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H.175

Introduced by Representative LaLonde of South Burlington

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Juvenile justice; allocation of federal money

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to modernize
the Children and Family Council for Prevention Programs to comply with
changes to the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act. This
bill changes the name of the Council to the Council for Equitable Youth Justice
and amends its role to more accurately reflect its current responsibilities and

management of federal funds to support juvenile justice efforts in Vermont.

An act relating to modernizing the Children and Family Council for
Prevention Programs

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
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§ 3301. DEFINTSQY

As used in this chapter:
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(1) “Council” means the
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horities “JJRA” means the

federal Juvgile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1973 as

reauthorized an®as amended by the Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 2018, 34

U.S.C. § 11133.

(3) “OJJDP” meaMs the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency

Prevention within the U.S. Dgpartment of Justice.

(4) “DCF” means the Verfyont Department for Children and Families.
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(a) A Children-and Eamily unel Pr vention-Proerams-is-estabh
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the-primary-preventionprograms Creation. There is created the C8ncil for

Equitable Youth Justice within DCF to serve as the State advisory grouig for

Vermont pursuant to 34 U.S.C. § 11133. The Council supports compliance
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§ S%01a.

(b) 0 FPErSon; Fperson;-and 0
Membership.

(1) The CounWil shall consist of up to 25 members who shall be

appointed by the Goverrgr with the advice and consent of the Senate for three-

year terms.

(2)_In appointing member$ consideration shall be given to the selection

of persons who adequately represent %e interests of youth who are in the

juvenile justice system and their families?

(3) Membership shall be consistent with the federal requirements for

State advisory groups pursuant to 34 U.S.C. § 1183(a)(3).

(4) A majority of the members, including the (Rair, shall not be full-

time employees of federal, State, or local government.

(c) A-maj

AN h on a e o m a O membe Nl An aVa
Ot cl cl O AR BRAY; O cl o y—0O O R esgLe

voting-at-a-meeting-at-which-a-queram-is-in-attendanee Officers. The§ouncil

shall elect a chair, vice chair, and secretary or treasurer, or both, from its
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sha¥y be filled in the same manner as provided in subseetion+{a) subdivision
(b)(1) & this section. The term of a person appointed to fill a vacancy shall
terminate 0% the date on which the original appointment would have
terminated if tig vacancy had not occurred.

(e) Compensati§n. Council members are authorized to receive per diem
compensation from fed§al funds as specified in 32 V.S.A. § 1010(b).

(f) Quorum. A majoritWof the members of the Council shall constitute a

quorum. The Council shall actgnly by vote of a majority of its members and

voting at a meeting at which a quotym is in attendance.
§ 3303. COUNCH:DUHES COUN DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES
(a) S g d dep

Nnoh

aVa a 2\ §77= N—11ro A
esgLe wiwTe v . PDTO V1O v
O b

Couneil-shall Subject to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 330%the Council shall

support monitoring and reporting compliance with the core req@irements of the

JJRA, including:

(1) acquire and provide perti
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from incar®&rated adults;

(3) evalite and prepa
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juveniles from adult jails and lock
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itle the separation of juveniles
d d o D56 d
Fy O Governor;
ao APPToP O d
9

;and

(4)_the reduction of racial and et

ic disparities in Vermont’s juvenile

justice system.

(b) [Repealed.]
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maWwobtain grants for activities pursuant to 34 U.S.C. § 11133(a)(9).

(d) Pge danctt shall be attached for administrative purposc he—/gen

of Human-Sgrvices On December 1, 2024, and every three years thereafter, the

Council shall déelop a State juvenile justice plan designed to promote an

effective juvenile juSkice system. The plan shall be consistent with the

requirements of the JJR Ayand the legislative findings pursuant to 33 V.S.A.

§ 5101a.

() _On January 15, 2024, and%very two years thereafter, the Council shall

submit a written report to the GoverrMyr, the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight

Committee, and DCF describing the effoMs it has made to comply with the

requirements of the JJRA. including the redu®ion of racial disparities and

improving Vermont’s juvenile justice system. ThW@&report shall include an

overview of federal funds received and expended to aldress these purposes

and recommendations to improve the juvenile justice syst&g.

(f)_In carrying out its duties and responsibilities, the Coun®y shall rely on

all available data related to the State’s juvenile justice system and %all make

efforts to include youth and family voice whenever possible, particular¥y the

voices of youth and members of their families who have been impacted by%he
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Committee-on-Appropriations: [Repealed.]
§ 3305 NMPIEEMEN A ON-AND-EVA [JA a OEPRIMAR
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§ 3306. CHIEDRENS-TRU OND
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[Repealed.]

§ 3307. RU FIINDPROGRAM:
programs.

prepesal-is-based:

H.175

Page 9 of 17



10

11

12

13

14

15

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE H.175

2023 Page 10 of 17
and-distribution-of-assistaneefrom-the-Children’s Frust- Fund: _Repealed.
%k % %

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

Ul JULY 1., ZYU

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. chapter 33 is amended to read:
§ 3301. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Council” means the Children—andFamity—CounnecilforPrevention

Programs Council for Equitable Youth Justice.
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2) “Pr o » bcethe likelihood of

destrictivebefiaviors-before—intervention bvauthorities “DCE ™ means the

Vermont Department for Children and Families.

(3) “JJRA” means the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency

Prevention Act of 1973 as reauthorized and as amended by the Juvenile Justice

Reform Act of 2018, 34 U.S.C. § 11133.

(4)  “OJJDP” means the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency

Prevention within the U.S. Department of Justice.

$ 3302. CHILDRENANDFAMITY-COUNCIL FORPREVENTION

PROGRAMS COUNCIL FOR EQUITABLE YOUTH JUSTICE

the-primary-prevention—programs Creation. There is created the Council for

Equitable Youth Justice to serve as the State advisory group for Vermont

pursuant to 34 U.S.C. § 11133. The Council supports compliance with the core

requirements of the JJRA and promotes an_effective Vermont juvenile justice

system consistent with the legislative findings under 33 V.S.A. § 5101a.
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(hy The Council shall elect a chairperson, vice chairperson, and clerk from

Membership.

(1) The Council shall consist of up to 25 members who shall be

appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate for three-

year terms.

(2) In appointing members, consideration shall be given to the selection

of persons who adequately represent the interests of vouth who are in the

juvenile justice system and their families.

(3)  Membership shall be consistent with the federal requirements for

State advisory groups pursuant to 34 U.S.C. § 11133(a)(3).

(4) A majority of the members, including the Chair, shall not be full-

time emplovees of federal, State, or local government.

shall elect a chair. vice chair. and secretary or treasurer. or both, from its

members who shall serve for one vear or until their successors are elected.

(d) Vacancy. In the event a vacancy occurs on the Council, the vacancy
shall be filled in the same manner as provided in subseetion—fa) subdivision

(b)(1) of this section. The term of a person appointed to fill a vacancy shall
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terminate on the date on which the original appointment would have

terminated if the vacancy had not occurred.

(e) Compensation. Council members are authorized to receive per diem
compensation from federal funds as specified in 32 V.S.A. § 1010(b).

(1) Quorum. A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a

quorum. The Council shall act only by vote of a majority of its members and

voting at a meeting at which a quorum is in attendance.

§ 3303. COUNCIL-DUTHES COUNCIL DUTIES AND

RESPONSIBILITIES

Counecil-shall Subject to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3309, the Council shall

support monitoring and reporting compliance with the core requirements of the

JJIRA, including:
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departments—specified-in-section3305-ofthistitte the separation of juveniles

from incarcerated adults;

the removal of

juveniles from adult jails and lockups; and

(4) the reduction of racial and ethnic disparities in Vermont’s juvenile

justice system.

(b) [Repealed.]

Subject to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. §5, the Council may apply for and

receive federal funds for activities consistent with the legislative findings

pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 5101a and the requirements of the JJRA. The Council

may obtain grants for activities pursuant to 34 U.S.C. § 11133(a)(9).
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(d) Fhec 1 shalll hed i . ;
Agency—of Human—Services On_December 1, 2024, and every three years

thereafter, the Council shall, in coordination with DCFE, develop a State

juvenile justice plan designed to promote an effective juvenile justice system.

The plan shall be consistent with the requirements of the JJRA and the

legislative findings pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 5101a.

(e) On January 15, 2025, and every two vears thereafter. the Council shall

submit a written report to the Governor. the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight

Committee, and DCF describing the efforts it has made to comply with the

requirements of the JJRA, including the reduction of racial disparities and

improving Vermont’s juvenile justice system. The report shall include an

overview of federal funds received and expended to address these purposes and

recommendations to improve the juvenile justice system.

(1) _In carrving out its duties and responsibilities, the Council shall rely on

all available data related to the State’s juvenile justice system and shall make

efforts to include vouth and family voices, particularly the voices of vouth and

members of their families who have been impacted by the system.

$ 3304. SEATE-PRIMARY PREVENTION-PLAN
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Appropriations- [Repealed. ]

$ 3305. IMPEEMENTATION AND EVALUATION-OF-PRIMARY
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(S)—the-Department-of ForestsParks-and-Reereation- [Repealed. |
k %k %

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2023.




