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ACTION CALENDAR
Third Reading
S. 98

An act relating to Green Mountain Care Board authority over prescription
drug costs

S. 213

An act relating to the regulation of wetlands, river corridor development,
and dam safety

S. 301
An act relating to miscellaneous agricultural subjects
S. 309

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to laws related to the Department
of Motor Vehicles, motor vehicles, and vessels

Favorable with Amendment
H. 503

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the Town of St.
Johnsbury

Rep. Higley of Lowell, for the Committee on Government Operations and
Military Affairs, recommends the bill be amended by striking out all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. CHARTER AMENDMENT APPROVAL

The General Assembly approves the amendments to the charter of the Town
of St. Johnsbury as set forth in this act. Voters approved the proposals of
amendment on November 8, 2022.

Sec. 2. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 151 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 151. TOWN OF ST. JOHNSBURY

Subchapter 1. Powers of the Town
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§ 101. ADDITIONAL TOWN POWERS

In addition to powers otherwise conferred by law, the Town of St.
Johnsbury is authorized to adopt, amend, repeal, and enforce ordinances:

(1) relating to collection and removal of garbage. ashes, rubbish. refuse,
waste, and scrap by the Town and establishment of rates to be paid to the
Town for such service; and

(2) relating to construction and alteration of public and private buildings

and the use thereof, including establishment of minimum standards for
plumbing, heating, and wiring, so as to prevent hazardous and dangerous

conditions, fires, and explosions by precautionary regulations and inspection.

§ 102. INITIATIVE; ADVISORY VOTES

The voters of the Town have the power to petition for a nonbinding
advisory vote to reflect public sentiment. The petition shall be signed by at
least five percent of the voters of the Town and shall state that it is advisory
only. The Select Board, upon receipt of the petition, shall place the article on

the warning for the next Town meeting or any other Town election.
Subchapter 2. Town Officers

§ 201. ELECTIVE OFFICERS

(a) The elective officers of the Town shall be five Select Board members
elected from the Town at large at a duly warned annual town meeting; a Town
Clerk; a Treasurer; and a Moderator, unless by a majority vote of the Town the
Moderator becomes an appointed position.
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(b) Select Board terms shall include three positions with a three-year term
and two positions with a one-year term. All other elective officers shall hold
office for a three-year term. The term shall expire the first day following the
annual Town meeting.

§ 202. APPOINTIVE OFFICERS

(a) The Select Board members shall annually appoint a Constable and other
officers required by law or this charter, the appointments to be made as
vacancies occur in the elected positions.

(b) The Select Board members may create appointive officers not provided
for by this charter or required by law as they deem to be in the best interests of
the Town.

§ 203. COMPENSATION

(a) Compensation paid to the Select Board members shall be set by the
voters at Town meeting.

(b) Subject to subsection (a) of this section, the Select Board shall fix the
compensation of all elective officers and of all officers appointed by the Select
Board.

(¢) The Town Manager, under policies approved by the Select Board, shall
fix the compensation of all other officers and employees whose compensation
is not fixed by the Select Board pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

Subchapter 3. Select Board
§ 301. SELECT BOARD: LEGISLATIVE BODY

The Select Board shall constitute the legislative body of the Town of and

shall have all powers and authority necessary for the performance of the
legislative function.

§ 302. ADDITIONAL POWERS OF THE SELECT BOARD

In addition to powers otherwise conferred by law, the Select Board is
authorized to adopt, amend, repeal, and enforce ordinances:

(1) regulating the parking and operation of motor vehicles; including, in
accordance with any other provisions of law, the establishment of speed zones
wherein the limit is less than 20 miles per hour, all as may be required by the
safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the Town;

(2) relating to regulation, licensing, and prohibition of the storage and

accumulation of junk cars, garbage, ashes, rubbish, refuse, waste, and scrap
and the collection, removal, and disposal of such materials; and
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(3) relating to restraining the running at large of dogs, cats, and other

domestic animals, including any such animals as may be kept by residents of
the town, whether classified as domestic, exotic, or otherwise.

§ 303. FURTHER POWERS OF THE SELECT BOARD

In addition to powers otherwise conferred by law, the Select Board
members shall also have the power to:

(1) create, consolidate, or dissolve departments as necessary or relevant
for the performance of municipal services;

(2) create, consolidate, or dissolve commissions and committees as
necessary or relevant and appoint the commission and committee members;

(3) provide on an annual basis an independent audit of all Town
financial records by a certified public accountant;

(4) inquire into the conduct of any officer, commission, or department

and investigate any and all municipal affairs; and

(5) discharge all duties devolving on the Town Agent by general law
and hire attorneys on behalf of the Town.

§ 304. ORGANIZATION OF THE SELECT BOARD

(a) Forthwith after the annual meeting of the town., the Select Board
members shall organize and elect a Chair and Vice Chair.

(b) The Chair of the Board, or in the Chair’s absence, the Vice Chair, shall
preside at all meetings of the Board and the presiding officer shall be a voting
member of the Board.

(c) When a vacancy occurs on the Select Board, the remaining members

may fill the vacancy by appointment of a registered voter of the Town, such
appointment to be for the period until the next annual meeting, when the voters
of the Town shall fill the vacancy.

(d) The Board shall fix the time and place of its regular meetings to be held

at least twice a month.

(e) The presence of three members shall constitute a quorum.

Subchapter 4. Town Manager
§401. APPOINTED BY THE SELECT BOARD

The Select Board members shall appoint a Town Manager for an indefinite
term and upon such conditions as they may determine.
§ 402. TOWN MANAGER NONPARTISAN
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(a) The Town’s interests in preserving integrity and efficiency in the
execution and management of its government are best served by a Town
Manager who is prohibited from the fact and appearance of political
partisanship in the operation of the office.

(b) The Town Manager shall be chosen solely on the basis of the
individual’s executive, administrative, and professional qualifications.

(c) The Town Manager shall not take part in the organization or direction

of a political party, serve as a member of a party committee, or be a candidate
for election to any partisan office.

§ 403. OATH AND BOND

Before entering upon the Manager’s duties, the Town Manager shall be

sworn to the faithful performance of the Manager’s duties by the Town Clerk
and shall be bonded in an amount and with sureties as the Select Board may

require.
§ 404. DUTIES FOR MANAGER

(a) The Town Manager shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Town
and shall:

(1) Carry out the policies established by the Select Board, to whom the
Town Manager shall be accountable.

(2) Attend all meetings of the Select Board, except when the Manager’s

compensation or removal is being considered; keep the Select Board informed
of the financial condition and future needs of the Town; and make any other
reports that may be required by law, requested by the Select Board, or deemed
by the Manager to be advisable.

(3) Perform all other duties prescribed by this charter or required by law
or by resolution of the Select Board.

(4) Be an ex-officio member of all standing committees except the

Development Review Board and shall not vote.

(5) Prepare an annual budget, submit it to the Select Board, and be
responsible for its administration after adoption.

(6) Compile for general distribution at the end of each fiscal year a
complete report on the finances and administrative activities of the Town for
the year.

(7) Provide to the Select Board a monthly financial statement, with a

copy to the Town Treasurer.
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(8) Perform all duties now conferred by law on the Road Commissioner

within all areas of the Town, except within villages that vote not to surrender
their charters under this charter, notwithstanding the provisions of 24 V.S.A.

§ 1236(5).

(9)  Perform all duties now conferred by law on the Collector of
Delinquent Taxes.

(10) Under policies approved by the Select Board, be the General
Purchasing Agent of the Town and purchase all equipment and supplies and
contract for services for every department pursuant to the purchasing and bid
policies approved by the Select Board.

(11) Be responsible for the system of accounts.

(12) Be responsible for the operation of all departments. including the
Police and Fire Departments.

(13) Under policies approved by the Select Board, have exclusive
authority to appoint, fix the salaries of, suspend, and remove, all officers and
employees except those who are elected or who are appointed by the Select
Board. When the Town Manager position is vacant, this authority shall be
exercised by the Select Board.

(b) The Town Manager may, when advisable or proper, delegate to
subordinate officers and employees of the Town any duties conferred upon the

Manager.
§ 405. COMPENSATION

The Town Manager shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the
Select Board.

§ 406. APPOINTMENTS

Except for those appointments made by the Select Board as provided for in
this charter, the Town Manager shall appoint and remove all Town employees,
including Chief of the Fire Department, Chief of Police, Director of Public
Works, Assistant Town Manager, Finance Director, Zoning Administrator,
Assessor, Code Compliance Officer, Health Officer, Parks Director and Tree
Warden, Recreation Director, and all other officers and employees as may be
required by general law of the State, by this chapter, or by the Select Board.

§ 407. REMOVAL OF THE TOWN MANAGER

(a) The Town Manager may be removed from office for cause, by a
majority vote of the Select Board at a duly warned meeting for that purpose, as
provided by general law or employment contract. At least 30 days prior to the
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effective date of the removal, the Select Board shall by majority vote of its
members adopt a resolution stating the reason for the removal and cause a
copy of such resolution to be given to the Manager. The Select Board may by
such resolution immediately suspend the Town Manager from active duty but
shall continue the Manager’s salary until final dismissal, unless otherwise
contracted between the Select Board and the Town Manager.

(b) Town Manager appointments shall continue until removed by the Town
Manager. Removals by the Town Manager shall be in accordance with any
personnel policy or plan adopted.

Subchapter 5. Taxation

§ 501. TAXES

Taxes shall be assessed by the Town based on the fair market value of real
property, in accordance with State law.

§ 502. FAIR MARKET VALUE OF REAL ESTATE

(a) In the event that the fair market value of real estate is materially
changed because of total or partial destruction of or damage to the property or
because of alterations, additions, or other capital improvements, the taxpayer
may appeal as provided by law.

(b) When the fair market value of real estate is finally determined by

appeal to the Board of Civil Authority, then the value so fixed shall be the fair
market value of the real estate for the year in which the appeal is taken.

(c) When the fair market value of real estate is finally determined by the

Director of Property Valuation and Review (PVR) or by a court having
jurisdiction, then the value so fixed shall be the fair market value of the real
estate for the year for which such appeal is taken and for the ensuing two years

unless the taxpayer’s property is altered materially; is damaged; or if the Town
in which it is located has undergone a complete revaluation of all taxable real

estate, in the event of which, such fair market value may be changed.
§ 503. SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Despite any contrary provision in general law, the Select Board may in its
sole discretion make a special assessment upon real estate for the installation
or construction of a public improvement, the special assessment to be the
proportion of the total cost of the improvement as the benefit to a parcel of real
estate bears to the total benefit resulting to the public in general.

§ 504. CREATION OF ST. JOHNSBURY DOWNTOWN DISTRICT
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There is hereby created in the Town of St Johnsbury a special district to be
known as the St. Johnsbury Downtown Improvement District which shall be
that area set forth on a map approved by the voters of St. Johnsbury and filed

with the Town Clerk. The area of the District may be changed upon a majority
vote of the legal voters at an annual or special meeting duly warned.

§ 505. DOWNTOWN DISTRICT; PURPOSE AND POWERS
(a) The District is created for the general purpose of maintaining and

improving the economic, social, cultural, and environmental vitality and
quality of the Town of St. Johnsbury, in particular, the District created by
section 506 of this charter, to promote the Town and the District as a regional
retail, commercial, and service center and to serve as an advocate for the
orderly development of the District in order to encourage expansion of the

retail, commercial, and service base of the District and the Town by attracting
new business and investment.

(b) The rights, powers, and duties of the District shall be exercised by the
Select Board and shall be broadly construed to accomplish the purposes set
forth above and shall include the following:

(1) to advertise and promote the Improvement District;

(2) to represent the interests of the District;

(3) to receive and expend contributions, grants, and income;

(4) to expend funds as provided for in the budget or as otherwise
approved;

(5) to manage and maintain public spaces and to assume or supplement

the services and maintenance heretofore provided to the District by the Town
as recommended to and approved by the Select Board:;
(6) to acquire and dispose of property on behalf of the Town;

(7) to install and make public improvements;
(8) to improve, manage, and regulate public parking facilities and

vehicular traffic within the District;

(9) to enter into contracts as may be necessary or convenient to carry
out the purpose of this charter;

(10) to regulate, lease, license, establish rules and fees, and otherwise
manage the use of public spaces within the District;

(11) to plan for the orderly development of the District in cooperation
with the Town Planning Commission;
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(12) to do all other things necessary or convenient to carry out the

purposes for which this District was created: and

(13) to appropriate annually money for the maintenance, care,

improvement, and support of Fairbanks Museum, provided the same shall
remain a nonprofit institution for the promotion of education.

§ 506. DOWNTOWN DISTRICT; ANNUAL BUDGET

The Town Manager shall submit each vyear an operating budget of
anticipated expenditures and revenues to the Select Board for approval for the
next fiscal year. In the event the Select Board does not approve the budget as

submitted, the Select Board shall immediately return the budget to the Town
Manager with its recommendations for the Town Manager’s reconsideration.

Appropriations other than from contributions, grants, and income shall be
raised solely through District taxes that shall be assessed and collected as a tax

on property as provided for in section 508 of this charter. The Select Board
may borrow money in anticipation of District taxes.

§ 507. DOWNTOWN DISTRICT; TAXES

(a) District taxes are charges levied upon the owners of taxable properties
located in the District, excepting properties used exclusively for residential
purposes, which taxes shall be used to defray the expenses incurred in
connection with the operation, maintenance, and repair of the District.

(b) The District tax for each property in the District subject to the tax shall
be based upon a rate on each $100.00 of listed value of the property as
adjusted under subsection (c) of this section. The tax rate shall be determined
by dividing the amount to be raised by taxes by the total value of the taxable
properties on the grand list as adjusted located in the District that are subject to
the District tax under this subchapter.

(c) The District tax shall be set by the Select Board upon approval of the
budget by the Select Board and notice in writing thereof shall be given to
owners of record as of April 1 of each year of property so assessed, or to their
agents or attorneys , stating therein the amount of such District taxes, and such
taxes shall be due and payable to the Town Treasurer when normal Town and
school taxes are due. The Town Treasurer shall collect unpaid District taxes as
provided for the collection of taxes in the charter. District taxes shall be a lien
on the properties when assessed and until the tax is paid or the lien is otherwise
discharged by operation of law.

(d) In the case of any property used for both residential and nonresidential
purposes within the District as of April 1, the Department of Assessment shall

adjust the listed value for the purposes of determining the District tax under
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this section to exclude the value of that portion of the property used for
residential purposes. The Department of Assessment shall determine the
adjusted grand list value of the business portion of the property and give notice
of the same as provided under 32 V.S.A. chapter 131. Any property owner
may file a grievance with the Board and appeal the decision of the Board as
provided for under 32 V.S.A. chapter 131; however, the filing of an appeal of
the determination of the Board and pendency of the appeal shall not vacate the
lien on the property assessed, and the District taxes must be paid and continue
to be paid as they become due.

Subchapter 6. Water and Wastewater Systems
§ 601. TOWN POWERS

The Town may make, alter, and repeal ordinances relating to management,
operation, maintenance, replacement, and extension of a Town water and

wastewater systems and may fix, and from time to time alter, water and
wastewater rates.

Subchapter 7. Miscellaneous
§ 701. CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

At least once every five vyears, the Select Board shall appoint a Charter
Review Committee of not fewer than five nor more than nine members from

among the residents of the Town. The Committee shall review the charter and
recommend any changes it finds necessary or advisable for the purpose of
improving the operation of Town government. The Committee shall prepare a
written report of its recommendations in time for those recommendations to be
submitted to the Select Board for review not later than one year after the
appointment of the Committee. At the discretion of the Select Board, the
recommendations may be warned for ballot vote at an annual or special Town
meeting to be held not later than one year after the submission of the report.
The Select Board shall provide in its budget for any year when a Charter
Review Committee is appointed funding for the Committee.

Sec. 3. REDESIGNATIONS

In 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 151, §§ 1, 12b, 15, 16, and 21 are redesignated
as §§ 702, 204, 703, 705. and 205 respectively.

Sec. 4. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 151, § 2 is redesignated and amended to read:
§ 2 508. ASSETS TRANSFERRED; LIABILITIES; TAXATION; SPECIAL
SERVICES: BOWNTFOWNIMPROVEMENTDISTRICT
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Sec. 5. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 151, § 6 is redesignated and amended to read:

§ 6 705. FIRE DISTRICT; PROCESS FOR ABOLITION

The St. Johnsbury Center Fire District No. 1 is abolished when a majority
of the legal voters of said Fire District present and voting on the question at a
regular or special meeting of said Fire District warned for said purpose so vote
and shall thereupon cease to exist as a political entity and body corporate. All
the property and funds of said Fire District shall on such date be vested in the
Town of St. Johnsbury and the Town of St. Johnsbury shall thereupon assume
all indebtedness and obligations of said Fire District unless said liabilities and
obligations exceed said assets in which case said Fire District shall continue to
exist until such excess is paid unless the Town of St. Johnsbury votes
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otherwise at a regular or special meeting warned for said purpose. Any
existing debt service shall be assessed as a special assessment to those
properties within the Fire District.

Sec. 6. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 151, § 17 is redesignated and amended to read:
§ 7 706. DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENT

* %k 3k

(c) Powers. The Department of Assessment shall have the same powers,
discharge the same duties, proceed in the same manner, and be subject to the
same liabilities as those prescribed for listers or a board of listers under
applicable provisions of Vermont law with respect to drawing up the grand list;

exeept-as-otherwise-provided-in-this-charter and grievances.
Sec. 7. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 151, § 19 is redesignated and amended to read:

§ 19 707. APPEALS

A person aggrieved by the final decision of the Beard Department of
Assessment under the provisions of section 48 706 of this charter may appeal
in writing under the provisions of 32 V.S.A. chapter 131.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee Vote: 10-0-2)

Rep. Anthony of Barre City, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs.

(Committee Vote: 12-0-0)
S. 195

An act relating to how a defendant’s criminal record is considered in
imposing conditions of release

Rep. LaLonde of South Burlington, for the Committee on Judiciary,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 7551 is amended to read:
§ 7551. IMPOSITION OF BAIL, SECURED APPEARANCE BONDS, AND
APPEARANCE BONDS
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(a) Bonds; generally. A bond given by a person charged with a criminal
offense or by a witness in a criminal prosecution under section 6605 of this
title, conditioned for the appearance of the person or witness before the court
in cases where the offense is punishable by fine or imprisonment, and in
appealed cases, shall be taken to the Criminal Division of the Superior Court
where the prosecution is pending and shall remain binding upon parties until
discharged by the court or until sentencing. The person or witness shall appear
at all required court proceedings.

(b) Limitation on imposition of bail, secured appearance bonds, and
appearance bonds.

(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, no bail,
secured appearance bond, or appearance bond may be imposed:

(A) at the initial appearance of a person charged with a misdemeanor
if the person was cited for the offense in accordance with Rule 3 of the
Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure; or

(B) at the initial appearance or upon the temporary release pursuant
to Rule 5(b) of the Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure of a person charged
with a violation of a misdemeanor offense that is eligible for expungement
pursuant to subdivision 7601(4)(A) of this title.

(2) In the event the court finds that imposing bail is necessary to
mitigate the risk of flight from prosecution for a person charged with a
violation of a misdemeanor offense that is eligible for expungement pursuant
to subdivision 7601(4)(A) of this title, the court may impose bail in a
maximum amount of $200.00. The $200.00 limit shall not apply to a person

who the court determines has engaged in flight from prosecution in accordance
with subdivision 7576(9) or subdivision 7554(a)(1) of this title.

(3) This subsection shall not be construed to restrict the court’s ability
to impose conditions on such persons to reasonably mitigate the risk of flight
from prosecution or to reasonably protect the public in accordance with section
7554 of this title.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 7554 is amended to read:
§ 7554. RELEASE PRIOR TO TRIAL

(a) Release; conditions of release. Any person charged with an offense,
other than a person held without bail under section 7553 or 7553a of this title,
shall at his-er-her the person’s appearance before a judicial officer be ordered
released pending trial in accordance with this section.
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(1) The defendant shall be ordered released on personal recognizance or
upon the execution of an unsecured appearance bond in an amount specified
by the judicial officer unless the judicial officer determines that such a release
will not reasonably mitigate the risk of flight from prosecution as required. In
determining whether the defendant presents a risk of flight from prosecution,
the judicial officer shall consider, in addition to any other factors, the
seriousness of the offense charged; the number of offenses with which the
person is charged; whether, at the time of the current offense or arrest, the
defendant was released on conditions or personal recognizance, on probation,
furlough, parole, or other release pending trial, sentencing, appeal, or
completion of a sentence for an offense under federal or state law; and
whether, in connection with a criminal prosecution, the defendant is compliant
with court orders or has failed to appear at a court hearing. If the judicial
officer determines that the defendant presents a risk of flight from prosecution,
the officer shall, either in lieu of or in addition to the methods of release in this
section, impose the least restrictive of the following conditions or the least
restrictive combination of the following conditions that will reasonably
mitigate the risk of flight of the defendant as required:

(A) Place the defendant in the custody of a designated person or
organization agreeing to supervise him-or-her the defendant if the defendant is
charged with an offense that is not a nonviolent misdemeanor or nonviolent
felony as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 301.

(B) Place restrictions on the travel or association of the defendant
during the period of release.

(C) Require the defendant to participate in an alcohol or drug
treatment program. The judicial officer shall take into consideration the
defendant’s ability to comply with an order of treatment and the availability of
treatment resources.

(D) Upon consideration of the defendant’s financial means, require
the execution of a secured appearance bond in a specified amount and the
deposit with the clerk of the court, in cash or other security as directed, of a
sum not to exceed 10 percent of the amount of the bond, such deposit to be
returned upon the appearance of the defendant as required.

(E) Upon consideration of the defendant’s financial means, require
the execution of a surety bond with sufficient solvent sureties, or the deposit of
cash in lieu thereof.

(F) Impose any other condition found reasonably necessary to
mitigate the risk of flight as required, including a condition requiring that the
defendant return to custody after specified hours.
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(G) [Repealed.]

(H) Place the defendant in the pretrial supervision program pursuant
to_section 7555 of this title, provided that the defendant meets the criteria
identified in subdivision 7551(c)(1) of this title.

(D Place the defendant in the home detention program pursuant to
section 7554b of this title.

(2) If the judicial officer determines that conditions of release imposed
to mitigate the risk of flight will not reasonably protect the public, the judicial
officer may impose, in addition, the least restrictive of the following
conditions or the least restrictive combination of the following conditions that
will reasonably ensure protection of the public:

(A) Place the defendant in the custody of a designated person or
organization agreeing to supervise him-or-her the defendant if the defendant is
charged with an offense that is not a nonviolent misdemeanor or nonviolent
felony as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 301.

(B) Place restrictions on the travel, association, or place of abode of
the defendant during the period of release.

(C) Require the defendant to participate in an alcohol or drug
treatment program. The judicial officer shall take into consideration the
defendant’s ability to comply with an order of treatment and the availability of
treatment resources.

(D) Impose any other condition found reasonably necessary to
protect the public, except that a physically restrictive condition may only be
imposed in extraordinary circumstances.

(E) Suspend the officer’s duties in whole or in part if the defendant is
a State, county, or municipal officer charged with violating section 2537 of
this title and the court finds that it is necessary to protect the public.

(F) [Repealed.]

(G) Place the defendant in the pretrial supervision program pursuant
to_section 7555 of this title, provided that the defendant meets the criteria
identified in subdivision 7551(c)(1) of this title.

(H) Place the defendant in the home detention program pursuant to
section 7554b of this title.

(3) A judicial officer may order that a defendant not harass or contact or
cause to be harassed or contacted a victim or potential witness. This order
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shall take effect immediately, regardless of whether the defendant is
incarcerated or released.

(b)  Judicial considerations in imposing conditions of release. In
determining which conditions of release to impose:

(1) In subdivision (a)(1) of this section, the judicial officer, on the basis
of available information, shall take into account the nature and circumstances
of the offense charged; the weight of the evidence against the accused; the
accused’s employment; financial resources, including the accused’s ability to
post bail; the accused’s character and mental condition; the accused’s length of
residence in the community; and the accused’s record of appearance at court
proceedings or of flight to avoid prosecution or failure to appear at court
proceedings.

(2) In subdivision (a)(2) of this section, the judicial officer, on the basis
of available information, shall take into account the nature and circumstances
of the offense charged; the weight of the evidence against the accused; the
accused’s family ties, employment, character and mental condition, length of
residence in the community, record of convictions, and record of appearance at
court proceedings or of flight to avoid prosecution or failure to appear at court
proceedings; whether, at the time of the current offense or arrest, the defendant
was released on conditions or personal recognizance, on probation, furlough,
parole, or other release pending trial, sentencing, appeal, or completion of a
sentence for an offense under federal or state law; and whether, in connection
with a criminal prosecution, the defendant is compliant with court orders or
has failed to appear at a court hearing. Recent history of actual violence or
threats of violence may be considered by the judicial officer as bearing on the
character and mental condition of the accused.

(c) Order. A judicial officer authorizing the release of a person under this
section shall issue an appropriate order containing a statement of the
conditions imposed, if any; shall inform such person of the penalties applicable
to violations of the conditions of release; and shall advise him—or—her the
person that a warrant for his—er—her the person’s arrest will may be issued
immediately upon any such violation.

(d) Review of conditions.

(1) A person for whom conditions of release are imposed and who is
detained as a result of his-er-her the person’s inability to meet the conditions
of release or who is ordered released on a condition that he-er-she the person
return to custody after specified hours, or the State, following a material
change in circumstances, shall, within 48 hours following application, be
entitled to have the conditions reviewed by a judge in the court having original
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jurisdiction over the offense charged. A party applying for review shall be
given the opportunity for a hearing. Unless the conditions of release are
amended as requested, the judge shall set forth in writing or orally on the
record a reasonable basis for continuing the conditions imposed. In the event
that a judge in the court having original jurisdiction over the offense charged is
not available, any Superior judge may review such conditions.

(2) A person for whom conditions of release are imposed shall, within
five working days following application, be entitled to have the conditions
reviewed by a judge in the court having original jurisdiction over the offense
charged. A person applying for review shall be given the opportunity for a
hearing. Unless the conditions of release are amended as requested, the judge
shall set forth in writing or orally on the record a reasonable basis for
continuing the conditions imposed. In the event that a judge in the court
having original jurisdiction over the offense charged is not available, any
Superior judge may review such conditions.

(e) Amendment of order. A judicial officer ordering the release of a person
on any condition specified in this section may at any time amend the order to
impose additional or different conditions of release, provided that the
provisions of subsection (d) of this section shall apply.

(f) Definition. The term “judicial officer” as used in this section and
section 7556 of this title shall-mean means a clerk of a Superior Court or a
Superior Court judge.

(g) Admissibility of evidence. Information stated in, or offered in
connection with, any order entered pursuant to this section need not conform
to the rules pertaining to the admissibility of evidence in a court of law.

(h) Forfeiture. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to
prevent the disposition of any case or class of cases by forfeiture of collateral
security if such disposition is authorized by the court.

(i) Forms. The Court Administrator shall establish forms for appearance
bonds, secured appearance bonds, surety bonds, and for use in the posting of
bail. Each form shall include the following information:

(1) The bond or bail may be forfeited in the event that the defendant or
witness fails to appear at any required court proceeding.

(2) The surety or person posting bond or bail has the right to be released
from the obligations under the bond or bail agreement upon written application
to the judicial officer and detention of the defendant or witness.

(3) The bond will continue through sentencing in the event that bail is
continued after final adjudication.
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(j) Juveniles. Any juvenile between 14 and 16 years of age who is charged
with a listed crime as defined in subdivision 5301(7) of this title shall appear
before a judicial officer and be ordered released pending trial in accordance
with this section within 24 hours following the juvenile’s arrest.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 7554b is amended to read:
§ 7554b. HOME DETENTION PROGRAM

(a) Definition. As used in this section, “home detention” means a program
of confinement and supervision that restricts a defendant to a preapproved
residence continuously, except for authorized absences, and is enforced by
appropriate means of surveillance and electronic monitoring by the
Department of Corrections, including the use of passive electronic monitoring.
The court may authorize scheduled absences such as for work, school, or
treatment. Any changes in the schedule shall be solely at the discretion of the
Department of Corrections. A defendant who is on home detention shall
remain in the custody of the Commissioner of Corrections with conditions set
by the court.

(b) Procedure. At the request of the court, the Department of Corrections,
the prosecutor, or the defendant, the status of a defendant who is detained
pretrial in a correctional facility for inability to pay bail after bail has been set
by the court, or the status of a defendant who has allegedly violated conditions
of release, may be reviewed by the court to determine whether the defendant is
appropriate for home detention. The review shall be scheduled upon the
court’s receipt of a report from the Department determining that the proposed
residence is suitable for the use of electronic monitoring. A defendant held
without bail pursuant to section 7553 or 7553a of this title shall not be eligible
for release to the Home Detention Program on or after June 1, 2018. At
arraignment or after a hearing, the court may order that the defendant be
released to the Home Detention Program, provided that the court finds placing

the defendant on home detention will reasonably assure-his-er-her-appearanee

in-court-whenrequired mitigate the defendant’s risk of flight and the proposed
residence is appropriate for home detention. In making such a determination,

the court shall consider:

(1) the nature of the offense with which the defendant is charged;

(2) the defendant’s prior convictions, history of violence, medical and
mental health needs, history of supervision, and risk of flight; and

(3) any risk or undue burden to other persons who reside at the proposed
residence or risk to third parties or to public safety that may result from such
placement.
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(c) Failure to comply. The Department of Corrections may reveke report a
defendant’s heme-detention—status—for-an unauthorized absence or failure to
comply with any other condition of the Program and-shall-return-the-defendant
to-a—ecorrectionalfaetity to the prosecutor and the defendant, provided that a
defendant’s failure to comply with any condition of the Program for a reason
other than fault on the part of the defendant shall not be reportable. To address
a reported violation, the prosecutor may initiate:

(1) a review of conditions pursuant to section 7554 of this title;

(2) a violation of conditions proceeding pursuant to section 7554e of
this title;

(3) a prosecution for contempt pursuant to section 7559 of this title; or

(4) a bail revocation hearing pursuant to section 7575 of this title.

(d) Credit for time served. A defendant shall receive credit for a sentence
of imprisonment for time served in the Home Detention Program.

(e) Program support. The Department may support the operation of the

Program through grants of financial assistance to, or contracts for services
with, any public or nonprofit entity that meets the Department’s requirements.

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 7555 is added to read:
§ 7555. PRETRIAL SUPERVISION PROGRAM

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the Pretrial Supervision Program is to assist
eligible people through the use of evidence-based strategies to improve pretrial
compliance with conditions of release, to coordinate and support the provision
of pretrial services when appropriate, to ensure attendance at court
appearances, and to decrease the potential to recidivate while awaiting trial.

(b) Definition. As used in this section, “absconded” has the same meaning
as “absconding” as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 722(1)}(B)—(C).

(c) Pretrial supervision.

(1) Beginning on January 1, 2025, the Pretrial Supervision Program

shall, if ordered by the court pursuant to subsection (d) of this section,
supervise defendants who have been charged with violating a condition of
release pursuant to section 7559 of this title or have not fewer than five
pending dockets and pose a risk of nonappearance at court hearings, a risk of
flight, or a risk of endangering the public.

(2) The Department shall assign a pretrial supervisor to monitor

defendants in a designated region of Vermont and help coordinate any pretrial
services needed by the defendant. The Department shall determine the
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appropriate level of supervision using evidence-based screenings of those
defendants eligible to be placed in the Program. The Department’s

supervision levels may include use of:

(A) the Department’s telephone monitoring system;

(B) telephonic meetings with a pretrial supervisor;

(C) in-person meetings with a pretrial supervisor;

(D) electronic monitoring; or

(E) any other means of contact deemed appropriate.

(3) When placing a defendant into the Program pursuant to subsection
(d) of this section, the court shall issue an order that sets the defendant’s level

of supervision based on the recommendations submitted by the Department of
Corrections.

(d) Procedure.
(1) At arraignment or at a subsequent hearing, the prosecutor or the

defendant may move, or on the court’s own motion, that the defendant be

reviewed by the court to determine whether the defendant is appropriate for
pretrial supervision. The review shall be scheduled upon the court’s receipt of
a report from the Department of Corrections containing recommendations

pertaining to the defendant’s supervision level. A defendant held without bail
pursuant to section 7553 or 7553a shall not be eligible for pretrial supervision.

(2) A defendant is eligible for pretrial supervision if the person has:

(A) violated conditions of release pursuant to section 7559 of this

title; or

(B) not fewer than five pending court dockets.

(3) After a hearing and review of the Department of Corrections’ report
containing the defendant’s supervision level recommendations, the court may
order that the defendant be released to the Pretrial Supervision Program.,
provided that the court finds placing the defendant under pretrial supervision
will reasonably ensure the person’s appearance in court when required,
mitigate the person’s risk of flight, or reasonably ensure protection of the
public. In making such a determination, the court shall consider the following:

(A) the nature of the violation of conditions of release pursuant to
section 7559 of this title:

(B) the nature and circumstances of the underlying offense or
offenses with which the defendant is charged:
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(C) the defendant’s prior convictions, history of violence, medical
and mental health needs, history of supervision, and risk of flight:

(D) any risk or undue burden to third parties or risk to public safety
that may result from the placement; or

(E) any other factors that the court deems appropriate.

(e) Compliance and review.

(1) Pretrial supervisors shall notify the prosecutor and use reasonable
efforts to notify the defendant of any violations of Program supervision
requirements committed by the defendant.

(2) _Upon the motion of the prosecutor or the defendant, or on the
court’s own motion, a defendant’s compliance with pretrial supervision
conditions may be reviewed by the court.

(3) Upon submission of the pretrial supervisor’s sworn affidavit by the
prosecutor, the court may issue a warrant for the arrest of a defendant who
fails to report to the pretrial supervisor, commits multiple violations of
supervision requirements, or has absconded.

(f) Manual. On or before November 1, 2024, the Department of
Corrections shall establish a written policies and procedures manual for
Pretrial Supervision Program to be used by the Department, any contractors or
grantees that the Department engages with to assist in operating the Program.,
and the courts.

(g) Contingent on funding. The Pretrial Supervision Program established
in this section shall operate only to the extent funds are appropriated for its

operation.

(h) Program support. The Department may support the operation of the
Program through grants of financial assistance to, or contracts for services
with, any public or nonprofit entity that meets the Department’s requirements.
Sec. 5. 13 V.S.A. § 7559 is amended to read:

§ 7559. REEEASE:DESIGNATON:—SANCHONS VIOLATIONS OF
CONDITIONS OF RELEASE; FAILURE TO APPEAR;
WARRANTLESS ARREST




The State’s Attorney may commence a
prosecution for criminal contempt under Rule 42 of the Vermont Rules of

Criminal Procedure against a person who violates a condition of release
imposed under section 7554 of this title. The maximum penalty that may be

imposed under this section shall be a fine of $1.000.00 or imprisonment for six
months, or both.

tile Upon commencement of a prosecution for criminal contempt, including
when considering an afterhours request to set temporary conditions or impose

bail for criminal contempt, or upon the initial appearance of the person to
answer such offense, in accordance with section 7553, 7553a, 7554, or 7575 of
this title, a judicial officer may continue or modify existing conditions of

release or terminate release of the person.

who has been released pursuant to section 7554 of this title with or without

bail on condition that the person appear at a specified time and place in
connection with a prosecution for an offense and who without just cause fails

to appear shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not more than
$5.000.00, or both.

Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Vermont Rules
of Criminal Procedure, a law enforcement officer may arrest a person without
a warrant when the officer has probable cause to believe the person without
just cause has failed to appear at a specified time and place in connection with
a prosecution for an offense or has violated a condition of release relating to a
restriction on travel or a condition of release that the person not directly
contact, harass, or cause to be harassed a victim or potential witness.

(e) TheState’s—Attorney—may—commenee—a—proseeution—for—eriminal
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Sec. 6. 13 V.S.A. § 7559a is added to read:
§ 7559a. RELEASE:; DESIGNATION

(a) The officer in charge of a facility under the control of the department of
corrections shall discharge any person held by the officer upon receipt of an
order for release issued by a judicial officer pursuant to section 7554 of this
title, accompanied by the full amount of any bond or cash bail fixed by the

judicial officer. The officer in charge, or a person designated by the Court

Administrator, shall issue a receipt for such bond or cash bail and shall account
for and turn over such bond or cash bail to the court having jurisdiction.

(b) The Court Administrator shall designate persons to set bail for any
person under arrest prior to arraignment when the offense charged provides for

a penalty of less than two years imprisonment or a fine of not more than
1,000.00, or both. Such persons designated by the Court Administrator shall

be considered judicial officers for the purposes of sections 7554 and 7556 of
this title.

(c) Any person who is designated by the Court Administrator under
subsection (b) of this section, may refuse the designation by so notifying the
Court Administrator in writing within seven days of the designation.

Sec. 7. COMMUNITY RESTITUTION; INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that the Department of Corrections

reinstitute the Community Restitution Program and ensure that it is
appropriately staffed and resourced so that it may be offered in all 14 counties

as a sentencing alternative.

Sec. 8. 13 V.S.A. § 7030 is amended to read:
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§ 7030. SENTENCING ALTERNATIVES

(a) In determining which of the following should be ordered, the court
shall consider the nature and circumstances of the crime; the history and
character of the defendant; the defendant’s family circumstances and
relationships; the impact of any sentence upon the defendant’s minor children;
the need for treatment; any noncompliance with court orders or failures to

appear in connection in connection with a criminal prosecution; and the risk to
self, others, and the community at large presented by the defendant:

(1) A deferred sentence pursuant to section 7041 of this title.

(2) Referral to a community reparative board pursuant to 28 V.S.A.
chapter 12 in the case of an offender who has pled guilty to a nonviolent
felony, a nonviolent misdemeanor, or a misdemeanor that does not involve the
subject areas prohibited for referral to a community justice center under
24 V.S.A. § 1967. Referral to a community reparative board pursuant to this
subdivision does not require the court to place the offender on probation. The
offender shall return to court for further sentencing if the reparative board does
not accept the case or if the offender fails to complete the reparative board

program to the satisfaction of the board in a time deemed reasonable by the
board.

(3) Community restitution pursuant to a policy adopted by the
Commissioner of Corrections.

(4) Probation pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 205.
)(5) Supervised community sentence pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 352.
5)(6) Sentence of imprisonment.

(b) When ordering a sentence of probation, the court may require
participation in the Restorative Justice Program established by 28 V.S.A.
chapter 12 as a condition of the sentence.

Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A. § 4253 is amended to read:
§ 4253. USE OF A FIREARM WHILE SELLING OR DISPENSING A
DRUG

(a) A person who uses a firearm during and in relation to selling or
dispensing a regulated drug in violation of subdivision 4230(b)(3), 4231(b)(3),
4232(b)(3), 4233(b)(3), 4234(b)(3), 4234a(b)(3), 4235(c)(3), or 4235a(b)(3) of
this title shall be imprisoned not more than three years or fined not more than
$5,000.00, or both, in addition to the penalty for the underlying crime.
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(b) A person who uses a firearm during and in relation to trafficking a
regulated drug in violation of subsection 4230(c), 4231(c), 4233(c), or
4234a(c) of this title shall be imprisoned not more than five years or fined not
more than $10,000.00, or both, in addition to the penalty for the underlying
crime.

(c) For purposes of this section, “use of a firearm” shall-inelude includes:

(1) using a firearm while selling or trafficking a regulated drug; and

(2) the exchange of firearms for drugs, and this section shall apply to
the person who trades a firearm for a drug and the person who trades a drug
for a firearm.

(d) Conduct constituting the offense of using a firearm while selling or
trafficking a regulated drug shall be considered a violent act for the purposes
of determining bail.

Sec. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee Vote: 9-0-2)

Rep. Emmons of Springfield, for the Committee on Corrections and
Institutions, recommends that the report of the Committee on Judiciary be
amended as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 3, 13 V.S.A. § 7554b, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 7554b is amended to read:
§ 7554b. HOME DETENTION PROGRAM

(a) Definition. As used in this section, “home detention” means a program
of confinement and supervision that restricts a defendant to a preapproved
residence continuously, except for authorized absences, and is enforced by
appropriate means of surveillance and electronic monitoring by the
Department of Corrections, including the use of passive electronic monitoring.
The court may authorize scheduled absences such as for work, school, or
treatment. Any changes in the schedule shall be solely at the discretion of the
Department of Corrections. A defendant who is on home detention shall
remain in the custody of the Commissioner of Corrections with conditions set
by the court.

(b) Preeedure Defendants with the inability to pay bail.
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(1) Procedure. At the request of the court, the Department of
Corrections, the prosecutor, or the defendant, the status of a defendant who is
detained pretrial in a correctional facility for inability to pay bail after bail has
been set by the court may be reviewed by the court to determine whether the
defendant is appropriate for home detention. The review shall be scheduled
upon the court’s receipt of a report from the Department determining that the
proposed residence is suitable for the use of electronic monitoring. A
defendant held without bail pursuant to section 7553 or 7553a of this title shall
not be eligible for release to the Home Detention Program on or after June 1,
2018. At arraignment or after a hearing, the court may order that the
defendant be released to the Home Detention Program, provided that the court
finds placing the defendant on home detention will reasonably assure-his-orher

appearanee-in—eourt-whenrequired mitigate the defendant’s risk of flight and
the proposed residence is appropriate for home detention. In making such a

determination, the court shall consider:
H(A) the nature of the offense with which the defendant is charged;

2)B) the defendant’s prior convictions, history of violence, medical
and mental health needs, history of supervision, and risk of flight; and

3} C) any risk or undue burden to other persons who reside at the
proposed residence or risk to third parties or to public safety that may result
from such placement.

(e)(2) Failure to comply. The Department of Corrections may revoke a
defendant’s home detention status for an unauthorized absence or failure to
comply with any other condition of the Program and shall return the defendant
to a correctional facility.

(¢) Defendants who violate conditions of release.

(1) Procedure. At the request of the court, the prosecutor, or the
defendant, the status of a defendant who has allegedly violated conditions of

release may be reviewed by the court to determine whether the defendant is
appropriate for home detention. The review shall be scheduled upon the

court’s receipt of a report from the Department determining that the proposed
residence is suitable for the use of electronic monitoring. A defendant held
without bail pursuant to section 7553 or 7553a of this title shall not be eligible
for release to the Home Detention Program on or after June 1, 2024. At
arraignment or after a hearing, the court may order that the defendant be
released to the Home Detention Program, provided that the court finds placing
the defendant on home detention will reasonably mitigate the defendant’s risk

of flight, the risk of nonappearance, or reasonably ensure protection of the
public, and the proposed residence is appropriate for home detention. In
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making such a determination, the court shall consider the factors listed in
subdivisions (b)(1)(A)—(C) of this section.

(2) Failure to comply. The Department of Corrections may report a
defendant’s unauthorized absence or failure to comply with any other
condition of the Program to the prosecutor and the defendant, provided that a
defendant’s failure to comply with any condition of the Program for a reason

other than fault on the part of the defendant shall not be reportable. To address
a reported violation, the prosecutor may request:

(A) areview of conditions pursuant to section 7554 of this title:

(B) a prosecution for contempt pursuant to section 7559 of this title:

(C) _a bail revocation hearing pursuant to section 7575 of this title.

(d) Credit for time served. A defendant shall receive credit for a sentence
of imprisonment for time served in the Home Detention Program.

(e) Program support. The Department may support the monitoring

operations of the Program through grants of financial assistance to, or
contracts for services with, any public entity that meets the Department’s

requirements.

(f) Policies and procedures. The Department of Corrections shall establish
written policies and procedures for the Home Detention Program to be used by
the Department, any contractors or grantees that the Department engages with
to assist with the monitoring operations of the program, and to assist the courts
in understanding the Program.

Second: By striking out Sec. 4, 13 V.S.A. § 7555, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 4 to read as follows:

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 7555 is added to read:
§ 7555. PRETRIAL SUPERVISION PROGRAM

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the Pretrial Supervision Program is to assist
eligible people through the use of evidence-based strategies to improve pretrial
compliance with conditions of release, to coordinate and support the provision
of pretrial services when appropriate, to ensure attendance at court
appearances, and to decrease the potential to recidivate while awaiting trial.

(b) Definition. As used in this section, “absconded” has the same meaning
as “absconding” as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 722(1)}(B)—(C).

(c) Pretrial supervision.
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(1) Except as provided in subsection (g) of this section, beginning on

January 1, 2025, the Pretrial Supervision Program shall, if ordered by the court
pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, monitor defendants who have been
charged with violating a condition of release pursuant to section 7559 of this

title or have not fewer than five pending dockets and pose a risk of
nonappearance at court hearings, a risk of flight, or a risk of endangering the

public.

(2) The Department shall assign a pretrial supervision officer to monitor
defendants in a designated region of Vermont and help coordinate any pretrial

services needed by the defendant. The Department shall determine the

appropriate level of supervision using evidence-based screenings of those
defendants eligible to be placed in the Program. The Department’s

supervision levels may include use of:

(A) the Department’s telephone monitoring system;

(B) telephonic meetings with a pretrial supervisor;

(C) in-person meetings with a pretrial supervisor;

(D) electronic monitoring; or

(E) any other means of contact deemed appropriate.

(3) When placing a defendant into the Program pursuant to subsection
(d) of this section, the court shall issue an order that sets the defendant’s level

of supervision based on the recommendations submitted by the Department of
Corrections.

(d) Procedure.
(1) At arraignment or at a subsequent hearing, the prosecutor or the
defendant may move, or on the court’s own motion, that the defendant be

reviewed by the court to determine whether the defendant is appropriate for
pretrial supervision. The review shall be scheduled upon the court’s receipt of

a report from the Department of Corrections containing recommendations
pertaining to the defendant’s supervision level.

(2) A defendant is eligible for pretrial supervision if the person has:

(A) violated conditions of release pursuant to section 7559 of this

title; or

(B) not fewer than five pending court dockets.
(3) After a hearing and review of the Department of Corrections’ report

containing the defendant’s supervision level recommendations, the court may
order that the defendant be released to the Pretrial Supervision Program.,
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provided that the court finds placing the defendant under pretrial supervision
will reasonably ensure the person’s appearance in court when required, will

reasonably mitigate the risk of flight, or reasonably ensure protection of the
public. In making such a determination, the court shall consider the following:

(A) the nature of the violation of conditions of release pursuant to
section 7559 of this title:

(B) the nature and circumstances of the underlying offense or
offenses with which the defendant is charged:

(C) the defendant’s prior convictions, history of violence, medical
and mental health needs, history of supervision, and risk of flight;

(D) any risk or undue burden to third parties or risk to public safety
that may result from the placement; or

(E) any other factors that the court deems appropriate.

(e) Compliance and review.

(1) Pretrial supervision officers shall notify the prosecutor and use
reasonable efforts to notify the defendant of any violations of court-imposed

Program conditions committed by the defendant.

(2) _ Pretrial supervision officers may notify the prosecutor and use
reasonable efforts to notify the defendant of any violations of Department-

imposed administrative conditions committed by the defendant.
(3) Upon the motion of the prosecutor or the defendant, or on the

court’s own motion, a defendant’s compliance with pretrial supervision
conditions may be reviewed by the court.

(4) Upon submission of the pretrial supervision officer’s sworn affidavit
by the prosecutor, the court may issue a warrant for the arrest of a defendant

who fails to report to the pretrial supervision officer, commits multiple
violations of supervision requirements. or has absconded.

(f)_Policies and procedures.

(1) On or before November 1, 2024, the Department of Corrections
shall establish written policies and procedures for the Pretrial Supervision
Program to be used by the Department and any contractors or grantees that the
Department engages with to assist in the monitoring operations of the Program
and to assist the courts in understanding the Program.

(2) The Department shall develop policies and procedures concerning

supervision levels, evidence-based criteria for each supervision level, and the
means of contact that is appropriate for each supervision level.
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(2) Contingent on funding. The Pretrial Supervision Program established
in this section shall operate only to the extent funds are appropriated for its
operation. If the Program is not operating in a particular county, the courts
shall not order pretrial supervision as a condition of release in accordance with
section 7554 of this title.

(h) Program support. The Department may support the operation of the

Program through grants of financial assistance to, or contracts for services
with, any public entity that meets the Department’s requirements.

Third: By adding a new Sec. 10 to read as follows:

Sec. 10. JOINT LEGISLATIVE JUSTICE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE;
PRETRIAL SUPERVISION PROGRAM; RECOMMENDATIONS;
REPORT

(a) The Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee shall review the
PreTrial Supervision Program established pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 7555. The

Committee shall review and provide recommendations to the Department of
Corrections for the most prudent use of any funds appropriated to the
Department to operate the Program. The review shall also include

recommendations concerning the geographic areas that the Department may
first implement the Program and future funding mechanisms for the Program.
(b) The Committee’s recommendations pursuant to subsection (a) of this

section shall be submitted to the Department on or before September 1, 2024
and to the General Assembly on or before November 15, 2024.

Fourth: By adding a new Sec. 11 to read as follows:

Sec. 11. CORRECTIONS MONITORING COMMISSION; DEFICIENCIES
RECONSTITUTION; REPORT

(a) On or before January 1, 2025, the Corrections Monitoring Commission
shall conduct a review to identify what the Commission’s needs are to operate,
including its structural challenges; recommendations of changes to the
membership of the Commission; the training necessary for members to operate

effectively as a Commission; and the resources necessary given its mandates
pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 123.

(b) On or before January 15, 2025, the Commission shall present the

results of the review to the Senate Committee on Judiciary and the House
Committee on Corrections and Institutions.

Fifth: By adding a new Sec. 12 to read as follows:
Sec. 12. PROSPECTIVE REPEAL
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13 V.S.A. § 7555 shall be repealed on December 31, 2026.
and by renumbering the remaining sections to be numerically correct.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of
amendment as recommended by the Committee on Judiciary, when further
amended as recommended by the Committee on Corrections and Institutions.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-2)
Amendment to be offered by Rep. Emmons of Springfield to S. 195

That the report of the Committee on Corrections and Institutions be
amended in the second instance of amendment, in Sec. 4, 13 V.S.A. § 7555, by
striking out subdivisions (c)(2)(B) and (C) in their entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof new subdivisions (¢)(2)(B) and (C) to read as follows:

(B) telephonic meetings with a pretrial supervision officer;

(C) in-person meetings with a pretrial supervision officer;
Amendment to be offered by Rep. Peterson of Clarendon to S. 195

That the report of the Committee on Judiciary be amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 9, 18 V.S.A. § 4253, by striking out subsection (a) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (a) to read as follows:

(a) A person who uses a firearm during and in relation to selling or
dispensing a regulated drug in violation of subdivision 4230(b)(3), 4231(b)(3),
4232(b)(3), 4233(b)(3), 4234(b)(3), 4234a(b)(3), 4235(¢c)(3), or 4235a(b)(3) of
this title shall be imprisoned not mere-than-three-years-or-fined-net-meore-than
$5,000-00-or-beth less than three years and fined not more than $5,000.00, in

addition to the penalty for the underlying crime.

Second: In Sec. 9, 18 V.S.A. § 4253, by striking out subsection (b) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (b) to read as follows:

(b) A person who uses a firearm during and in relation to trafficking a
regulated drug in violation of subsection 4230(c), 4231(c), 4233(c), or

4234a(c) of this title shall be imprisoned not mere-than-five-years-or-fined-neot
more—than—$10,000-00,—erbeth less than five years and fined not more than

$10.000.00, in addition to the penalty for the underlying crime.
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S. 259
An act relating to climate change cost recovery

Rep. Sheldon of Middlebury, for the Committee on Environment and
Energy, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be
amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 10 V.S.A. chapter 24A, in section 596, in subdivision (21),
after “the Fund and the Program and” and before “a climate change adaptation
project” by striking out the words “as part of the support of” and inserting in
lieu thereof the words “to pay for”

Second: In Sec. 2, 10 V.S.A. chapter 24A, in section 598, in subsection (d),
after “Inventories as applied to the” and before “fossil fuel volume data” by
striking out the words “best publicly available”

and in section 598, by striking out subdivision (g)(2)(C) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (g)(2)(C) to read as follows:

(C) Each subsequent installment shall be paid one year from the
initial payment each subsequent year and shall be equal to 10 percent of the
total cost recovery demand amount. The Secretary may charge reasonable
interest on each installment payment or a payment delayed for any other
reason and, at the Secretary’s discretion, may adjust the amount of a
subsequent installment payment or a payment delayed for any other reason to
reflect increases or decreases in the Consumer Price Index.

and in section 598, in subsection (i), in the first sentence, after “with the
Secretary within” and before “days following issuance” by striking out the
number “15” and inserting in lieu thereof the number “30”

and in section 598, by striking out subsection (j) in its entirety and inserting
in lieu thereof a new subsection (j) to read as follows:

(J)_Nothing in this section shall be construed to supersede or diminish in

any way any other remedies available to a person, as that term is defined in 1

V.S.A. § 128, at common law or under statute.

Third: In Sec. 2, 10 V.S.A. chapter 24A, in section 599a, in subdivision
(b)(1), after “adopting methodologies using” and before “available science” by
striking out the words “the best”

Fourth: By striking out Sec. 7, effective date, in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof a new Sec. 7 to read as follows:

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATES

- 4802 -



This act shall take effect July 1, 2024, expect that. notwithstanding 1 V.S.A.
§§ 213 and 214, the liability of responsible parties for cost recovery demands
under 10 V.S.A. chapter 24A shall apply retroactively to the covered period

beginning January 1, 1995.
(Committee vote: 9-2-0)

Rep. Christie of Hartford, for the Committee on Judiciary, recommends
the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment as
recommended by the Committee on Environment and Energy.

(Committee Vote: 8-2-1)

Rep. Taylor of Colchester, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committee on Environment and Energy.

(Committee Vote: 8-2-2)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committee on Environment and Energy.

(Committee Vote: 8-2-2)
Favorable
H. 889
An act relating to compensation for certain State employees (Pay Act)

(Rep. McCarthy of St. Albans City will speak for the Committee on
Government Operations and Military Affairs.)

Rep. Mihaly of Calais, for the Committee on Appropriations, recommends
the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-2)
S. 246

An act relating to amending the Vermont basic needs budget and livable
wage

Rep. Burrows of West Windsor, for the Committee on General and
Housing, recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

(Committee Vote: 12-0-0)
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NOTICE CALENDAR
Favorable with Amendment
S. 102

An act relating to expanding employment protections and collective
bargaining rights

Rep. Chesnut-Tangerman of Middletown Springs, for the Committee on
General and Housing, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that
the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 21 V.S.A. § 4950 is added to read:
§ 4950. EMPLOYER COMMUNICATIONS RELATING TO RELIGIOUS
OR POLITICAL MATTERS:; EMPLOYEE RIGHTS

(a) An emplover, or an employer’s agent, shall not discharge. discipline,

penalize, or otherwise discriminate against, or threaten to discharge, discipline,
penalize, or otherwise discriminate against, an employee:

(1) because the employee declines:

(A) to attend or participate in an employer-sponsored meeting that
has the primary purpose of communicating the employer’s opinion about
religious or political matters: or

(B) to view or participate in communications with or from the
employer or the employer’s agent that have the primary purpose of
communicating the employer’s opinion about religious or political matters; or

(2) as a means of requiring an employee to:

(A) attend an employer-sponsored meeting that has the primary

purpose of communicating the employer’s opinion about religious or political
matters; or

(B) view or participate in communications with or from the employer

or the employer’s agent that have the primary purpose of communicating the
employer’s opinion about religious or political matters.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to:
(1) limit an employee’s right to bring a civil action for wrongful

termination; or

(2) diminish or limit any rights provided to an employee pursuant to a
collective bargaining agreement or employment contract.
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(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit an employer that

1s a religious or denominational institution or organization, or any organization
operated for charitable or educational purposes, that is operated, supervised, or

controlled by or in connection with a religious organization, from:
(1) communicating with its employees regarding the employer’s opinion

on religious matters;

(2) requiring its employees to attend a meeting regarding the employer’s
opinion on religious matters: or

(3) requiring its employees to view or participate in communications
from the emplover or the employer’s agent regarding the employer’s opinion
on religious matters.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit an employer that

is a political organization, a political party, or an organization that engages, in
substantial part, in political matters from:

(1) communicating with its employees regarding the emplovyer’s opinion
on political matters:

(2) requiring its employees to attend a meeting regarding the employer’s
opinion on political matters; or

(3) requiring its employees to view or participate in communications

from the emplover or the employer’s agent regarding the employer’s opinion
on political matters.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit an employer or the

employer’s agent from:

(1) communicating information to an employee:
(A) that the employer is required to communicate pursuant to State

or federal law; or

(B) that is necessary for the employee to perform the employee’s job
functions or duties;

(2) requiring an employee to attend a meeting to discuss issues related
to the employer’s business or operation when the discussion is necessary for
the employee to perform the employee’s job functions or duties; or

(3) offering meetings, forums, or other communications about religious

or political matters for which attendance or participation is entirely voluntary.

(f)(1) The penalty and enforcement provisions of section 495b of this
subchapter shall apply to this section.
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(2) The provisions against retaliation in subdivision 495(a)(8) of this
subchapter shall apply to this section.

(2) As used in this section:

(1) “Political matters” means matters relating to:

(A) political affiliation;

(B) elections for political office:

(C) political parties:

(D) legislative proposals;

(E) the decision to join or support any political party or political,
civic, community, fraternal, or labor organization; or

(F) _any combination of subdivisions (A) through (E) of this
subdivision (g)(1).

(2) “Religious matters” means matters relating to:

(A) religious affiliation;

(B) religious practice;

(C) the decision to join or support any religious or denominational
organization or institution; or

(D) __any combination of subdivisions (A) through (C) of this
subdivision (g)(2).

Sec. 2. 21 V.S.A. § 1502 is amended to read:
§ 1502. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* %k sk

(6) “Employee” includes any employee, and is not limited to the
employees of a particular employer unless this chapter explicitly states
otherwise, and includes any individual whose work has ceased as a
consequence of, or in connection with, any current labor dispute or because of
any unfair labor practice and who has not obtained any other regular and
substantially equivalent employment, but does not include an individual;:

(A) employed as an agricultural laborer;
(B) employed by his-erher the individual’s parent or spouse;
©) loved-in_thed : : c il B
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or-her-home; [Repealed.]

(D) having the status of an independent contractor;

(E) employed as a supervisor;

(F) employed by an employer subject to the Railway Labor Act as
amended-from-time to-time; or

(G) employed by any other person who is not an employer as defined

in subdivision (7) of this section.

* %k 3k

Sec. 3. AGRICULTURAL WORKER LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT
LAWS; STUDY COMMITTEE; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Agricultural Worker Labor and
Employment Laws Study Committee to examine the application of Vermont’s
labor relations and employment laws to agricultural workers in Vermont and to
identify potential legislative action to provide additional coverage to
agricultural workers under those laws.

(b) Membership. The Committee shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) four current members of the House, not all from the same political
party, appointed by the Speaker of the House, of whom two shall be members
of the Committee on Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and two shall
be members of the Committee on General and Housing; and

(2) four current members of the Senate, not all from the same political

party, appointed by the Committee on Committees, of whom two shall be
members of the Committee on Agriculture and two shall be members of the
Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs.

(c) Powers and duties. The Committee shall study how Vermont’s

employment and labor relations laws apply to Vermont agricultural workers
and identify potential legislative action to provide additional coverage to

agricultural workers under those laws. In particular, the Committee shall:

(1) identify existing employment rights for agricultural workers under
Vermont and federal law;

(2) identify Vermont and federal employment and collective bargaining

laws that do not apply to some or all Vermont agricultural workers:
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(3) identify laws in other states that provide employment or collective
bargaining rights to agricultural workers that Vermont agricultural workers do
not have;

(4) paying particular attention to states with agricultural economies

similar to Vermont’s, examine the structure of collective bargaining rights for
agricultural workers in other states that provide such rights, including

coverage, certification of exclusive bargaining representatives, subjects for

bargaining, procedures for resolving bargaining impasse, unfair labor
practices, and costs related to organizing and contract negotiation for both

employers and labor organizations;
(5) examine the structure of Vermont’s existing labor relations laws,
including coverage, certification of exclusive bargaining representatives,

subjects for bargaining, procedures for resolving bargaining impasse, unfair

labor practices, and costs related to organizing and contract negotiation for
both emplovers and labor organizations;

(6) examine the capacity of the Vermont Labor Relations Board to
administer collective bargaining in Vermont’s agricultural sector;

(7) _develop a framework for agricultural collective bargaining in

Vermont:; and

(8) identify other potential changes to Vermont’s employment laws to

provide additional rights and protections to agricultural workers.

(d) Assistance. The Committee shall have the administrative assistance of

the Office of Legislative Operations, the fiscal assistance of the Joint Fiscal
Office, and the legal assistance of the Office of Legislative Counsel.

(e) Report.

(1) On or before December 15, 2024, the Committee shall submit a

written report to the General Assembly with its findings and recommendations
for legislative action.

(2) The report shall include a proposal for permitting agricultural
workers to collectively bargain. The proposal shall specifically address:

(A) whether to provide for collective bargaining by agricultural

workers under the State Labor Relations Act or in a separate agricultural
workers’ labor relations act;

(B) the minimum size of agricultural employer to be covered;

(C)  whether, and if so how, to differentiate between covered
employers based on their size;
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(D) the minimum number of employees who may form a bargaining

unit;

(E) how to address seasonal, migratory, and temporary workers;

(F) procedures for selecting and certifying an exclusive
representative for a bargaining unit;

(G) mandatory subjects for bargaining;

(H) procedures for resolving bargaining impasses, including whether

to permit strikes or contract imposition;

() unfair labor practices;

(J) the role, if any, of the Vermont Labor Relations Board in
administering the proposed law;
(K) whether to provide State resources to assist parties during the

process of determining a bargaining unit, certifying an exclusive representative
for a bargaining unit, negotiating a contract, and resolving a bargaining
impasse; and

(L) any other issues the Committee deems to be appropriate.
(3) The report shall also include a recommendation for any other

legislative action to amend Vermont’s employment laws in relation to
agricultural workers that the Committee deems to be appropriate.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Chair of the House Committee on Agriculture, Food Resiliency,

and Forestry shall call the first meeting of the Committee to occur on or before
September 6, 2024.

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.
(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Committee shall cease to exist on December 31, 2024.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement. For attendance at meetings during

adjournment of the General Assembly, a legislative member of the Committee
shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses

pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than six meetings. These payments

shall be made from monies appropriated to the General Assembly.
Sec. 4. 3 V.S.A. § 941 is amended to read:
§ 941. UNIT DETERMINATION, CERTIFICATION, AND
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REPRESENTATION

* %k 3k

(e)(1) Whenever, on the basis of a petition pursuant to subdivision (d)(1) of
this section or a hearing pursuant to subdivision (d)(2) of this section, the
Board finds substantial interest among employees in forming a bargaining unit
or being represented for purposes of collective bargaining, a secret ballot
election shall be conducted by the Board not more than 23 business days after
the petition is filed with the Board except as otherwise provided pursuant to
subdivision (4) of this subsection and subdivision (g)(4) of this section.

* %k 3k

(g)(1) In determining the representation of State employees in a collective
bargaining unit, the Board shall conduct a secret ballot of the employees
within the time period set forth in subdivision (e)(1) of this section, unless the
time to conduct the election is extended pursuant to subdivision (e)(4) of this
section, and certify the results to the interested parties and to the State
employer. The original ballot shall be so prepared as to permit a vote against
representation by anyone named on the ballot. No representative will be
certified with less than a majority of the votes cast by employees in the
bargaining unit.

* %k 3k

(4)(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection (g), if the

Board determines that a petition to be represented for collective bargaining
filed pursuant to subsection (c¢) of this section, which identifies a proposed
exclusive representative of the employees in the bargaining unit, bears the
signatures of at least 50 percent plus one of the employees in a bargaining unit
deemed appropriate by the Board pursuant to this section, the Board shall
certify the person or labor organization as the exclusive representative of the
bargaining unit.

(B) Certification of a collective bargaining representative shall only
be available pursuant to this subdivision (g)(4) when no other person or labor
organization is currently certified or recognized as the exclusive representative
of the employees in the bargaining unit.

(h) A representative chosen by-seeret-balet for the purposes of collective
bargaining by a majority of the votes cast by secret ballot or certified pursuant
to subdivision (g)(4) of this section shall be the exclusive representative of all
the employees in sueh the bargaining unit for a minimum of one year. Sueh
The representative shall be eligible for reelection or for recertification pursuant
to subdivision (g)(4) of this section.
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* %k 3k

Sec. 5. 16 V.S.A. § 1992 is amended to read:
§ 1992. REFERENDUM PROCEDURE FOR REPRESENTATION

(a)(1) An organization purporting to represent a majority of all of the
teachers or administrators employed by the school board may be recognized by
the school board without the necessity of a referendum upon the submission of
a petition bearing the valid signatures of a majority of the teachers or

administrators employed by that school board. Within15-ealendar-days-after
.. | ition._d hool_board_shall iyt |

school board and the organization purporting to represent a majority of the
teachers or administrators shall, within 10 business days after the petition is
submitted, agree on an impartial third party to examine the petition and
determine whether a majority of the teachers or administrators support the
organization. If the parties fail to agree on an impartial third party within
10 business days, the Vermont Labor Relations Board shall examine the
petition and determine whether a majority of the teachers or administrators
support the organization. If the impartial party or the Board determines that a
majority of the teachers or administrators support the organization, it shall
certify the organization as the exclusive representative of the teachers or
administrators.

* %k 3k

(b) Reecognition—granted-te Certification of a negotiating unit as exclusive

representative shall be valid and not subject to challenge by referendum
petition or otherwise for the remainder of the fiscal year in which reeognition
is—granted the certification occurs and for an additional period of 12 months
after final adoption of the budget for the succeeding fiscal year and shall
continue thereafter until a new referendum is called for.

(©)(1)(A) A secret ballot referendum shall be held not more than 21
calendar days after 20 percent of the teachers or administrators employed by
the school board present a petition requesting a referendum on the matter of
representation, except during a period of prior reeegnition certification, as

_ 4811 -




provided pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

* %k 3k

Sec. 6. 21 V.S.A. § 1581 is amended to read:
§ 1581. PETITIONS FOR ELECTION; FILING, INVESTIGATIONS,
HEARINGS, DETERMINATIONS

* %k 3k

(b)(1) The Board shall investigate the petition and if it has reasonable
cause to believe that a question of representation exists shall provide for an
appropriate hearing before the Board itself, a Board member thereef, or its
agents appointed for that purpose upon due notice. Written notice of the
hearing shall be mailed by certified mail to the parties named in the petition
not less than seven days before the hearing.

(2) If the Board finds upon the record of the hearing that a question of
representation exists, it shall conduct an election by secret ballot marked at the
place of election and certify to the parties, in writing, the results thereef of the
election.

(3)(A) If the Board finds upon the record of the hearing that a petition

to be represented for collective bargaining filed pursuant to subdivision
(a)(1)(A) of this section, which identifies a proposed bargaining representative,
bears the signatures of at least 50 percent plus one of the employees in the
bargaining unit, the Board shall certify the individual or labor organization
identified as the bargaining representative.

(B) Certification of a representative shall only be available pursuant

to this subdivision (B) when no other individual or labor organization is
currently certified or recognized as the bargaining representative.

(c) In determining whether or not a question of representation exists, # the
Board shall apply the same regulations and rules of decision regardless of the
identity of the persons filing the petition or the kind of relief sought.

* ok 3k

Sec. 7. 21 V.S.A. § 1584 is amended to read:
§ 1584. PETITIONS AND ELECTION TO RESCIND
REPRESENTATIVE’S AUTHORITY

* %k 3k

(b) No election may shall be conducted under this section in a bargaining
unit or a subdivision within which in the preceding 12 months a valid election
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or certification of a representative pursuant to this subchapter has been-held
occurred.

Sec. 8. 21 V.S.A. § 1724 is amended to read:
§ 1724. CERTIFICATION PROCEDURE

* ok 3k

(e)(1) Ir Except as otherwise provided pursuant to subsection (h) of this
section, in determining the representation of municipal employees in a
collective bargaining unit, the Board shall conduct an election by secret ballot
of the employees and certify the results to the interested parties and to the
employer. The election shall be held not more than 23 business days after the
petition is filed with the Board except as otherwise provided pursuant to

subdivision (4) of this subsection.

* %k 3k

(h)(1) _Notwithstanding subsections (e)—(g) of this section, if following its
investigation pursuant to subsection (b) of this section the Board determines

that a petition to be represented for collective bargaining filed pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section, which identifies a proposed bargaining agent,
bears the signatures of at least 50 percent plus one of the employees in the
bargaining unit, the Board shall certify the individual or labor organization
identified as the bargaining agent.

(2) Certification of a bargaining agent shall only be available pursuant
to this subsection when no other individual or labor organization is currently
certified or recognized as the agent of the employees in the bargaining unit.

(1) No election may shall be conducted under this section in a bargaining
unit or a subdivision within which in the preceding 12 months a valid election
has been held.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.
(Committee vote: 11-0-1)

Rep. Bluemle of Burlington, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committee on General and Housing.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-2)
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S. 114

An act relating to the establishment of the Psychedelic Therapy Advisory
Working Group

Rep. Garofano of Essex, for the Committee on Human Services,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. PSYCHEDELIC THERAPY ADVISORY WORKING GROUP;
STUDY

(a) Creation. There is created the Psychedelic Therapy Advisory Working
Group for the purpose of reviewing existing research on the cost-benefit
profile of the use of psychedelics to improve mental health and to make
findings and recommendations regarding the advisability of the establishment

of a State program to permit health care providers to administer psychedelics
in a therapeutic setting and the impact on public health of allowing individuals

to legally access psychedelics under State law.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) the Dean of the Larner College of Medicine at the University of
Vermont or designee;

(2) the President of the Vermont Psychological Association or designee;

(3) the President of the Vermont Psychiatric Association or designee:

(4) the Executive Director of the Vermont Board of Medical Practice or
designee;

(5) the Director of the Vermont Office of Professional Regulation or
designee;

(6) the Executive Director of the Vermont Medical Society or designee:
(7) the Vermont Commissioner of Health or designee; and
(8) the Vermont Commissioner of Mental Health or designee.

(c) Powers and duties.

(1) The Working Group shall:

(A) review the latest research and evidence of the public health
benefits and risks of clinical psychedelic assisted treatments; and
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(B) examine the laws and programs of other states that have

authorized the use of psychedelics by health care providers in a therapeutic
setting and necessary components and resources if Vermont were to pursue
such a program.

(2) The Working Group shall seek testimony from Johns Hopkins’

Center for Psychedelic and Consciousness Research, in addition to any other
entities with an expertise in psychedelics.

(d) Assistance. The Working Group shall have the assistance of the

Vermont Department of Mental Health for purposes of scheduling and staffing

meetings and developing and submitting the report required by subsection (e)

of this section.

(e) Report. On or before November 15, 2024, the Working Group shall

submit a written report to the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary, the
House Committee on Health Care, the House Committee on Human Services

and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare with its findings and any
recommendations for legislative action.

(f) Meetings.
(1) The Vermont Department of Mental Health shall call the first
meeting of the Working Group to occur on or before July 15, 2024.

(2) The Working Group shall select a chair from among its members at

the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on January 1, 2025.
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.
(Committee vote: 10-0-1)

S. 220
An act relating to Vermont’s public libraries

Rep. Mrowicki of Putney, for the Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that
the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

* % * Library Policies; Selection and Retention of Library Materials * * *
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Sec. 1. 22 V.S.A. § 67 is amended to read:
§ 67. PUBLIC LIBRARIES; STATEMENT OF POLICY; USE OF
FACILITIES AND RESOURCES

* %k sk

(c¢) To ensure that Vermont libraries protect and promote the principles of
free speech, inquiry, discovery, and public accommodation, it is necessary that
the trustees, managers, or directors of free public libraries adopt policies that
comply with the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and State and
federal civil rights and antidiscrimination laws.

Sec. 2. 22 V.S.A. § 69 is added to read:
§ 69. PUBLIC LIBRARIES:; SELECTION AND RECONSIDERATION OF
LIBRARY MATERIALS

A public library shall adopt a library material selection policy and
procedures for the reconsideration and retention of library materials that
complies with the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the Civil Rights

Act of 1964, State laws prohibiting discrimination in places of public

accommodation, and that reflect Vermont’s diverse people and history,
including diversity of race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation,

disability status, religion, and political beliefs. A public library may adopt as
its policy a model policy adopted by the Department of Libraries pursuant to
section 606 of this title.

* * * Confidentiality of Library Records; Minors * * *
Sec. 3. 22 V.S.A. § 172 is amended to read:
§ 172. LIBRARY RECORD CONFIDENTIALITY; EXEMPTIONS

* %k 3k

(b) Unless authorized by other provisions of law, the library’s officers,
employees, and volunteers shall not disclose the records except:

* %k sk

(4) to custodial parents or guardians of patrons under age16 12 years of
age; or

* %k 3k

* % * Public Safety * * *
Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 1702 is amended to read:

- 4816 -



§ 1702. CRIMINAL THREATENING

* %k 3k

(d) A person who violates subsection (a) of this section by making a threat
that places any person in reasonable apprehension that death, serious bodily
injury, or sexual assault will occur at a public or private independent school;
postsecondary education institution; public library; place of worship; polling
place during election activities; the Vermont State House; or any federal, State,

or municipal building shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not
more than $2,000.00, or both.

(h) As used in this section:

* sk 3k

(12) “Public library” means a public library as defined in 22 V.S.A.
§ 101.

* %k 3k

* % * Library Governance * * *
Sec. 5. 22 V.S.A. § 105 is amended to read:
§ 105. GENERAL POWERS
(a) The trustees, managers, or directors shall;

(1) elect the officers of the corporation from their number and have the
control and management of the affairs, finances, and property of the
corporations;

(2) adopt bylaws and policies governing the operation of the library:;
(3) establish a library budget;

(4) hold regular meetings; and
(5) ensure compliance with the terms of any funding, grants, or
bequests.

(b) The Trustees, managers, or directors may:

(1) accept donations and, in their discretion, hold the donations in the
form in which they are given for the purposes of science, literature, and art
germane to the objects and purposes of the corporation—Fhey-may;; and
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(2) in their discretion, receive by loan books, manuscripts, works of art,
and other library materials and hold or circulate them under the conditions
specified by the owners.

Sec. 6. 22 V.S.A. § 143 is amended to read:
§ 143. TRUSTEES

(a) Unless a municipality whieh that has established or shall establish a
public library votes at its annual meeting to elect a board of trustees, the
governing body of the municipality shall appoint the trustees. The
appointment or election of the trustees shall continue in effect until changed at
an annual meeting of the municipality. When trustees are first chosen, they
shall be elected or appointed for staggered terms.

(b) The board shall consist of not less fewer than five trustees who shall
have full power to:

(1) manage the public library;—make and any property that shall come
into the hands of the municipality by gift, purchase, devise, or bequest for the
use and benefit of the library;

(2) adopt bylaws; and policies governing the operation of the library;
(3) clect officers;—establish—atibrary—peliey—and-reeeive,—controland

PDTOpP y O O Cl O )

(4) establish a library budget for consideration by the legislative body of
the municipality for inclusion in the municipality’s budget;

(5) hold regular meetings; and

(6) ensure compliance with the terms of any funding, grants. or
bequests.

(¢) The board may appoint a director for the efficient administration and
conduct of the library. A library director shall be under the supervision and
control of the library board of trustees, unless the employee relationship is
otherwise specified in the municipality’s charter or by written agreement
between the legislative body of the municipality and the trustees.

* % * Department of Libraries * * *
Sec. 7. 22 V.S.A. § 606 is amended to read:
§ 606. OTHER DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS
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The Department, in addition to the functions specified in section 605 of this
title:

* %k sk

(5) May Shall provide a continuing education program for a Certificate
in Public Librarianship. The Department shall conduct seminars, workshops,
and other programs to increase the professional competence of librarians in the
State.

* %k 3k

(8) Shall be the primary access point for State information, and provide

advice on State information technology policy.

(9) May develop and adopt model policies for free public libraries
concerning displays, meeting room use, patron behavior, internet use, library
materials selection, and other relevant topics, as well as procedures for the
reconsideration and retention of library materials, to ensure compliance with
the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the Civil Rights Act of 1964,

and Vermont laws prohibiting discrimination in places of public
accommodation.

(10)  Shall adopt a material selection policy and procedures for
reconsideration and retention that reflect Vermont’s diverse people and history,
including diversity of race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation,
disability status, religion, and political beliefs.

(11) May develop best practices and guidelines for public libraries and
library service levels.

* % * School Library Material Selection * * *
Sec. 7a. 16 V.S.A. § 1624 is added to read:
§ 1624. SCHOOL LIBRARY MATERIAL SELECTION POLICY

(a) Each school board and each approved independent school shall
develop, adopt, ensure the enforcement of, and make available in the manner
described under subdivision 563(1) of this title a library material selection
policy and procedures for the reconsideration and retention of materials. The
policy and procedures shall affirm the importance of intellectual freedom and
be guided by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the Civil Rights

Act of 1964, Vermont laws prohibiting discrimination in places of public

accommodation, the American Library Association’s Freedom to Read
Statement, Vermont’s Freedom to Read Statement, and reflect Vermont’s

diverse people and history, including diversity of race, ethnicity, sex, gender
identity, sexual orientation, disability status, religion, and political beliefs.
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(b) In order to ensure a student’s First Amendment rights are protected and
all students’ identities are affirmed and dignity respected, the policy and
procedures required under subsection (a) of this section shall prohibit the
removal of school library materials for the following reasons:

(1) partisan approval or disapproval;

(2) the author’s race, nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation,
political views, or religious views;

(3) school board members’ or members of the public’s discomfort,
personal morality, political views, or religious views;

(4) the author’s point of view concerning the problems and issues of our

time, whether international, national, or local;

(5) the race, nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation, political
views, or religious views of the protagonist or other characters; or

(6) content related to sexual health that addresses physical, mental,
emotional, or social dimensions of human sexuality, including puberty, sex,
and relationships.

(c) The policy and procedures required under subsection (a) of this section
shall ensure that school library staff are responsible for curating and
developing collections that provide students with access to a wide array of
materials that are relevant to students’ research, independent reading interests,
and educational needs, as well as ensuring such materials are tailored to the
cognitive and emotional levels of the children served by the school.

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 2 (22 V.S.A. § 69: public libraries: selection and reconsideration
of library materials) and 7a (16 V.S.A. § 1624: school library material
selection policy) shall take effect on July 1. 2025.

(b) Sec. 7 (22 V.S.A. § 606; Dept. of Libraries; other duties and functions)
shall take effect on January 1. 2025.

(¢) This section and all other sections of this act shall take effect on July 1,
2024.

(Committee vote: 11-3-1)
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S. 254

An act relating to including rechargeable batteries and battery-containing
products under the State battery stewardship program

Rep. Morris of Springfield, for the Committee on Environment and
Energy, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be
amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, 10 V.S.A. chapter 168, in section 7581, in subdivision (9),
as amended, after “means” and before “readily detachable” by inserting the

words “the battery is”

and, in section 7587, by striking out subsection (a) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (a) to read as follows:

(a) Sale prohibited. Except as set forth in subsection (b) of this section, no
retailer shall sell or offer for sale a primary battery, rechargeable battery, or
battery-containing product on or after January 1, 2646 2026 unless the
producer of the primary battery, rechargeable battery, or battery-containing
product is implementing an approved primary battery stewardship plan, is a
member of a primary battery stewardship organization implementing an
approved primary battery stewardship plan, or is exempt from participation in
an approved plan, as determined by review of the producers listed on the
Agency website required in subsection 7586(f) of this title.

Second: By adding two new sections to be Secs. 4a and 4b to read as
follows:

Sec. 4a. 10 V.S.A. § 7182(b) is amended to read:
(b) Stewardship organization registration requirements.

(1) On or before Janwary July 1, 2025 and annually thereafter, a
stewardship organization shall file a registration form with the Secretary. The
Secretary shall provide the registration form to the stewardship organization.
The registration form shall include:

* ok 3k

Sec. 4b. 10 V.S.A. § 6615f is added to read:
§ 6615f. ADMINISTRATIVE USE CONTROLS AT CONTAMINATED
SITES

(a) A petition for administrative use controls at a hazardous material
contaminated site may be made by a person responding to a release at that site.
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The petition shall be made on a form developed by the Secretary that includes
the following:

(1) a brief description of the contamination at the site and work

completed under an approved corrective action plan;

(2) _a legal description of the property or properties subject to
administrative use controls:

(3) a digital map that shows the boundaries of the property or properties

subject to the administrative use controls and any operational units on the
property or properties where more detailed controls will be applied:

(4) a narrative description of the uses that are prohibited on the property

under the administrative use control, including any specific restrictions
applicable to operational units on the property;

(5) signatures of the property owner or persons with legal control of the

property certifying that they accept the imposition of these administrative use
controls on their property; and

(6) any other requirement that the Secretary requires by rule.

(b) The Secretary shall approve the administrative use controls upon
finding:

(1) the administrative use controls adequately protect human health and

the environment;

(2) the administrative use controls are consistent with requirements of

the plan required by rules adopted pursuant to this chapter and approved by the
Secretary; and

(3) the petition contains adequate information to ensure that current and
future owners are aware of the restrictions.

(c) Administrative use controls may require:

(1) restrictions on the use of the property or operational units on the
property where restrictions are placed;

(2) a right to access the property to ensure that the restrictions are
maintained; and

(3) requirements to maintain the restrictions and report on their
implementation.

(d) Administrative use controls shall be effective until a property owner or

person with legal control petitions the Secretary for their removal. The
Secretary shall remove the administrative use controls if the property owner:
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(1) clearly demonstrates that the contamination that was the basis of the

administrative use controls has naturally attenuated: or

(2) has completed a subsequent corrective action plan that either
remediates the hazardous material below environmental media standards or

requires alternate administrative use controls.
(Committee vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Ode of Burlington, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committee on Environment and Energy.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-1)
S. 302
An act relating to public health outreach programs regarding dementia risk

Rep. Hyman of South Burlington, for the Committee on Human Services,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 6221 is amended to read:
§ 6221. PUBLIC EDUCATION RESOURCES

(a) The Departments of Health and of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent
Living shall jointly develop and maintain easily accessible electronic, print,
and in-person public education materials and programs on Alzheimer’s disease
and related disorders that shall serve as a resource for patients, families,
caregivers, and health care providers. =~ The Departments shall include
information about the State Plan on Aging as well as resources and programs
for prevention, care, and support for individuals, families, and communities.

(b)(1) To the extent funds exist, the Departments of Health, of Mental

Health, and of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living, in consultation
with the Commission on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders and other

relevant workgroups and community organizations, shall, as part of existing
and relevant public health outreach programs:

(A) educate health care providers regarding:

(i)  the wvalue of early detection and timely diagnosis of
Alzheimer’s disease and other types of dementia;
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(i1) validated assessment tools for the detection and diagnosis of
Alzheimer’s disease, younger-onset Alzheimer’s disease, and other types of
dementia:

(ii1) the benefits of a Medicare annual wellness visit or other

annual physical for an adult 65 years of age or older to screen for Alzheimer’s
disease and other types of dementia;

(iv) the significance of recognizing the family care partner as part

of the health care team;

(v) the Medicare care planning billing codes for individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease and other types of dementia; and

(vi) the necessity of ensuring that patients have access to language
access services, when appropriate; and

(B) increase public understanding and awareness of:

(i) the early warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease and other types

of dementia; and

(i1) _ the benefits of early detection and timely diagnosis of
Alzheimer’s disease and other types of dementia.

(2) In their public health outreach programs and any programming and

information developed for providers pertaining to Alzheimer’s disease and
other types of dementia, the Departments shall provide uniform. consistent

guidance in nonclinical terms with an emphasis on cultural competency as
defined in 18 V.S.A. §251 and health literacy, specifically targeting

populations at higher risk for developing dementia.
Sec. 2. PRESENTATION; ADDRESSING RARE DISEASES

On or after January 15, 2025, the Department of Health shall provide a

presentation to the House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate

Committee on Health and Welfare describing the public health impact of rare
diseases in Vermont and the Department’s role in addressing rare diseases

statewide.
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.
(Committee vote: 11-0-0)
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S. 310

An act relating to natural disaster government response, recovery, and
resiliency

Rep. Birong of Vergennes, for the Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that
the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

* % * Creation of the Community Resilience and Disaster
Mitigation Grant Program and Fund * * *
Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 48 is added to read:

§ 48. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISASTER MITIGATION
GRANT PROGRAM

(a) Program established. There is established the Community Resilience

and Disaster Mitigation Grant Program to award grants to covered
municipalities to provide support for disaster mitigation, adaptation, or repair
activities.

(b) Definition. As used in this section, “covered municipality” means a
city, town, fire district or incorporated village, and all other governmental
incorporated units that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program in
accordance with 42 U.S.C. Chapter 50.

(c) Administration; implementation.

(1) Grant awards. The Department of Public Safety, in coordination

with the Department of Environmental Conservation, shall administer the
Program, which shall award grants for the following:

(A) technical assistance for natural disaster mitigation, adaptation, or
repair to municipalities;

(B) technical assistance for the improvement of municipal
stormwater systems and other municipal infrastructure;

(C) projects that implement disaster mitigation measures, adaptation,
or repair, including watershed restoration and similar activities that directly
reduce risks to communities, lives, public collections of historic value, and
property; and

(D) projects to adopt and meet the State’s model flood hazard
bylaws.

(2) Grant Program design. The Department of Public Safety, in
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coordination with the Department of Environmental Conservation, shall design
the Program. The Program design shall:

(A) establish an equitable system for distributing grants statewide on
the basis of need according to a system of priorities, including the following:

(1)_projects that meet the standards established by the Department
of Environmental Conservation’s Stream Alteration Rule and Flood Hazard
Area and River Corridor Rule.

(i1) projects that use funding as a match for other grants. including
grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA);

(ii1) projects that are in hazard mitigation plans; and

(iv) projects that are geographically located around the State:

(B) establish guidelines for disaster mitigation measures and costs
that will be eligible for grant funding: and

(C) establish eligibility criteria for covered municipalities, but allow
municipalities to partner with community organizations to apply for grants and
implement projects awarded funding by those grants.

(3) Annually, by November 15, the Department of Public Safety shall

submit a report detailing the current Program design and any grants awarded
pursuant to this section during the preceding year to the House Committee on

Government Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on
Government Operations.

Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. § 49 is added to read:

§49. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISASTER MITIGATION
FUND

(a) Creation. There is established the Community Resilience and Disaster

Mitigation Fund to provide funding to the Community Resilience and Disaster
Mitigation Grant Program established in section 48 of this title. The Fund

shall be administered by the Department of Public Safety.

(b) Monies in the Fund. The Fund shall consist of monies appropriated or
transferred to the Fund.

(c) Fund administration.
(1) The Commissioner of Finance and Management may anticipate

receipts to this Fund and issue warrants based thereon.

(2) The Commissioner of Public Safety shall maintain accurate and

complete records of all receipts by and expenditures from the Fund.
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(3) All balances remaining at the end of a fiscal year shall be carried

over to the following year.

(d) Reports. On or before January 15 each year, the Commissioner of

Public Safety shall submit a report to the House Committees on Environment
and Energy and House Government Operations and Military Affairs and the

Senate Committees on Government Operations and Natural Resources and
Energy with an update on the expenditures from the Fund. For each fiscal
year, the report shall include a summary of each project receiving funding.
The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not
apply to the report to be made under this subsection.

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]
Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 8557 is amended to read:
§ 8557. VERMONT FIRE SERVICE TRAINING COUNCIL

(a)(1) Sums for the expenses of the operation of training facilities and
curriculum of the Vermont Fire Service Training Council not to exceed
$15200;000-00 $1,500,000.00 per year shall be paid to the Fire Safety Special
Fund created by 20 V.S.A. § 3157 by insurance companies, writing fire,
homeowners multiple peril, allied lines, farm owners multiple peril,
commercial multiple peril (fire and allied lines), private passenger and
commercial auto, and inland marine policies on property and persons situated
within the State of Vermont within 30 days after notice from the
Commissioner of Financial Regulation of such estimated expenses. Captive
companies shall be excluded from the effect of this section.

* %k 3k

(4) An amount not less than $156,000-00 $450.000.00 shall be
specifically allocated to the Emergency Medical Services Special Fund
established under 18 V.S.A. § 908 for the provision of training programs for
certified Vermont EMS first responders and licensed emergency medical
responders, emergency medical technicians, advanced emergency medical
technicians, and paramedics.

* %k 3k
* * * Credit Facilities for Local Investments * * *
Sec. 4a. 10 V.S.A. § 10 is amended to read:
§ 10. VERMONT STATE TREASURER; CREDIT FACILITY FOR LOCAL
INVESTMENTS
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(a) Notwithstanding any provision of 32 V.S.A. § 433(a) to the contrary,
the Vermont State Treasurer shall have the authority to establish a credit
facility of up to 10 percent of the State’s average cash balance on terms
acceptable to the Treasurer and consistent with prudent investment principles
and guidelines pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 433(b)—(c) and the Uniform Prudent
Investor Act, 14A V.S.A. chapter 9.

(b) The Treasurer may use amounts available under subsection (a) of this
section to provide financing for infrastructure projects in Vermont mobile
home parks and may modify the terms of such financing in his—er—her the
Treasurer’s discretion as is necessary to promote the availability of mobile
home park housing and to protect the interests of the State.

(¢) Notwithstanding any provision of 32 V.S.A. § 433(a) to the contrary,
and in addition to the provisions of subsection (a) on this section, the Vermont
State Treasurer shall have the authority to establish a credit facility of up to
two and one-half percent of the State’s average cash balance on terms
acceptable to the Treasurer and consistent with prudent investment principles
and guidelines pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 433(b)(c) and the Uniform Prudent
Investor Act, 14A V.S.A. chapter 9. The Treasurer may use amounts available

under this subsection only to provide financing for climate infrastructure and

resilience projects and may modify the terms of such financing in the
Treasurer’s discretion as is necessary to protect the interest of the State.

(d) Annually, by January 15, the Treasurer shall submit a report detailing
the activities, financing, and accounting of any credit facilities created
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section during the preceding calendar year to

the Governor, the House Committees on Appropriations, Commerce and
Economic Development, and Government Operations and Military Affairs,

and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs, Appropriations, and Government Operations.

* % * Defining First Responder * * *
Sec. 5. 20 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:
§ 2. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* %k 3k

(6)  “Emergency management” means the preparation for and
implementation of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which
the U.S. Armed Forces or other federal agencies are primarily responsible, to
prevent, plan for, mitigate, and support response and recovery efforts from all-
hazards. Emergency management includes the utilization of first responders
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and other emergency management personnel and the equipping, exercising,
and training designed to ensure that this State and its communities are prepared

to deal with all-hazards.

(7) “First responder” means State, county, and local governmental and

nongovernmental personnel who provide immediate support services necessary
to perform emergency management functions during an emergency or all-

hazards event, including:

(A) emergency management and public safety personnel;
(B) firefighters, as that term is defined in section 3151 of this title:

(C) law enforcement officers, as that term is defined in section 2351a
of this title;

(D) public safety telecommunications and dispatch personnel;

(E) emergency medical personnel and volunteer personnel, as those
terms are defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651;

(F) licensed professionals who would provide clinical services and
emergency care in hospitals and medical facilities created to address an all-
hazards event;

(G) public health personnel;

(H) public works personnel, including water, wastewater, and
stormwater personnel; and

(D) _equipment operators and other skilled personnel, who provide

services necessary to enable the performance of emergency management
functions.

(8) “Hazard mitigation” means any action taken to reduce or eliminate
the threat to persons or property from all-hazards.

)(9) “Hazardous chemical or substance” means:

* %k sk

9)(10) “Hazardous chemical or substance incident” means any mishap
or occurrence involving hazardous chemicals or substances that may pose a
threat to persons or property.

9)(11) “Homeland security” means the preparation for and carrying
out of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which the U.S.
Armed Forces or other federal agencies are primarily responsible, to prevent,
minimize, or repair injury and damage resulting from or caused by enemy
attack, sabotage, or other hostile action.
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“bH(12) “Radiological incident” means any mishap or occurrence
involving radiological activity that may pose a threat to persons or property.

Sec. 6. [Deleted.]
* % * Emergency Management * * *
Sec. 7. 20 V.S.A. § 6 is amended to read:
§ 6. LOCAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT

(a) Each town and city of this State is-hereby-autherized-and-directed—to

shall establish a local organization for emergency management in accordance
with the State emergency management plan and program. The executive
officer or legislative branch of the town or city is-autherized-te shall appoint a
town or city emergency management director who shall have direct
responsibility for the organization, administration, and coordination of the
local organization for emergency management, subject to the direction and
control of the executive officer or legislative branch. If the town or city that
has not adopted the town manager form of government in accordance with 24
V.S.A. chapter 37 and the executive officer or legislative branch of the town or
city has not appointed an emergency management director, the executive
officer or legislative branch shall be—the appoint a town or city emergency
management director. The town or city emergency management director may
appoint an emergency management coordinator and other staff as necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this chapter. In an instance of a vacancy of the

position of a town or city emergency management director, the executive
officer or the chair or president of the legislative branch shall be the

emergency management director.

(b) Each local organization for emergency management shall perform
emergency management functions within the territorial limits of the town or
city within which it is organized and, #t which may include coordinating the

utilization of first responders and other emergency management personnel

pursuant to the all-hazards emergency management plan adopted pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section. In addition, each local organization for

emergency management shall conduct such functions outside the territorial
limits as may be required pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and in
accord with rules adopted by the Governor.

(c)(1) Each local organization shall develop and maintain an all-hazards
emergency management plan in accordance with the State Emergency
Management Plan and guidance set forth by the Division of Emergency
Management.
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(2) The Division shall amend the local emergency plan template and any
best management practices or guidance the Division issues to municipalities to
address the need for the siting of local and regional emergency shelters in a

manner that allows access by those in need during an all-hazards event.

(3) The Division shall advise municipalities that when a shelter is sited
under a local emergency plan, the municipality should work with the Agency
of Human Services, the American Red Cross, and community-based
emergency or charitable food providers, to assess the facility and the facility’s
potential operations, including the characteristics of the surrounding area
during an all-hazards event, multiple routes of travel and possible hazards that

could prevent access to the shelter, and the need for immediate and sustained
access to food and water for individuals using the shelter.

(4) The Division, in coordination with the Agency of Human Services,

shall advise municipalities, upon completion of a local emergency
management plan, on how to conduct training and exercises pertaining to

sheltering.

(d) Regional emergency management committees shall be established by
the Division of Emergency Management.

* %k sk

(3) A regional emergency management committee shall consist of
voting and nonvoting members.

(A) Voting members. The local emergency management director or
designee and one representative from each town and city in the region shall
serve as the voting members of the committee. A representative from a town
or city shall be a member of the town’s or city’s emergency services
community and shall be appointed by the town’s or city’s executive or
legislative branch.

(B) Nonvoting members. Nonvoting members may include
representatives from the following organizations serving within the region:
fire departments, emergency medical services, law enforcement, other entities
providing emergency response personnel, media, transportation, regional
planning commissions, hospitals, the Department of Health’s district office,
the Division of Emergency Management, organizations serving vulnerable

populations, local libraries, arts and culture organizations, regional

development corporations, local business organizations, community-based
emergency or charitable food providers, and any other interested public or

private individual or organization.
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Sec. 8. 20 V.S.A. § 31 is amended to read:
§ 31. STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION; DUTIES

(a) The Commission shall have authority to:

* ok 3k

(7) Ensure that a-State-plan the State Emergency Management Plan will
go into effect when an accident occurs involving the transportation of
hazardous materials. The plan Plan shall be exercised at least once annually
and shall be coordinated with local and State emergency plans.

* %k 3k

Sec. 9. 20 V.S.A. § 32 is amended to read:
§ 32. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEES; CREATION;
DUTIES

(a) One or more local emergency planning committees, created under
EPCRA, shall be appointed by the State Emergency Response Commission.

“EPCRA” means the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-
Know Act of 1986. 42 U.S.C. §§ 11001-11050.

(b) All local emergency planning committees shall include representatives
from the following: fire departments; local and regional emergency medical
services; local, county, and State law enforcement; other entities providing
first responders or emergency management personnel; media; transportation;
regional planning commissions; hospitals; industry; the Vermont National
Guard; the Department of Health’s district office; and an animal rescue
organization, and may include any other interested public or private individual
or organization. Where the local emergency planning committee represents
more than one region of the State, the Commission shall appoint
representatives that are geographically diverse.

(c) A local emergency planning committee shall perform all the following
duties:

(1) Carry out all the requirements of a committee pursuant to EPCRA,
including preparing a local emergency planning committee plan. The plan
shall be coordinated with the State emergency management plan and may be
expanded to address all-hazards identified in the State emergency management
plan. At a minimum, the local emergency planning committee plan shall
include the following:

(A) Identifies facilities and transportation routes of extremely
hazardous substances.
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(B) Describes the utilization of first responders and other emergency
management personnel and emergency response procedures, including those
identified in facility plans.

(C) Designates a local emergency planning committee coordinator
and facility coordinators to implement the plan.

(D) Outlines emergency notification procedures.

(E) Describes how to determine the probable affected area and
population by releases of hazardous substances.

(F) Describes local emergency equipment and facilities and the
persons responsible for them.

(G) Outlines evacuation plans.

(H) Provides for coordinated local training to ensure integration with
the State emergency management plan.

(I) Provides methods and schedules for exercising emergency plans.

(2) Upon receipt by the committee or the committee’s designated
community emergency coordinator of a notification of a release of a hazardous
chemical or substance, ensure that the local emergency plan has been
implemented.

(3) Consult and coordinate with the heads of local government
emergency services, the emergency management director or designee, persons
in _charge of local first responders and other local emergency management
personnel, regional planning commissions, and the managers of all facilities
within the jurisdiction regarding the facility plan.

(4) Review and evaluate requests for funding and other resources and

advise the State Emergency Response Commission concerning disbursement
of funds.

(5) Work to support the various emergency services and other entities

providing first responders or emergency management personnel, mutual aid
systems, town governments, regional planning commissions, State agency

district offices, and others in their area in conducting coordinated all-hazards
emergency management activities.

Sec. 10. 20 V.S.A. § 41 is added to read.
§41. STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN.

The Department of Public Safety’s Vermont Emergency Management
Division shall create, and republish as needed, but not less than every five
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years, a comprehensive State Emergency Management Plan. The Plan shall
detail response systems during all-hazards events, including communications,
coordination among State, local, private, and volunteer entities, and the
deployment of State and federal resources. The Plan shall also detail the
State’s emergency preparedness measures and goals, including those for the
prevention of, protection against, mitigation of, and recovery from all-hazards
events. The Plan shall include templates and guidance for regional emergency

management and for local emergency plans that support municipalities in their
respective emergency management planning.

Sec. 11. VERMONT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS REVIEW

(a) Review. On or before June 30, 2025, the Department of Public Safety’s
Division of Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) shall conduct an after-
action review of the State’s disaster preparedness leading up to, during, and
after the 2023 summer flooding events throughout the State, overseen by the

Director of VEM. The review shall examine all aspects of the State’s response
and shall include input from the whole community. In addition to the federal
Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program’s requirements, the
review shall include examining the adequacy of early warning and evacuation
orders, designated evacuation routes and emergency shelters, the ability to
provide food and water where it is needed, the present system of local
emergency management directors in wide-spread emergencies and the State’s
present emergency communications systems.

(b) Report. On or before December 15, 2025, the Director of VEM shall

submit a written report to the House Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government Operations
with its findings regarding the disaster preparedness review, and, if the

Director determines there to be inadequacies present in the State’s disaster
preparedness, a plan for improving the State’s disaster preparedness, which

may include any recommendations for legislative action.
Sec. 12. [Deleted.]

* * * Municipal Stormwater Utilities * * *
Sec. 13. 24 V.S.A. chapter 101 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 101. SEWAGE, SEWAGE DISPOSAL S¥STEM, AND
STORMWATER SYSTEMS

§ 3601. DEFINITIONS
The definiti blished i 03501 of this_title_shall blish_d
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) “Board” means the board of sewage dispesal system commissioners.

(2) _ “Domestic_sewage” or “house sewage” means sanitary sewage
derived principally from dwellings, business buildings, and institutions.

(3) “Industrial wastes” or “trade wastes” means liquid wastes from
industrial processes, including suspended solids.

(4) “Necessity” means a reasonable need that considers the greatest

public good and the least inconvenience and expense to the condemning party
and to the property owner. Necessity shall not be measured merely by expense

or convenience to the condemning party. Due consideration shall be given to
the adequacy of other property and locations; to the quantity, kind, and extent

of property that may be taken or rendered unfit for use by the proposed taking:
to the probable term of unfitness for use of the property; to the effect of
construction upon scenic and recreational values, upon home and homestead
rights and the convenience of the owner of the land; to the effect upon town
grand list and revenues.

(5) “Sanitary sewage” means used water supply commonly containing

human excrement.

(6) “Sanitary treatment” means an approved method of treatment of
solids and bacteria in sewage before final discharge.

(7) “Sewage” means the used water supply of a community, including

such used water supply or stormwater as may or may not be mixed with these
liquid wastes from the community.

(8) “Sewage system” means any equipment, stormwater control system.,
pipe line system, and facilities as are needed for and appurtenant to the
treatment or disposal of sewage and waters, including a sewage treatment or
disposal plant and separate pipe lines and structural or nonstructural facilities
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as are needed for and appurtenant to the treatment or disposal of storm.,
surface, and subsurface waters.

(9) The phrase “sewage treatment or disposal plant” shal—inelade
includes, for the purposes of this chapter, any plant, equipment, system, and
facilities, whether structural or nonstructural, as are necessary for and
appurtenant to the treatment or disposal by approved sanitary methods of
domestic sewage, garbage, industrial wastes, stormwater, or surface water.

(10) “Stormwater” has the same meaning as “stormwater runoff” under
10 V.S.A. § 1264.

11 “Stormwater management system’” means any structure, or
improvement, whether structural or nonstructural, necessary for collecting,

containing, controlling, treating, or conveying stormwater, including sewers,

curbs, drains, conduits, natural and man-made channels, settling ponds, pipes,
and culverts.

§ 3602. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:; MEMBERSHIP

(a) Except as provided for in subsection (b) of this section, the selectboard

of a town, the trustees of a village, the prudential committee of a fire or
lighting district, or the mayor and board of aldermen of a city, shall be the
board of commissioners for the sewage system of a municipality.

(b) The legislative body of the municipality may vote to constitute a
separate board of sewage system commissioners. The board shall have not less
than three nor more than seven members, who shall be residents of the
municipality. Members shall be appointed, and any vacancy filled, by the
legislative body of the municipality. The term of each member shall be four
years. Any member may be removed by the legislative body of the
municipality for just cause after due notice and hearing.

§ 3603. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; DUTIES AND AUTHORITY

(a) The board shall have the supervision of the municipal sewage system
and shall make and establish all needed rates for rent and rules for control and
operation of the system. The board may require:

(1) the owners of buildings, subdivisions, or developments abutting a

public street or highway to have all sewers from those buildings, subdivisions,
or developments connected to the municipal corporations sewer system: and

(2) any individual, person, or corporation to connect to the municipal
sewage system for the purposes of abating pollution of the waters of the State.

(b) The commissioners may appoint or remove a superintendent at their
pleasure.
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§ 3602 3604. SEWAGE DBISPOSALPEANT,; SYSTEM; CONSTRUCTION

A municipal corporation may:

(1) construct, maintain, operate, and repair a sewage dispesal-plant-and
systems;-te;

(2) pursuant to the procedures established in this chapter, take, purchase,
and acquire;—in-the—manner-hereinafter-mentioned; real estate and easements
necessary for its purposes;;

(3) may enter in and upon any land for the purpose of making surveyss;
and

(4) may lay and connect pipes, stormwater management systems, and
sewers;—and—conneet the—same as may be necessary to convey and treat
stormwater runoff or sewage for—the—purpese—ofdispesing and dispose of
sewage by-such-munteipal-eorporation.

§ 3603 3605. ENTRY ON LANDS

Sueh A municipal corporation, for the purposes enumerated in section 3662
3604 of this title chapter, may:

(1) enter upon and use any land and enclosures over or through which it

may be necessary for pipes, stormwater management systems, and sewer to
pass;-and-may-thereen;

(2) at any time, place, lay, and construct saeh any pipes and sewers,
appurtenances, and connections as may be necessary for the complete

construction and repairing of the same-fromtime-to-time;may the system; and

(3) open the ground in any streets, lanes, avenues, highways, and public
grounds for the purposes hereef; described in this section, provided that sueh
the streets, lanes, avenues, highways, and public grounds shall not be injured;
but shall be left in as good condition as before the laying of sueh the pipes,

stormwater management systems, and sewers.
§ 3604 3606. PETITION FOR HEARING TO DETERMINE NECESSITY

The municipal corporation may agree with all the owners of land or interest
in land affected by the a survey made under section 3602 3604 of this title
chapter for the conveyance of their the owners’ interest. Where sueh the
agreement is not made, the board shall petition a—Superier—judge the Civil
Division of the Superior Court, setting forth therein in the petition that sueh
the board proposes to take certain land, or rights therein in the land, and
describing sueh the lands or rights;-and-the. The survey shall be annexed-te

satd included in the petition and-made-a—part-thereef. Sueh The petition shall
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set forth the purposes for which sueh the land or rights are desired; and shall
contain a request that saeh judge the court fix a time and place when he-ershe
or—some—other—Superiorjudge the court will hear all parties concerned and

determine whether sueh the taking is necessary.
§ 3605 3607. HEARING TO DETERMINE NECESSITY

The judge to whom sueh the petition is presented shall fix the time for
hearing, which shall not be more than 60 ner or less than 30 days from the date
the judge signs sueh the order. Likewise, the judge shall fix the place for
hearing, which shall be the county courthouse or any other convenient place
within the county in which the land in question is located. If the Superior
judge to whom sueh the petition is presented cannot hear the petition at the
time set therefore for the hearing, the-Superiorjudgeshall-eall-upon the Chief
Superior Judge te shall assign another Superior judge to hear sueh the cause at
the time and place assigned in the order.

§ 3606 3608. SERVICE AND PUBLICATION OF PETITION

(a) A copy of the petition together with a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing shall be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the town in which the land included in the survey lies once a
week for three consecutive weeks on the same day of the week;-the. The last
publication to be not less than five days before the hearing date;-and-a.

(b) A copy of the petition, together with a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing, and a copy of the survey shall be placed on file
in the clerk’s office of the town.

(c) The petition, together with the court’s order fixing the time and place of
hearing, shall be served upon each person owning or having an interest in land
to be purchased or condemned like a summons, or, on absent defendants, in
steh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provide for service of
process in civil actions. If the service on any defendant is impossible, upon
affidavit of the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or constable attempting service, therein
stating that the location of the defendant within or witheut outside the State is
unknown and that he-er-she the defendant has no known agent or attorney in
the State of Vermont upon whieh whom service may be made, the publication
heretnprovided required by this section shall be deemed sufficient service on
the defendant.

(d) Compliance with the provisions hereef of this section shall constitute
sufficient service upon and notice to any person owning or having any interest
in the land proposed to be taken or affected.

§ 3607 3609. HEARING AND ORDER OF NECESSITY
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(a) At the time and place appointed for the hearing, the court shall hear all
persons interested and wishing to be heard. If any person owning or having an
interest in land to be taken or affected appears and objects to the necessity of
taking the land included within the survey or any part thereef of the survey,
then the court shall require the board to proceed with the introduction of
evidence of the necessity of sueh the taking.

(b) The burden of proof of the necessity of the taking shall be upon the
board.

(c) The court may cite in additional parties including other property owners
whose interests may be concerned or affected by any taking of land or interest
therein in land based on any ultimate order of the court.

(d) The court shall make findings of fact and file them. The court shall, by
its order, determine whether necessity requires the taking of sueh land and
rights and may modify or alter the proposed taking #-suehrespeets as to-it the
court may seem deem proper.

§ 3608 3610. APPEAL FROM ORDER OF NECESSITY

(a) If the State, municipal corporation, or any owner affected by the order
of the court is aggrieved thereby by the order, an appeal may be taken to the
Supreme Court in saeh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provide
for appeals from the Civil Division of the Superior eeurts Court.

(b) In the event an appeal is taken, all proceedings shall be stayed until
final disposition of the appeal. If no appeals are taken within the time
provided therefer or, if appeal is taken, upon its final disposition, a copy of the
order of the court shall be placed on file within 10 days in the office of the
clerk of each town in which the land affected lies, and thereafter for a period
of one year, the board may institute proceedings for the condemnation of the
land included in the survey as finally approved by the court without further
hearing or consideration of any question of the necessity of the taking.

§ 3609 3611. COMPENSATION; CONDEMNATION

(a) When an owner of land or rights therein in land and the board are
unable to agree on the amount of compensation therefer or in case the owner is
an infant, a person who lacks capacity to protect his—er—her the person’s
interests due to a mental condition or psychiatric disability, absent from the
State, unknown, or the owner of a contingent or uncertain interest, a Superior
judge may, on the application of either party, cause the notice to be given of
the application as he-er-she the judge may prescribe, and after proof thereef of
the application, the judge may appoint three disinterested persons to examine
the property to be taken; or damaged by the municipal corporation.
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(b) After being duly sworn, the commissioners shall, upon due notice to all
parties in interest, view the premises, hear the parties in respect to the property,
and shall assess and award to the owners and persons so interested just
damages for any injury sustained and make report in writing to the judge.

(c) In determining damages resulting from the taking or use of property
under the provisions of this chapter, the added value, if any, to the remaining
property or right therein in property that inures directly to the owner thereef as
a result of the taking or use as distinguished from the general public benefit;
shall be considered.

(d) The judge may thereupen accept the report, unless just cause is shown
to the contrary, and order the municipal corporation to pay the same in the
time and manner as the judge may prescribe, in full compensation for the
property taken, or the injury done by the municipal corporation, or the judge
may reject or recommit the report if the ends of justice so require. On
compliance with the order, the municipal corporation may proceed with the
construction of its work without liability for further claim for damages. In his
or—her the judge’s discretion, the judge may award costs in the proceeding.
Appeals from the order may be taken to the Supreme Court under 12 V.S.A.
chapter 102.

§ 3610 3612. RECORD

Within 60 days after the taking of any property, franchise, easement, or
right under the provisions of this chapter, saeh the municipal corporation shall
file a description thereef of the property in the office of the clerk wherein
where the land records are required by law to be kept.

§ 36H 3613. CONTRACT FOR SEWAGE DISPOSAL

(a) Sueh A municipal corporation may contract with the State, the federal
government, or any appropriate agency thereef; of the State or federal
government; any town, city, or village;; any corporation; and any individuals
to make disposal of sewage or stormwater for sueh the other town, city,
village, corporation, or individuals. Suweh When consistent with State or
federal law, the municipal corporation may make sale of sludge or fertilizer
byproducts incident to sewage disposal, and the proceeds from the sale thereef
shall be turned over to the treasury of sueh the sewage dispesal-distriet system
and credited therein as is other income derived under the authority of this
chapter.

* ok 3k

§ 3612 3614. CHARGES; ENFORCEMENT




I ’ L] hereinafter_defined—Suel ’ |
charge A property owner or group of property owners using the sewage system
shall be liable for the rent fixed by the board pursuant to this chapter. The
charges, rates, or rents for the sewage system shall be a lien upon the real
estate furnished with such service in the same manner and to the same effect as
taxes are a lien upon real estate under 32 V.S.A. § 5061 and shall be an
assessment enforceable under the procedures in subseetions subsection (b), (c),
or (d) of this section, or a combination of these procedures.

* %k 3k

§ 3613 3615. TAXES, BONDS

For the purpose of adequately making disposal of sewage within its
boundaries;; successfully organizing, establishing, and operating its sewage
plant, sewage disposal plant, or some form of sewage treatment plant;; and
making saeh improvements as may be necessary, a municipal corporation may
from-time-to-time:

(1) purchase, take, and hold real and personal estate;
(2) borrow money;

(3) levy; and collect taxes upon the ratable estate of the municipal
corporation necessary for the payment of municipal corporation sewage and
sewage disposal expenses and indebtedness;

(4) issue for the purposes hereef of this section evidences of
indebtedness pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 2 of this title or its negotiable
bonds pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of this title;; provided, however,
that bonds so issued:

H(A) shall not be considered as indebtedness of sueh the municipal
corporation limited by the provisions of section 1762 of this title;;

2)(B) may be paid in not more than 30 years from the date of issue
notwithstanding the limitation of section 1759 of this title;;

3)}(C) may be authorized by a majority of all the voters present and
voting on the question at a meeting of sueh the municipal corporation held for
the this purpose pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of this title
notwithstanding any provisions of general or special law whieh that may
require a greater vote, and may be so arranged that beginning with the first
year in which principal is payable, the amount of principal and interest in any
year shall be as nearly equal as is practicable according to the denomination in
which sueh the bonds or other evidences of indebtedness are issued
notwithstanding other permissible payment schedules authorized by section
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1759 of this title.

§ 3645 3616. RENTS; RATES

(a) Sueh A municipal corporation, through its board ef-sewage-dispesal

commisstoners, may establish rates, rents, or charges te—be—ealled—sewage
dispesal—charges;” to be paid at—such—times—and—in—such—manner as the

commisstoners board may prescribe. The eemmisstoners board may establish
annual charges separately for bond repayment, fixed operations and

maintenance costs (net-dependent-on—aetaal-use), and variable operations and

maintenance costs dependent on flow.

(b) Sueh The rates, rents, or charges may be based upon:

(1) the metered consumption of water on premises connected with the
sewer system, however, the eemmissioners board may determine no user will
be billed for fixed operations and maintenance costs and bond payment less

than the average single-family single-family charge;

(2) the number of equivalent units connected with or served by the
sewage system based upon their estimated flows compared to the estimated
flows from a single—family single-family dwelling, however, the
commisstoners board may determine no user will be billed less than the
minimum charge determined for the single—family single-family dwelling
charge for fixed operations and maintenance costs and bond payment;

(3) the strength and flow where wastes stronger than household wastes
are involved;

(4) the appraised value of premises, in the event that the commissioners
shall determine the sewage disposal plant to be of general benefit to the
municipality regardless of actual connection with the same;

(5) the commissioners’ determination developed using any other
equitable basis such as the number and kind of plumbing fixtures;; the number
of persons residing on or frequenting the premises served by those sewerss;
and the topography, size, type of use, or impervious area of any premises;

(6) for groundwater, surface, or stormwater an equivalent residential
unit based on an average area of impervious surface on residential property
within the municipality: or
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(7) any combination of these bases, seteng-as provided the combination
is equitable.

B)(c) The basis for establishing sewer-dispesal rates, rents, or charges shall
be reviewed annually by sewage—disposal-commisstoners the board. No

premises otherwise exempt from taxation, including premises owned by the
State of Vermont, shall, by virtue of any sueh the exemption, be exempt from
charges established hereunder under this section. The commissioners may
change the rates ef-sueh, rents, or charges frem—time—to—time as may be
reasonably required.

(d) Where one of the bases of sueh a rent, rate, or charge is the appraised
value and the premises to be appraised are tax exempt, the eemmissioners
board may cause the listers to appraise sueh the property, including State
property, for the purpose of determining the sewage-dispesal the rates, rents, or
charges. The right of appeal from sueh the appraisal shall be the same as
provided in 32 V.S.A. chapter 131. The Commissioner of Finance and
Management is authorized to issue his—er—her warrants for sewage—dispesal
rates, rents, or charges against State property and transmit to the State
Treasurer who shall draw a voucher in payment thereef of the rates, rents, or
charges. No charge so established and no tax levied under the provisions of
section 3643 3615 of this title shall be considered to be a part of any tax
authorized to be assessed by the legislative body of any municipality for
general purposes; but shall be in addition to any such tax so authorized to be
assessed.

(e) Sewage-dispoesal Rates, rents, or charges established in accord with this

section may be assessed by the board ef-sewage-dispesal-commissioners—as
provided—in—seetion3614—ofthistitle to derive the revenue required to pay

pollution charges assessed against a municipal corporation under 10 V.S.A.
§ 1265 1263.

e)(f) When a sewage-dispesal rate, rent, or charge established under this
section for the management of stormwater is applied to property owned,
controlled, or managed by the Agency of Transportation, the charge shall not
exceed the highest rate category applicable to other properties in the
municipality, and the Agency of Transportation shall receive a 35 percent
credit on the charge. The Agency of Transportation shall receive no other
credit on the charge from the municipal corporation.

§ 3616 3617. DUTIES; USE OF PROCEEDS




Hch—the—1yn a vSte RS . S aoatinge t § RS

i - The charges and receipts of sueh the
department shall only be used and applied to pay the interest and principal of
the sewage disposal bonds of sueh the municipal corporation as—well-as, the

expense of maintenance and operation of the sewage dispesal-department
system, or other expenses of the sewage system.

(b) Fhese The charges and receipts also may be used to develop a dedicated
fund that may be created by the eemmisstoners board to finance major
rehabilitation, major maintenance, and upgrade costs for the sewer system.
This fund may be established by an annual set-aside of up to 15 percent of the
normal operations, maintenance, and bond payment costs, except that with
respect to subsurface leachfield systems, the annual set-aside may equal up to
100 percent of these costs. The fund shall not exceed the estimated future
major rehabilitation, major maintenance, or upgrade costs for the sewer
system. Any dedicated fund shall be insured at least to the level provided by
FDIC and withdrawals shall be made only for the purposes for which the fund
was established. Any sueh dedicated fund may be established and controlled
in accord with section 2804 of this title or may be established by act of the
legislative body of the municipality. Funds so established shall meet the
requirements of subdivision 4756(a)(4) of this title.

(¢) Where the municipal legislative body establishes saeh a dedicated fund
pursuant to this section, it shall first adopt a municipal ordinance authorizing
and controlling sueh the funds. Sueh The ordinance and any local policies
governing the funds must conform to the requirements of this section.

(d) The charges, receipts, and revenue may also be used for stormwater
management, control, and treatment; flood resiliency; floodplain restoration;
and other similar measures.

§ 3617 3618. ORDINANCES

Sueh The municipal corporation shall have the power to make, establish,
alter, amend, or repeal ordinances, regulations, and bylaws relating to the
matters contained in this chapter, consistent with law, and to impose penalties
for the breach thereef; of an ordinance and enforce the-same those penalties.

§ 3648 3619. MEETINGS; VOTE

Any action taken by steh a municipal corporation under the provisions of
this chapter or relating to the matters thereinsetferth contained in this chapter,
may be taken by vote of the legislative body of suweh the municipal
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corporation, excepting the issuance of bonds and, in municipalities wherein
sueh the legislative body is not otherwise given the power to levy taxes, the
levying of a tax under section 3643 3615 of this title; provided, however, that
no action shall be taken hereunder unless the construction of a sewage disposal
plant shall have first been authorized by majority vote of the legal voters of

saeh the municipal corporation attending a meeting duly—warned-and-helden
warned for that purpose.

* %k 3k

Sec. 14. 24 V.S.A. § 3679 is amended to read:
§ 3679. FINANCES—SEWER RATES; APPLICATION OF REVENUE

(a) The board of sewer commissioners of a consolidated sewer district shall
establish rates for the sewer service and all individuals, firms, and corporations
whether private, public, or municipal shall pay to the treasurer of the district
the rates established by the board. The manner of establishment of the rates
shall be in accord with section 36145 3616 of this title. The rates shall be so
established as to provide revenue for the following purposes:

* %k sk

Sec. 15. REPEAL
24 V.S.A. chapter 97 (sewage system) is repealed.

* * * Creation of the Urban Search and Rescue Team * * *
Sec. 16. 20 V.S.A. § 50 is added to read:
§ 50. URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM

(a) The Department of Public Safety is authorized to create the Urban
Search and Rescue (USAR) Team to provide for the rapid response of trained
professionals to emergencies and other hazards occurring in the State. The

Commissioner shall appoint a USAR Team program manager to carry out the
duties and responsibilities of the USAR Team.

(b) The USAR Team program manager shall perform all the following

duties:

(1) organize the State USAR Team to assist local first responders in

response to emergencies and other hazards;

(2) hire persons for the USAR Team from fire. police, and emergency
medical services and persons with specialty backgrounds in emergency
response or search and rescue;
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(3) coordinate the acquisition and maintenance of adequate vehicles and
equipment for the USAR Team:;

(4) ensure that USAR Team personnel are organized, trained, and

exercised in accordance with the appropriate search and rescue standards or
certifications;

(5) negotiate and enter into agreements with municipalities, municipal
agencies that maintain swiftwater rescue teams, State-recognized swiftwater
rescue teams, or other technical rescue teams to provide expert assistance and
services to the USAR Team when necessary; and

(6) coordinate USAR Team participation in search and rescue operations
under chapter 112 of this title.

(c) The Department of Public Safety may employ as many USAR Team

responders as the Commissioner deems necessary as temporary State
employees, who shall be compensated as such when authorized to respond to

an emergency or hazard incident or to attend USAR Team training. State
USAR Team responders, whenever acting as State agents in accordance with

this section, shall be afforded all of the protections and immunities of State
employees.

* % * Vermont-211 Information Privacy * * *
Sec. 17. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT; VERMONT 211; CONFIDENTIALITY

Pursuant to Vermont’s Public Records Act, personal information and lists of
names within records created or acquired by Vermont 211 shall be exempt
from public inspection or copying. Vermont 211 shall keep confidential any
personal information acquired from victims of a natural disaster or all-hazard,
as defined by 20 V.S.A. § 2. This section shall not be construed to prevent the

limited disclosure of personal information for the purposes of coordinating
relief work for individuals affected by a natural disaster or all-hazard.

* * * Emergency Communications * * *
Sec. 18. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION POLICY DURING EMERGENCY

The Department of Public Safety’s Division of Vermont Emergency
Management (VEM), in consultation with the Enhanced 911 Board, shall
develop a policy for the use of E-911 databases that maintain callback numbers
of subscribers to provide VT-Alerts more effectively and expeditiously during
emergencies in order to reduce the risk of harm to persons and property. The
Division shall issue its policy on or before July 1, 2025.

Sec. 19. 30 V.S.A. § 7055 is amended to read:
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§ 7055. TEEECOMMUNICATHONS-COMPANY ORIGINATING
CARRIER COORDINATION

(a) Every telecommunications-eompany-under-thejurisdietion-of-the Publie
Utility-Commisston originating carrier offering access to the public switched
telephone network shall make available, in accordance with rules—adepted-by
the—Publie Utility Commisston requirements established by the Federal
Communications Commission, the universal emergency telephone number 911
for use by the public in seeking assistance from fire, police, medical, and other
emergency service providers through a public safety answering point and shall
deliver their customers’ 911 calls to the point of interconnection defined by the
Board.

(b) Every local-exchange-telecommunications—provider originating carrier

shall provide the ANI, if applicable, and any other information required by
rules adopted under section 7053 of this title to the Board, or to any
administrator of theEnhaneed 911 database databases, solely for purposes of
maintaining the Enhaneed 911 database databases and for purposes outlined in
subdivisions 7059(a)(1)(B) and (D) of this title, unless such information is
provided by submission to the Vermont 911 ALI database, in which case the
information may also be used for the purposes outlined in subdivision
7059(a)(1)(A) of this title. Each such provider shall be responsible for
updating the information at a frequency specified by such rules. All persons
receiving confidential information under this seetion subsection, as defined by

the Publie- Utility Commission section 7059 of this title, shall use it solely for
the purposes ef-providing—emergeney—9H—-serviees; specified in subdivision

7059(a)(1) of this title and shall not disclose such confidential information for
any other purpose.

(c) Each leeal-e
aﬂd—mebﬂe—er—pefse&al—eemmumeaﬁeﬂs—semee—eeﬂmaﬂy rlgmatmg carrier

providing services within the State shall designate a person to coordinate with
and provide all relevant information to the Enhanced 911 Board andPublie

Ytility-Commission in carrying out the purposes of the chapter.
(d) Wireline—andnenwire—eelltlar Originating carriers certificated to
provide serv1ce 1n the State shall pfewéeﬂ%N-I—ﬁgn-ahng—w%eh—tdeﬁ&ﬁes




nsmit with each 911 call available ANI
or pseudo-Automatic Number Identification (p-ANI) that can be used to query
the Enhanced 911 or third-party databases to provide the Automatic Location
Identification as defined by standards approved by the National Emergency
Number Association (NENA). Originating carriers with the capability to
provide location and caller data with the call shall do so in accordance with the
approved 13 Standards for Next Generation 9-1-1.

i tra

(e) Each local exchange telecommunications provider in the State shall file
with the Public Utility Commission tariffs for each service element necessary
for the provision of Enhanced 911 services. The Public Utility Commission
shall review each company’s proposed tariff; and shall ensure that tariffs for
each necessary basic service element are effective within six months ef after
filing. The Department of Public Service, by rule or emergency rule, may
establish the basic service elements that each company must provide for in
tariffs. Such tariffs must be filed with the Public Utility Commission within
60 days after the basic service elements are established by the Department of
Public Service.

() As used in this section:

(1) “Incumbent local exchange carrier” has the same meaning as in
47 U.S.C. § 251(h) and includes rural local exchange carriers.

(2) “Originating carrier” or “originating service provider” means an

entity that provides voice services to a subscriber and includes incumbent local
exchange carriers operating in Vermont.
Sec. 20. ENHANCED 911 BOARD TARIFFS; REPORT

On or before January 15, 2025, the Enhanced 911 Board shall report to the
House Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs and the
Senate Committee on Government Operations on current local exchange
telecommunications tariffs, and, in particular, evaluating existing tariffs
permitted pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 7055, determining actual costs for the
provision of the service elements, and comparing those tariffs to similar cost
recovery mechanisms in other states.
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* * * Language Assistance Services for State Emergency
Communications * * *
Sec. 21. 20 V.S.A. § 4 is added to read:
§ 4. LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE SERVICES FOR STATE EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS

(a) If an all-hazards event occurs, the Vermont Emergency Management
Division shall ensure that language assistance services are available for all
State communications regarding the all-hazards event, including relevant press
conferences and emergency alerts, as soon as practicable. Language assistance
services shall be provided for:

(1) individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind; and

(2) individuals with limited English proficiency.

(b) As used in this section, an “individual with limited English
proficiency” means a person who does not speak English as the person’s
primary language and who has a limited ability to read, write, speak, or
understand English.

(¢) Annually, the Vermont Emergency Management Division shall hold a
public meeting with members of the Vermont Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
DeafBlind Advisory Council; the Office of Racial Equity; the Vermont
Association of Broadcasters; and other relevant stakeholders to review the
adequacy and efficacy of the provision and distribution of language assistance

services of emergency communications over mass communication platforms to
individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind as well as

individuals with limited English language proficiency.
Sec. 22. [Deleted.]

Sec. 23. LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE SERVICES FOR EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Language Assistance Services for

Emergency Communications Working Group, consisting of staff at the
Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) Division and the Office of Racial

Equity, who will collaborate with the Vermont Association of Broadcasters;
the Vermont Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind Advisory Council;

organizations that represent language service providers; and other relevant
stakeholders.

(b) Duties. The Working Group shall:
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(1) develop best practices for the provision of language assistance
services in emergency communications during and after all-hazards events, as
defined in 2 V.S.A. § 2;

(2) identify geographical areas within the State with the greatest needs
for language assistance services during and after all-hazards events; and

(3) analyze and make recommendations on the appropriate uses of
technologies for providing these services, including tools such as
Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) and Picture-in-Picture
(PIP) techniques and automated language translation services or machine
translation.

(c) Report. On or before December 15, 2024, the Working Group shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government Operations
with its findings and any recommendations for legislative action.

(d) Prospective repeal. The Working Group shall cease to exist on June 30,
2025.

* % * Post-Secondary Disaster Management Programs * * *
Sec. 24. POST-SECONDARY DISASTER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
REPORT

On or before February 15, 2025, the President or designee for the Vermont
State University and the President or designee for the University of Vermont

shall each submit a written report to the House Committee on Government
Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government

Operations examining the creation of post-secondary disaster management
programs, including the associated costs, projected enrollments, and aspects of

curricula.

* * * Emergency Powers of the Governor and Emergency Management * * *
Sec. 25. 20 V.S.A. § 1 is amended to read:
§ 1. PURPOSE AND POLICY

(a) Because of the increasing possibility of the occurrence of disasters or
emergencies of unprecedented size and destructiveness resulting from all-
hazards and in order to ensure that preparation of this State will be adequate to
deal with such disasters or emergencies; to provide for the common defense; to
protect the public peace, health, and safety; and to preserve the lives and
property of the people of the State, it is found and declared to be necessary:

(1) to create a State emergency management agency; and to authorize
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the creation of local and regional organizations for emergency management;

(2) to confer upon the Governor and upon the executive heads or
legislative branches of the towns and cities of the State the emergency powers
provided pursuant to this chapter;

(3) to provide for the rendering of mutual aid among the towns and
cities of the State; with other states and Canada; and with the federal
government with respect to the carrying out of emergency management
functions; and

(4) to authorize the establishment of organizations and the—taking—of
steps-as-neeessary-and-appropriate to carry out the provisions of this chapter as

necessary and appropriate.

* sk 3k

Sec. 26. 20 V.S.A. § 8 is amended to read:
§ 8. GENERAL POWERS OF GOVERNOR

* %k 3k

(b) In performing the duties under this chapter, the Governor is further
authorized and empowered:

* %k 3k

(3) Inventories, training, mobilization. In accordance with the plan and
program for the emergency management of the State:

(A) to ascertain the requirements of the State or the municipalities
for food er, water, fuel, clothing, or other necessities of life in any all-hazards
event and to plan for and procure supplies, medicines, materials, and
equipment for the purposes set forth in this chapter;

* %k 3k

(C) to institute training programs and public information programs,
and to take all other preparatory steps, including the partial or full mobilization
of emergency management organizations in advance of actual disaster, to
ensure the furnishing of adequately trained and equipped forces of first
responders and other emergency management personnel in time of need.

* %k 3k

(8) Mutual aid agreements with other states. On behalf of this State, to
enter into reciprocal aid agreements under this chapter and pursuant to
compacts with other states and the federal government or a province of a
foreign country under such terms as the Congress of the United States may
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prescribe. These mutual aid arrangements shall be limited to the furnishing or
exchange of food, water, fuel, clothing, medicine, and other supplies;
engineering services; emergency housing; police services; National Guard er
State—Guard units while under the control of the State; health; medical and
related services; fire fighting, rescue, transportation, and construction services
and equipment; personnel necessary to provide or conduct these services; and
other supplies, equipment, facilities, personnel, and services as needed; and the
reimbursement of costs and expenses for equipment, supplies, personnel, and
similar items for mobile support units, firefighting firefighting , and police
units and health units. The mutual aid agreements shall be made on such terms
and conditions as the Governor deems necessary.

* %k 3k

Sec. 27. 20 V.S.A. § 9 is amended to read:
§ 9. EMERGENCY POWERS OF GOVERNOR

Subject to the provisions of this chapter, in the event of an all-hazards event
in or directed upon the United States or Canada that causes or may cause
substantial damage or injury to persons or property within the State in any
manner, the Governor may preelatm declare a state of emergency within the
entire State or any portion or portions of the State. Thereafter, the Governor
shall have and may exercise for as long as the Governor determines the
emergency to exist the following additional powers within such area or areas:

(1) To enforce all laws and rules relating to emergency management and
to assume direct operational control of all first responders, other emergency
management personnel, and helpers volunteers in the affected area or areas.

* %k 3k

Sec. 28. 20 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:
§ 11. ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY POWERS

In the event of an all-hazards event, the Governor may exercise any or all of
the following additional powers:

(1) To authorize any department or agency of the State to lease or lend,
on such terms and conditions and for sueh a period as—he—or—she—deems
neeessary related to the declaration of emergency to promote the public
welfare and protect the interests of the State, any real or personal property of
the State government;

h o A e
D OO y e Y .

(2) To enter into a contract on behalf of the State for the lease or loan,
on such terms and conditions and for such period as he-er—she the Governor
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deems necessary to promote the public welfare and protect the interests of the
State, of any real or personal property of the State government, or the
temporary transfer or employment of personnel thereof to any town or city of
the State. The chief executive er, the chair or president of the legislative
branch, or the emergency management director of the town or city is
authorized for and in the name of the town or city to enter into the contract
with the Governor for the leasing or lending of the property and personnel, and
the chief executive er, the chair or president of the legislative branch, or the
emergency management director of the town or city may equip, maintain,

utilize, and operate such property except newspapers—and-other—publications

news outlets, radio stations, places of worship and assembly, and other
facilities for the exercise of constitutional freedom, and employ necessary
personnel in accordance with the purposes for Wthh such contract is executed;

(5) To make compensation for the property seized, taken, or condemned
on the following basis:

(A) Inease Whenever the Governor deems it advisable for the State
to take property is-taken for temporary use or to take property permanently,
the Governor, at the time of the taking, shall fix the amount of compensation
to be paid for the property;-and-in. In case the property is taken for temporary
use and returned to the owner in a damaged condition er-shall-net-bereturned
to-the-ewner, the Governor shall fix the amount of compensation to be paid for
the damage er-failure-to-return.

(B) Whenever the Governor deems it advisable for the State to
temporarily or permanently take title to property taken under this section, the
Governor shall ferthwith-eause notify the owner of the property te-be-netified

of the taking in writing by registered mail or in person, pestage-prepaid; and
forthwith-eause-to-be-filed shall file a copy of the notice with the Secretary of

State.

B)}C) Any owner of property of which possession has been either
temporarily or permanently taken under the provisions of this chapter to whom
no award has been made or who is dissatisfied with the amount awarded him
or-her by the Governor may file a petition in the Superior Court within the
county wherein the property was situated at the time of taking to have the
amount to which he—er—she the owner is entitled by way of damages or
compensation determined, and either the petitioner or the State shall have the
right to have the amount of such damages or compensation fixed after hearing
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by three disinterested appraisers appointed by the court, and who shall operate
under substantive and administrative procedure to be established by the
Superior judges. If the petitioner owner of the property is dissatisfied with the
award of the appraisers, he—er—she the owner may appeal the award to the
Superior Court and thereafter have a trial by jury to determine the amount of
the damages or compensation. The court costs of a proceeding brought under
this section by the owner of the property shall be paid by the State, and the
fees and expenses of any attorney for the owner shall also be paid by the State
after allowances by the court in which the petition is brought in an amount
determined by the court. The statute of limitations shall not apply to
proceedings brought by owners of property under this section for and during
the time that any court having jurisdiction over the proceedings is prevented
from holding its usual and stated sessions due to conditions resulting from
emergencies described in this chapter.

(6) To perform and exercise other functions, powers, and duties as
necessary to promote and secure the safety and protection of the civilian
population.

Sec. 29. 20 V.S.A. § 13 is amended to read:
§ 13. TERMINATION OF EMERGENCIES
The Governor:

(1) May terminate by preeclamation declaration the emergencies
provided for in sections 9 and 11 of this title; provided, however, that no
emergencies shall be terminated prior to the termination of such emergency as
provided in federal law.

(2) May declare the state of emergency terminated in any area affected
by an all-hazards event.

(3) Upon receiving notice that a majority of the legislative body of a
municipality affected by a natural disaster no longer desires that the state of
emergency continue within its municipality, shall may declare the state of
emergency terminated within that particular municipality. ~ Upon the
termination of the state of emergency, the functions as set forth in section 9 of
this title shall cease, and the local authorities shall resume control.

Sec. 30. 20 V.S.A. § 17 is amended to read:
§ 17. GIFT, GRANT, OR LOAN

(a) Federal. Whenever Subject to the provisions of subsection (c) of this
section, whenever the federal government or any agency or officer of the
federal government offers to the State, or through the State to any town or city
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within Vermont, services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of
gift, grant, or loan for purposes of emergency management, the State, acting
through the Governor in coordination with the Department of Public Safety, or
such town or city acting with the consent of the Governor and through its
executive officer or legislative branch, may accept the offer, and upon such
acceptance, the Governor or the executive officer or legislative branch of the
political subdivision may authorize any officer of the State or of the political
subdivision, as the case may be, to receive the services, equipment, supplies,
materials, or funds on behalf of the State or the political subdivisions, and
subject to the terms of the offer and rules, if any, of the agency making the
offer.  Whenever a federal grant is contingent upon a State or local
contribution, or both, the Department of Public Safety and the political
subdivision shall determine whether the grant shall be accepted and, if
accepted, the respective shares to be contributed by the State and town or city
concerned.

(b) Private. Whenever Subject to the provisions of subsection (¢) of this
section, whenever any person, firm, or corporation offers to the State or to any
town or city in Vermont services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by
way of gift, grant, or loan, for purposes of emergency management, the State,
acting through the Governor, or the political subdivision, acting through its
executive officer or legislative branch, may accept the offer, and upon such
acceptance, the Governor or executive officer or legislative branch of the
political subdivision may authorize any officer of the State or the political
subdivision, as the case may be, to receive the services, equipment, supplies,
materials, or funds on behalf of the State or the political subdivision; and
subject to the terms of the offer.

(c)(1) Any services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of
gift, grant, or loan for purposes of emergency management, accepted by the
Governor pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall be accepted
in accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 5.

(2)(A)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this
subsection, the Governor shall have the sole authority to accept services,
equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of gift. grant, or loan for

purposes of emergency management pursuant to subsections (a) or (b) of this

section, or both, if there exists a reasonable expectation that without the
acceptance the all-hazards event will imminently cause bodily harm, loss of
life, or significant property damage within the State.

(B) As soon as practicable after an acceptance pursuant to subsection

(A) of this subsection (2), the Department of Finance and Management shall

provide the Joint Fiscal Committee and Legislative Joint Fiscal Office a report
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detailing the acceptance and shall include information with respect to the
following items:

(1) the circumstances leading the Governor to reasonably expect

that without the acceptance the all-hazards event would have imminently

caused bodily harm, loss of life, or significant property damage within the
State;

(i1) the source and value;

(ii1) the legal and referenced title, in the case of a grant;

(iv) the costs, direct and indirect, for the present and future years;

(v) the receiving department or program, or both; and

(vi) a brief statement of purpose.
Sec. 31. 20 V.S.A. § 26 is amended to read:
§ 26. CHANGE OF VENUE BECAUSE OF ENEMY-ATTACK AN ALL-
HAZARDS EVENT

In the event that the place where a civil action or a criminal prosecution is
required by law to be brought has become and remains unsafe because of an
attack upon the United States or Canada or an all-hazards event, such action or
prosecution may be brought in or, if already pending, may be transferred to the
Superior Court in an unaffected unit and there tried in the place provided by
law for such court.

Sec. 32. 20 V.S.A. § 30 is amended to read:
§ 30. STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION; CREATION

(a) The State Emergency Response Commission is created within the
Department of Public Safety. The Commission shall consist of +718 members:
eight ex officio members, including the Commissioner of Public Safety, the
Secretary of Natural Resources, the Secretary of Transportation, the
Commissioner of Health, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the
Commissioner of Labor, the Director of Fire Safety, and the Director of
Emergency Management, or designees; and nine ten public members,
including a representative from each of the following: local government, the
local emergency planning committee, a regional planning commission, the fire
service, law enforcement, public works, emergency medical service, a hospital,
a transportation entity required under EPCRA to report chemicals to the State
Emergency Response Commission, and another entity required to report
extremely hazardous substances under EPCRA.
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(b) The nine ten public members shall be appointed by-the-Geverner for
staggered three-year terms as described in this subsection.

(1) Three public members, appointed by the Speaker of the House.

(2) Three public members, appointed by the Senate Committee on

Committees.

(3) Four public members, appointed by the Governor.

(4) When the seat of a public member is vacated, the replacement
member shall be appointed on a rotating basis starting with the Speaker of the
House, with the next appointment to be made by the Senate Committee on

Committees, and then the next appointment to be made by the Governor, and
then beginning again.

(c) The Governor shall appoint the Chair of the Commission.

te)(d) Members of the Commission, except State employees who are not
otherwise compensated as part of their employment and who attend meetings,
shall be entitled to a per diem and expenses as provided in 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

Sec. 33. 20 V.S.A. § 34 is amended to read:
§ 34. TEMPORARY HOUSING FOR DISASTER VICTIMS

(@) Whenever the Governor has—preelaimed—a—disaster declares an

emergency under the laws of this State, or the President has declared an
emergency or a-major—disaster an all-hazards event to exist in this State, the
Governor is authorized:

(1) To enter into purchase, lease, or other arrangements with any agency
of the United States for temporary housing units to be occupied by disaster
victims and to make such units available to any political subdivision of the
State.

(2) To assist any political subdivision of this State that is the locus of
temporary housing for disaster victims to acquire sites necessary for the

temporary housing and te-de—all-things—required to prepare the site to receive

and utilize temporary housing units by:

(A) advancing or lending funds available to the Governor from any
appropriation made by the General Assembly or from any other source;;

(B) “passing through” funds made available by any agency, public or
private;; or

(C) becoming a co-partner with the political subdivision for the
execution and performance of any temporary housing for disaster victims
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project and for such purposes to pledge the credit of the State on such terms as
the Governor deems appropriate having due regard for current debt
transactions of the State.

(b) Underrules—adepted-bythe-Governor,te During a declared state of

emergency, the Governor may, by order or rule, temporarily suspend or modify
for not more than 60 days any law or rule pertaining to public health, safety,

zoning, or transportation (within-er-aeress-the-State);,—or-otherrequirement-of
law-orrules-within-Verment-when-by preelamation if, the Governor deems the

suspension or modification essential to provide temporary housing for disaster
victims.

(c) Any political subdivision of this State is expressly authorized to
acquire, temporarily or permanently, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, sites
required for installation of temporary housing units for disaster victims, and to
enter into whatever arrangements are necessary to prepare or equip such sites
to utilize the housing units, including the purchase of temporary housing units
and payment of transportation charges.

(d)

purpeses-of-this-chapter: [Repealed.]
(e) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit the Governor’s

authority to apply for, administer, and expend any grants, gifts, or payments in
aid of disaster prevention, preparedness, response, or recovery.

() Hﬂﬁed%ehmﬁ%mﬁ%éﬂ&ﬁe&emefgeﬂ%’—&&d—wﬁw’ =

%88— |Rep_ealed |
Sec. 34. 20 V.S.A. § 39 is amended to read:

§ 39. FEES TO THE HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES FUND

(a) Every person required to report the use or storage of hazardous
chemicals or substances pursuant to EPCRA shall pay the following annual
fees for each hazardous chemical or substance, as defined by the State
Emergency Response Commission, that is present at the facility:

(1) $40.00 for quantities between 100 and 999 pounds.

(2) $60.00 for quantities between 1,000 and 9,999 pounds.

(3) $100.00 for quantities between 10,000 and 99,999 pounds.
(4) $290.00 for quantities between 100,000 and 999,999 pounds.
(5) $880.00 for quantities exceeding 999,999 pounds.
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(6) An additional fee of $250.00 will be assessed for each extremely
hazardous chemical or substance as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 11002.

(b) The fee shall be paid to the Commissioner of Public Safety and shall be
deposited into the Hazardous Chemical and Substance Emergency Response
Fund.

(c) The following are exempted from paying the fees required by this
section but shall comply with the reporting requirements of this chapter:

(1) municipalities and other political subdivisions;

(2) State agencies;

(3) persons engaged in farming as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6001; and
(4) nonprofit corporations.

(d) No person shall be required to pay a fee for a chemical or substance
that has been determined to be an economic poison as defined in 6 V.S.A. §
911 or for a fertilizer or agricultural lime as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 363 and for
which a registration or tonnage fee has been paid to the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets pursuant to 6 V.S.A. chapter 28 or 81.

(e) The State or any political subdivision, including any municipality, fire
district, emergency medical service, or incorporated village, is authorized to
recover any and all reasonable direct expenses incurred as a result of the
response to and recovery of a hazardous chemical or substance incident from
the person or persons responsible for the incident. All funds collected by the
State under this subsection shall be deposited into the Hazardous Chemical and
Substance Emergency Response Fund created pursuant to subsection 38(b) of
this chapter. The Attorney General shall act on behalf of the State to recover
these expenses. The State or political subdivision shall be awarded costs and
reasonable attorney’s fees that are incurred as a result of exercising the
provisions of this subsection.

(D)(1) The Department of Public Safety shall have authority to inspect the
premises and records of any employer to ensure compliance with the
provisions of this chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter.

(2) A person who violates any provision of this chapter or any rule

adopted under this chapter shall be fined not more than $1,000.00 for each

violation. FEach day a violation continues shall be deemed to be a separate

(3) The Attorney General may bring an action for injunctive relief in the
Superior Court of the county in which a violation occurs to compel compliance
with the provisions of this chapter.
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Sec. 35. REPEAL

20 V.S.A. § 40 (enforcement) is repealed.
Sec. 36. [Deleted.]
Sec. 37. [Deleted.]

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 38. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1. 2024, except that Sec. 21 (20 V.S.A.
§ 4) shall take effect on July 1. 2025.

(Committee vote: 11-0-1)

Rep. Demrow of Corinth, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends that the report of the Committee on Government Operations and
Military Affairs be amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 4a, 10 V.S.A. § 10, by striking out subsection (d) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (d) to read as follows:

(d)  Annually, on or before November 15, the Treasurer shall submit a

report detailing the activities, financing, and accounting of any credit facilities
created pursuant to subsection (¢) of this section during the preceding calendar

year to the Governor; the House Committees on Appropriations, on Commerce
and Economic Development, and on Ways and Means; and the Senate

Committees on Appropriations, on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, and on Finance.

Second: By adding a new section to be Sec. 4b to read as follows:
Sec. 4b. TREASURER CLIMATE INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING
COORDINATION; REPORT

(a) The Treasurer may use funds appropriated in fiscal year 2025 to

coordinate climate infrastructure financing efforts within the State, including
use for administrative costs and third-party consultations. The Treasurer shall
seek to create a framework for effective collaboration among State
organizations, agencies, and financial instrumentalities to maximize the
amount of federal funds the State may receive and to effectively coordinate the
deployment of these funds.

(b) On or before December 15, 2024, the Treasurer shall submit a report

detailing the status of coordination efforts described in subsection (a) of this
section and any recommendations regarding legislation for State climate
infrastructure financing to the House Committees on Appropriations, on
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Commerce and Economic Development, on Environment and Energy, on
Government Operations and Military Affairs, and on Ways and Means and the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Economic Development, Housing

and General Affairs, on Finance, on Government Operations, and on Natural
Resources and Energy.

(Committee Vote: 12-0-0)

Rep. Harrison of Chittenden, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committee on Government Operations and Military
Affairs, when amended as recommended by the Committee on Ways and
Means.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-2)
Favorable
S. 159
An act relating to the County and Regional Governance Study Committee

Rep. Nugent of South Burlington, for the Committee on Government
Operations and Military Affairs, recommends that the bill ought to pass in
concurrence.

(Committee Vote: 10-1-1)
Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment
S. 25

An act relating to regulating cosmetic and menstrual products containing
certain chemicals and chemical classes and textiles and athletic turf fields
containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with further
proposal of amendment thereto by striking out all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Chemicals in Cosmetic and Menstrual Products * * *
Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapter 12 is added to read:
Subchapter 12. Chemicals in Cosmetic and Menstrual Products
§ 2494a. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Bisphenols” means any member of a class of industrial chemicals
that contain two hydroxyphenyl groups. Bisphenols are used primarily in the
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manufacture of polycarbonate plastic and epoxy resins.

(2) “Cosmetic product” means articles or a component of articles

intended to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled, or sprayed on; introduced into; or

otherwise applied to the human body or any part thereof for cleansing,
promoting attractiveness, or improving or altering appearance, including those

intended for use by professionals. “Cosmetic product” does not mean soap,
dietary supplements, or food and drugs approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration.

(3) “Formaldehyde-releasing agent” means a chemical that releases
formaldehyde.

(4) “Intentionally added” means the addition of a chemical in a product
that serves an intended function in the product component.

(5)  “Manufacturer” means any person engaged in the business of
making or assembling a consumer product directly or indirectly available to
consumers. “Manufacturer” excludes a distributor or retailer, except when a
consumer product is made or assembled outside the United States, in which

case a ‘“manufacturer” includes the importer or first domestic distributor of the
consumer product.

(6) “Menstrual product” means a product used to collect menstruation
and vaginal discharge, including tampons, pads, sponges, menstruation
underwear, disks, applicators, and menstrual cups, whether disposable or
reusable.

(7) __ “Ortho-phthalates” means any member of the class of organic

chemicals that are esters of phthalic acid containing two carbon chains located
in the ortho position.

(8) ‘“Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means a

class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated
carbon atom.

(9)  “Professional” means a person granted a license pursuant to
26 V.S.A. chapter 6 to practice in the field of barbering, cosmetology,

manicuring, or esthetics.

§ 2494b. PROHIBITED CHEMICALS IN COSMETIC AND MENSTRUAL
PRODUCTS

(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State any cosmetic or menstrual product to
which the following chemicals or chemical classes have been intentionally
added in any amount:
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(1) ortho-phthalates;

(2) PFAS;

(3) formaldehyde (CAS 50-00-0);

(4) methylene glycol (CAS 463-57-0);

(5) mercury and mercury compounds (CAS 7439-97-6);
(6) 1, 4-dioxane (CAS 123-91-1);

(7) _isopropylparaben (CAS 4191-73-5);

(8) isobutylparaben (CAS 4247-02-3);

(9) lead and lead compounds (CAS 7439-92-1);

(10) asbestos;

(11) triclosan (CAS 3380-34-5);

(12) m-phenylenediamine and its salts (CAS 108-42-5);
(13) o-phenylenediamine and its salts (CAS 95-54-5); and
(14) quaternium-15 (CAS 51229-78-8).

(b) A cosmetic or menstrual product made through manufacturing

processes intended to comply with this subchapter and containing a technically
unavoidable trace quantity of a chemical or chemical class listed in subsection

(a) of this section shall not be in violation of this subchapter on account of the
trace quantity where it is caused by impurities of:

(1) natural or synthetic ingredients;

(2) the manufacturing process;
(3)_storage; or
(4) migration from packaging.
(c) A manufacturer shall not knowingly manufacture, sell, offer for sale,

distribute for sale, or distribute for use in this State any cosmetic or menstrual
product that contains 1.4, dioxane at or exceeding 10 parts per million.
(d)(1) Pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25. the Department of Health may

adopt rules prohibiting a manufacturer from selling, offering for sale,
distributing for sale, or distributing for use a cosmetic or menstrual product to

which formaldehyde releasing agents have been intentionally added and are
present in any amount.

(2) The Department may only prohibit a manufacturer from selling,
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offering for sale, distributing for sale, or distributing for use a cosmetic or
menstrual product in accordance with this subsection if the Department or at

least one other state has determined that a safer alternative is readily available
in sufficient quantity and at comparable cost and that the safer alternative

performs as well as or better than formaldehyde releasing agents in a specific
application of formaldehyde releasing agents to a cosmetic or menstrual

product.

(3) Any rule adopted by the Department pursuant to this subsection may
restrict formaldehyde releasing agents as individual chemicals or as a class of
chemicals.

§ 2494c. VIOLATIONS

(a) A violation of this subchapter is deemed to be a violation of section
2453 of this title.

(b) The Attorney General has the same authority to make rules, conduct

civil investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil
actions, and private parties have the same rights and remedies, as provided
under subchapter 1 of this chapter.

Sec. 2. 9 V.S.A. § 2494b is amended to read:

§ 2494b. PROHIBITED CHEMICALS IN COSMETIC AND MENSTRUAL
PRODUCTS

(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for
sale, or distribute for use in this State any cosmetic or menstrual product to
which the following chemicals or chemical classes have been intentionally
added in any amount:

* %k sk

(13) o-phenylenediamine and its salts (CAS 95-54-5); and
(14) quaternium-15 (CAS 51229-78-8);

(15) styrene (CAS 100-42-5);

(16) octamethylcyclotetrasiloxane (CAS 556-67-2); and
(17) toluene (CAS 108-88-3).

* %k 3k

* * * PFAS in Consumer Products * * *
Sec. 3. 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapter 12a is added to read:
Subchapter 12a. PFAS in Consumer Products
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§ 2494e. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Adult mattress” means a mattress other than a crib or toddler

mattress.

(2) “Aftermarket stain and water resistant treatments” means treatments
for textile and leather consumer products used in residential settings that have
been treated during the manufacturing process for stain, oil, and water
resistance, but excludes products marketed or sold exclusively for use at
industrial facilities during the manufacture of a carpet, rug, clothing, or shoe.

(3) “Apparel” means any of the following:

(A) Clothing items intended for regular wear or formal occasions,

including undergarments, shirts, pants, skirts, dresses, overalls, bodysuits,
costumes, vests, dancewear, suits, saris, scarves, tops, leggings, school
uniforms, leisurewear, athletic wear, sports uniforms, everyday swimwear,
formal wear, onesies, bibs, reusable diapers, footwear, and everyday uniforms

for workwear. Clothing items intended for regular wear or formal occasions

do not include clothing items for exclusive use by the U.S. Armed Forces,
outdoor apparel for severe wet conditions, and personal protective equipment.

(B) Outdoor apparel.

(4) “Artificial turf” means a surface of synthetic fibers that is used in
place of natural grass in recreational, residential, or commercial applications.

(5)  “Cookware” means durable houseware items used to prepare,
dispense, or store food, foodstuffs, or beverages and that are intended for

direct food contact, including pots, pans, skillets, grills, baking sheets, baking
molds, trays, bowls, and cooking utensils.

(6) “Incontinency protection product” means a disposable, absorbent
hygiene product designed to absorb bodily waste for use by individuals 12
years of age and older.

(7) “Intentionally added” means the addition of a chemical in a product
that serves an intended function in the product component.

(8) “Juvenile product” means a product designed or marketed for use by
infants and children under 12 vyears of age:

(A) including a baby or toddler foam pillow; bassinet; bedside

sleeper; booster seat; changing pad; infant bouncer; infant carrier; infant seat;
infant sleep positioner; infant swing; infant travel bed: infant walker: nap cot;

nursing pad; nursing pillow; play mat; playpen; play yard; polyurethane foam
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mat, pad, or pillow: portable foam nap mat:; portable infant sleeper; portable
hook-in chair; soft-sided portable crib; stroller; toddler mattress; and

disposable, single-use diaper; and

(B) excluding a children’s electronic product, such as a personal
computer, audio and video equipment, calculator, wireless phone, game
console, handheld device incorporating a video screen, or any associated
peripheral such as a mouse, keyboard, power supply unit, or power cord; a
medical device; or an adult mattress.

(9)  “Manufacturer” means any person engaged in the business of
making or assembling a consumer product directly or indirectly available to
consumers. “Manufacturer” excludes a distributor or retailer, except when a
consumer product is made or assembled outside the United States, in which

case a “manufacturer” includes the importer or first domestic distributor of the
consumer product.

(10) “Medical device” has the same meaning given to “device” in
21 U.S.C. § 321.

(11) “Outdoor apparel” means clothing items intended primarily for
outdoor activities, including hiking, camping, skiing, climbing, bicycling, and
fishing.

(12) “Outdoor apparel for severe wet conditions” means outdoor apparel
that are extreme and extended use products designed for outdoor sports experts
for applications that provide protection against extended exposure to extreme

rain conditions or against extended immersion in water or wet conditions, such
as from snow, in order to protect the health and safety of the user and that are

not marketed for general consumer use. Examples of extreme and extended
use products include outerwear for offshore fishing, offshore sailin

whitewater kayaking, and mountaineering.

(13) “Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means
a class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully
fluorinated carbon atom.

(14) “Personal protective equipment” has the same meaning as in
section 2494p of this title.

(15)  “Regulated perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or
“regulated PFAS” means:

(A) PFAS that a manufacturer has intentionally added to a product

and that have a functional or technical effect in the product, including PFAS

components of intentionally added chemicals and PFAS that are intentional

breakdown products of an added chemical that also have a functional or
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technical effect in the product; or

(B) the presence of PFAS in a product or product component at or
above 100 parts per million, as measured in total organic fluorine.
(16) “Rug or carpet” means a fabric marketed or intended for use as a
floor covering.

(17)  “Ski wax” means a lubricant applied to the bottom of snow
runners, including skis and snowboards, to improve their grip and glide

properties.
(18) “Textile” means any item made in whole or part from a natural,

manmade, or synthetic fiber, yarn, or fabric, and includes leather, cotton, silk,
jute, hemp, wool, viscose, nylon, or polyester. ‘“Textile” does not include
single-use paper hygiene products, including toilet paper, paper towels, tissues,
or single-use absorbent hygiene products.

(19) “Textile articles” means textile goods of a type customarily and
ordinarily used in households and businesses, and includes apparel,

accessories, handbags, backpacks, draperies, shower curtains, furnishings,

upholstery, bedding, towels, napkins, and table cloths. “Textile articles” does
not include:

(A) avehicle, as defined in 1 U.S.C. § 4, or its component parts;

(B) a vessel, as defined in 1 U.S.C. § 3, or its component parts;

(C) an aircraft, as defined in 49 U.S.C. §40102(a)(6), or its
component parts;

(D) filtration media and filter products used in industrial

applications, including chemical or pharmaceutical manufacturing and
environmental control technologies;

(E) textile articles used for laboratory analysis and testing: and

(F) rugs or carpets.

§ 2494f. AFTERMARKET STAIN AND WATER-RESISTANT
TREATMENTS

(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State aftermarket stain and water-resistant
treatments for rugs or carpets to which PFAS have been intentionally added in

any amount.
(b) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
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§ 2494g. ARTIFICIAL TURF

A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for
sale. or distribute for use in this State artificial turf to which:

(1) PFAS have been intentionally added in any amount; or
(2) PFAS have entered the product from the manufacturing or
processing of that product, the addition of which is known or reasonably
ascertainable by the manufacturer.
§ 2494h. COOKWARE
(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State cookware to which PFAS have been
intentionally added in any amount.

(b) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
§ 2494i. INCONTINENCY PROTECTION PRODUCT

A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale. distribute for
sale, or distribute for use in this State an incontinency protection product to
which PFAS have been intentionally added in any amount.

§ 2494,. JUVENILE PRODUCTS
(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State juvenile products to which PFAS have
been intentionally added in any amount.

(b) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
§ 2494k. RUGS AND CARPETS

(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State a residential rug or carpet to which PFAS
have been added in any amount.

(b) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
§ 24941. SKI WAX

(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State ski wax or related tuning products to
which PFAS have been intentionally added in any amount.

(b) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
§ 2494m. TEXTILES

(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for
- 4868 -




sale, or distribute for use in this State a textile or textile article to which
regulated PFAS have been intentionally added in any amount.

(b) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
§ 2494n. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

(a) The Attorney General may request a certificate of compliance from a
manufacturer of a consumer product regulated under this subchapter. Within
60 days after receipt of the Attorney General’s request for a certificate of

compliance, the manufacturer shall:

(1) provide the Attorney General with a certificate attesting that the
manufacturer’s product or products comply with the requirements of this
subchapter; or

(2) notify persons who are selling a product of the manufacturer’s in
this State that the sale is prohibited because the product does not comply with
this subchapter and submit to the Attorney General a list of the names and
addresses of those persons notified.

(b) A manufacturer required to submit a certificate of compliance pursuant
to this section may rely upon a certificate of compliance provided to the

manufacturer by a supplier for the purpose of determining the manufacturer’s
reporting obligations. A certificate of compliance provided by a supplier in

accordance with this subsection shall be used solely for the purpose of
determining a manufacturer’s compliance with this section.
§ 24940. VIOLATIONS

(a) A violation of this subchapter is deemed to be a violation of section
2453 of this title.

(b) The Attorney General has the same authority to make rules, conduct

civil investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil
actions, and private parties have the same rights and remedies, as provided
under subchapter 1 of this chapter.

* * * Amendments to PFAS in Textiles * * *
Sec. 4. 9 V.S.A. § 2494¢(3) is amended to read:
(3) “Apparel” means any of the following:

(A) Clothing items intended for regular wear or formal occasions,
including undergarments, shirts, pants, skirts, dresses, overalls, bodysuits,
costumes, vests, dancewear, suits, saris, scarves, tops, leggings, school
uniforms, leisurewear, athletic wear, sports uniforms, everyday swimwear,
formal wear, onesies, bibs, reusable diapers, footwear, and everyday uniforms
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for workwear. Clothing items intended for regular wear or formal occasions
do not include clothing items for exclusive use by the U.S. Armed Forces;

outdoor-apparel-for-severe-wet-eonditions; and personal protective equipment.
(B) Outdoor apparel.

(C) _Outdoor apparel for severe wet conditions.
Sec. 5. 9 V.S.A. § 2494¢(15) is amended to read:

(15) “Regulated perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or
“regulated PFAS” means:

(A) PFAS that a manufacturer has intentionally added to a product
and that have a functional or technical effect in the product, including PFAS
components of intentionally added chemicals and PFAS that are intentional
breakdown products of an added chemical that also have a functional or
technical effect in the product; or

(B) the presence of PFAS in a product or product component at or
above 100 50 parts per million, as measured in total organic fluorine.

* % * PFAS in Firefighting Agents and Equipment * * *
Sec. 6. 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapter 12b is added to read:
Subchapter 12b. PFAS in Firefighting Agents and Equipment
§ 2494p. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:
(1) “Class B firefighting foam” means chemical foams designed for
flammable liquid fires.

(2) “Intentionally added” means the addition of a chemical in a product
that serves an intended function in the product component.

(3)  “Manufacturer” means any person engaged in the business of
making or assembling a consumer product directly or indirectly available to
consumers. “Manufacturer” excludes a distributor or retailer, except when a
consumer product is made or assembled outside the United States, in which

case a ‘“manufacturer” includes the importer or first domestic distributor of the
consumer product.

(4) “Municipality” means any city, town, incorporated village, town fire

district, or other political subdivision that provides firefighting services
pursuant to general law or municipal charter.
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(5)_ ‘“Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means a
class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated
carbon atom.

(6) “Personal protective equipment” means clothing designed, intended,

or marketed to be worn by firefighting personnel in the performance of their
duties, designed with the intent for use in fire and rescue activities, and

includes jackets, pants, shoes, gloves, helmets, and respiratory equipment.

(7) “Terminal” means an establishment primarily engaged in the

wholesale distribution of crude petroleum and petroleum products, including
liguefied petroleum gas from bulk liquid storage facilities.

§ 2494q. PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN CLASS B FIREFIGHTING FOAM

A person, municipality, or State agency shall not discharge or otherwise use

for training or testing purposes class B firefighting foam that contains
intentionally added PFAS.

§ 2494r. RESTRICTION ON MANUFACTURE, SALE, AND
DISTRIBUTION:; EXCEPTIONS

(a) A manufacturer of class B firefighting foam shall not manufacture, sell,

offer for sale, or distribute for sale or use in this State class B firefighting foam
to which PFAS have been intentionally added.

(b) A person operating a terminal who seeks to purchase class B
firefighting foam containing intentionally added PFAS for the purpose of
fighting emergency class B fires may apply to the Department of
Environmental Conservation for a temporary exemption from the restrictions
on the manufacture, sale, offer for sale, or distribution of class B firefighting

foam for use at a terminal. An exemption shall not exceed one year. The
Department of Environmental Conservation, in consultation with the

Department of Health, may grant an exemption under this subsection if the
applicant provides:

(1) clear and convincing evidence that there is not a commercially

available alternative that:

(A) does not contain intentionally added PFAS: and

(B) is capable of suppressing a large atmospheric tank fire or
emergency class B fire at the terminal;

(2) information on the amount of class B firefighting foam containing

intentionally added PFAS that is annually stored, used. or released at the
terminal;
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(3) a report on the progress being made by the applicant to transition at
the terminal to class B firefighting foam that does not contain intentionally
added PFAS; and

(4) an explanation of how:

(A) all releases of class B firefighting foam containing intentionally
added PFAS shall be fully contained at the terminal; and

(B) existing containment measures prevent firewater, wastewater,

runoff, and other wastes from being released into the environment, including
into soil, groundwater, waterways, and stormwater.

(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a terminal from providing class B

firefighting foam in the form of aid to another terminal in the event of a class
B fire.

§ 2494s. SALE OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
CONTAINING PFAS

(a) A manufacturer or other person that sells firefighting equipment to any
person, municipality, or State agency shall provide written notice to the
purchaser at the time of sale, citing to this subchapter, if the personal
protective equipment contains PFAS. The written notice shall include a
statement that the personal protective equipment contains PFAS and the reason
PFAS are added to the equipment.

(b) The manufacturer or person selling personal protective equipment and

the purchaser of the personal protective equipment shall retain the notice for at
least three years from the date of the transaction.

§ 2494t. NOTIFICATION; RECALL OF PROHIBITED PRODUCTS

(a) A manufacturer of class B firefighting foam containing intentionally
added PFAS shall provide written notice to persons that sell the manufacturer’s
products in this State about the restrictions imposed by this subchapter not less

than one year prior to the effective date of the restrictions.

(b) Unless a class B firefighting foam containing intentionally added PFAS
is intended for use at a terminal and the person operating a terminal holds a
temporary exemption pursuant to subsection 2494r(b) of this title, a
manufacturer that produces, sells, or distributes a class B firefighting foam
containing intentionally added PFAS shall:

(1) recall the product and reimburse the retailer or any other purchaser
for the product; and
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(2) issue either a press release or notice on the manufacturer’s website

describing the product recall and reimbursement requirement established in
this subsection.

§ 2494u. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

(a) The Attorney General may request a certificate of compliance from a
manufacturer of class B firefighting foam or firefighting personal protective
equipment. Within 60 days after receipt of the Attorney General’s request for

a certificate of compliance, the manufacturer shall:

(1) provide the Attorney General with a certificate attesting that the

manufacturer’s product or products comply with the requirements of this
subchapter; or

(2) notify persons who are selling a product of the manufacturer’s in
this State that the sale is prohibited because the product does not comply with

this subchapter and submit to the Attorney General a list of the names and
addresses of those persons notified.

(b) A manufacturer required to submit a certificate of compliance pursuant
to this section may rely upon a certificate of compliance provided to the

manufacturer by a supplier for the purpose of determining the manufacturer’s
reporting obligations. A certificate of compliance provided by a supplier in

accordance with this subsection shall be used solely for the purpose of
determining a manufacturer’s compliance with this section.

§ 2494v. VIOLATIONS

(a) A violation of this subchapter is deemed to be a violation of section
2453 of this title.

(b) The Attorney General has the same authority to make rules, conduct

civil investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil
actions, and private parties have the same rights and remedies, as provided
under subchapter 1 of this chapter.

* * * Chemicals of Concern in Food Packaging * * *
Sec. 7. 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapter 12¢ is added to read:

Subchapter 12c. Chemicals of Concern in Food Packaging
§ 2494w. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:
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(1) “Bisphenols” means any member of a class of industrial chemicals
that contain two hydroxyphenyl groups. Bisphenols are used primarily in the

manufacture of polycarbonate plastic and epoxy resins.
(2) “Department” means the Department of Health.

(3) “Food package” or “food packaging” means a package or packaging

component that is intended for direct food contact.

(4) “Intentionally added” means the addition of a chemical in a product
that serves an intended function in the product component.

(5)  “Ortho-phthalates” means any member of the class of organic

chemicals that are esters of phthalic acid containing two carbon chains located
in the ortho position.

(6) “Package” means a container providing a means of marketing,
protecting, or handling a product and shall include a unit package, an
intermediate package, and a shipping container. “Package” also means
unsealed receptacles, such as carrying cases, crates, cups, pails, rigid foil and

other trays, wrappers and wrapping films, bags, and tubs.

(7) “Packaging component” means an individual assembled part of a
package, such as any interior or exterior blocking, bracing, cushioning,
weatherproofing, exterior strapping, coatings, closures, inks, and labels, and
disposable gloves used in commercial or institutional food service.

(8) “Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means a
class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated
carbon atom.

§ 2494x. FOOD PACKAGING
(a) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for

sale, or distribute for use in this State a food package to which PFAS have
been intentionally added and are present in any amount.

(b)(1) Pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25, the Department may adopt rules

prohibiting a manufacturer, supplier, or distributor from selling or offering for

sale or for promotional distribution a food package or the packaging
component of a food package to which bisphenols have been intentionally

added and are present in any amount. The Department may exempt specific
chemicals within the bisphenol class when clear and convincing evidence
suggests they are not endocrine-active or otherwise toxic.

(2) The Department may only prohibit a manufacturer, supplier, or
distributor from selling or offering for sale or for promotional distribution a
food package or the packaging component of a food package in accordance

-4874 -




with this subsection if the Department or at least one other state has
determined that a safer alternative is readily available in sufficient quantity and
at a comparable cost and that the safer alternative performs as well as or better

than bisphenols in a specific application of bisphenols to a food package or the
packaging component of a food package.

(3) If the Department prohibits a manufacturer, supplier, or distributor

from selling or offering for sale or for promotional distribution a food package

or the packaging component of a food package in accordance with this
subsection, the prohibition shall not take effect until two vyears after the

Department adopts the rules.

(c) A manufacturer shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, distribute for
sale, or distribute for use in this State a food package that includes inks, dyes,

pigments, adhesives, stabilizers, coatings, plasticizers, or any other additives to
which ortho-phthalates have been intentionally added and are present in any

amount.

(d) This section shall not apply to the sale or resale of used products.
§ 2494y. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

(a) The Attorney General may request a certificate of compliance from a

manufacturer of food packaging. Within 60 days after receipt of the Attorney
General’s request for a certificate of compliance, the manufacturer shall:

(1) provide the Attorney General with a certificate attesting that the

manufacturer’s product or products comply with the requirements of this
subchapter; or

(2) notify persons who are selling a product of the manufacturer’s in
this State that the sale is prohibited because the product does not comply with

this subchapter and submit to the Attorney General a list of the names and
addresses of those persons notified.

(b) A manufacturer required to submit a certificate of compliance pursuant

to this section may rely upon a certificate of compliance provided to the

manufacturer by a supplier for the purpose of determining the manufacturer’s
reporting obligations. A certificate of compliance provided by a supplier in

accordance with this subsection shall be used solely for the purpose of
determining a manufacturer’s compliance with this section.

§ 2494z. VIOLATIONS

(a) A violation of this subchapter is deemed to be a violation of section
2453 of this title.
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(b) The Attorney General has the same authority to make rules, conduct

civil investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil
actions, and private parties have the same rights and remedies, as provided
under subchapter 1 of this chapter.

* * * Engagement and Implementation Plans * * *
Sec. 8. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAN

(a) On or before July 1. 2025, the Department of Health shall develop and

submit a community engagement plan to the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare and to the House Committee on Human Services related to the
enactment of 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapter 12. The community engagement
plan shall:

(1) provide education to the general public on chemicals of concern in
cosmetic and menstrual products and specifically address the unique impact
these products have on marginalized communities by providing the use of
language access services, participant compensation, and other resources that
support equitable access to participation; and

(2) __outline the methodology and costs to conduct outreach for the
purposes of:

(A) identifying cosmetic products of concern, including those
marketed to or utilized by marginalized communities in Vermont;

(B) conducting research on the prevalence of potentially harmful
ingredients within cosmetic products, including those marketed to or utilized
by marginalized communities in Vermont;

(C) _ proposing a process for regulating chemicals or products
containing potentially harmful ingredients, including those marketed to or
utilized by marginalized communities in Vermont; and

(D) creating culturally appropriate public health awareness
campaigns concerning harmful ingredients used in cosmetic products.

(b) As used in the section, “marginalized communities” means individuals
with shared characteristics who experience or have historically experienced

discrimination based on race, ethnicity, color, national origin, English
language proficiency, disability, gender identity, gender expression, or sexual

orientation.

Sec. 9. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN; CONSUMER PRODUCTS
CONTAINING PFAS

(a) The Agency of Natural Resources, in consultation with the Agency of
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Agriculture, Food and Markets; the Department of Health; and the Office of
the Attorney General, shall propose a program requiring the State to identify
and restrict the sale and distribution of consumer products containing
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) that could impact public
health and the environment. The proposed program shall:

(1) identify categories of consumer products that could have an impact
on public health and environmental contamination;

(2) propose a process by which manufacturers determine whether a

consumer product contains PFAS and how that information is communicated
to the State;

(3) address how information about the presence or lack of PFAS in a
consumer product is conveyed to the public;

4) describe which agency or department is responsible for
administration of the proposed program, including what additional staff,
information technology changes, and other resources, if any, are necessary to
implement the program;

(5) determine whether and how other states have structured and

implemented similar programs and identify the best practices used in these
efforts;

(6) propose definitions of “intentionally added,” “consumer product,”
and “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances”;

(7) propose a related public service announcement program and website
content to inform the public and health care providers about the potential
public health impacts of exposure to PFAS and actions that can be taken to
reduce risk;

(8) provide recommendations for the regulation of PFAS within
consumer products that use recycled materials, including food packaging,
cosmetic product packaging, and textiles; and

(9) determine whether “personal protective equipment” regulated by the
U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration under the Occupational

Safety and Health Act, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, or the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or a product that is regulated as a

drug, medical device, or dietary supplement by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act or the Dietary
Supplement Health and Education Act, is appropriately regulated under 9
V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapters 12—12c.

(b) The Agency of Natural Resources shall obtain input on its
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recommendation from interested parties, including those that represent
environmental, agricultural, and industry interests.

(¢) On or before November 1, 2024, the Agency of Natural Resources shall
submit an implementation plan developed pursuant to this section and
corresponding draft legislation to the House Committees on Environment and
Energy and on Human Services and the Senate Committees on Health and
Welfare and on Natural Resources and Energy.

(d) For the purposes of this section, ‘“consumer products” includes
restricted and nonrestricted use pesticides.

***Repeal***

Sec. 10. REPEAL; PFAS IN VARIOUS CONSUMER PRODUCTS

18 V.S.A. chapter 33 (PFAS in firefighting agents and equipment),
18 V.S.A. chapter 33A (chemicals of concern in food packaging), 18 V.S.A.

chapter 33B (PFAS in rugs, carpets, and aftermarket stain and water resistant
treatments), and 18 V.S.A. chapter 33C (PFAS in ski wax) are repealed on
January 1. 2026.

* * * Compliance Notification * * *

Sec. 11. COMPLIANCE NOTIFICATION

If, upon a showing by a manufacturer, the Office of the Attorney General

determines that it is not feasible to produce a particular consumer product as
required by this act on the effective date listed in Sec. 13 (effective dates), the

Attorney General may postpone the compliance date for that product for up to
one year. If the Attorney General postpones a compliance date pursuant to this
section, the Office of the Attorney General shall post notification of the
postponement on its website.

* % * | eaqd in Cosmetic Products * * *
Sec. 12. LEAD IN COSMETIC PRODUCTS

On or before March 1. 2025, the Department of Health shall observe and

evaluate Washington’s experience of implementing a one part per million limit
on the presence of lead in cosmetic products and present the Department’s

findings to the House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare.

* # * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 13. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024, except that:
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(1) Sec. 1 (chemicals in cosmetic and menstrual products), Sec. 3
(PFAS in consumer products), Sec. 6 (PFAS in firefighting agents and

equipment), and Sec. 7 (chemicals of concern in food packaging) shall take

effect on January 1, 2026;

(2) Sec. 2 (9 V.S.A. § 2494b) and Sec. 5 (9 V.S.A. § 2494¢(15)) shall
take effect on July 1, 2027: and

(3) Sec.4 (9 V.S.A. § 2494¢(3)) shall take effect on July 1, 2028.
And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to regulating consumer products containing perfluoroalkyl
and polyfluoroalkyl substances or other chemicals

Constitutional Proposal
PROPOSAL 4
Declaration of rights; government for the people; equality of rights
First of Four Days on the Notice Calendar
Rep. Rachelson of Burlington for the Committee on Judiciary.
Sec. 1. PURPOSE

(a) This proposal would amend the Constitution of the State of Vermont to
specify that the government must not deny equal treatment under the law on
account of a person’s race, ethnicity, sex. religion, disability, sexual

orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or national origin. The

Constitution is our founding legal document stating the overarching values of
our society. This amendment is in keeping with the values espoused by the

current Vermont Constitution. Chapter I, Article 1 declares “That all persons
are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and
unalienable rights.” Chapter I, Article 7 states “That government is, or ought
to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the
people.” The core value reflected in Article 7 is that all people should be
afforded all the benefits and protections bestowed by the government, and that
the government should not confer special advantages upon the privileged.
This amendment would expand upon the principles of equality and liberty by
ensuring that the government does not create or perpetuate the legal, social, or
economic inferiority of any class of people. This proposed constitutional

amendment is not intended to limit the scope of rights and protections afforded
by any other provision in the Vermont Constitution.

(b) Providing for equality of rights as a fundamental principle in the
Constitution would serve as a foundation for protecting the rights and dignity
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of historically marginalized populations and addressing existing inequalities.
This amendment would reassert the broad principles of personal liberty and

equality reflected in the Constitution of the State of Vermont with authoritative
force, longevity, and symbolic importance.

Sec. 2. Article 23 of Chapter I of the Vermont Constitution is added to read:
Article 23. [Equality of rights]

That the people are guaranteed equal protection under the law. The State shall
not deny equal treatment under the law on account of a person’s race,
ethnicity, sex, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, or national origin. Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted or
applied to prevent the adoption or implementation of measures intended to
provide equality of treatment and opportunity for members of groups that have

historically been subject to discrimination.
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

The amendment set forth in Sec. 2 shall become a part of the Constitution
of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of

November 2026 when ratified and adopted by the people of this State in
accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.

(Committee vote: 10-0-1)

CONSENT CALENDAR FOR ACTION
Concurrent Resolutions for Adoption Under Joint Rules 16a - 16d

The following concurrent resolutions have been introduced for approval by
the Senate and House and will be adopted automatically unless a Senator or
Representative requests floor consideration in that member’s chamber before
today’s adjournment. Requests for floor consideration in either chamber
should be communicated to the Senate Secretary’s Office or the House Clerk’s
Office, as applicable. For text of resolutions, see Addendum to House
Calendar and Senate Calendar of May 2, 2024.

H.C.R. 242

House concurrent resolution in memory of Charlotte Selectboard Member
and former Public Service Board Chair and Department of Public Service
Commissioner Louise McCarren

H.C.R. 243

House concurrent resolution in memory of Alexander and Marilyn Mahar
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and recognizing the couple’s special community legacy to the Town of
Bennington

H.C.R. 244

House concurrent resolution congratulating the drama students and theater
department of Bellows Free Academy-St. Albans on earning a berth at the
2024 New England Theatre Festival

H.C.R. 245

House concurrent resolution congratulating Mary Anderson on being named
the 2024-2025 Vermont Elementary School Principal of the Year

H.C.R. 246

House concurrent resolution congratulating Grace Cottage Family Health &
Hospital on its 75th anniversary

S.C.R. 14

Senate concurrent resolution commemorating the centennial of the
Burlington Country Club

S.C.R. 15

Senate concurrent resolution honoring the dental career achievements,
humanitarianism, and community service of Dr. David Baasch of Wallingford

For Informational Purposes
NOTICE OF CROSSOVER DATES

The Committee on Joint Rules adopted the following Crossover dates:

(1) All House/Senate bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and on Ways and
Means/Finance, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed
below) on or before Friday, March 15, 2024 and filed with the
Clerk/Secretary so they may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next
legislative day — Committee bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday,
March 15, 2024.

- 4881 -



(2) All House/Senate bills referred pursuant to House Rule 35(a) or Senate
Rule 31 to the Committees on Appropriations and on Ways and Means/Finance
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 22, 2024 and filed with the Clerk/Secretary so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Exceptions the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills (the
general Appropriations bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation Capital
bill, the Capital Construction bill, the Pay Act, and the Fee and
miscellaneous tax bills).

JOINT FISCAL COMMITTEE NOTICES

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3)(D):

JFO #3202: $3,296,092.00 to the Vermont Agency of Human Services,
Department of Children and Families from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. Funds to provide services for families impacted by the
July 2023 flood event.

[Received April 29, 2024]

JFO #3201: $1,594,420.00 to the Vermont Public Service Department from
the U.S. Department of Energy. The funds are for the creation of the
Municipal Energy Resilience Revolving Fund (MERF) designated by the
Vermont Legislature in Act 172 of 2022 to support state and local energy
efficiency projects.

[Received April 29, 2024]

JFO #3200: $1,105,839.00 to the Department of Public Safety, VT
Emergency Management from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Funds for the repair and replacement of facilities affected during the severe
storm and flooding event in Addison County from August 3-5, 2023.

[Received April 29, 2024]

JFO #3199: $1,000,000.00 from the U.S. Department of Energy through
Vermont Energy Efficiency Coop to the Vermont Military Department. Funds
will be used for facility upgrades in the Westminster and Berlin Armories to
help study the effects of thermal energy storage on heating and cooling loads
in electrified facilities. The grant requires a 20% state match of $250,000.00
which will be funded through an appropriation of existing capital funds.

[Received April 18, 2024]
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JFO #3198: Bargain sale of timber rights to the Agency of Natural Resources,
Department of Fish and Wildlife from the A Johnson Co., LLC. Vermont
acquired the current Pond Woods Wildlife Management Area in Benson and
Orwell, VT in the 1960s. At that time the A Johnson Co. retained the timber
rights. The State now has the opportunity to acquire the timber rights, valued
at $2,320,529.00, for $900,000.00. Acquisition of the timber rights will allow
greater control over the property management. The $900,000.00 sale price plus
closing costs is covered by ongoing, annual funding from the U.S. Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

[Received March 24, 2024]

JFO #3197: One (1) limited-service position, Environmental Analyst IV, to
the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation.
The position will manage the increase in funding and the resulting increase in
projects for the Healthy Homes program which provides financial assistance to
low to moderate income homeowners to address failed or inadequate water,
wastewater, drainage and storm water issues. A portion of the American
Rescue Plan Act — Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds appropriated in
Act 78 of 2023, funds this position through 12/31/2026.

[Received March 19, 2024]

JFO #3196: Two (2) limited-service positions, both Grant Specialists, to the
Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation.
The positions will manage stewardship of existing grants and applications and
outreach for annual grant cycles. Both positions are 70% funded through
existing federal funds. The remaining 30% will be a combination of state
special funds: State Recreation Trails Fund and Vermont Outdoor Recreation
Economic Collaborative funds. The positions will not rely on annual
appropriations of the General Fund. Both funded through 9/30/2024.

[Received March 19, 2024]

JFO #3195: One (1) limited-service position, Environmental Scientist III to
the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation.
The position will support high-priority efforts to reduce the spread of aquatic
invasive species in public waters in the Lake Champlain Basin and is funded
through additional federal funds received under an existing EPA grant for
work in the Lake Champlain Basin program. Funding is for one-year with
anticipation that funding will renew and be available for the foreseeable future.
Position requested is through 12/31/2028.

[Received March 19, 2024]
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JFO #3194: $10,483,053.00 to the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development, Department of Tourism and Marketing from the U.S.
Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration. Funds will
support the resiliency and long-term recovery of the travel and tourism sectors
in Vermont after the wide-spread disruption of these sectors during the Covid-
19 pandemic. The Department of Tourism and Marketing has been working
with the Economic Development Administration (EDA) for over 18 months to
develop a plan that would satisfy the EDA requirements and meet the specific
needs of the Vermont travel and tourism industry. The grant includes two (2)
limited-service positions, Grants Programs Manager and Travel Marketing
Administrator to complete the grant administration plan. Both positions are
fully funded through the new award through 10/31/2025.

[Received March 19, 2024]

JFO #3193: Land donation of 18.6 acres of undevelopable wetlands in
Newport City, VT from Linda Chamberlin Mosher to the Agency of Natural
Resources, Department of Fish and Wildlife. The land abuts the existing South
Bay Wildlife Management Area and will expand wildlife and fish habitats and
improve public access. The donation value is $51,500.00. Estimated closing
costs of $10,000.00 and ongoing maintenance costs are covered by already
budgeted federal funds. No state funds will be used for the acquisition.

Received March 12, 2024]

JFO #3192: $327,250.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department of
Health from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for data collection
and public awareness related to Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease. The
grant is expected to fund yearly through 9/29/2027. The grant includes one (1)
limited-service position, Health Systems Program Administrator, to manage
contracts and grants associated with the funding and communications with the
CDC. The position is also funded through 9/29/2027.

[Received March 12, 2024]

JFO #3191: One (1) limited-service position to the Agency of Human
Services, Department of Health to assess and carry out work related to data on
maternal mortality and sudden unexpected infant deaths. Position requires
quality assurance of data and transfer to federal data tracking systems. Position
is funded through 09/29/2024 through previously approved JFO #1891.

[Received March 12, 2024]

JFO #3190: $900,000.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department of
Corrections from the U.S. Department of Justice. Funds will enhance the
reentry vocational case management of incarcerated individuals who are
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assessed for moderate and above risk of reoffending. The funds include one (1)
limited-service position, Vocational Outreach Project Manager, fully funded
through 9/30/2026.

[Received March 1, 2024]

JFO #3189: $10,000,000.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department of
Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living from the U.S. Department of
Education. The funds will be used to support the transition of youths with
disabilities from high school to adulthood. The grants will support six (6)
limited-service positions through 9/30/2028 that will work to support
partnerships with all supervisory unions and the agencies focusing on
employment opportunities for adults with disabilities.

[Received March 1, 2024]

JFO #3188: There are two sources of funds related to this request: $50,000.00
from the Vermont Land Trust and $20,000.00 from the Lintilhac Foundation,
all to the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation. All funds will go to support the acquisition of a 19-acre property
in Island Pond which will expand the Brighton State Park.

[Received March 4, 2024]

JFO #3187: Two (2) limited-service positions to the Public Service
Department, Vermont Community Broadband Board: Administrative Services
Manager III and Data and Information Project Manager. Positions will carry
out work related to the federal Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment
(BEAD) program. This program has the potential to bring in additional
Broadband investment, provided local applications are successful. Positions
are fully funded through 11/30/2027 and are funded by previously approved
JFO #3136.

[Received February 26, 2024]

JFO #3186: $4,525,801.81 to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The majority of funds to be sub-
awards to Vermont's agricultural businesses and organizations to build
resilience in the middle of the food supply chain and to support market
development for small farms and food businesses. Includes full funding for
one (1) limited-service position, Agriculture Development Specialist II and
50% support for one (1) limited-service position, Contracts and Grants
Specialist I. The other 50% for the position will come from already approved
JFO #2982.

[Received February 8, 2024]

- 4885 -



JFO #3185: $70,000.00 to the Attorney General’s Office from the Sears
Consumer Protection and Education Fund to improve accessibility and
outreach of the Vermont Consumer Assistance Program to underserved
populations in Vermont.

[Received January 31, 2024]

JFO #3184: Three (3) limited-service positions to the Agency of Human
Services, Department of Health. One (1) Substance Abuse Program Evaluator,
funded through 8/31/28; and one (1) Public Health Specialist II, and one (1)
Family Service Specialist both funded through 9/29/2024. The positions are
fully funded by previously approved JFO requests #3036 and #1891. These
positions will support Vermont's Overdose Data to Action program and the
Maternal Mortality Review Panel.

[Received January 31, 2024]

JFO #3183: $182,500.00 to the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of
Forests, Parks and Recreation. Funds will be used to complete the purchase of
a conservation easement on a 183-acre parcel of land in Townshend, Vermont
(Peterson Farm). [Note: Remainder of the easement ($82,500) is supported by
a State appropriation agreement between the department and the VHCB.
Closing costs, including department staff time, is funded by already budgeted
federal funds. Ongoing enforcement costs are managed by the department’s
Lands and Facilities Trust Fund. A $15,000.00 stewardship contribution to this
fund will be made by the landowner at the time of the sale.]

[Received January 31, 2024]

JFO #3182: $125,000.00 to Agency of Natural Resources, Department of
Environmental Conservation from the New England Interstate Water Pollution
Control Commission to expand current monitoring of cyanotoxins in Lake
Champlain and Vermont inland lakes.

[Received January 31, 2024]

JFO #3181: $409,960.00 to the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development, Department of Housing and Community Development from the
U.S. Department of the Interior/National Park Service. Funds will be used for
the preservation, repair, and restoration of the Old Constitution House, located
in Windsor, Vermont. The first Constitution of Vermont was adopted on this
site, then known as Elijah West's Tavern, on July 8, 1777. [Note: A State
match of $53,714.00 is accomplished within the agency budget through the
reduction of a fraction of an existing position base and existing capital bill

funds.]

[Received January 31, 2024]
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JFO #3180: One (1) limited-service position, Administrative Services
Director 111, to the Agency of Administration, Recovery Office. Position will
ensure that flood recovery projects are integrated with existing state and
federal programs. Will also ensure compliance and tracking of already
awarded grants as well as those anticipated in the wake of the July 2023
flooding event. Position is funded through already approved JFO Request
#3165 as well as Acts 74 (2021) and 185 (2022). The position is fully funded
through 7/31/2027.

[Received January 31, 2024]

JFO #3179: Two (2) limited-service positions. One (1) to the Department of
Mental Health, Project AWARE Lead Coordinator and one (1) to the Agency
of Education, Project AWARE Co-Coordinator. The positions will liaison to
coordinate and expand the state's efforts to develop sustainable infrastructure
for school-based mental health. Both positions are fully funded through
9/29/28 from previous SAMHSA grant award JFO #2934,

[Received January 26, 2024]

JFO #3178: $456,436.00 to the Agency of Natural Resources, Secretary’s
Office from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Funds will support (1)
limited-service position, Environmental Analyst [V. This position will serve as
administrative lead developing the updated Climate Action Plan with the
Vermont Climate Council and perform added work required by the EPA grant.
Position is funded through 6/30/2027.

[Received January 11, 2024]

JFO #3177: $2,543,564.00 to the Agency of Natural Resources, Secretary’s
Office from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Funding is phase one
of a two-phase funding opportunity aimed to support Vermont with climate
change mitigation planning efforts. A comprehensive climate action plan will
be developed, to overlap with and be synonymous to the required update to
Vermont's Climate Action Plan in 2025.

[Received January 12, 2024]

JFO #3176: $250,000.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department of
Mental Health from the National Association of State Mental Health Program
Directors. These funds will increase rapid access to behavioral health care by
supporting the peer service component of the mental health urgent care clinic
being established in Chittenden County. This clinic will offer an alternative to
seeking mental health care in emergency departments

[Received January 11, 2024]
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