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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

NEW BUSINESS

Third Reading

H. 40.

An act relating to nonconsensual removal of or tampering with a condom.

H. 363.

An act relating to prohibiting discrimination based on certain hair types and
styles.

H. 666.

An act relating to escrow deposit bonds.

Second Reading

Favorable

H. 664.

An act relating to designating a State Mushroom.

Reported favorably by Senator Wrenner for the Committee on
Agriculture.

The Committee on Agriculture recommends that the bill ought to pass in
concurrence.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments)

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 563.

An act relating to criminal motor vehicle offenses involving unlawful
trespass, theft, or unauthorized operation.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Hashim for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:



- 2117 -

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 3705 is amended to read:

§ 3705. UNLAWFUL TRESPASS

(a)(1) A person shall be imprisoned for not more than three months or
fined not more than $500.00, or both, if, without legal authority or the consent
of the person in lawful possession, he or she the person enters or remains on
any land or in any place as to which notice against trespass is given by:

(A) actual communication by the person in lawful possession or his
or her the person’s agent or by a law enforcement officer acting on behalf of
such person or his or her the person’s agent;

(B) signs or placards so designed and situated as to give reasonable
notice; or

(C) in the case of abandoned property:

(i) signs or placards, posted by the owner, the owner’s agent, or a
law enforcement officer, and so designed and situated as to give reasonable
notice; or

(ii) actual communication by a law enforcement officer.

(2) As used in this subsection, “abandoned property” means:

(A) real property on which there is a vacant structure that for the
previous 60 days has been continuously unoccupied by a person with the legal
right to occupy it and with respect to which the municipality has by first-class
mail to the owner’s last known address provided the owner with notice and an
opportunity to be heard; and

(i) property taxes have been delinquent for six months or more; or

(ii) one or more utility services have been disconnected; or

(B) a railroad car that for the previous 60 days has been unmoved
and unoccupied by a person with the legal right to occupy it.

(b) Prosecutions for offenses under subsection (a) of this section shall be
commenced within 60 days following the commission of the offense and not
thereafter.

(c) A person who enters the motor vehicle of another and knows that the
person does not have legal authority or the consent of the person in lawful
possession of the motor vehicle to do so shall be imprisoned not more than
three months or fined not more than $500.00, or both. For a second or
subsequent offense, a person who violates this subsection shall be imprisoned
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not more than one year or fined not more than $500.00, or both. Notice
against trespass shall not be required under this subsection.

(d) A person who enters a building other than a residence, whose access is
normally locked, whether or not the access is actually locked, or a residence in
violation of an order of any court of competent jurisdiction in this State shall
be imprisoned for not more than one year or fined not more than $500.00, or
both.

(d)(e) A person who enters a dwelling house, whether or not a person is
actually present, knowing that he or she the person is not licensed or privileged
to do so shall be imprisoned for not more than three years or fined not more
than $2,000.00, or both.

(e)(f) A law enforcement officer shall not be prosecuted under subsection
(a) of this section if he or she the law enforcement officer is authorized to
serve civil or criminal process, including citations, summons, subpoenas,
warrants, and other court orders, and the scope of his or her the law
enforcement officer’s entrance onto the land or place of another is no not more
than necessary to effectuate the service of process.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for February 13, 2024, page
196.)

NOTICE CALENDAR

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 629.

An act relating to changes to property tax abatement and tax sales.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Watson for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
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* * * Municipal Tax Abatement * * *

Sec. 1. 24 V.S.A. § 1535 is amended to read:

§ 1535. ABATEMENT

(a) The board may abate in whole or part taxes, water charges, sewer
charges, interest, or collection fees, or any other municipal charges or fees for
utilities or services, or any combination of those, other than those arising out
of a corrected classification of homestead or nonhomestead property, accruing
to the town in the following cases:

(1) taxes or charges of persons who have died insolvent;

(2) taxes or charges of persons who have moved from the State;

(3) taxes or charges of persons who are unable to pay their taxes or
charges, interest, and collection fees;

(4) taxes in which there is manifest a clear or obvious error or a mistake
of the listers;

(5) taxes or charges upon real or personal property lost or destroyed
during the tax year;

(6) the exemption amount available under 32 V.S.A. § 3802(11) to
persons otherwise eligible for exemption who file a claim on or after May 1
but before October 1 due to the claimant’s sickness or disability or other good
cause as determined by the board of abatement; but that exemption amount
shall be reduced by 20 percent of the total exemption for each month or
portion of a month the claim is late filed;

(7) [Repealed.]

(8) [Repealed.]

(9) taxes or charges upon a mobile home moved from the town during
the tax year as a result of a change in use of the mobile home park land or
parts thereof or closure of the mobile home park in which the mobile home
was sited, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6237; or

(10) sewer, water, utility, or service charges caused by circumstances
that were difficult to foresee or outside of the person’s control.

(b) The board’s abatement of an amount of tax or charge shall
automatically abate any uncollected interest and fees relating to that amount.

(c) The board shall, in any case in which it abates taxes or charges, interest,
or collection fees accruing to the town or denies an application for abatement,
state in detail in writing the reasons for its decision. The written decision shall
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provide sufficient explanation to indicate to the parties what was considered
and what was decided. The decision shall address the arguments raised by the
applicant. Prior to issuing a written decision, the board may request additional
relevant information or documentation related to the case.

(d)(1) The board may order that any abatement as to an amount or amounts
already paid be in the form of a refund or in the form of a credit against the tax
or charge for the next ensuing tax year or charge billing cycle and for
succeeding tax years or billing cycles if required to use up the amount of the
credit.

(2) Whenever a municipality votes to collect interest on overdue taxes
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5136, interest in a like amount shall be paid by the
municipality to any person for whom an abatement has been ordered.

(3) Interest on taxes or charges paid and subsequently abated shall
accrue from the date payment was due or made, whichever is later. However,
abatements issued pursuant to subdivision (a)(5) of this section need not
include the payment of interest.

(4) When a refund has been ordered, the board shall draw an order on
the town treasurer for payment of the refund.

(e)(1) The board may hear a group of similar requests for abatement as a
class, provided that:

(A) the board has first met and established a class in accordance with
this subsection (e);

(B) the requests shall arise from the same cause or event;

(C) the requests relate to the bases for abatement in subdivision
(a)(4), (5), or (9) of this section;

(D) the board shall group requests based on property classification;

(E) the board shall provide notice to each taxpayer of the taxpayer’s
status as a member of the class; and

(F) a taxpayer shall have the right to decline the taxpayer’s status as a
member of the class and pursue the taxpayer’s request as a separate action
before the board.

(2) The board shall provide notice to each taxpayer at minimum 21 days
before the scheduled hearing for the class. The notice shall include a
description of the class and the board’s reasons for grouping the requests, an
explanation of the taxpayer’s status as a member of the class, the procedure for
appealing a board decision, the taxpayer’s right to decline class membership
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and pursue a separate action, and any deadlines that the taxpayer must meet in
order to participate as a member of the class or pursue a separate action.

(3) A taxpayer shall notify the board of the taxpayer’s intent to pursue a
separate action, pursuant to subdivision (1)(F) of this subsection, a minimum
of seven days before the board’s hearing to consider a class request.

(4) A board may preserve and take notice of any evidence supporting
the basis for abatement for a class and use that evidence for purposes of a later,
separate action pursued by an individual taxpayer.

(5) In instances where a board abates in part taxes, charges, interest, or
collection fees for a class, the board shall not render a decision that results in
disproportionate rates of abatement for taxpayers within the class.

(f) A municipality shall provide clear notice to a taxpayer of the ability to
request tax abatement, and how to request abatement, at the same time as a
municipality attempts to collect a municipal fee or interest for delinquent
taxes, water charges, sewer charges, or tax collection.

(g) The legislative body of a municipality by a majority vote may abate de
minimis amounts of taxes for purposes of reconciling municipal accounts
according to generally accepted accounting principles.

Sec. 2. 24 V.S.A. § 5144 is amended to read:

§ 5144. UNIFORM NOTICE FORM

The notice form required under section 5143 of this chapter, and defined in
section 5142 of this chapter, shall be clearly printed on a pink colored sheet of
paper, and shall be according to the following form:

* * *

ABATEMENT AND POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN CHARGES––You may be
able to receive a reduction of charges, penalties, or interest through municipal
abatement. To seek this reduction in charges from the Board of Abatement,
contact the municipal clerk by mail or phone:

(Name of Clerk of Board of Abatement)

(Name of Town, City, or Village)

(Address of Office)

(Mailing Address)

or by calling:

(Telephone Number)
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* * * Property Tax Credit * * *

Sec. 3. 32 V.S.A. § 6065 is amended to read:

§ 6065. FORMS; TABLES; NOTICES

(a) In administering this chapter, the Commissioner shall provide suitable
claim forms with tables of allowable claims, instructions, and worksheets for
claiming a homestead property tax credit.

(b) Prior to June 1, the Commissioner shall also prepare and supply to each
town in the State notices describing the homestead property tax credit, for
inclusion in property tax bills. The notice shall be in simple, plain language
and shall explain how to file for a property tax credit, where to find assistance
filing for a credit, and any other related information as determined by the
Commissioner. The notice shall direct taxpayers to a resource where they can
find versions of the notice translated into the five most common non-English
languages in the State. A town shall include such notice in each tax bill and
notice of delinquent taxes that it mails to taxpayers who own in that town a
homestead as defined in subdivision 5401(7) of this title residential property,
without regard for whether the property was declared a homestead pursuant to
subdivision 5401(7) of this title.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b) of this section, towns
that use envelopes or mailers not able to accommodate notices describing the
homestead tax credit may distribute such notices in an alternative manner.

* * * Tax Sale of Real Property * * *

Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 5252 is amended to read:

§ 5252. LEVY AND NOTICE OF SALE; SECURING PROPERTY

(a) When the collector of taxes of a town or of a municipality within it has
for collection a tax assessed against real estate in the town and the taxpayer is
delinquent for a period longer than one year, the collector may extend a
warrant on such land. However, no warrant shall be extended until a
delinquent taxpayer is given an opportunity to enter a written reasonable
repayment plan pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. If a collector
receives notice from a mobile home park owner pursuant to 10 V.S.A. §
6248(b), the collector shall, within 15 days after the notice, commence tax sale
proceedings to hold a tax sale within 60 days after the notice. If the collector
fails to initiate such proceedings, the town may initiate tax sale proceedings
only after complying with 10 V.S.A. § 6249(f). If the tax collector extends the
warrant, the collector shall:
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(1) File in the office of the town clerk for record a true and attested
copy of the warrant and so much of the tax bill committed to the collector for
collection as relates to the tax against the delinquent taxpayer, a sufficient
description of the land so levied upon, and a statement in writing that by virtue
of the original tax warrant and tax bill committed to the collector for
collection, the collector has levied upon the described land.

(2) Advertise forthwith such land for sale at public auction in the town
where it lies three weeks successively in a newspaper circulating in the
vicinity, the last publication to be at least 10 days before such sale.

(3) Give the delinquent taxpayer written notice by certified mail
requiring a return receipt directed to the last known address of the delinquent
of the date and place of such sale at least 10 30 days prior thereto if the
delinquent is a resident of the town and 20 30 days prior thereto if the
delinquent is a nonresident of the town. If the notice by certified mail is
returned unclaimed,:

(A) notice shall be provided to the taxpayer by resending the notice
by first-class mail or by personal service pursuant to Rule 4 of the Vermont
Rules of Civil Procedure; and

(B) notice shall be provided by e-mail, provided the tax collector can
acquire the e-mail address of the delinquent taxpayer using reasonable effort;
and

(C) notice shall be affixed to the front door of the property subject to
tax sale, provided it has a structure.

(4) Give to the mortgagee or lien holder of record written notice of such
sale at least 10 30 days prior thereto if a resident of the town and, if a
nonresident, 20 30 days’ notice to the mortgagee or lien holder of record or his
or her the mortgagee’s or lien holder’s agent or attorney by certified mail
requiring a return receipt directed to the last known address of such person. If
the notice by certified mail is returned unclaimed, notice shall be provided by
resending the notice by first-class mail or by personal service pursuant to Rule
4 of the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure.

(5) Post a notice of such sale in some public place in the town.

(6) Enclose the following statement, with directions to a resource
translating the notice into the five most common non-English languages used
in this State, with the notices required under subdivisions (3) and (4) of this
subsection and with every delinquent tax notice:

Warning: There are unpaid property taxes at (address of property), which you
may own, have a legal interest, or may be contiguous to your property. The
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property will be sold at public auction on (date set for sale) unless the overdue
taxes, fees, and interest in the amount of (dollar amount due) is paid. To make
payment or receive further information, contact (name of tax collector)
immediately at (office address), (mailing address), (e-mail address), or
(telephone number).

(7) The resource for translation of the notice required under subdivision
(6) of this subsection shall be made available to all municipalities by the
Vermont Department of Taxes.

(b)(1) If the warrant and levy for delinquent taxes has been recorded
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, the municipality in which the real
estate lies may secure the property against illegal activity and potential fire
hazards after giving the mortgagee or lien holder of record written notice at
least 10 days prior to such action.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, when
a warrant and levy for delinquent taxes has been recorded pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section, it shall be for all delinquent taxes due at the time
the warrant and levy is filed.

(c)(1) A municipality shall not initiate a tax sale proceeding until it has,
after attempting to consult with the taxpayer, offered a delinquent taxpayer a
written reasonable repayment plan and the taxpayer has either denied the offer,
failed to respond within 30 days, or failed to make a payment under the plan
within the time frame established by the collector. When establishing a plan
under this subsection, the municipality may request related information and
shall consider the following:

(A) the income and income schedule of the taxpayer, if offered by
the taxpayer;

(B) the taxpayer’s tax payment history with the municipality;

(C) the amount of tax debt owed to the municipality;

(D) the amount of time tax has been delinquent; and

(E) the taxpayer’s reason for the delinquency, if offered by the
taxpayer.

(2) A collector is only required to offer one payment plan per
delinquency, without regard for whether it is agreed to by the delinquent
taxpayer.

(3) A collector may void a payment plan and proceed to tax sale if a
delinquent taxpayer agrees to a payment plan under this subsection and fails to
make a timely payment.
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Sec. 5. 32 V.S.A. § 5253 is amended to read:

§ 5253. FORM OF ADVERTISEMENT AND NOTICE OF SALE

The form of advertisement and notice of sale provided for in section 5252
of this title shall be substantially in the following form:

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders, and mortgagees of lands in
the town of __________ in the county of __________ are hereby notified that
the taxes assessed by such town for the years ______ (insert years the taxes are
unpaid) ______ remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following
described lands in such town, to wit,
_________________________________________

_________________________________________

(insert description of lands)

and so much of such lands will be sold at public auction at ______ a public
place in such town, on the _____ day of ______ (month), ______ (year) at
______ o’clock ____ (am/pm), as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes
with costs and fees, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s
representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes shall have a right to
redemption for a period of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A.
§ 5260.

Dated at __________, Vermont, this ________ day of _______ (month), ____
(year).

_________________________________________

Collector of Town Taxes

Sec. 6. 32 V.S.A. § 5260 is amended to read:

§ 5260. REDEMPTION

(a) When the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee of lands sold for taxes, his
or her the owner’s, lien holder’s, or mortgagee’s representatives or assigns,
within one year from the day of sale, pays or tenders to the collector who made
the sale or in the case of his or her the collector’s death or removal from the
town where the land lies, to the town clerk of such town, the sum for which
the land was sold with interest thereon calculated at a rate of one percent per
month or fraction thereof from the day of sale to the day of payment, a deed of
the land shall not be made to the purchaser, but the money paid or tendered by
the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee or his or her the owner’s, lien holder’s, or
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns to the collector or town clerk shall be
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paid over to such purchaser on demand. In the event that a municipality
purchases contaminated land pursuant to section 5259 of this title, the cost to
redeem shall include all costs expended for assessment and remediation,
including expenses incurred or authorized by any local, State, or federal
government authority.

(b) During the redemption period, the tax collector shall:

(1) Serve the delinquent taxpayer with the written notice required under
subsection (c) of this section between 90 and 120 days prior to the end of the
redemption period using certified mail requiring a return receipt, directed to
the last known address of the delinquent taxpayer. If the notice by certified
mail is returned unclaimed, notice shall be provided by resending the notice by
first-class mail or by personal service pursuant to Rule 4 of the Vermont Rules
of Civil Procedure.

(2) Post the notice in some public place in the municipality between 90
and 120 days prior to the end of redemption period.

(c) The tax collector shall enclose the following statement, with directions
to a resource translating the notice into the five most common non-English
languages used in this State, with every notice required under this section:

Warning: There are unpaid property taxes at (address of property), which
you may own, have a legal interest in, or may be contiguous to your property.
The property was sold at public auction on (date). Unless the overdue taxes,
fees, and interest are paid by (last day of redemption period), the deed to the
property will transfer to purchaser. To redeem the property and avoid losing
your legal interest, you must pay (dollar amount due for redemption). The
amount you must pay to redeem the property increases every month due to
interest, mailing costs, and other costs. To make payment or receive further
information, contact (name of tax collector) immediately at (office address),
(mailing address), (e-mail address), and (telephone number).

(d) The resource for translation of the notice required under subsection (c)
of this section shall be made available to all municipalities by the Vermont
Department of Taxes.

Sec. 7. WORKING GROUP ON VERMONT’S ABATEMENT AND TAX
SALE PROCESSES

(a) Creation. There is created the Working Group on Vermont’s
Abatement and Tax Sale Processes to assess how Vermont may balance
fairness for delinquent taxpayers with the needs of municipalities.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following
members:



- 2127 -

(1) a representative, appointed by Vermont Legal Aid;

(2) a representative, appointed by the Vermont League of Cities and
Towns;

(3) a representative, appointed by the Vermont Banker’s Association;

(4) a representative, appointed by the Vermont Housing Finance
Agency;

(5) a representative, appointed by the Vermont Municipal Clerk’s and
Treasurer’s Associations;

(6) a representative, appointed by the Neighborworks Alliance of
Vermont;

(7) a representative, appointed by the Champlain Valley Office of
Economic Opportunity Mobile Home Project;

(8) a representative, appointed by the Vermont Assessors and Listers
Association; and

(9) a representative, appointed by the Vermont Bar Association, with
experience practicing real estate law.

(c) Powers and duties. The Working Group shall offer recommendations
relating to the following:

(1) whether the State should change the law to allow a delinquent
taxpayer whose property is transferred by a tax collector’s deed, or a tax-lien
foreclosure sale, to recoup all or part of the equity in the taxpayer’s property in
excess of the tax debt, fees, and interest for which the taxpayer’s property is
sold;

(2) whether further changes are needed to standardize the abatement
process across Vermont municipalities;

(3) whether the State should require a minimum amount of tax debt
before a tax sale can be initiated;

(4) whether the State should allow a tax sale to be initiated for blighted
or dilapidated real estate that has been abandoned when taxes are delinquent
for less than one year;

(5) a reasonable percent rate of monthly interest paid by delinquent
taxpayers during the redemption period;

(6) whether the purchaser of a property at a tax sale should be allowed
to secure the property against illegal activity, damage from exposure to the
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elements, deterioration, and potential fire prior to acquiring title to the
property; and

(7) a process for statewide collection of data relating to tax sales,
including to whom the data could be reported, the values of properties sold at
tax sales, the amounts and types of debts underlying tax sales, and descriptive
data for properties subject to tax sales.

(d) Report. On or before December 15, 2024, the Working Group shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Ways and Means, House
Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs, Senate Committee
on Finance, and Senate Committee on Government Operations with its
findings and any recommendations for legislative action, including proposed
legislative language.

(e) Compensation. Members shall not be compensated for participation in
the Working Group.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The representative appointed by Vermont Legal Aid shall call the
first meeting of the Working Group to occur on or before August 1, 2024.

(2) The Working Group shall elect a chair from among its members at
the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on June 30, 2025.

Sec. 8. APPLICATION OF CHANGES MADE BY THIS ACT

(a) The amendments to 32 V.S.A. § 5252 made by Sec. 4 of this act (notice
of sale) shall not apply to a property that was subject to a notice of sale prior to
the effective date of this act.

(b) The amendments to 32 V.S.A. § 5260 made by Sec. 6 of this act
(redemption) shall not apply to a property that has been sold at tax sale prior to
the effective date of this act, except that, notwithstanding any provision of
1 V.S.A. § 214 to the contrary, the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 5260(b) and (c)
shall apply if, on the effective date of this act, 90 days or more remain until the
end of the redemption period.
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* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 6-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for February 28, 2024, pages
328-348)

House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 659

An act relating to captive insurance

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with further
amendment thereto by striking out, in Sec. 48, 8 V.S.A. chapter 79, subchapter
10, section 2577 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new section 2577
to read as follows:

§ 2577. VIRTUAL-CURRENCY KIOSK OPERATORS

(a) Daily transaction limit. A virtual-currency kiosk operator shall not
accept or dispense more than $1,000.00 of cash in a day in connection with
virtual-currency transactions with a single customer in this State via one or
more money transmission kiosks.

(b) Fee cap. The aggregate fees and charges, directly or indirectly, charged
to a customer related to a single transaction or series of related transactions
involving virtual currency effected through a money transmission kiosk in this
State, including any difference between the price charged to a customer to buy,
sell, exchange, swap, or convert virtual currency and the prevailing market
value of such virtual currency at the time of such transaction, shall not exceed
the greater of the following:

(1) $5.00; or

(2) three percent of the U.S. dollar equivalent of virtual currency
involved in the transaction or transactions.

(c) Single transaction. The purchase, sale, exchange, swap, or conversion
of virtual currency, or the subsequent transfer of virtual currency, in a series of
transactions shall be deemed to be a single transaction for purposes of
subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Licensing requirement. A virtual-currency kiosk operator shall comply
with the licensing requirements of this subchapter to the extent that the virtual-
currency kiosk operator engages in virtual-currency business activity.
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(e) Operator accountability. If a virtual-currency kiosk operator allows or
facilitates another person to engage in virtual-currency business activity via a
money transmission kiosk in this State that is owned, operated, or managed by
the virtual-currency kiosk operator, the virtual-currency kiosk operator shall do
all of the following:

(1) ensure that the person engaging in virtual-currency business activity
is licensed under subchapter 2 of this chapter to engage in virtual-currency
business activity and complies with all other applicable provisions of this
chapter;

(2) ensure that any charges collected from a customer via the money
transmission kiosk comply with the limits provided by subsection (b) of this
section; and

(3) comply with all other applicable provisions of this chapter.

(f) Moratorium. To protect the public safety and welfare and safeguard the
rights of consumers, virtual-currency kiosks shall not be permitted to operate
in Vermont prior to July 1, 2026.

(g) Report. On or before January 15, 2026, the Commissioner of Financial
Regulation shall report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Finance on whether the
requirements of this section coupled with relevant federal requirements are
sufficient to protect customers in Vermont from fraudulent and predatory
activity. If deemed necessary and appropriate by the Commissioner, the
Commissioner may make recommendations for additional statutory or
regulatory safeguards. In addition, the Commissioner shall make
recommendations for enhanced oversight and monitoring of virtual-currency
kiosks for the purpose of minimizing their use for illicit activities as described
in the U.S. Government Accountability Office report on virtual currencies,
GAO-22-105462, dated December 2021.
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Proposed Amendments to the Vermont Constitution

PROPOSAL 4

(Third day on Notice Calendar pursuant to Rule 77)

Subject: Declaration of rights; government for the people; equality of rights

PENDING ACTION: Second Reading of the proposed amendment

Text of Proposal 4:

PROPOSAL 4

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

(a) This proposal would amend the Constitution of the State of Vermont to
specify that the government must not deny equal treatment and respect under
the law on account of a person’s race, ethnicity, sex, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or national origin. The
Constitution is our founding legal document stating the overarching values of
our society. This amendment is in keeping with the values espoused by the
current Vermont Constitution. Chapter I, Article 1 declares “That all persons
are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and
unalienable rights.” Chapter I, Article 7 states “That government is, or ought
to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the
people.” The core value reflected in Article 7 is that all people should be
afforded all the benefits and protections bestowed by the government, and that
the government should not confer special advantages upon the privileged.
This amendment would expand upon the principles of equality and liberty by
ensuring that the government does not create or perpetuate the legal, social, or
economic inferiority of any class of people. This proposed constitutional
amendment is not intended to limit the scope of rights and protections afforded
by any other provision in the Vermont Constitution.

(b) Providing for equality of rights as a fundamental principle in the
Constitution would serve as a foundation for protecting the rights and dignity
of historically marginalized populations and addressing existing inequalities.
This amendment would reassert the broad principles of personal liberty and
equality reflected in the Constitution of the State of Vermont with authoritative
force, longevity, and symbolic importance.

Sec. 2. Article 7 of Chapter I of the Vermont Constitution is amended to read:

Article 7. [Government for the people; they may change it]

That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit,
protection, and security of the people, nation, or community, and not for the
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particular emolument or advantage of any single person, family, or set of
persons, who are a part only of that community; that the government shall not
deny equal treatment and respect under the law on account of a person’s race,
ethnicity, sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
or national origin; and that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable,
and indefeasible right, to reform or alter government, in such manner as shall
be, by that community, judged most conducive to the public weal.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

The amendment set forth in Sec. 2 shall become a part of the Constitution
of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November 2026 when ratified and adopted by the people of this State in
accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Hashim for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee on Judiciary recommends that the proposal be amended by
striking out the proposal in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

PROPOSAL 4

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

(a) This proposal would amend the Constitution of the State of Vermont to
specify that the government must not deny equal treatment and respect under
the law on account of a person’s race, ethnicity, sex, religion, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or national origin. The
Constitution is our founding legal document stating the overarching values of
our society. This amendment is in keeping with the values espoused by the
current Vermont Constitution. Chapter I, Article 1 declares “That all persons
are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and
unalienable rights.” Chapter I, Article 7 states “That government is, or ought
to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the
people.” The core value reflected in Article 7 is that all people should be
afforded all the benefits and protections bestowed by the government, and that
the government should not confer special advantages upon the privileged.
This amendment would expand upon the principles of equality and liberty by
ensuring that the government does not create or perpetuate the legal, social, or
economic inferiority of any class of people. This proposed constitutional
amendment is not intended to limit the scope of rights and protections afforded
by any other provision in the Vermont Constitution.
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(b) Providing for equality of rights as a fundamental principle in the
Constitution would serve as a foundation for protecting the rights and dignity
of historically marginalized populations and addressing existing inequalities.
This amendment would reassert the broad principles of personal liberty and
equality reflected in the Constitution of the State of Vermont with authoritative
force, longevity, and symbolic importance.

Sec. 2. Article 23 of Chapter I of the Vermont Constitution is added to read:

Article 23. [Equality of rights]

That the people are guaranteed equal protection under the law. The State shall
not deny equal treatment and respect under the law on account of a person’s
race, ethnicity, sex, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, or national origin. Nothing in this Article shall be
interpreted or applied to prevent the adoption or implementation of measures
intended to provide equality of treatment and opportunity for members of
groups that have historically been subject to discrimination.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

The amendment set forth in Sec. 2 shall become a part of the Constitution
of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November 2026 when ratified and adopted by the people of this State in
accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

ORDERED TO LIE

S. 94.

An act relating to the City of Barre tax increment financing district.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS FOR ACTION

Concurrent Resolutions For Action Under Joint Rule 16

The following joint concurrent resolutions have been introduced for
approval by the Senate and House. They will be adopted by the Senate unless
a Senator requests floor consideration before the end of the session. Requests
for floor consideration should be communicated to the Secretary’s Office.

H.C.R. 214 - 218 (For text of Resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar
of April 11, 2024)
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CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
members of the Public Utility Commission shall be fully and separately acted
upon.

Edward M. McNamara of Montpelier - Chair, Public Utility Commission -
Sen. Cummings for the Committee on Finance. (4/3/2024)

Denise Reilly-Hughes of Cavendish - Secretary, Agency of Digital Services
- Sen. White for the Committee on Government Operations. (4/10/2024)

Julie Hulburd of Colchester - Member, Cannabis Control Board - Sen.
Vyhovsky for the Committee on Government Operations. (4/10/2024)

James Pepper of Montpelier - Chair, Cannabis Control Board - Sen. Norris
for the Committee on Government Operations. (4/10/2024)

Margaret Tandoh of South Burlington - Member, Board of Medical Practice
Sen. Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (4/10/2024)

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Public Hearing on Proposal 3;

Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the State of Vermont

Subject: Declaration of Rights; right to collectively bargain

The Vermont House Committee on General and Housing will hold a public
hearing on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. in person in room 267, 109
State Street (Pavilion building) or videoconference (Zoom webinar).

The Committee will take testimony on the proposed constitutional amendment
at the above date and time. Testimony will be limited to the first 45 registrants,
and registrants will have up to 2 minutes each to speak. Anyone interested in
testifying should sign up in advance of the hearing through the following
online form: https://legislature.vermont.gov/links/public-hearing-prop-3 no
later than April 15, 2024, at 12:00 noon. Instructions on how to access and
participate in the hearing will be sent once you have signed up for the hearing.
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The hearing will be available to watch live on YouTube at the following link:
https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/streaming/house-general-and-
housing

For more information about the format of these events, contact Ron Wild at
rwild@leg.state.vt.us. Written testimony is encouraged and can be submitted
electronically through email at testimony2024@leg.state.vt.us or mailed to the
House Committee on General and Housing c/o Ron Wild, 115 State Street,
Montpelier, VT 05633.

JFO NOTICE

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3):

JFO #3191: One (1) limited-service position to the Agency of Human
Services, Department of Health to assess and carry out work related to data on
maternal mortality and sudden unexpected infant deaths. Position requires
quality assurance of data and transfer to federal data tracking systems. Position
is funded through 09/29/2024 through previously approved JFO #1891.

[Received March 12, 2024]

JFO #3192: $327,250.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department of
Health from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for data collection
and public awareness related to Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease. The
grant is expected to fund yearly through 9/29/2027. The grant includes one (1)
limited-service position, Health Systems Program Administrator, to manage
contracts and grants associated with the funding and communications with the
CDC. The position is also funded through 9/29/2027.

[Received March 12, 2024]

JFO #3193: Land donation of 18.6 acres of undevelopable wetlands in
Newport City, VT from Linda Chamberlin Mosher to the Agency of Natural
Resources, Department of Fish and Wildlife. The land abuts the existing South
Bay Wildlife Management Area and will expand wildlife and fish habitats and
improve public access. The donation value is $51,500.00. Estimated closing
costs of $10,000.00 and ongoing maintenance costs are covered by already
budgeted federal funds. No state funds will be used for the acquisition.

[Received March 12, 2024]

JFO #3194: $10,483,053.00 to the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development, Department of Tourism and Marketing from the U.S.
Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration. Funds will
support the resiliency and long-term recovery of the travel and tourism sectors
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in Vermont after the wide-spread disruption of these sectors during the Covid-
19 pandemic. The Department of Tourism and Marketing has been working
with the Economic Development Administration (EDA) for over 18 months to
develop a plan that would satisfy the EDA requirements and meet the specific
needs of the Vermont travel and tourism industry. The grant includes two (2)
limited-service positions, Grants Programs Manager and Travel Marketing
Administrator to complete the grant administration plan. Both positions are
fully funded through the new award through 10/31/2025.

[Received March 19, 2024]

JFO #3195: One (1) limited-service position, Environmental Scientist III to
the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation.
The position will support high-priority efforts to reduce the spread of aquatic
invasive species in public waters in the Lake Champlain Basin and is funded
through additional federal funds received under an existing EPA grant for
work in the Lake Champlain Basin program. Funding is for one-year with
anticipation that funding will renew and be available for the foreseeable future.
Position requested is through 12/31/2028.

[Received March 19, 2024]

JFO #3196: Two (2) limited-service positions, both Grant Specialists, to the
Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation.
The positions will manage stewardship of existing grants and applications and
outreach for annual grant cycles. Both positions are 70% funded through
existing federal funds. The remaining 30% will be a combination of state
special funds: State Recreation Trails Fund and Vermont Outdoor Recreation
Economic Collaborative funds. The positions will not rely on annual
appropriations of the General Fund. Both funded through 9/30/2024.

[Received March 19, 2024]

JFO #3197: One (1) limited-service position, Environmental Analyst IV, to
the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation.
The position will manage the increase in funding and the resulting increase in
projects for the Healthy Homes program which provides financial assistance to
low to moderate income homeowners to address failed or inadequate water,
wastewater, drainage and storm water issues. A portion of the American
Rescue Plan Act – Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds appropriated in
Act 78 of 2023, funds this position through 12/31/2026.

[Received March 19, 2024]
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JFO #3198: Bargain sale of timber rights to the Agency of Natural Resources,
Department of Fish and Wildlife from the A Johnson Co., LLC. Vermont
acquired the current Pond Woods Wildlife Management Area in Benson and
Orwell, VT in the 1960s. At that time the A Johnson Co. retained the timber
rights. The State now has the opportunity to acquire the timber rights, valued
at $2,320,529.00, for $900,000.00. Acquisition of the timber rights will allow
greater control over the property management. The $900,000.00 sale price plus
closing costs is covered by ongoing, annual funding from the U.S. Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

[Received March 24, 2024]

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover deadlines:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 15, 2024, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day. House
Committee bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 15, 2024
and introduced the next legislative day.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 22, 2024, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(Appropriations “Big Bill”, Transportation Spending Bill, Capital
Construction Bill, Pay Bill, and Miscellaneous Tax Bill).

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

The 2023-2024 biennium is the second reading of a proposal of
amendment; there is only a second reading this biennium. Third reading is
during the 2025-2026 biennium.

Upon being reported by a committee, the proposal is printed in full in the
Senate Calendar on the Notice Calendar for five legislative days. Senate
Rule 77.



- 2138 -

At second reading the proposal of amendment is read in full. Senate
Rule 77.

The vote on any constitutional proposal of amendment and any amendment
thereto is by yeas and nays. Senate Rules 77 and 80, and Vermont
Constitutional §72 (requirement of 2/3 vote of members).

At second reading, the questions is: “Shall the Senate adopt the proposal of
amendment to the Constitution of Vermont (as amended) as recommended by
the Committee on ____ and request the concurrence of the House?” which
requires 20 votes – 2/3 of the Senate. Vermont Constitution §72. Any
amendments to the proposal of amendment require a majority. Senate Rule 80.

Amendments recommended by any senator shall be submitted to the
committee of reference, in written form, where they shall be acted upon by the
committee. Upon adoption or rejection of any amendment by the committee,
the amendment and recommendation shall be printed in the calendar at least
one legislative day before second reading. Senate Rule 78.


