) of this section shall file an amendment pursuant
to subdivision (a)(5) of this section that includes any omitted information not
later than 30 days after discovering or receiving notification of the omission
and is liable to the State for a civil penalty of $1,000.00 per day for each day
thereafter that the data broker does not file an amendment providing the
omitted information.

(3) A data broker that files materially incorrect information in its
registration shall:

(A) be liable to the State for a civil penalty of $25.000.00; and

(B)  correct the materially incorrect information by filing an
amendment pursuant to subdivision (a)(5) of this section not later than 30 days

after discovering or receiving notification of the incorrect information, and, if
it fails to correct the information, the data broker shall be liable for an
additional civil penalty of $1,000.00 per day for each day the data broker fails
to correct the information.

(1) A data broker shall:

(A) maintain a conspicuous page on its website where a consumer or
an authorized agent of a consumer has the ability to request that the data
broker delete the consumer’s brokered personal information free of charge;

(B) delete the consumer’s brokered personal information not later
than 30 days after the consumer makes a deletion request pursuant to
subdivision (A) of this subdivision (1), unless the data broker denies the
request pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection (¢); and

(C)  notify the consumer that the consumer’s brokered personal

information has been deleted not later than five days after the information has
been deleted.

(2) The web page maintained by a data broker pursuant to subdivision
(1) of this subsection shall:

(A) describe how a consumer may exercise the consumer’s right to
delete the consumer’s brokered personal information, including the process for
the consumer to appeal the denial of a deletion request pursuant to subdivision
(5) of this subsection (¢);
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(B) adhere to the accessibility and usability guidelines recommended
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. chapter 126 (the Americans with Disabilities Act) and

29 U.S.C. § 794d (section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973); and

(C) employ design practices that facilitate easy comprehension and
navigation for all users and that are free of any dark patterns.

(3) A data broker may deny a consumer’s request to delete the
consumer’s brokered personal information pursuant to subdivision (1) of this
subsection to the extent that:

(A) the retention of the consumer’s brokered personal information is

required by law or is required to comply with a civil, criminal, or regulatory

inquiry, investigation, subpoena, or summons by a federal, state, municipal, or
other governmental authority; or

(B) the brokered personal information is:

(1) used by a consumer reporting agency to furnish a consumer
report pursuant to the Fair Credit Reporting Act;

(i1) necessary to investigate, establish. exercise, prepare for, or
defend a legal claim;

(ii1) _ strictly necessary to fulfill a specific legal requirement on
behalf of a business to which the data broker is bound by a written contract to
fulfill that legal requirement;

(iv) used to prevent, detect, protect against, or respond to security
incidents, identity theft, fraud, harassment, or to preserve the technical
integrity or physical security of systems or investigate, report, or prosecute
those responsible for any such action;

(v)__data that is collected or used for purposes of the National
Precursor Log Exchange, or its equivalent, pursuant to State or federal law;

(vi) processed solely in the data broker’s capacity as a processor
to a business with which the consumer has a direct relationship, as that term is
defined in subdivision 2430(a)(6)(B) of this chapter; or

(vil) used in connection with underwriting, issuing title insurance,
or completing an appraisal.

(4) Brokered personal information retained pursuant to subdivision (3)
of this subsection shall be:

(A) separated or segregated from data used for any other purpose;
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(B) deleted immediately upon the expiration of the legal or

contractual requirement; and

(C) _not used, sold., shared, or processed for any other purpose.

(5) A data broker shall provide the consumer with the ability to appeal
an instance where the data broker denies the consumer’s request to delete the
consumer’s brokered personal information pursuant to subdivision (3) of this
subsection (c¢) with a process that:

(A) gives the consumer 45 days after the consumer receives notice
that the data broker has denied the deletion request to initiate the appeal:

(B) is conspicuously available to the consumer;

(C) is similar to the manner in which a consumer submits a deletion

request pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection (c);

(D) requires the data broker to approve or deny the appeal within 45
days after the date on which the data broker received the appeal and to notify
the consumer in writing of the data broker’s decision and the reasons for the
decision; and

(E) requires a data broker that denies a consumer’s appeal to provide
information that enables the consumer to contact the Attorney General to
submit a complaint.

(6)(A) If a data broker is unable to authenticate a deletion request made
pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection (¢), the data broker shall not be
required to comply with the request and shall provide notice to the consumer
or the consumer’s agent that the data broker is unable to authenticate the
request. The data broker shall provide the consumer with the additional
information the data broker requires in order to authenticate the consumer.

(B) As used in this subdivision (6), “authenticate” means the use of
reasonable measures to determine whether a deletion request is being made by,
or on behalf of, the consumer who is entitled to exercise that request with
respect to the brokered personal information at issue.

(d) Consumer rights web page. The Secretary of State shall create and
maintain a publicly accessible page on its website that provides consumers
with the following:

(1) a downloadable spreadsheet of data brokers that have registered with
the State along with the information a data broker provides during registration
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section;
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(2) the URL of a page on each registered data broker’s website that
allows a consumer to delete the consumer’s brokered personal information,
pursuant to subdivision (¢)(1) of this section; and

(3) any additional information about the rights consumers have pursuant
to this subchapter.

(e) Enforcement.
(1) A person who violates a provision of this section commits an unfair
and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title.

(2) The Attorney General has the same authority to adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this section and to conduct civil investigations,
enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil actions as provided
under chapter 63, subchapter 1 of this title.

§ 2447. DATA BROKER DUTY TO PROTECT INFORMATION;
STANDARDS; TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

* %k sk

(d) Enforcement.

(1) A person who violates a provision of this section commits an unfair
and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title.

(2) The Attorney General has the same authority to adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this ehapter section and to conduct civil
investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil actions
as provided under chapter 63, subchapter 1 of this title.

* %k sk

Sec. 2. STUDY OF ACCESSIBLE DELETION MECHANISM; REPORT;
APPROPRIATION
(a) The Secretary of State shall study the feasibility of:

(1) establishing an accessible deletion mechanism that:

(A) implements and maintains reasonable security procedures and
practices, including administrative, physical, and technical safeguards
appropriate to the nature of the information and the purposes for which
brokered personal information will be used and to protect a consumer’s
brokered personal information from unauthorized use, disclosure, access,
destruction, or modification;
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(B) allows a consumer, through a single verifiable consumer request,

to request that every data broker that maintains any brokered personal
information about the consumer delete the brokered personal information;

(C) allows a consumer to selectively exclude specific data brokers
from a request made under subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1);

(D) allows a consumer to alter a previous request made pursuant to
subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1) after at least 45 days have passed since
the consumer last made a request;

(E) allows a consumer to request the deletion of all brokered

personal information related to that consumer all at once through a single
deletion request;

(F) permits a consumer to securely submit information in one or
more privacy-protecting ways to aid in the deletion request:

(G) allows a data broker registered with the Secretary of State to
determine whether a consumer has submitted a verifiable request to delete the
brokered personal information related to that consumer as described in
subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1);

(H) does not allow the disclosure of any additional brokered personal
information of a consumer when the data broker accesses the accessible

deletion mechanism, unless otherwise specified in this subchapter;
(I) allows a consumer to make a request described in subdivision (B)

of this subdivision (1) using a website operated by the Secretary of State;

(J) does not charge a consumer to make a request described in

subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1);

(K) is readily accessible and usable by consumers with disabilities;

(L) supports the ability of a consumer’s authorized agents to aid in
the deletion request;

(M) allows the consumer or their authorized agent to verify the status
of the consumer’s deletion request; and

(N) provides a description of the following:

(1) the deletion permitted by this section;

(i1) the process for submitting a deletion request pursuant to this
section; and

(iii) examples of the types of information that may be deleted; and
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(2) utilizing a data broker’s registry fund to hold monies received for

transactions pursuant to 9 V.S.A. § 2446 and to disburse for the purpose of

supporting and offsetting the costs of the accessible deletion mechanism set
forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(b) Reporting. The Secretary of State shall, based on the study set forth in
subsection (a) of this section, submit to the House Committee on Commerce
and Economic Development and the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs an interim report on or before
December 1, 2027, and a final report on or before December 1, 2028,

including its findings and any proposed legislation for the General Assembly’s
consideration. The interim report shall provide the General Assembly with

any recommended actions to pursue in the 2028 legislative session.

(c) Appropriation. In fiscal year 2027, $50,000.00 is appropriated from the
General Fund to the Secretary of State for the purpose of hiring a consultant
that will provide support to the Secretary in the study pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on January 1, 2027.
(Committee Vote: 9-2-0)

Rep. Burkhardt of South Burlington, for the Committee on Ways and
Means, recommends that the bill ought to pass when amended as
recommended by the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Rep. Mrowicki of Putney, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.

(Committee Vote: 9-0-2)
H. 577

An act relating to establishing the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount
Card Program

Rep. Critchlow of Colchester, for the Committee on Health Care,
recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting
clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 7 is added to read:

Subchapter 7. Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program
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§ 4691. VERMONT PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARD
PROGRAM

(a) There is established the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card

Program, administered by the Office of the State Treasurer, for the purpose of

pooling prescription drug purchasing power with other U.S. states and
territories and nongovernmental organizations. The Program shall be made

available to all Vermont residents.

(b)(1) To further the purposes of the Program, the State Treasurer may
cooperate with other U.S. states and territories, regional consortia, or

nongovernmental organizations, or a combination of these, to pool prescription
drug purchasing power to:

(A) reduce prescription drug costs:

(B) negotiate discounts with prescription drug manufacturers;

(C) centralize prescription drug purchasing: and

(D) establish volume discount contracting.

(2) _As used in subdivision (1)(D) of this subsection, “volume discount
contracting” means the negotiated purchase of a large quantity of a
prescription drug at a decreased cost.

(¢) The Treasurer may require that reasonable fees be charged to defray
Program costs. Notwithstanding any provision of 32 V.S.A. § 603 to the

contrary, the amount and method of collection of any fee shall be determined
by the Treasurer based on actual costs.

(d) The amount paid for a prescription drug after application of the
Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card by an individual who is covered by
a health insurance plan, as defined in 8 V.S.A. § 4011, shall be attributed
toward the covered individual’s deductible and out-of-pocket responsibilities
in accordance with 8 V.S.A. § 4093 and section 3612 of this title.

() On or before January 15, 2028, and annually thereafter, the State

Treasurer shall submit a report to the House Committee on Health Care, the

Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, and the Governor detailing the
activities of the Program during the previous calendar vear, including the

number of Vermont residents and pharmacies participating in the Program, the

amount of savings on prescription drug costs achieved, and the balance in the
Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program Fund.
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§ 4692. VERMONT PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARD
PROGRAM FUND

(a)  The Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program Fund is

established as a special fund to be administered by the State Treasurer to
support the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program established in

this subchapter.
(b) The Fund shall consist of:

(1) any monies appropriated to the Fund by the General Assembly:

(2) any monies transferred to the Fund from the federal government,
other State agencies, or other government source;

(3) any monies from the payment of fees or other monies due to the
Program; and

(4) any gifts, grants, or donations made to the Fund and any gifts,
grants, donations, or investments received by the Treasurer for the Program.

(¢) The Treasurer shall credit to the Fund all interest earned on Fund
balances and any other income derived from the deposit and investment of
monies in the Fund.

(d) Any unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Fund at the end of a
fiscal year shall remain in the Fund.

Sec. 2. 8 V.S.A. § 4093 is amended to read:
§ 4093. RETAIL PHARMACIES; FILLING OF PRESCRIPTIONS

* %k sk

(c)(1) A health insurer or pharmacy benefit manager shall permit a
participating network pharmacy to perform all pharmacy services within the
lawful scope of the profession of pharmacy as set forth in 26 V.S.A. chapter
36.

(2) A health insurer or pharmacy benefit manager shall not do any of
the following:

* %k sk

(F)(1) Exclude any amount paid by or on behalf of a covered
individual, including any third-party payment, financial assistance, discount,
discount card, coupon, or other reduction, regardless of whether the individual
purchased the drug with or without using coverage for the drug under any
health insurance plan, when calculating a covered individual’s contribution
toward:
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(I) the out-of-pocket limits for prescription drug costs under
section 4092 of this title;

(IT) the covered individual’s deductible, if any; or

(IIT) to the extent not inconsistent with Sec. 2707 of the Public
Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300gg-6, the annual out-of-pocket maximums
applicable to the covered individual’s health benefit plan.

(i1)) The provisions of subdivision (i) of this subdivision (F)
relating to a third-party payment, financial assistance, discount, coupon, or
other reduction in out-of-pocket expenses made on behalf of a covered
individual shall only apply to a prescription drug:

()  for which there is no generic drug or interchangeable
biological product, as those terms are defined in 18 V.S.A. § 4601; or

(I) for which there is a generic drug or interchangeable
biological product, as those terms are defined in 18 V.S.A. § 4601, but for
which the covered individual has obtained access through prior authorization,
a step therapy protocol, or the pharmacy benefit manager’s or health insurer’s
exceptions and appeals process.

(ii1)) The provisions of subdivision (i) of this subdivision (F) shall
apply to a high-deductible health plan only to the extent that it would not
disqualify the plan from eligibility for a health savings account pursuant to 26
U.S.C. § 223.

(iv) In order to facilitate the appropriate attribution of amounts
paid by or on behalf of a covered individual pursuant to subdivision (i) of this
subdivision (F) for a covered individual who purchases a prescription drug
without using the prescription drug coverage available for the drug under the
covered individual’s health insurance plan, the health insurer or pharmacy

benefit manager, or both, shall:
(I) make readily available on its website a downloadable proof

of payment form for a covered individual to use to submit proof of the actual
amount that the covered individual paid for the drug: and

(II) provide notice to all covered individuals at least annually
that they are responsible for providing proof of payment using the

downloadable proof of payment form or another mechanism, if the health
insurer or pharmacy benefit elects to make another mechanism available for
submitting proof of payment in addition to the downloadable form, in order to
have their spending properly attributed to their out-of-pocket limits,
deductible, and out-of-pocket maximums as set forth in subdivision (i) of this
subdivision (F).
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Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 3612 is amended to read:
§ 3612. PROHIBITED PRACTICES

* ok 3k

(e)(I) A pharmacy benefit manager shall not require a covered person
purchasing a covered prescription drug to pay an amount greater than the
lesser of:

(A) the cost-sharing amount under the terms of the health benefit
plan. as determined in accordance with subdivision (2) of tis subscetion (e):

(B) the maximum allowable cost for the drug; or

(C) the amount the covered person would pay for the drug if the
covered person were to pay the pharmacy’s usual and customary cash price,
after application of any known discounts, #-the-cevered-persen—-were-paying
the—eash—priee instead of using the drug benefit; provided, however, that as
used in this subdivision (C), the term ‘“discount” does not include a
prescription drug discount card or other third-party prescription drug benefit

program.

(2)(A) A pharmacy benefit manager shall attribute any amount paid by
or on behalf of a covered person under-subdivision{(H-of-this-subseetion<(e),
including any third-party payment, financial assistance, discount, discount
card, coupon, or any other reduction in out-of-pocket expenses made by or on
behalf of a covered person for prescription drugs, regardless of whether the
person purchased the drug with or without using coverage for the drug under
any health benefit plan, toward:

(1) the out-of-pocket limits for prescription drug costs under 8
V.S.A. § 4092;

(i1) the covered person’s deductible, if any; and

(ii1)) to the extent not inconsistent with Sec. 2707 of the Public
Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300gg-6, the annual out-of-pocket maximums
applicable to the covered person’s health benefit plan.

(B) The provisions of subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2) relating
to a third-party payment, financial assistance, discount, coupon, or other
reduction in out-of-pocket expenses made on behalf of a covered person shall
only apply to a prescription drug:

(i) for which there is no generic drug or interchangeable
biological product, as those terms are defined in section 4601 of this title; or

- 1318 -



(i1) for which there is a generic drug or interchangeable biological
product, as those terms are defined in section 4601 of this title, but for which
the covered person has obtained access through prior authorization, a step
therapy protocol, or the pharmacy benefit manager’s or health benefit plan’s
exceptions and appeals process.

(C) The provisions of subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2) shall
apply to a high-deductible health plan only to the extent that it would not
disqualify the plan from eligibility for a health savings account pursuant to 26
U.S.C. § 223.

(D) In order to facilitate the appropriate attribution of amounts paid
by or on behalf of a covered person pursuant to subdivision (A) of this
subdivision (2) for a covered person who purchases a prescription drug
without using the prescription drug coverage available for the drug under the

covered person’s health benefit plan, the pharmacy benefit manager shall:

(i) make readily available on its website a downloadable proof of
payment form for a covered person to use to submit proof of the actual amount
that the covered person paid for the drug; and

(i1) provide notice to all covered person at least annually that they
are responsible for providing proof of payment using a downloadable proof of

payment form or another mechanism, if the pharmacy benefit manager elects
to make another mechanism available for submitting proof of payment in
addition to the downloadable form, in order to have their spending properly

attributed to their out-of-pocket limits, deductible, and out-of-pocket
maximums as set forth in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2).

* %k sk

Sec. 4. VERMONT PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARD
PROGRAM; IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

On or before January 15, 2027, the State Treasurer shall report to the
General Assembly regarding implementation of the Vermont Prescription Drug
Discount Card Program established in 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 7. as

added by Sec. 1 of this act, as of that date, including any recommendations for
improving the administration of the Program, any fees to be charged to
participants, and an estimate of the projected costs to the State in the event that
additional financial support is determined to be necessary to administer the
Program.
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Sec. 5. VERMONT PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARD
PROGRAM; EVALUATION AND START-UP FUNDING

In fiscal year 2027, the sum of $50,000.00 is appropriated from the General
Fund to the Office of the State Treasurer for the costs of developing and
implementing the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program as set
forth in this act.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Branagan of Georgia, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends that the report of the Committee on Health Care be amended as
follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 7, in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 1 to read as follows:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 7 is added to read:
Subchapter 7. Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program
§ 4691. VERMONT PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARD
PROGRAM

(a) There is established the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card

Program, administered by the Office of the State Treasurer, for the purpose of
pooling prescription drug purchasing power with other U.S. states and

territories and nongovernmental organizations. The Program shall be made
available to all Vermont residents.

(b)(1) To further the purposes of the Program, the State Treasurer may
cooperate with other U.S. states and territories, regional consortia, or

nongovernmental organizations, or a combination of these, to pool prescription
drug purchasing power to:

(A) reduce prescription drug costs:

(B) negotiate discounts with prescription drug manufacturers;

(C) centralize prescription drug purchasing: and

(D) establish volume discount contracting.

(2) _As used in subdivision (1)(D) of this subsection, “volume discount
contracting” means the negotiated purchase of a large quantity of a
prescription drug at a decreased cost.
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(¢) Monies received by the Program from transfers, gifts, grants, donations,
or any other source, including any monies provided to the State through a
cooperative arrangement authorized by this section, shall be deposited in the
Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment Trust Fund established
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 111 and shall be available to the Office of the State
Treasurer to defray costs associated with administering the Program.

(d) The amount paid for a prescription drug after application of the
Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card by an individual who is covered by
a health insurance plan, as defined in 8 V.S.A. § 4011, shall be attributed
toward the covered individual’s deductible and out-of-pocket responsibilities
in accordance with 8 V.S.A. § 4093 and section 3612 of this title.

() On or before January 15, 2028, and annually thereafter, the State

Treasurer shall submit a report to the House Committee on Health Care, the

Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, and the Governor detailing the
activities of the Program during the previous calendar vear, including the

number of Vermont residents and pharmacies participating in the Program and
the amount of savings on prescription drug costs achieved.
Second: By adding a new section to be Sec. 3a to read as follows:

Sec. 3a. 32 V.S.A. § 111 is amended to read:
§ 111. FINANCIAL LITERACY AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
TRUST FUND

(a) There is hereby established and—ereated a special fund entitled the
Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment Trust Fund to be administered
by the State Treasurer. The purpese purposes of the Fund #s are:

(1) to promote the adoption of fiscally sound money management
practices by Vermonters through education and outreach efforts that raise
awareness of the need for and benefits of practicing such skills and;

(2) to create opportunities to build and encourage the development of
new financial literacy activities and educational products for Verment-eitizens
Vermonters; and

(3)  to support other economic empowerment opportunities for
Vermonters.

(b) The Fund may receive State apprepriatiens transfers, gifts, grants,
federal funds, and any other funds, both public and private, consistent with this
section. FheFunds Monies in the Fund may be expended in accordance with
the trust fund provisions of section 462 of this title for such financial literacy
projects as the Treasurer may direct and to defray costs associated with
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administering the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Program established
pursuant to 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 7—in-accordance—-with-thetrust

fund-previsions-ef seetion462-of this title.

(c) The Treasurer may invest monies in the Fund in accordance with the
provisions of section 434 of this title. All balances in the Fund at the end of the
fiscal year shall be carried forward and shall not revert to the General Fund.
Interest earned shall remain in the Fund. The Treasurer’s annual financial
report to the Governor and the General Assembly shall contain an accounting
of receipts, disbursements, and earnings of the Fund.

Third: In Sec. 4, Vermont Prescription Drug Discount Card Program;
implementation report, by striking out “, any fees to be charged to

participants,”
(Committee Vote: 9-2-0)

Rep. Dickinson of St. Albans Town, for the Committee on
Appropriations, recommends that the bill ought to pass when amended as
recommended by the Committee on Health Care, when further amended as
recommended by the Committee on Ways and Means.

(Committee Vote: 8-2-1)
H. 718
An act relating to building energy efficiency

Rep. Campbell of St. Johnsbury, for the Committee on Energy and
Digital Infrastructure, recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* % * Findings * * *
Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Public policy for several vears has implemented strategies to
stimulate construction to relieve Vermont’s severe housing shortage. These

actions are gaining momentum without appropriate construction standards for

one- and two-unit dwellings and with uneven application of energy efficiency
standards.

(2) Recommendations by stakeholders and building efficiency experts in
the 2023 Building Energy Code Study Committee and the 2024 and 2025
Building Energy Code Working Group consistently find that Vermont’s
mandatory energy codes, the Residential Building Energy Standards (RBES)
and the Commercial Building Energy Standards (CBES), are a subset of
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building construction codes and should eventually be administered by the
Division of Fire Safety, which administers all other building codes.

(3) Vermont has not adopted a residential building construction code

applicable to one- and two-unit dwellings, which means that for these

buildings there is no administrative infrastructure or enforcement mechanism
for implementing energy codes consistently and effectively. Lack of a

residential building code also means Vermont lacks a standard-of-care
reference for the public, builders, designers, insurance companies, or the
courts, and such lack also may limit the State’s ability to access certain federal

funding.

(4) Lack of consistent and effective implementation and enforcement of
the RBES in particular has resulted in low compliance rates, according to
studies by the Department of Public Service.

(5) Recommendations of the 2024 and 2025 Working Group include

leveraging the Office of Professional Regulation’s (OPR’s) residential
contractor registry to provide market incentives to contractors to register and
obtain voluntary certifications, including in energy codes. However, the
registry has not so far proved effective for the public, contractors, or OPR.

(6) OPR does not have adequate resources to make substantial
improvements to the registry. The 2025 Working Group recommended
convening a Task Force and appropriating funding to assist OPR.

(7) _While the RBESs do apply to single-family residences, the
Department of Public Service has advised the General Assembly that enabling
legislation does not provide clear authority for municipalities to administer and
enforce the RBES at the local level. Some municipalities do wish to have that

authority.

* * * Residential Building Code * * *
Sec. 2. ADOPTION OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE

On or before January 15, 2027. the Director of Fire Safety shall complete
an assessment on whether and how the State should adopt a residential

building code. The Director shall submit the report with the recommendation
to the House Committees on Energy and Digital Infrastructure and on General

and Housing and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs.

* # * Task Force * * *
Sec. 3. RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTOR REGISTRY TASK FORCE;

REPORTS
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(a) Creation. There is created the Residential Contractor Registry Task
Force to improve the existing residential contractor registry and expedite the
creation of certain voluntary certifications. The Task Force shall act in an
advisory capacity to Office of Professional Regulation (OPR).

(b) Membership. The Task Force shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) one member appointed by the Secretary of State;

(2) one member appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety:

(3) one member appointed by the Vermont Builders and Remodelers
Association;

(4) one member appointed by the American Institute of Architects
Vermont;

(5) one member appointed by the Secretary of Education;

(6) one member appointed by the Chancellor of the Vermont State
Colleges System;

(1) one member from the Office of Economic Opportunity’s
Weatherization Assistance Program;

(8) one member from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns:

(9) one member appointed by Efficiency Vermont;

(10) one member appointed by the Commissioner of Public Service;

(11) one member from the Vermont Attorney General’s office;

(12) one member from Associated Builders and Contractors of New
Hampshire and Vermont;

(13) one member from Associated General Contractors of Vermont;

(14) one residential contractor not affiliated with Associated Builders

and Contractors of New Hampshire and Vermont or Associated General
Contractors of Vermont, appointed by the Governor; and

(15) one member of the public appointed by the Governor.

(¢) Powers and duties. The Task Force shall advise OPR on ways to:

(1) address shortcomings in the existing residential contractor registry,
including:

(A) improving public-facing web presence;
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(B) identifying cost-efficient outreach strategies to the public and
residential contractors:

(C) identifying and creating lists of trade specialties:; and

(D) clarifying the relationship between business-based registrations
and individual-based certifications;

(2) expedite the creation of voluntary certifications, including

identifying, vetting and recommending credentialing entities, with initial
certifications in the following or similar subject areas:

(A) construction site supervisor;

(B) basic energy code, both residential and commercial; and
(C) high-performance building;

(3) assess how to improve the energy education modules required under

3 V.S.A. § 138 and whether they should be administered by the Department of

Public Service;

(4) assess whether the type of regulation for residential contractors
should be changed from registration to certification or licensure;

(5) assess whether and how the regulating entity for residential building
contractors should be transferred from the Office of Professional Regulation to
the Division of Fire Safety; and

(6) consider any other strategies to improve and streamline the

regulation of the residential construction industry.

(d) Assistance.

(1) The Task Force shall have the administrative, technical, and legal

assistance of the Office of Professional Regulation.

(2) The Division of Fire Safety and Department of Public Service shall
provide informational assistance and technical expertise to the Task Force

regarding issues related to building codes and energy performance.
(e) Reports. Beginning in 2026, the Task Force shall submit annual reports

on or before November 1 to the Office of Professional Regulation, the House
Committees on Energy and Digital Infrastructure and on General and Housing,
and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs and on Natural Resources and Energy with its findings and any
recommendations for legislative action.
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(f) Meetings.

(1) The member appointed by the Secretary of State shall call the first
meeting of the Task Force to occur on or before August 1, 2026, and the Task
Force shall then meet at least monthly through July 2027 and then thereafter at
least every other month.

(2) The Task Force shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.
(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist on June 30, 2029.

(2) Compensation and reimbursement.

(1) Members of the Task Force who are not otherwise compensated by

their employer for attendance at meetings shall be entitled to per diem
compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.

§ 1010.

(2) Payments to members of the Task Force authorized under this
subsection shall be made from monies appropriated to the Office of
Professional Regulation.

* * * Energy Education * * *
* * * Architects, Engineers, and Property Inspectors * * *
Sec. 4. 3 V.S.A. § 138 is amended to read:
§ 138. REQUIRED EDUCATION FOR SPECIFIED LICENSEES; STATE
ENERGY GOALS

* %k sk

(b) The Office shall require each of the licensees described in subsection
(a) of this section to complete an education module regarding the State’s
energy goals and how each licensee’s specific profession can further those
goals.

(1) The education module shal-be-not-meore-thantweo-hours-and shall be
required as a condition of initial licensure and each license renewal. The
module shall explain how the work of the profession or trade intersects with

the energy codes and affects the energy, air flow, and moisture management

dynamics of the building as an integrated system and include education on any
State or utility incentives relevant to the profession.

ok .E} ine the State’ I I &
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(2) The Office shall consider any recommendations on these education
modules provided by relevant stakeholders and approve education modules in
consultation with the Agency of Natural Resources and the Department of
Public Service for all the licensees set forth in subsection (a) of this section
and in consultation with the Department of Taxes for real estate appraisers and
real estate brokers and sales persons. Beginning January 1, 2028, and every 3

years thereafter, the Office shall review these education modules, consider

recommendations by relevant stakeholders, and update the modules as
necessary.

* * * Heating Equipment Technicians * * *
Sec. 5. 20 V.S.A. § 2731 is amended to read:
§ 2731. RULES; INSPECTIONS; VARIANCES
(a) Rules.

(1) The Commissioner is authorized to adopt rules regarding the
construction of buildings, maintenance and operation of premises, and
prevention of fires and removal of fire hazards, and to prescribe standards
necessary to protect the public, employees, and property against harm arising
out of or likely to arise out of fire.

(2)(A) The Commissioner shall require each of the following
certificants

to complete an education module regarding the State’s energy goals and how

each certificant’s specific profession can further those goals:

* sk 3k

(B) The education module shall be not more than two hours and shall
be required as a condition of initial certification and certification renewal. The
module shall explain how the work of the profession or trade intersects with

the energy codes and affects the energy, air flow, and moisture management

dynamics of the building as an integrated system and include education on any
State or utility incentives relevant to the profession.

L ;E*B Fhe Ed&ela.&eﬁl m? duleforinitial el e'mﬁeaaeﬁ shall-provide

- 1327 -




(C) The Commissioner shall consider any recommendations on these
education modules provided by relevant stakeholders and approve education
modules in consultation with the Agency of Natural Resources and the

Department of Public Service. Beginning January 1, 2028, and every 3 years
thereafter, the Commissioner shall review these education modules, consider

recommendations by relevant stakeholders, and update the modules as
necessary.

* %k sk

* % * Commissioned Boiler Inspectors * * *
Sec. 6. 20 V.S.A. § 2884 is amended to read:
§ 2884. QUALIFICATIONS OF INSPECTORS

* %k sk

Department-of Publie Serviee: |Repea1d.|
% %k ok

* * * Electricians * * *
Sec. 7. 26 V.S.A. § 905 is amended to read:
§ 905. APPLICATION; EXAMINATIONS, EDUCATION, AND FEES
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* %k 3k

(g) Pursuant to qualifications and procedures determined by the
Commissioner, the Board shall, upon request, waive application fees for
qualified military members and military spouses.

(1) The education module shall be not more than two hours and shall be
required as a condition of initial licensure and license renewal. The module
shall explain how the work of the profession or trade intersects with the energy
codes and affects the energy, air flow, and moisture management dynamics of
the building as an integrated system and include education on any State or
utility incentives relevant to the profession.

(2) The Commissioner shall consider any recommendations on these
education modules provided by relevant stakeholders and approve education
modules in consultation with the Agency of Natural Resources and the

Department of Public Service. Beginning January 1, 2028, and every 3 years
thereafter, the Commissioner shall review these education modules, consider

recommendations by relevant stakeholders, and update the modules as
necessary.

* %k 3k
* % * Plumbers * * *
Sec. 8. 26 V.S.A. § 2193 is amended to read:
§ 2193. APPLICATIONS; EXAMINATIONS, EDUCATION, AND
FEES

* sk 3k

(f) In addition to other education requirements of this subchapter, the
Commissioner shall require each applicant to complete an education module
regarding the State’s energy goals and how the plumbing profession can
further those goals.

(1) The education module shall be not more than two hours and shall be
required as a condition of initial licensure and license renewal, except that
master and journeyman plumbers who complete this education module shall
not be required to complete this education module for any additional specialty
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license. The module shall explain how the work of the profession or trade
intersects with the energy codes and affects the energy, air flow, and moisture

management dynamics of the building as an integrated system and include
education on any State or utility incentives relevant to the profession.

(2) The Commissioner shall consider any recommendations on these
education modules provided by relevant stakeholders and approve education
modules in consultation with the Agency of Natural Resources and the

Department of Public Service. Beginning January 1, 2028, and every 3 years
thereafter, the Commissioner shall review these education modules, consider

recommendations by relevant stakeholders, and update the modules as
necessary.
Sec. 9. ENERGY PROFESSIONALS REGULATION REPORT

The Office of Professional Regulation shall conduct a sunrise process to
assess whether Home Energy Rating Systems raters and energy professionals
should be regulated professions. On or before November 1. 2028, the Office

shall submit a report with its recommendations to the House Committees on
Energy and Digital Infrastructure and on Government Operations and Military

Affairs and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing, and
General Affairs and on Natural Resources and Energy.

* % * Energy Code Enforcement * * *
Sec. 10. 30 V.S.A. § 51 is amended to read:
§ 51. RESIDENTIAL BUILDING ENERGY STANDARDS; STRETCH
CODE

* %k sk

(1) Municipal enforcement. A municipality may enforce the RBES within
the municipality in compliance with this section.

(k) Transitional safe harbor compliance.

(1) This subsection applies to any residential building for which a
certificate of compliance with the Residential Building Energy Standards was
filed pursuant to this section using the 2020 RBES compliance path during the
period beginning on September 17, 2025, the effective date of Executive Order
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No. 06-25 of 2025, and until such time as amendments to the RBES rules are
adopted.

(2) A building described in subdivision (1) of this subsection shall be
deemed to be in compliance with this section. The use of the 2020 RBES
compliance path during that period shall not, by itself, constitute a violation of
this section or of any rule adopted under this section.

(3) The State shall not bring an enforcement action under this section
based solely on the use of the 2020 RBES compliance path for a building
described in subdivision (1) of this subsection, and no damages, penalties, or
other relief shall be awarded in an action brought under subsection (g) of this
section based solely on such use.

Sec. 11. 30 V.S.A. § 53 is amended to read:
§ 53. COMMERCIAL BUILDING ENERGY STANDARDS

* %k sk

(h) Municipal enforcement. A municipality may enforce the CBES within
the municipality in compliance with this section.

(1) Transitional safe harbor compliance.

(1) This subsection applies to any commercial building for which the
builder or owner complied with the version of the 2020 Commercial Building
Energy Standards as referenced in Executive Order No. 06-25 of 2025 during

the period beginning on September 17, 2025, the effective date of the
Executive Order, and until such time as amendments to the CBES rules are

adopted.

(2) A building described in subdivision (1) of this subsection shall be
deemed to be in compliance with this section. The use of the 2020 version of
the CBES during that period shall not, by itself, constitute a violation of this
section or of any rule adopted under this section.

(3) The State shall not bring an enforcement action under this section
based solely on the use of the 2020 version of the CBES for a building
described in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

Sec. 12. 24 V.S.A. § 3101 is amended to read:
§ 3101. BYLAWS AND ORDINANCES; PENALTIES

(a) The mayor and board of aldermen of a city, the selectboard of a town,
or the trustees of an incorporated village, may, in accordance with this chapter,
establish codes and regulations for the construction, maintenance, repair, and
alteration of buildings and other structures within the municipality. Such
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codes and regulations may include provisions relating to building materials,
structural design, passageways, stairways and exits, heating systems, fire
protection procedures, and such other matters as may be reasonably necessary
for the health, safety, and welfare of the public, but excluding electrical
installations subject to regulation under 26 V.S.A. chapter 15. The adopted
codes and regulations may incorporate by reference the Residential Building

Energy Standards and the Commercial Building Energy Standards established
pursuant to 30 V.S.A. chapter 2.

(b) Any code or regulation under subsection (a) of this section shall be
adopted, amended, or repealed and enforced pursuant to the provisions of
chapter 59 of this title.

(c) When any municipality adopts or amends a building code, it shall
impose requirements consistent with the current rules and standards adopted
by the Commissioner of Public Safety under 20 V.S.A. chapter 173,
subchapter 2.

* %k sk

(g) Incorporation of the Residential Building Energy Standards and the

Commercial Building Energy Standards pursuant to subsection (a) of this

section shall allow the municipality to enforce those standards.

* * % Appropriations * * *
Sec. 13. APPROPRIATIONS
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary:

(1) In fiscal year 2027, the sum of $200.000.00 is appropriated from the
General Fund to the Department of Public Service for the purpose of funding,

as part of the energy efficiency utilities’ 2027-2029 Demand Resource Plans,
consultation and technical support to municipalities that elect to adopt and

enforce the Residential Building Energy Standards and the Commercial
Building Energy Standards.

(2) In fiscal year 2027, the sum of $200.000.00 is appropriated from the
General Fund to the Office of Professional Regulation to support the
Residential Contractor Registry Task Force established in Sec. 3 of this act

with the goal of identifying a consumer-oriented agency or organization to
host a website to raise public awareness of the residential contractor registry;

providing funding to that agency or organization to launch and manage the
website on or before December 31, 2027 and supporting the Office of
Professional Regulation in the development of voluntary certifications.
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* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee Vote: 6-3-0)

Rep. Kascenska of Burke, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the report of the Committee on Energy and Digital
Infrastructure be amended by striking out Sec. 13, appropriations, and in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 13 to read as follows:

Sec. 13. CONTINGENCY OF FUNDING

The duty to implement the Residential Contractor Registry Task Force
described in Sec. 3 of this act is contingent upon an appropriation of funds in
fiscal year 2027 from the General Fund to the Office of Professional
Regulation for that purpose.

(Committee Vote: 9-2-0)

H. 740
An act relating to the greenhouse gas inventory and registry

Rep. James of Manchester, for the Committee on Energy and Digital
Infrastructure, recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 582 is amended to read:
§ 582. GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORIES; REGISTRY

* %k 3k

(e) Rules.

(1) The Secretary may adopt rules to implement the provisions of this
section and shall review existing and proposed international, federal, and State
greenhouse gas emission reporting programs and make reasonable efforts to
promote consistency among the programs established pursuant to this section
and other programs, and to streamline reporting requirements on greenhouse
gas emission sources. Except as provided in subsection (g) of this section,
nothing in this section shall limit a State agency from adopting any rule within
its authority.

(2) The Secretary has authority to adopt rules that create a
comprehensive greenhouse gas emission reporting program that covers all
sources of emissions, including fuel suppliers. Suppliers of transportation and
heating fuels covered by the rules shall comply with requests from the
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Secretary for information. The Secretary shall adopt a rule that at a minimum
includes the types and volume of fossil fuels sold by sector for the

transportation, residential, commercial, and industrial sectors and by zip code,
municipality, or the smallest geographic level practicable.

* %k sk

Sec. 2. RULEMAKING

On or before July 1, 2027. the Secretary of Natural Resources shall adopt
final rules for greenhouse gas reporting as required under 10 V.S.A.

§ 582(e)(2).
Sec. 3. APPROPRIATION AND POSITIONS

(a) Funding. In addition to other funds appropriated to the Agency of
Natural Resources, the sum of $500,000.00 shall be appropriated from the
General Fund as a base appropriation, which will be used to draft the
areenhouse gas emission reporting rules, to develop a greenhouse gas emission

source database, and to support staff and on-going efforts required to
implement emission source data collection.

(b) Positions. In fiscal year 2027, the establishment of two new permanent

classified Environmental Analyst V positions in the Agency of Natural
Resources is authorized.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee Vote: 6-3-0)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the report of the Committee on Energy and Digital
Infrastructure be amended as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 2 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a
new Sec. 2 to read as follows:

Sec. 2. RULEMAKING

Contingent upon an appropriation of funds in fiscal year 2027, for this
purpose, on or before July 1, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources shall
adopt final rules for greenhouse gas reporting as required under 10 V.S.A.
§ 582(e)(2). The duty to create a database for the reporting of data is also
contingent upon an appropriation of funds.
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Second: By striking out Sec. 3, appropriation and positions, in its entirety
and by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct.

(Committee Vote: 8-3-0)
H. 778
An act relating to dam safety

Rep. Chapin of East Montpelier, for the Committee on Environment,
recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting
clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 10 is amended to read:
§ 10. REQUEST TO GOVERNOR BY MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES

The all-hazards event provisions of this chapter shall not be brought into
action unless the municipal director of emergency management, a member of
the legislative body of the municipality, the city or town manager, or the
mayor of a city that is within the area affected by an all-hazards event shall
declare an emergency and request the Governor to find that a state of
emergency exists and the Governor so finds, or unless the Governor declares a
state of emergency under section 9 of this title. This section shall not be
construed to prevent the Governor or the Director of Emergency Management
without municipal approval from requiring the evacuation of an area subject to
inundation from a dam failure when there is a dam failure or an imminent risk
of failure.

Sec. 2. STATE OF VERMONT EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLANNING
PILOT PROJECT; REPORT

(a)(1) The Division of Emergency Management, in coordination with the
Department of Environmental Conservation, shall conduct a pilot project
under which the Division shall develop a set of emergency operations plans
(EOPs) for two State-owned dams that have been classified as high-hazard
potential. One of the dams shall have a population at risk of 1,000 or more
persons and the other shall have a population at risk of 100 or more but fewer

than 1,000 persons.

(2) The set of EOPs for each dam shall include an EOP for each
municipality in the inundation zone of the dam.

(b)(1) In preparing the EOPs required under subsection (a) of this section
and in order to ensure the sufficiency of the EOPs to protect public lives and
property, the Division shall coordinate with and collect input from those
entities traditionally involved in regional and municipal emergency
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management, including municipal officials; emergency responders; regional
planning commissions; State and regional search and rescue partners,

including swiftwater rescue providers; and other relevant interested parties
located in the regional area that would be inundated if the dam were to fail.
The Division also shall coordinate with any owner or operator of a
hydroelectric generation facility located at a State-owned dam.

(2) The Division of Emergency Management may hire a contractor,
including a regional planning commission, to complete the requirements of
this section, including one or both of the EOPs required under subsection (a)
of this section.

(¢) _Each EOP required to be completed under subsection (a) of this section
shall:

(1) be coordinated with each dam’s emergency action plan and shall
utilize each dam’s emergency action plan inundation maps:

(2) _ identify planned evacuations and evacuation routes based on
possible inundation scenarios, including how to evacuate vulnerable
populations such as medically vulnerable individuals who need access to
electricity or specialized medical equipment;

(3) identify where individuals shall evacuate to, such as a shelter, higher

ground, or reunification location;

(4) engage facilities that house vulnerable populations, such as schools,

shelters for the unhoused, and senior living communities, in the plan
development;

(5) plan for the use of mutual aid and State resources, and coordinate
such use between municipalities downstream of the dam;

(6) address how to implement the use of pre-event communication and

early warning systems to alert persons in the inundation areas, including the
use of the VT-Alert system; and

(7) _include any additional provisions deemed useful by the Division in
developing the EOP or for inclusion in the EQP.

(d) On or before July 1, 2028. the Division of Emergency Management
shall submit to the House Committee on Environment and the Senate

Committee on Natural Resources and Energy the results of the pilot project
required under subsection (a) of this section, including:

(1) copies of the EOPs for the two dams:
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(2) a summary of the process of developing the EOPs, including

whether the Division completed the EOPs with Division staff, contracted with

regional planning commissions, or hired other contractors to complete the
EOPs;

(3) a summary of how the Division or the Division contractor

coordinated with municipal officials; State and regional search and rescue
entities, including swiftwater rescue partners; owners or operators of
hydroelectric facilities at a dam; and emergency responders representing
municipalities in the area of potential inundation from each dam:;

(4) _the cost of the EOPs completed under the pilot project;

(5) a summary of early warning and communications systems

municipalities may use to communicate recommendations or requests for
evacuation, including the best use of the State’s VT-Alert System: and

(6) a scope, timeline, and budget for the Division to develop an EOP
template or templates and a training on EOP development for municipalities.

(e) _As part of the report required under subsection (d) of this section, the
Division of Emergency Management shall, based on the results of the pilot

project EOPs:

(1) recommend how EOPs should be completed for all State or federal

dams in Vermont that are high-hazard potential dams and that have a
population at risk of 100 or more persons, including:

(A) whether and how to prioritize completion of the EOPs for all
high-hazard dams with a population at risk of 100 or more persons;
(B) whether the Division of Emergency Management can complete

or contract for completion of the EOPs for all State or federal dams with a
population at risk of 100 or more persons by 2035:

(C) whether the Division of Emergency Management can complete
an EOP for a federal dam or whether the Division may only assist those local
entities authorized to complete an EOP under federal law; and

(D) what it would cost for the Division of Emergency Management
to complete the EOPs for dams with a population at risk of 100 or more
persons or what it would cost for the Division to contract with a qualified
consultant to complete the EOPs;

(2) recommend how EOPs should be completed for high-hazard dams
with a population at risk of fewer than 100 persons;
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(3) recommend potential funding sources that the Division or individual

municipalities could access to complete or contract for the completion of
EOPs;

(4) recommend how to best educate municipalities, regional planning

commissions, and emergency service providers about the need for and
importance of EOPs for dams;

(5) recommend whether and how an EOP should identify structures that

persons would reasonably be expected to occupy and how to geotag these
structures for purposes of inclusion in the VT-Alert system: and

(6) recommend how often the Division, regional planning commissions,

or municipalities should conduct practice emergency response for the EOPs
required under subsection (a) of this section and ultimately for all EOPs
prepared for dams in the State.

Sec. 3. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In addition to other funds appropriated to the Department of Public
Safety for the Division of Emergency Management in fiscal year 2027,
$250,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department for
completion by the Division of Emergency Management of the emergency
operations plan pilot project required under Sec. 2 of this act.

(b) In addition to other funds appropriated to the Department of
Environmental Conservation in fiscal year 2027, $125,000.00 is appropriated
from the General Fund to the Department of Environmental Conservation for
the Department’s assistance in completing the emergency operations plan pilot
project required under Sec. 2 of this act.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Environment.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)
H. 861

An act relating to establishing an Americans with Disabilities Act
Coordinator
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Rep. Burrows of West Windsor, for the Committee on General and
Housing, recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. chapter 45 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 45. ADMINISTRATION

* %k sk

Subchapter 7. Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator
§ 2331. AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COORDINATOR

(a) There is created the permanent position of the Americans with
Disabilities Act Coordinator within the Agency of Administration for the
purpose of coordinating, across State government and in collaboration with
agency partners, all State programs, services, and activities, accessible to and
available for individuals with disabilities.

(b) The Coordinator shall be an individual with the lived experience of a
disability and shall have completed a recognized Americans with Disabilities
Act coordinator certificate program. The Coordinator shall have
comprehensive knowledge of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C.
§§ 12101-12213, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. §
794, and any related federal and State disability rights law. The Coordinator

shall be familiar with the structure, programs, services, and personnel of State
government and with alternative communication formats and assistive
technologies.

(c) In hiring for the Coordinator position, the Secretary of Administration
shall consider only those candidates nominated by the following entities:

(1) the Human Rights Commission;
(2) Disability Rights Vermont;

(3) the Vermont Coalition for Disability Rights: and

(4) the Vermont Center for Independent Living.
(d) The Coordinator shall:

(1)  work directly with State agencies and departments to advance,
coordinate, and monitor statewide compliance efforts;

(2) act as a consultant for State employees, boards, and executive,
legislative, and judicial leadership;
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(3) ensure communications with individuals with disabilities are as

effective as those with individuals without disabilities, giving primary
consideration to the individual’s preferred method of communication;

(4) educate State employees on their legal obligations, disability access
requirements, ableism, and prevention initiatives;

(5) audit programs, facilities, and activities for ongoing compliance;

(6) oversee self-evaluation processes throughout State government to
identify and correct violations:

(7)  monitor federally required transition plans to ensure timely
completion of structural accessibility and improvement;

(8) provide federally required public notice of rights under the
Americans with Disabilities Act and provide contact information for a
governmental entity’s coordinator;

(9)  maintain collaborative relationships with disability advocacy
organizations and stakeholders: and

(10)  facilitate partnerships among governmental departments and

disability advocacy organizations to align policies, programs, and
implementation strategies that support compliance with the Americans with

Disabilities Act and accessible services.

(e) The Coordinator shall have the administrative, legal, and technical
support of the Agency of Administration.

Sec. 2. APPROPRIATION; AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
COORDINATOR

In fiscal year 2027, $150.000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to
establish the Americans with Disabilities Coordinator position established in 3
V.S.A. § 2331.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Rep. Stevens of Waterbury, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the report of the Committee on General and Housing be
amended by striking out Sec. 2, appropriation; Americans with Disabilities Act
Coordinator, and Sec. 3, effective date, in their entireties and inserting in lieu
thereof a new Sec. 2 to read as follows:

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
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This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026, provided that the sum of
$150,000.00 has been appropriated in the fiscal year 2027 budget for the
Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator position established in Sec. 1.

(Committee Vote: 7-4-0)

H. 931
An act relating to miscellaneous changes in education law
(Rep. Conlon of Cornwall will speak for the Committee on Education.)

Rep. Burkhardt of South Burlington, for the Committee on Ways and
Means, recommends that the bill be amended as follows:

First: By striking out Secs. 3—12 (BOCES; CESA name change) and their
reader assistance heading in their entireties and inserting in lieu thereof 10 new
sections to read as follows:

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]
Sec. 4. [Deleted.]

Sec. 5. [Deleted. ]
Sec. 6. [Deleted. ]
Sec. 7. [Deleted.]
Sec. 8. [Deleted. ]
Sec. 9. [Deleted.]

Sec. 10. [Deleted.]
Sec. 11. [Deleted.]
Sec. 12. [Deleted.]
Second: In Sec. 14, 16 V.S.A. § 254a, in subsection (c), following “on a

form provided by the Vermont Crime Information Center” by striking out “, a

set of the applicant’s fingerprints, and a fee established by the Vermont Crime
Information Center that shall reflect the cost of obtaining the record from the
FBI. The fee shall be paid by the applicant” and inserting in lieu thereof “and

a set of the applicant’s fingerprints. The Agency shall pay the fingerprinting
fee required pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 2062 and shall pay any fee required by

the FBI associated with a fingerprint-supported criminal record check”
(Committee Vote: 9-1-1)

- 1341 -



Rep. Kascenska of Burke, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Ways and Means.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)
Favorable
H. 915

An act relating to establishing an extended producer responsibility program
for beverage containers

(Rep. Morris of Springfield will speak for the Committee on
Environment.)

Rep. Burkhardt of South Burlington, for the Committee on Ways and
Means, recommends that the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 9-1-1)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 8-3-0)
H. 937
An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures

(Rep. Rachelson of Burlington will speak for the Committee on
Judiciary.)

Rep. Ode of Burlington, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends that the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

CONSENT CALENDAR FOR ACTION
Concurrent Resolutions for Adoption Under Joint Rules 16a - 16d

The following concurrent resolutions have been introduced for approval by
the Senate and House and will be adopted automatically unless a Senator or
Representative requests floor consideration in that member’s chamber before
today’s adjournment. Requests for floor consideration in either chamber
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should be communicated to the Senate Secretary’s Office or the House Clerk’s
Office, as applicable. For text of resolutions, see Addendum to House
Calendar of March 19, 2026.

H.C.R. 227
House concurrent resolution in memory of Alice June Abraham
H.C.R. 228

House concurrent resolution congratulating Ryan Kilborn on his selection
as the recipient of the Vermont Forest Products Association Outstanding
Management of Resources award

H.C.R. 229

House concurrent resolution in memory of respected legal community
leader, linguist, and musician Robert D. Rachlin

For Informational Purposes
CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover dates:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 13, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day — Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 13, 2026.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House Rule
35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means must
be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday, March
20, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on the
Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills (the
general Appropriations bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation Capital
bill, the Capital Construction bill, and the Fee/Revenue bills).

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION (H.C.R.) PROCESS

Joint Rules 16a—16d provide the procedure for the General Assembly to adopt
concurrent resolutions pursuant to the Consent Calendar. Here are the steps
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for Representatives to introduce an H.C.R. and to have it ceremonially read
during a House session:

1. Meet with or email Legislative Counselor Michael Chernick regarding your
H.C.R. draft request. Come prepared with an idea and any relevant
supporting documents.

2. Have a date in mind if you want a ceremonial reading. You should
communicate with Counselor Chernick at least two weeks prior to the
week you want your ceremonial reading to happen.

3. Counselor Chernick will draft your H.C.R., and Resolutions Editor and
Coordinator Jill Pralle will edit it. Upon completion of this process, a
paper or electronic copy will be released to you. If a paper copy is
released to you, a sponsor sign-out sheet will also be included.

4. Please submit a final sponsor list (with all sponsors listed) to Counselor
Chernick by paper or electronically, but not both.

5. The final list of sponsors needs to be submitted, by email or on a paper
sign-out sheet, to Counselor Chernick not later than 1:00 p.m. the
Wednesday of the week prior to the H.C.R.’s appearance on the Consent
Calendar.

6. The Office of Legislative Counsel will then send your H.C.R. to the House
Clerk’s Office for incorporation into the Consent Calendar and House
Calendar Addendum for the following week.

7. The week that your H.C.R. is on the Consent Calendar, any presentation
copies that you requested will be mailed or available for pickup on Friday,
after the House and Senate adjourn, which is when your H.C.R. is adopted
pursuant to Joint Rules.

8. Your H.C.R. can be ceremonially read during a House session once it is
adopted, meaning it must have been adopted through the House Consent
Calendar not later than the week prior to your requested ceremonial
reading date. Contact Second Assistant Clerk Courtney Reckord to confirm
your requested ceremonial reading date.

9. A Note: If there is a specific date, week, or month that your resolution
must be read (e.g. to designate a specified period of time or to recognize a
group on a certain day), please inform Second Assistant Clerk Courtney
Reckord as soon as possible, so she can reserve that date in advance. You
do not need to have the resolution drafted by then.
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JOINT FISCAL COMMITTEE NOTICES

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3)(D):

JFO #3273: $29,303,666.00 to the Public Service Department, Office of
Economic Opportunity from the U.S. Department of Energy. The
Home Energy Rebate Program funds will be used to weatherize low-
income homes. The first-year distribution is $14,133.00 with
subsequent yearly awards through May 31, 2029, for a total of
$29,303,666.00. [Received March 9, 2026]

JFO #3274: $50,000.00 to the Vermont Secretary of State’s office from
the Vermont Community Foundation. Funds are for the Local Civic
Journalism program to support the State of Vermont Local Journalism
Awards. This award expands the Local Journalism grants in the FY26
Secretary of State’s budget. /Received March 16, 2026]

JFO #3275: $250,000.00 to the Vermont Police Academy, Criminal
Justice Training Council from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services. Funds to support curriculum

development of de-escalation of volatile and high-risk situations.
[Received March 16, 2026]
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