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Stephen Jacob’s Time in Windsor, Ve ﬂnt '
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* Jacob advertised his services as an attorney in Windsor; in 1782, his name was associated as
counsel for 46 of the 58 cases heard in the October term

* When Vermont was admitted into the Union as the 14" state, President George Washington
elected Jacob as the state’s first district attorney, a position he held from 1791 until
1797
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Letter from George Washington appointing Jacob as Vermont's state attorney. ‘
George Washington Papers at the Library of Congress, 1741-1799, Series 2 Letterbooks. Step hen Jacob Hou se, C.
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Selectmen of Windsor v. Stephen Jacob, Esq.

(heard by the Vermont Supreme Court in August term, 1802)

* At the time of the case, Jacob was one of three Vermont Supreme Court Judges; since he was
prohibited from sitting on the case, it was presided over by Judges Royall Tyler and
Jonathan Robinson

* The plaintiffs tried to enter the bill of sale for Dinah as evidence that Jacob was indeed
holding her illegally, while the defense argued that Dinah left of her own free will,
and since Jacob knew slavery was illegal in the State of Vermont, he made no effort
to bring her back into his service

* The ruling in this case, which can be argued to be the first of its kind in the United States,
was both hopeful and disheartening:

* Vermont’s anti-slavery constitution was upheld when the bill of sale was
not allowed to be admitted as evidence, setting a firm stance and
precedent that the laws of the state’s Constitution were not to be
taken lightly

* While Judge Tyler stated that a master had the responsibility to care for
his slaves, he ruled that Dinah could not be viewed as a slave
because slavery did not exist within the boundaries of Vermont,
and therefore Jacob could not be held accountable for her
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Dinah’s Remaining Years

* Dinah continued to live in Windsor and be supported by town funds, despite being “warned
out” of town on several occasions

* In late February or early March, Dinah died in Windsor; the town paid for medical services
during her last sickness, as well as her coffin and bell-tolling

* Although Jacob never offered any compensation to the town for Dinah’s support in light of
the 1802 Vermont Supreme Court case, town records show that although it was
ruled that Dinah was never a slave, town officials felt Jacob had shirked his
responsibilities; records of expenses allotted by the overseers of the poor are listed
in association with “Judge Jacob’s Dinah”
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Notice of Dinah’s death.

. Spooner’s Vermont Journal, March 6, 1809 (Vol. XXVI, No. 1337), 3.
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Dinah

Windsor, Vermont

Applicant: Historic Windsor, Inc.

Dinah Dinah
c. 1753-1809 c. 1753-1809
Dinah was taken to Windsor in 1783, identified only as a Negro (continued from other side)

woman slave about thirty years of age, valued at £40. An The lawsuit, Selectmen of Windsor v Stephen Jacob, was heard before
ensuing court case would later make her the best known of the Vermont Supreme Court in 1802 when then-Justice Stephen Jacob

those to have been enslaved in Vermont despite its 1777 recused himself. Remaining justices disavowed Dinah’s slave status,
Constitution - the first to prohibit adult slavery. In defiance of the ruling no inhabitant of the state can hold a slave, thus absolving Jacob

law, lawyer Stephen Jacob purchased Dinah, obtaining a bill-of- of her care while affirming Vermont’s prohibition of slavery. In total,

sale from a future Vermont legislator that was witnessed by a Dinah lived in Windsor for nearly three decades, enslaved or free

town leader. Dinah served the Jacob family in the adjacent 18- without manumission. Labeled as Jacob’s wench or African Dinah, she

century house. When no longer in his service, she fell into need was summoned by selectmen to leave town, assaulted by a deacon’s

and requested town support, which was denied by a vote of the son, and suffered repeated illnesses. Although Dinah died in poverty,

Windsor residents who urged their selectmen to charge Jacob she was identified in a published obituary as a woman of color. The

legally for her care instead. location of her grave is unknown.
(continued on other side)
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