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H.497

Introduced by Committee on Agriculture and Forestry

Date:

Subject: Agriculture; animal health

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to amend and
update the requirements in statute related to animal health, the transport of

animals within the State, and the licensing of livestock businesses.

An act relating to health requirements for animals used in agriculture

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

& A hanto O 2 10 _a1on dod a ~Ys¥a K

APTER 63. EIVESTOCKDEALERS LIVESTOCK-RELATED

BORINESSES, AUCTIONS, AND SALES RINGS

§ 761. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
(1) “Livestock” means cattle, horses¥heep, swine, goats, camelids,
fallow deer, red deer, reindeer, and American bison:
(2) “Livestock dealer” means a person going from pla®agto place

buying, selling, or transporting livestock, or operating a livestock auctigg or

<Y
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(A) a federal agency, including any department, division, or authority

within the #gency: or

(B) aWonprofit approved by the Secretary.

(3) “Packer™$neans a livestock dealer who is solely involved in the
purchase of livestock 18 purpose of slaughter at his or her own slaughter
facility.

(4) “Person” means any gdividual, partnership, unincorporated
association, or corporation.

(5) “Transporter” means a livest8§gk dealer who limits his or her activity
to transporting livestock for remuneration. $A transporter cannot buy or sell
livestock and is not required to be bonded.

§ 762. LICENSE; FEE

(a) A person shall not carry on the business of a liv8gtock dealer, packer, or
transporter without first obtaining a license from the Secre of Agriculture,
Food and Markets. Before the issuance of suech a license, such%ealer a person
shall file with the Secretary an application for such a license on forigs

provided by the Agency. Each application shall be accompanied by a T4 of

$175.00 for persons-whe-buy-and-sell-or-auctionlivestock; livestock deale
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b) The Secretary may deny any application for a livestock dealer’s dealer,

packer¥gr transporter license, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing,

whenever the applicant is a person or a representative of a person who has had

a livestock dea¥r’s dealer, packer, or transporter license suspended or revoked

by any state, includ§g Vermont, or any foreign country during the preceding
five years or who has Dgen convicted of violating statutes, rules, or regulations
of any state or the federal Jgvernment pertaining to the sale or transportation
of livestock or the control of liWgstock disease. The applicant shall be
informed of any denial by letter, whjch shall include the specific reasons for
the denial. The applicant shall have 1%ays in which to petition the Secretary
for reconsideration. The petition shall be s§pmitted in writing and the
Secretary; in his or her discretion may hold a f8gther hearing on the petition
for reconsideration. Thereafter, the Secretary shal§ssue or deny the license
and shall inform the applicant in writing of his or her d§gision and the reasons
therefor.

(c) The Livestock Special Fund is established under and sh# be
administered pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5. All fulds
received under this section shall be deposited in the Livestock Special Bgnd for

use by the Agency for administration of livestock programs.
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shayl not apply to a farmer going from place to place buying or selling

livesto® in the regular operation of his or her farm business.

§ 764. BOND

(a) Eachlilystock-dealer Before the Secretary issues a livestock dealer or

packer license und® this chapter, an applicant shall furnish the secretary

Secretary with a surety®gond in the amount of net no less than $10,000.00;

executed by a surety compagy authorized to do business in this state;-and-a-like

application State.

(b) Beforealicense be-issued 19 pplic o-conducts-one-o
based o VO C O purchases. b ot to exceed 0.610.00
[Repealed.]

(c) All hivestock-dealers’and-livestock-auction bonds required undithis
section shall be in such the form as-the-secretary-shall preseribe-and 5
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mount-of the bondrequired under 9 C.F.R. § 201.30, as amended over time.

In lieu of a surety bongequired under this section, the Secretary may accept a

financial instrument or alte¥gate form of surety authorized under 9 C.F.R.

§ 201.30.

(d) Before-alicense shall be isshed to-an-applican oseresidence
outside Vermont,-orto pplic c cmploye O esident-o
ermont;suchapplic s e sderetary-ofasric e—food-and

e dditionto other bond reguired Wy ection;—a-bond e
burchases—but notto-exceed-3$3150.000-00-executed by Msuretycomp
2 b .
authorized to-do-business-in-this state. [Repealed.]

(e) Thesecretary may-accept-alivestock-dealersurety bond¥ssued-unde
e Fede Packe a>toc d-AE cad-of the bondsreg e de
bsectio —(b);-and{e)o ection;provided COPY-O cBbond
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[Repealed.]

(g) The secretary nigy-acceptafederal packers-and stockyards-packe
packer’sfacility. [Repealed. ]
§ 764a. CEAIMS

-6 c seeretary of agric c, tvod and C ()
days-of date-of sale. [Repealed.]
§ 765, EXEMPTIONS FROM BOND

as-required-in-section-764-of this-title. [Repealed.]

§ 767. POSSESSION OF LICENSE; FEES FOR COPIES; EXPIRATIN

DATE; LICENSES NOT TRANSFERABLE

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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to 3geh the dealer by the seeretary Secretary at the time of the issuance of such
the licdgse and shall be attached to each truck or other conveyance used by
such dealeffor the transportation of livestock. The license number plate shall

be attached to e vehicle as regulated by the ageney-ofagriculture,food-and

markets Agency of¥Agriculture, Food and Markets. All such plates shall be

removed from the vehi8les immediately after expiration.

(b) Copies-oflicensesshall-be-obtained from the secretary of agriculture;
ood-and-markets-and-he-orshdghall chargeafee-0f $2-50 for-eachcop
[Repealed. ]

(c) Alllicenses-issuedundersectioth/62-of this title shall take effect July-1;

hey-ma A livestock dealer license, packer

license, or transporter license shall not be trans¥grred.

§ 768. DUTIES OF DEALERS, TRANSPORTERY, AND PACKERS

A livestock dealer, transporter, or packer licensed ufger section 762 of this

title shall:
(1) Maintain in a clean and sanitary condition all premis¥, buildings,

and conveyances used in the business of dealing-in buying, selling,%r

transporting livestock or operating a livestock auction or sales ring;.

(2) Submit premises, buildings, and conveyances to inspection and

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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(3) Allow no livestock on livestock dealer’s premises from herds or

premislg quarantined by the secretary-of agriculture, food-and-markets;

Secretary Ok Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(4) MairRain, subject to inspection by the seeretary-of-agriculture,food

and-markets Secret¥y of Agriculture, Food and Markets or his or her agent, a

proper record in which Wl Livestock purchased, repossessed, sold, or loaned arc

D]
D
D
D
D
D)
D
o
D
B
D]

chapter 102 o%this-title compliant with

applicable State and federal statutes, rules, and reg®lations specified by the

Secretary, including the U.S. Department of Agricultur@&Animal Disease

Traceability rule, 9 C.F.R. part 86.

(5) Abide by such other reasonable rules and-regulationS¥gshich that may

be issued adopted by the seeretary-ofagriculture, food-and-markets'§ecreta

of Agriculture, Food and Markets to prevent the spread of disease. A {py of

such all applicable rules and regulations shall be provided to all livestock

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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(6) Pay the seller within 72 hours following the sale of the animal or

anima
(7) Metsimultaneously transport brucellosis-free-and diseased-and
slaughtering facilityy [Repealed.]

§ 769. CANCELLATI®N OF LICENSE

Failure of any livestockealer, transporter, or packer to abide by the terms

of this chapter, or of any of the¥gtate or federal laws, rules, or regulations

relating to livestock, or of such a pMgcedure as that the seeretary-of-agriculture;

food-and-markets-deems Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets adopts as

necessary to prevent the spread of disease, $aall be deemed sufficient cause
after notice and hearing for the cancellation of %license issued under section
762 of this title.

§ 770. PENALTY

Any livestock dealer, transporter, or packer who buys, s§lls, or transports

livestock in this state State or operates a livestock auction or sa¥s ring without
having a license so to do, issued either to such person or to the firnor
corporation which that he or she represents in conducting such busines$as
herein required, shall be finednotlessthan-$100.00nor-more than-$500.00%0

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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[Repealed. ]

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 64 is ameNgded to read:
CHAPTER 64. LIVEST®CK CARE STANDARDS
ADVISORY CQUNCIL
§ 791. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
(1) “Agency” means the agency-ofagriculture, fpd-and-marke

Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(2) “Council” means the livestock-care-standards-advisoMgcounci

Livestock Care Standards Advisory Council.

(3) “Livestock” means cattle, calves, sheep, swine, horses, muleSggoats,
fallow deer, American bison, poultry, and any other animal that can or may¥pe

U U U y P1UUuU
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Se®&etary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

§ 792. % STABLISHMENT OF LIVESTOCK CARE STANDARDS

ADYISORY COUNCIL

(a) There iS¥gstablished a-hivestock-carestandards-advisory-couneil the

Livestock Care Stadards Advisory Council for the purposes of evaluating the

laws of the state State #gd of providing policy recommendations regarding the
care, handling, and well-b¥gg of livestock in the state State. The livestock

care-standards-advisory-counct¥livestock Care Standards Advisory Council

shall be composed of the followingd§nembers, all of whom shall be residents of
Vermont:
(1) The seeretary-ofagriculture;, foo®and-markets Secretary, who shall

serve as the ehair Chair of the eeunetl Council.!

(2) The state-veterinarian State Veterinarian.

(3) The following six members appointed by thé\gevernor Governor:
(A) A person with knowledge of food safety and ¥god safety
regulation in the state State.
(B) A person from a statewide organization that represent§the beef
industry.

(C) A Vermont licensed livestock or poultry veterinarian.

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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(E) A representative of the Vermont slaughter industry.
(F) A representative of the Vermont livestock dealer, hauler, or
auction ind§stry.
(4) The Wllowing three members appointed by the committee-on

committees CommMtee on Committees:

(A) A producy of species other than bovidae.

(B) An operator & a medium farm or large farm permitted by the
ageney Agency.

(C) A professional in the'§are and management of equines and
equine facilities.

(5) The following three members apfinted by the speaker-ofthe-house

Speaker of the House:

(A) An operator of a small Vermont dairy§arm.

(B) A representative of a local humane societ§or-organization from
Vermont registered-with-the-agency and organized under st&e State law.

(C) A person with experience investigating charges ojanimal cruelty
involving livestock, provided that no such person who has received¥gr is
receiving compensation from a national humane society or organizatiofygnay

be appointed under this subdivision.

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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Vetyrinarian, and the representative of the agricultural department of a
Vermo college or university, no member of the eouncil Council may serve
for more ti§n six two consecutive years full terms. Eight members of the

couneil CouncMyshall constitute a quorum. If a vacancy on the Council occurs,

a new member shalgbe appointed, in the same manner that his or her

predecessor was appoired, to fill the unexpired term.

(c) With the concurren® of the ehair Chair, the eeuneil Council may use
the services and staff of the agdgey Agency in the performance of its duties.
§ 793. POWERS AND DUTIES O LIVESTOCK CARE STANDARDS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

(a) The Council shall:

(1) Review and evaluate the laws and rulgs of the State applicable to the
care and handling of livestock. In conducting the Sgaluation required by this
section, the Council shall consider the following:

(A) the overall health and welfare of livestock sp&ies;
(B) agricultural best management practices;

(C) biosecurity and disease prevention;

(D) animal morbidity and mortality data;

(E) food safety practices;

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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(G) humane transport and slaughter practices.

Submit policy recommendations to the Secretary on any of the
subject maW¥er set forth under subdivision (1) of this subsection. A copy of the
policy recomm$ndations submitted to the Secretary shall be provided to the
House Committee 8 Agriculture and Eorest Products Forestry and the Senate
Committee on Agricultgre. Recommendations may be in the form of proposed
legislation. The provisionSéf 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to % made under this subdivision.

(3) Meet at least annually ar§ at such other times as the Chair
determines to be necessary.

(4) Submit minutes of the Council aMgually, on or before January 15, to
the House Committee on Agriculture and EereSgProduets Forestry and the
Senate Committee on Agriculture. The provisions§f 2 V.S.A. § 20(d)
(expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the rdgort to be made under
this subdivision.

(b) The Council may engage in education and outreach actijties related to
the laws and regulations for the care and handling of livestock. Th&Council
may accept funds from public or private sources in compliance with

32 VS.A.§5S.

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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LIVESTOCK DISEASES
Subchapter 1. General Provisions
§ 1151. DRFINITIONS
As used in thys part:

(1) “Accred®gd veterinarian” means a veterinarian approved by the
United-States U.S. Depytment of Agriculture and the state-veterinarian State
Veterinarian to perform furfgtions specified by cooperative state-federal disease
control programs.

(2) “Animal” or “domestic ajimal” means cattle, sheep, goats, equines,
deer, American bison, swine, poultry, pgeasant, Chukar partridge, Coturnix
quail, psittacine birds, ferrets, camelids, raties (ostriches, rheas, and emus),
and water buffalo. The term shall include cultted treut fish propagated by
commercial trout fish farms.

(3) “Approved slaughterhouse” means an establi$gment maintained by a
slaughterer under state State or federal law.

(4) “Camelids” means any animal of the family camelid®, including;
but-netlimited-to; guanacos, vicunas, camels, alpacas, and llamas.

(5) “Coggins test” means the agar gel immunodiffusion blood te

conducted in a laboratory approved by the United-States U.S. Department 8

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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M “Contagious disease,” “communicable-disease,” “infectious disease,”
or “disease§means any disease found in domestic animals which that is

capable of dire¥¢ly or indirectly spreading from one domestic animal to

another with-or wifout-actual contact. “Contagious disease” includes;-butis
not-limited-to; all repofMgble diseases.

8)(7) “Deer” meansygny member of the family cervidae except for

white-tailed deer and moose.

(8) “Domestic fowl” or “potlgry”” means all domesticated birds of all
ages that may be used as human food, & which produce eggs that may be used
as human food, excluding those birds protc§ged by 10 V.S.A. part 4.

(9) “Equine animal” means any member¥%f the family equidae,

including;-butnetlimited-to; horses, ponies, mules¥gsses, and zebra.

2) “Fallow deer” means domesticated deer of the genus Dama, spc§ies

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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(11) “Red deer” means domesticated deer of the family cervidae,

subfa cervidae, genus Cervus, species elaphus.

(12) %Reactor” means an animal that tests positive to any official test

required under'%his chapter.

A4(13) “Rdgortable disease” means any disease determined included in

the National List of Refprtable Animal Diseases and any disease required by

the seeretary Secretary by Mgle to be reportable. to-be-areportable-disease-or
ned in the followine List

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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(14) “Secretary” means the SecretarWof Agriculture, Food and Markets

or designee.

§ 1152. ADMINISTRATION; INSPECTION; TEM{]ING

(a) The seeretary Secretary shall be responsible for'$he administration and
enforcement of the livestock disease control program. The%eeretary Secretary

may appoint the state-veterinarian State Veterinarian to managcqhe program,

and other personnel as are necessary for the sound administration o%the
program.

(b) The seeretary Secretary shall maintain a public record of all permit
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The seeretary Secretary may conduct any inspections, investigations,
tests, diggnoses, or other reasonable steps necessary to discover and eliminate
contagiousWiseases existing in domestic animals er-cultured-trout in this state

State. The Sec¥etary shall investigate any reports of diseased animals,

provided there are &lequate resources. In carrying out the provisions of this

part, the Secretary or h% or her authorized agent may enter any real estate,

premises, buildings, enclosWres, or areas where animals may be found for the

purpose of making reasonable Mgspections and tests. A livestock owner or the

person in possession of the animal W be inspected, upon request of the

Secretary, shall restrain the animal and%pake it available for inspection and

testing.
(d) The seeretary Secretary may contract ary cooperate with the United
States U.S. Department of Agriculture and, other f8geral agencies or other

states, and accredited veterinarians for the control and &adication of

contagious diseases of animals. The seeretary Secretary sh§ll consult and

cooperate, as appropriate, with the commissioner-o

commisstoner-ofhealth Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife and the

Commissioner of Health regarding the control of contagious diseases.

(e) Ifnecessary, the seeretary Secretary shall set priorities for the use offghe

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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of this-title Records

produced or acquirlid by the Secretary under this chapter shall be available to

the public, except that Wge Secretary may withhold or redact a record to the

extent needed to avoid disc¥sing directly or indirectly the identity of

individual persons, households¥or businesses.

§ 1153. RULES

(a) The Secretary shall adopt rules Mgcessary for the discovery, control, and
eradication of contagious diseases and for My¢ slaughter, disposal, quarantine,
vaccination, and transportation of animals fourf§ to be diseased or exposed to a
contagious disease. The Secretary may also adopt Wles requiring the
disinfection and sanitation of real estate, buildings, velfgles, containers, and
equipment which that have been associated with diseased [f¥gestock.

(b) The Secretary shall adopt rules establishing fencing and¥ransportation
requirements for deer.

(c) The Secretary shall adopt rules necessary for the inventory, regi$gration,

tracking, and testing of deer.

VT LEG #320710 v.6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 22 of 107

available forinspection-and-testing. [Kgpealed.

§ 1154a. TESTING OF CULTURED FISMRAND FEE FISHING
BUSINESSES
(@) Health testing of cultured fish shall may be Wgovided to commercial fish
farms and fee fishing businesses through an aquacultur§inspection program

conducted jointly by the agency-ofagriculture; food-and m¥gkets Agency of

Agriculture, Food and Markets and the departmento h and Waildlife

Department of Fish and Wildlife, in accordance with any memoran§um of

understanding between the ageney Agency and department Departmen

prepared for this purpose as required by See-—88-of No-50-of the-Acts-of 191

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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joilgly from the operating budgets of the ageney-ofagriculture,food-and

ety Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets and the departmentoffish

and-wildlif§ Department of Fish and Wildlife.

§ 1155. FTUBERCULOSISNESTING
of to c est-eligiBle cattle are to-be tested: [Repealed. ]

§ 1157. QUARANTINE
(a) The seeretary Secretary may order any dom8gtic animals, the premises
upon which they are or have been located, any animal fgoducts derived from
those domestic animals, and any equipment, materials, or pyoducts to which
they have been exposed to be placed in quarantine if the anima¥
(1) are affected with a contagious disease;
(2) have been exposed to a contagious disease;

(3) may be infected with or have been exposed to a contagious disea¥g;
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if S%gughtered, to be adulterated within the meaning of chapter 204 of this
title; o

(5) ¢ owned or controlled by a person who has violated any provision
of this part, an8the seeretary Secretary finds that a quarantine is necessary to
protect the public Wglfare.

(b) Once a quarantf¢ has been ordered, no animal under quarantine shall
be removed from the premMes where it is located. The seeretary Secretary
may limit or prevent other anirfgls from being brought onto the same premises
as the quarantined animal.

(c) A verbal quarantine order shall %¢ effective immediately. Netice
Written notice of quarantine shall be deliveed by certified mail, registered
mail, or in person to the owner of the animals dgto the person in possession of
the animals, or if the owner or person in possessiorgs unknown, by publication
in a newspaper of general circulation in the area. The Mgtice shall include:

(1) a description of the subject of the quarantine;

(2) an explanation of why the quarantine is necessary;

(3) the duration of the quarantine, or what condition must bcnet to lift
the quarantine, including conditions for the repopulation of the premisdgand

disinfection of equipment, materials, and products;

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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inf&mation; and
W a statement that the person may request a hearing on the quarantine
order.

(d) The see¥gtary Secretary may use placards or any other method deemed
necessary to give n§tice or warning to the general public of the quarantine.

(e) Within 15 days & receiving notice, a person subject to a quarantine
order may request a hearin&to be held by the seeretary Secretary. The hearing
shall be held within 60 days frO the date of the request unless the seeretary
Secretary has determined that a lorfger period is necessary because of the
extent of the outbreak of disease, in wich case the hearing shall be held as
soon as practicable. A request for a hearin®shall not stay the quarantine order.

(f) It shall be unlawful to violate the terms & a quarantine order issued
pursuant to this section. Any person who knowing¥ violates a quarantine
order shall be subject to a fine of not more than $5,0000; or imprisonment
for not more than six months, or both. Any person who kn§wingly violates a
quarantine order and causes the spread of a contagious disease ¥¢yond the
quarantined premises shall be subject to a fine of not more than $1%000.00; or
imprisonment of for not more than two years, or both.

§ 1158. QUARANTINE BISTRICT ZONE
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thr@ughout an area of the state State and that a quarantine distriet zone is
necessdgy to contain or prevent the further spread of the disease.

(b) In c¥ablishing a quarantine distriet zone, the seeretary Secretary may,
by order:

(1) regulate,%estrict, or restrain movements of animals, animal products,

or vehicles and equipnint associated with animals or animal products into, out

of, or within the district zoNg;

(2) detain all animals wi%gin the district-which zone that might be
infected with or have been exposedo the disease for examination at any place
specified by the quarantine order; and

(3) take other necessary steps to preWgnt the spread of and eliminate the
disease within the quarantine district zone.

(c) The seeretary Secretary shall notify the pub¥g of the existence,
location, and terms of a quarantine distriet zone, in a ner deemed
appropriate under the circumstances. To-the-extent-that-sudgnotice-is-possible;

the secretary-shall The Secretary may also notify by certified nWil or in person,

the owner or person in possession of any animal or animals which #gust be
detained or otherwise regulated within the distriet zone.
(d) It shall be unlawful to violate the terms of a quarantine distriet zon¢c
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$5400.00; or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both. Any
personho knowingly violates a quarantine distriet zone order and causes the
spread of a%gontagious disease beyond the quarantine district shall be subject to
a fine of not m¥e than $15,000.00; or imprisonment of for not more than two
years, or both.

§ 1159. DISPOSAL O DISEASED ANIMALS

(a) The seeretary Secre®yry may condemn and order destroyed any animal
that is infected with or has beefyexposed to a contagious disease. An order to
destroy an animal shall be based ora determination that the destruction of the
animal is necessary to prevent or contr® the spread of the disease. The
secretary Secretary shall order any condemWed animal to be destroyed and
disposed of in accordance with approved meth®s as-specified-byrule. The
seeretary’s Secretary’s order may extend to some oall of the animals on the
affected premises.

(b) The seeretary Secretary may order that any real profgrty, building,
vehicle, piece of equipment, container, or other article associat®] with a
diseased animal be disinfected and sanitized. Any cost of disinfect¥gn incurred
by the seeretary Secretary shall be deducted from any compensation pa¥g to an

animal owner under this section.

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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or-cach purebid or $200.00-for each-srade-animal Compensation shall be

determined on a ca¥e-by-case basis as funds allow.
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(1) the-owner-ofan-animal-destroyed for brucellosis-is-in-coMypliance

VT LEG #320710 v.6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 29 of 107

anMgal;

(W(2) all other state applicable State or federal livestock laws statutes

=

rules, or re§ulations have been complied with by the owner or person in

possession of tRg animal;

A)(3) there ¥e sufficient state State funds appropriated for this
purpose; and

5)(4) in the case of §person who has made a claim for compensation
under this section within the pr§yious two years, the seeretary Secretary
determines that adequate measuresWyere taken to prevent the reintroduction of

contagious diseases into that person’s gd or flock.

O
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@)(e) It shall be unlawful to violate the terms of an order iSed pursuant
to subsection (a) or (b) of this section. Any person who knowinglyiolates an
order issued pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be sullect to
a fine of not more than $5,000.00; or imprisonment for not more than six
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dis¥gse shall be subject to a fine of not more than $15,000.00; or imprisonment
of for Mgt more than two years, or both.

@)(f) ANdestruction order, whether verbal or written, shall take effect

immediately ofynotice to the owner or the person in possession of the animal
or animals, if the oWgner or person in possession is known. The notice shall be
given by certified mail%yr in person. Within 15 days of receiving the notice,
the owner or person in pos¥gssion may request a hearing to be held by the
seeretary Secretary. The hearifg shall be held within 60 days from the date of
the request unless the seeretary Sechetary has determined that a longer period
is necessary because of the extent of th&outbreak of disease, in which case the
hearing shall be held as soon as practicable® A request for a hearing shall not
stay the destruction order.

§ 1160. APPROPRIATIONS; EMERGENCY OUR{BREAK OF

CONTAGIOUS DISEASE
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prc%ailing among domestic animals outside the state State, the seeretary
SecretMy may take such action and issue-such adopt emergency rules as are
necessary t§prevent the introduction or spread of the disease.
§ 1161. FEES§OR TESTING

(@) The secretaMg Secretary may assess fees necessary to cover the cost of

testing peultry domesti§animals for contagious diseases.
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§ 1162. REPORT OF DISEASE
(a) All accredited veterinarians and-persons-operating-animal-diseas

diagnostic-laborateries shall immediately report the discovery of any dome¥ic
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chgter. A veterinarian shall immediately report any sudden unexplained

morbidiy or mortality in a herd or flock located within the State. The report

shall be m#e to the state-veterinarian State Veterinarian and shall specify the

location physiCll address where the animal is located, identification, and

description of the 8imals; the disease invelved; or condition suspected or

diagnosed; and the nan¥% and, mailing address, and telephone number of the

owner or person in possessign of the animal.

(b) All persons operating dfenostic laboratories shall immediately report

the diagnosis of any domestic ani within this State that has a reportable

disease as specified by this chapter. TIM report shall be made to the State

Veterinarian and, in addition to the inform@#on required under subsection (a)

of this section, shall include a copy of the test &gart pertaining to the animal in

question.

§ 1163. ADDITIONAL VIOLATIONS

(a) A person who knowingly commits any of the follow§ng acts shall be

aaVatakda O hred-hno mMore -_,-";\ ATATANATA O
5

5

both assessed an administrative penalty under section 15 of this tit|/&for:

(1) te-transpert transporting an animal affected with, or exposed%p, a

contagious disease without first obtaining the permission of the seeretary
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putguant to this chapter;

D—to-advertise el oroffer advertising, selling, or offering for sale as

tested under state or federafsupervision any eattle-which-do domestic animal

that does not come from herds %gat are under state or federal supervision;
5)(4) te-fail failing to reportthe discovery of a reportable disease as
required by section 1162 of this title;
6)(5) to-interfere interfering with oMhinder hindering the work of the
secretary Secretary or his or her agents pursuarfgto this chapter.

(b) A person who knowingly commits any of tif following acts shall be
imprisoned not more than two years; or fined not more%han $15,000.00, or
both for:

(1) te-mpert importing into this state State any animal iected with or
exposed to a contagious disease;

(2) to-sell-oroffer selling or offering for sale for food purposes %y

animal; or animal carcass; condemned under the provisions of this chapter,
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§ %04. CIVIL PENALTIES

(a) W\ person who violates any provision of this chapter or the rules adopted
under this &apter, or who commits any of the acts described in section 1163 of
this title shall additionto-any-other penalty be subjectto-a-civil penaltyo

not-more-than-$5;080-00 be assessed an administrative penalty under section

15 of this title. Each viglation shall be a separate and distinct offense and, in
the case of a continuing vidation, each day’s continuance thereof shall be

deemed a separate and distinct §ffense. Inne-eventshall-the-cumulative

(b) The seeretary Secretary may, inhe name of the ageney Agency of

Agriculture, Food and Markets, obtain a teMgporary or permanent injunction to

restrain a violation of this chapter.

(c) After notice and opportunity for hearing, th&seeretary Secretary may
suspend or revoke any license issued pursuant to chapt®gs 63 and 65 of this
title for any violation of this chapter.

§ 1165. TESTING OF CAPTIVE DEER

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Captive deer operation” means a place where deer are privagly or

publicly maintained, in an artificial manner, or held for economic or other

UL pPuU W d P U U U Jd
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spoggiform encephalopathy.

(b) Yesting. A person operating a captive deer operation under the
jurisdictiorpf the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall inform the
Secretary wherla captive deer in his or her control dies or is sent to slaughter.
The person operatiMg the captive deer operation shall make the carcass of a

deceased or slaughtere@animal available to the Secretary for testing for CWD.

P
W,

)
B
D

e»)]
D

»)
D

Subchapter 2. Equig Infectious Anemia
§ 1181. CERTIFICATION REQUIRED
(a) Any equine animal imported into %he state State or transported
through the state State shall be accompanied by a Ngtificate-of veterin

inspeection Certificate of Veterinarian Inspection. The rtificate shall state

that the equine animal has been tested negative to equine ifectious anemia
(EIA) by an accredited veterinarian.

(b) Any equine animal purchased, sold, offered for sale, barterdi,
exchanged, or given away within the state State, or imported for one oMghese

purposes, shall be tested by an accredited veterinarian and certified as negd¥ve
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int8&tious anemia shall not be required where when:
the transfer of ownership is between the owner of the animal and his
or her spoul, child, or sibling and where the animal is not moved to new

premises;

1AO0D O—en e al oha nte ed-anima doe
o O - cl L e 0 cl Sav,

e infect; ia: or
3)(2) the animal is consigndy directly to slaughter.

(c) Whenever the secretary Secretag has reason to believe that any equine
animal has been exposed to equine infectio%s anemia and that the animal may
pose a threat to other equine animals, the secre®ry Secretary may require that
the animal be tested for equine infectious anemia b%an accredited veterinarian

or full-time-state State or federal employee veterinariatggpproved by the

Secretary.

(d) The seeretary Secretary may require by rule that any eq¥ne animal
transported to any fair, show, competition, or other gathering of eqlgne
animals be accompanied by a certificate which that states that the equir§

animal has been tested and found negative to equine infectious anemia.

VT LEG #320710 v.6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 37 of 107

cerfication of equine animals shall be accomplished.

(f) She secretary Secretary shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter
25; for the Wurchase by a livestock dealer for resale or for slaughter; of equine
not known to btested for equine infectious anemia, as authorized by
subsection (b) of tifg section. The rules shall include specifications governing
equine quarantine facil¥ges, procedures for equine animals of unknown EIA
status intended for resale tOype retested, procedures for handling equine
animals of unknown EIA statuSurchased for slaughter, and record keeping

record-keeping requirements for livgstock dealers.

§ 1182. TESTING OF EQUINE ANIMALS
(a) Testing of equine animals for equin&infectious anemia shall be done by

an accredited graduate veterinarian licensed in %ge State by means of a Coggins

test or other test acceptable to the seeretary Secretaly, at the owner’s expense.
(b) Any equine animal found to be a reactor by medgs of a test under

subsection (a) of this section shall be administered a secon®gest within

72 -hours-of receipt-of the results-of the first-test in accordance With the

applicable State and federal statutes, rules, or regulations.

(c) Any equine animal found to be a reactor shall be quarantined in
accordance with instructions of the secretary Secretary between receipt of
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arc§nade for disposition of the animal in accordance with section 1183 of this
title.
(d) Anyyeterinarian who identifies an equine animal as a reactor shall

report that anirgl to the seeretary Secretary in a form and manner to be

prescribed by rule & the secretary Secretary.
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§ 1183. DISPOSITION OF REACTO

(a) Any equine animal identified as a ré§ctor through testing as provided in
subsections 1182(a) and (b) of this title shall b&umanely destroyed within
seven days of the second test. The destruction of tBg animal shall be by an
aceredited-graduate a licensed veterinarian;-or-by-any-o€ger-personif and shall
be observed by the seeretary Secretary or an agent of the Uiited-States U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this sectin, a
reactor may be transported to an approved slaughterhouse or research t¥¢ility

where authorized by written permission of the seeretary Secretary. In granfng
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Any person;-including-an-aceredited-graduate licensed veterinarian;

who dSyroys any equine animal in accordance with the provisions of this
section sha%, immediately report the destruction of the animal to the seeretary
even-days Secretary.

(d) As an alterr§tive to the destruction of animals under the provisions of
subsections (a) and (b)%f this section, reactors may be isolated permanently
under quarantine from all Jgher equine animals and shall be conspicuously
freezebranded with the letters "gIA.” In no case shall this action be delayed
for more than two weeks. The qualgntine shall apply to all equine animals on
the premises where the reactor is locatdy; and shall remain in effect until the
reactor is destroyed or isolated under quard§tine and the remaining equine
animals are tested and found to be negative.

(e) The provisions of this section shall be implcgented by rule of the

secretary Secretary.

§ 1184. PENALTIES

AN Nne on ava 1olate hse
Y VvV o—V cl cav, -, o d DG e O

less-than-$500.00-ner-mere-than-$2,500.00. Any person who viola¥s the
provisions of section 1181, 1182, or subsection 1183(b),(e);-or(d) of tiys title

shall be-fined-notmore-than-$500.-00 shall be assessed an administrative
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CHAPTER 107. IMPORTS-AND-EXPORTS MOVEMENT OF

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

§ 1459. DRFINITIONS

As used in ths chapter:

(1) “Commexgial slaughter facility” shall have the same meaning as

“commercial slaughterMpuse” set forth in section 3302 of this title.

(2) “Livestock” shalhave the same meaning as set forth in section 3302

of this title.

(3) “Poultry” shall have the %ame meaning as set forth in section 3302

of this title.

(4) “Reactor” means livestock or potltry that test positive to a test

required under this chapter.

(5) “Suspect” means livestock or poultry tha%are tested under a

requirement in this chapter and are not classified as tesWg positive or

negative.

§ 1460. INTERSTATE MOVEMENT; ADMINISTRATION

(a) In order to implement the requirements of this chapter and gapter 63

of this title related to the licensing of livestock businesses, the Secretarfof

Agriculture, Food and Markets shall require importers of livestock or poulth

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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anWfuture amendments to the rule.

(b) % order to prevent the introduction or spread of contagious disease, or

to ensure adequate animal traceability within this State, the Secretary may

adopt rules to kandate stricter movement requirements than those required by

the U.S. Departme® of Agriculture Animal Disease Traceability rule.

§ 1461. IMPORT ANBEXPORT DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED

(a) Import permit. Ne-Persen

~or-cause The Secretary of

Agriculture, Food and MarketsWnay require a person who imports or causes to

be imported into this State; any dofestic animal except dogs and cats;-witheut
to first ebtaining obtain an import pern¥ from the Secretary, except as the
Secretary may provide by rule. Permits sh&ll be issued onformsprovided in a

manner approved by the Secretary. Within-ten¥ays-of importin

«»]
«»]

B
«»)]
)

D
«»]

VT LEG #320710 v.6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497

2017 Page 42 of 107
cerWficate-of veterinary-inspection Certificate of Veterinary Inspection, exeept
of this-titleNand except as the Secretary may provide by rule. The certificate

shall be issued%y an accredited and licensed veterinarian in the state; or
country; of origin. Y he certificate shall contain a statement by the chief

livestock-official StateWynimal Health Official for that state certifying that the

veterinarian who executed We certificate is licensed to practice veterinary
medicine in that state or countr¥gand is accredited by the U.S. Department of

Agriculture to sign eertificate-of vegrinary-inspection a Certificate of

Veterinary Inspection. The certificate Sgall be issued electronically or on a

form prescribed by the state of origin; and $gclare that all of the animals listed
have been inspected, tested, or both inspected Md tested, as required by the

laws-of Vermeont applicable State and federal statut®, rules, and regulations.

The certificate shall also set forth the name and addresf the owner of any
animal transferred pursuant to the certificate. One copy of%ae certificate shall
accompany the animals during transportation, and one copy sh# be filed with

the Secretary. A Certificate of Veterinary Inspection that is issued

electronically shall meet the data standards established by the National

Assembly of State Animal Health Officials in consultation with the U.S.

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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thi%section transactions concerning domestic animals transported into this
State f@ immediate slaughter. A person who so imports an animal without a
permit and$ben does not immediately slaughter the animal shall be subject to
the provisions & this section.

(d) Exportation® A person wishing to export domestic animals to another

state or country shall c®&nply with all the requirements of that state or country

for the importation of dom®tic animals.

§ 1461a. INTRASTATE MOVE T

(a) The Secretary of Agricultur® Food and Markets shall require all

livestock being transported within the $ate to satisfy the requirements for

official identification for interstate movem@at under the U.S. Department of

Agriculture Animal Disease Traceability rule, %C.F.R. part 86, including any

future amendments to the rule, prior to leaving thegremises of origin,

regardless of the reason for movement or duration of alsence from the

premises.

(b) Livestock transported from the premises of origin for ptgposes of

recelving veterinary care at a hospital in this State are exempt fronhe

requirements of subsection (a) of this section, provided that the livesto®k are

returned to the premises of origin immediately following the conclusion ot
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fachity within the State shall not be removed from the facility without the

facility®g owner first obtaining written permission from the State Veterinarian.

For purpos@s of this section, arrival of the conveyance onto facility property

constitutes tram§port to a slaughter facility, regardless of whether the animals

have been offloade®&or presented for antemortem inspection. The State

Veterinarian may requilg inspection and testing prior to issuing consent for

removal.

(d) Vermont-origin livestochand poultry that are transported to a slaughter

facility outside this State shall not B removed from the facility and returned to

Vermont without the facility’s owner fi¥gt obtaining written permission from

the State Veterinarian. For purposes of thifsection, arrival of the conveyance

onto facility property constitutes transport to a Waughter facility, regardless of

whether the animals have been offloaded or presen®d for antemortem

inspection. The State Veterinarian may require inspect®n and testing prior to

1ssuing consent for removal.

(e) A person shall not transport out-of-state livestock or poWtry into

Vermont for slaughter or other purpose without written consent frolg the State

Veterinarian if the livestock or poultry is classified as a suspect or a red§tor by

the U.S. Department of Agriculture or was exposed to livestock or poultry

VT LEG #320710 v.6
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8 1464 () AR AN N

e seeretary Secretary may require by rule in general, or order in specific
cases, jat any domestic animals animal imported into this state State be placed
in quarantifg
§ 1463. EXAMINATION; RELEASE FROM QUARANTINE

Within a reason®ple time, the secretary Secretary shall examine any
imported domestic aniffal placed in quarantine; and may apply such tests or
retests as the seeretary Secfgtary deems necessary to determine the health of
such the animals. After test or'%gtests ordered by the seeretary Secretary have
been applied, any domestic animal%pund free from contagious or infectious
disease shall be released from quarantifg, unless the seeretary Secretary
determines that the animal may have been 8posed to a contagious disease and
that it is necessary to continue the quarantine ifgorder to prevent the potential
spread of a contagious disease. Any such order sh#y] be made in the manner
provided by section 1157 of this title.

§ 1464. SLAUGHTER; EXPENSES

The seeretary Secretary may take all steps that he or she dec¥gs necessary to
prevent the potential spread of a contagious or an infectious diseas&including
but-netlimited-to; continuing a quarantine order concerning imported dgimals

found to be infected with or exposed to a contagious disease. Where neces¥gry
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antgal imported into the state-which State that is infected with or has been
exposc&to an infectious or contagious disease condemned; and destroyed; and
the carcass¥isposed with, in accordance with the provisions of section 1159 of
this title. The &vner shall bear the expense of detention, examination, test,
and slaughter but mM§¢ the personal expenses of the secretary Secretary.

§ 1466. EXCEPTIO

Nothing in sections 146%1465 of this title shall be construed to apply to the

transportation of domestic anirgls through the state; nor-shall-it-apply-to

Mniion al ava shata
SPeN P O cl otTappry,

meore-than 48 hours State, provided that thdgnimals are not off-loaded within

the State and the premises of the consignee are%got within the State.

§ 1467. TEST AND INSPECTION IN STATE OFMQRIGIN

(a) Any domestic animal brought into the state Stat§shall be tested and
inspected in the state of origin when testing or inspection iSigequired by rule.
Imported domestic animals may be retested at the discretion of%he seeretary
Secretary.

(b) In order to prevent the spread of infections or contagious discas8g, any

domestic animal brought into the state State without having been first teste?

VT LEG #320710 v.6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 47 of 107

Se&etary that the animals have been illegally imported. While in the state
State, e illegally imported domestic animals shall be strictly quarantined. In
the event tigt the domestic animals cannot be returned to the state of origin,
the animals sha#§ may be slaughtered or euthanized within 72 hours of a
determination by tfig secretary Secretary that the animals have been illegally
imported. The owner & the domestic animals shall bear the full expense of
their removal from the stat&State, or destruction, and shall not be entitled to
any compensation from the sta# State.

§ 1468. PERMITS TO PERSONSWYEAR STATE LINE; SECRETARY

GRANT OF PERMISSION O ENTRY DURINGEAIR SEASON

Persons living near the state State line Wigo own or occupy land in an
adjoining state may procure from the seeretary¥gecretary permits to drive,

herd, or transport cattle, horses, or other livestock Bgck and forth to seasonal

pasture and-for-other-purposes or housing, subject to st§h restrictions as the

seeretary Secretary may prescribe by rule or order. The-se®etary-may-make

- The seeretary®ecretary may

grant permission for cattle, horses, or other domestic animals to entr the state

State for exhibition purposes during-the-fair season-and between May MNand

October 31 of any year. The Secretary may make-such adopt rules in
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exMbition purposes.

§ 14698PENALTIES-ILLEGAL IMPORTATION
(a) A p%son engaged in a commercial enterprise who violates a provision
of this chapter,%he rules adopted thereunder, a permit issued pursuant to this

chapter, or an ordeMyssued pursuant to this chapter shall be fined notmore-than

000 00_o mnricoked a’ ava maote han
5 O -, C -, -, oG

or-both may be

5

assessed an administrative Menalty under section 15 of this title.

(b) The seeretary Secretary%ay seek a temporary or permanent injunction
to enforce the provisions of this ch¥gter, the rules adopted under this chapter, a
permit issued pursuant to this chapter, 8 an order issued pursuant to this
chapter.

(c) The seeretary Secretary may suspend orfevoke a license issued under
chapters chapter 63 and-65 of this title for a violati®g of this chapter, the rules
adopted under this chapter, a permit issued pursuant to%is chapter, or an order
issued pursuant to this chapter in accordance with the provi§ons of the

Administrative Procedure Act, 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 of Title 3.

§ 1471 EXPORTAHON

A1 a a
O O
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§ 1475. RULEMAKING
TheWeeretary Secretary may adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this
chapter.

§ 1476. MISURE OR REMOVAL OF OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION

DEVICE?

A person who, with®ut authority from the Secretary, removes or causes to

be removed from an anima®any official identification device as defined in

9 C.F.R. § 86.1, or otherwise nsuses or causes an official identification device

to be misused, may be imprisoned Bot more than one year or fined not more

than $1,000.00, or both.

§ 1477. REVOCATION OF LIVESTOCKNDEALER LICENSE

The Secretary may revoke for a period of o vear the license of a livestock

dealer who has been convicted of a violation of theWgrovisions of section 1476

of this title, and the license shall not be renewed prior & the expiration of one

year from the date of conviction.

Sec. 5. 6 V.S.A. chapter 113 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 113. FEEDING PROHIBITED FOOD WASTE TORSSWINE

§ 1671. DEFINITION

Forthe purpese-of (a) As used in this chapter, “prohibited food waste”
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frolg the meat of any animal ¢, including fish and poultry), or from other

animal%paterial;; or

)
2
9]
ep)

include Material that as, a result of the

handling, preparation, coofng. disposal, or consumption of food, has come

into contact with pre- or post-c@asumer waste material derived in whole or in

part from the meat of any animal, M¢cluding fish or poultry, or from other

animal material.

(b) The term “prohibited food waste” sBgll not include the following:

(1) waste Waste from ordinary househol&operations which that is fed
directly to swine raised exclusively for the use in tig household of the owner
of the swine by members of the household and nonpayMgg guests and
employees; and

(2) Processed dairy products.

§ 1672. FEEDING OF PROHIBITED FOOD WASTE
No person shall feed prohibited food waste to swine or supply prohi§jted

food waste to others for the purpose of feeding it to swine.
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ets-or- United-States Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or

U.S. D¥partment of Agriculture is authorized to enter at reasonable times upon
any privatcNr public property for the purpose of inspecting and investigating
the allegations §f feeding of prohibited food waste to swine.
§ 1676. REGULAYONS; COOPERATION WITH UNITED STATES

The ageney Agency%s charged with administration and enforcement of the

provisions of this chapter, 3gd is authorized to adopt rules and enforce all rules

State and federal laws, rules, aMg regulations which that it deems necessary to

carry out the purposes of this chap®y. The ageney Agency is authorized to

cooperate with the United-States-agencWofagriculture U.S. Department of

Agriculture.

§ 1677. PENALTIES

A person who violates any of the provisions of; § who fails to perform any
duty imposed by this chapter; or who violates any rule % regulation adopted
hereunder shall- be-fined notless-than $10.00-normoretharR$100.00 foreach

offense shall be assessed an administrative penalty under sectiof 15 of this

title. Each day upon which such violation occurs constitutes a sep§ate
offense. In addition thereto, such the person may be enjoined from furtiger

violation. The secretarvmayv-also-seek administrative penalties under secti®n
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HAPTER 115. VETERINARY MEDICINES PHARMACEUTICALS

§ 1731%SALE, DISTRIBUTION, OR USE
(a) A p®son, firm, or corporation other than a licensed graduate
veterinarian sh@}l not sell, trade, distribute, or use in this state State any

product containing$jve germs, cultures, or virulent products for the treatment

of any domestic animalgvithout first obtaining the-approval-of and-a-permit

ed-b he e efarv.o > e 00d-3nad-m
S o OO

o COCCI Tty oragricultal o

ets written authorization

from the Secretary of Agriculte, Food and Markets.

(b) In no case may a person, firlig, or corporation, including licensed
veterinarians, use or possess virulent 1'% virus hog cholera vaccine.
§ 1732. PENALTIES

A person, firm, or corporation who violates%provision of section 1731 of

thlstltleshallbe onednotmorethan 1 aa¥ati 1a¥alfa nednotmorethan

$200-00-norless-than-$25-00-or-both assessed an admiWgstrative penalty under

section 15 of this title.
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rt. [Repealed.]

the-disposition-of the remainder. [Repealed.]

§ 1735. PENAL
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Sec. 7. REPEAL

6 V.S.A. chapter 109 (ear tags) is repealed.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

v
U U Py U

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. chapter 63 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 63. LIVESTOCK DEALERS LIVESTOCK-RELATED

BUSINESSES, AUCTIONS, AND SALES RINGS
§ 761. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
(1) “Livestock” means cattle, horses, sheep, swine, goats, camelids,
fallow deer; red deer, reindeer, and American bison.
(2) “Livestock dealer” means a person going from place to place

buying, selling, or transporting livestock, or operating a livestock auction or

sales ring, either on their the person’s own account or on commission, except
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(A) a federal agency, including any department, division, or

authority within the agency, or

(B) a nonprofit association approved by the Secretary.

(3) “Packer” means a livestock dealer who is solely involved in the
purchase of livestock for purpose of slaughter at his or her own slaughter
facility.

(4)  “Person” means any individual, partnership, unincorporated
association, or corporation.

(5) “Transporter” means a livestock dealer who limits his or her activity
to transporting livestock for remuneration. A transporter cannot buy or sell
livestock and is not required to be bonded.

§762. LICENSE; FEE
(a) A person shall not carry on the business of a livestock dealer, packer,

or transporter without first obtaining a license from the Secretary of

Agriculture, Food and Markets. Before the issuance of suech a license, such
dealer a person shall file with the Secretary an application for such a license
on forms provided by the Agency. Each application shall be accompanied by a
fee of 8175.00 for persons—who—buy—and-sell-or-auction-livestock; livestock
dealers and packers and $100.00 for persons—who—onb—transportiivestock
commerciatly livestock transporters.

(b) The Secretary may deny any application for a livestock dealer-s dealer,
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packer, or transporter license, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing,

whenever the applicant is a person or a representative of a person who has had

a livestock dealer’s dealer, packer, or transporter license suspended or revoked

by any state, including Vermont, or any foreign country during the preceding
five years or who has been convicted of violating statutes, rules, or regulations
of any state or the federal government pertaining to the sale or transportation
of livestock or the control of livestock disease. The applicant shall be informed
of any denial by letter, which shall include the specific reasons for the denial.
The applicant shall have 15 days in which to petition the Secretary for
reconsideration. The petition shall be submitted in writing, and the Secretary;
in his or her discretion may hold a further hearing on the petition for
reconsideration. Thereafter, the Secretary shall issue or deny the license and
shall inform the applicant in writing of his or her decision and the reasons
therefor.

(c) The Livestock Special Fund is established under and shall be
administered pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5. All funds received
under this section shall be deposited in the Livestock Special Fund for use by
the Agency for administration of livestock programs.

§ 763. EXEMPTIONS FROM LICENSE
The provisions of section 762 of this title relative to requiring a license shall

not apply to a farmer going from place to place buying or selling livestock in

VT LEG #320710 v.6



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 57 of 107
the regular operation of his or her farm business.

§ 764. BOND

(a) Eachlivestock-dealer Before the Secretary issues a livestock dealer or

packer license under this chapter, an applicant shall furnish the seeretary

Secretary with a surety bond in the amount of not less than $10,000.00;

executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this state—and-a-like

[Repealed.]

(c) All livestock-dealers’—and-livestock-auetion bonds required under this

section shall be in such the form as-the-secretary-shall prescribe-and-shall-be
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amount-of-the-bond- required under 9 C.F.R. § 201.30, as amended over time.

In lieu of a surety bond required under this section, the Secretary may accept a

financial instrument or alternate form of surety authorized under 9 C.F.R.

¢ 201.30.

and-(c)-of this-section- [Repealed.]
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(g

days-of-date-of sate- [Repealed.]
§ 765. EXEMPTIONS FROM BOND

as-required-in-section-764-of this-title: [Repealed. ]

§ 767. POSSESSION OF LICENSE, FEES FOR COPIES: EXPIRATION

DATE; LICENSES NOT TRANSFERABLE

(a) A livestock dealer, packer, or transporter shall keep a copy of sueh the

license required under this chapter in his or her possession and-one-niwmber
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agricwltrefood-and-markets. At the time of the initial issuance of the license,

the Secretary shall issue to the dealer, packer, or transporter a unique vehicle

plate for each applicable conveyance used by the licensee to contain or

transport livestock. The dealer, packer, or transporter shall attach the vehicle

plate to each applicable conveyance. All such plates shall be removed from

the vehieles conveyance immediately after expiration of the license.

and-expire-on-June 30 following—They-may A livestock dealer license, packer

license, or transporter license shall not be transferred.
§ 768. DUTIES OF DEALERS, TRANSPORTERS, AND PACKERS

A livestock dealer, transporter, or packer licensed under section 762 of this

title shall:
(1) Maintain in a clean and sanitary condition all premises, buildings,

and conveyances used in the business of dealing—in buying, selling, or

transporting livestock or operating a livestock auction or sales rings.
(2) Submit premises, buildings, and conveyances to inspection and
livestock to inspection and test at any and such times as the seeretary Secretary

may deem it necessary and advisable;.
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(3) Allow no livestock on livestock dealer’s premises from herds or

premises quarantined by the secretary—of—agriculture—food—and—markets;

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(4) Maintain, subject to inspection by the secretary-of-agricultirefood

and-markets Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or his or her agent, a

proper record in

preseribed—under—subehapter2—of-chapter—102—of this—title compliant with

applicable State and federal statutes, rules, and regulations specified by the

Secretary, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal Disease

Traceability rule, 9 C.F.R. part 86.

(5) Abide by such other reasonable rules and-regulations—which that
may be isswed adopted by the secretary—of-agriculture,food—and-markets

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets to prevent the spread of disease. A

copy of sueh all applicable rules and-—vregulations shall be provided to all

livestock dealers, packers, and transporters licensed under the terms of section

762 of this title, at the time they first obtain a license.
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(6) Pay the seller within 72 hours following the sale of the animal or

animals.

(7)

staughtering facility- [Repealed.]

§ 769. CANCELLATION OF LICENSE

Failure of any livestock dealer, transporter, or packer to abide by the terms

of this chapter, or of any of the State or federal laws, rules, or regulations

relating to livestock, or of sueh a procedure as that the secretary-of-agriclture;

food-and-markets-deems Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets adopts as

necessary to prevent the spread of disease, shall be deemed sufficient cause
after notice and hearing for the cancellation of a license issued under section
762 of this title.

§ 770. PENALTY

Any livestock dealer, transporter, or packer who buys, sells, or transports

livestock in this state State or operates a livestock auction or sales ring without

having a license so to do, issued either to such person or to the firm or

corporation which that he or she represents in conducting such business, as

an administrative penalty under section 15 of this title.
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[Repealed.]

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 64 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 64. LIVESTOCK CARE STANDARDS
ADVISORY COUNCIL
§ 791. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
(1) “Agency” means the agency—of-agriculture—food—and markets

Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(2)  “Council” means the livestock—care—standards—advisory—council

Livestock Care Standards Advisory Council.

(3) “Livestock” means cattle, calves, sheep, swine, horses, mules, goats,
fallow deer, American bison, poultry, and any other animal that can or may be

used in and for the preparation of meat, fiber, or poultry products.

(4) “Secretary” means the secretary—of-agriculture—food-and-markets
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Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

§792. ESTABLISHMENT OF LIVESTOCK CARE STANDARDS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

(a) There is established alivestock—care—standards—advisory—council the

Livestock Care Standards Advisory Council for the purposes of evaluating the

laws of the state State and of providing policy recommendations regarding the

care, handling, and well-being of livestock in the state State. The livestock

care-standards—advisory—council Livestock Care Standards Advisory Council

shall be composed of the following members, all of whom shall be residents of
Vermont:

(1) The secretary-of-agriculturefood-and-markets Secretary, who shall
serve as the ehair Chair of the eouncil Council.

(2) The state-veterinarian State Veterinarian.

(3) The following six members appointed by the governor Governor:
(A) A person with knowledge of food safety and food safety
regulation in the state State.
(B) A person from a statewide organization that represents the beef
industry.
(C) A Vermont licensed livestock or poultry veterinarian.
(D) A representative of an agricultural department of a Vermont

college or university.
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(E) A representative of the Vermont slaughter industry.
(F) A representative of the Vermont livestock dealer, hauler, or
auction industry.
(4) The following three members appointed by the committee—on

committees Committee on Committees.:

(A) A producer of species other than bovidae.
(B) An operator of a medium farm or large farm permitted by the
ageney Agency.
(C) A professional in the care and management of equines and
equine facilities.
(5) The following three members appointed by the speaker-of-the-house

Speaker of the House:

(A) An operator of a small Vermont dairy farm.

(B) A representative of a local humane society er-erganization from

Vermont registered-with-the-agency and organized under state State law.

(C) A person with experience investigating charges of animal cruelty
involving livestock, provided that no such person who has received or is
receiving compensation from a national humane society or organization may
be appointed under this subdivision.

(b) Members of the board Council shall be appointed for staggered terms

of three years. Except for the chair Chair, the state—veterinarian State
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Veterinarian, and the representative of the agricultural department of a
Vermont college or university, no member of the eeuneil Council may serve for

more than six two consecutive years full terms. Eight members of the council

Council shall constitute a quorum. If a vacancy on the Council occurs, a new

member shall be appointed, in the same manner that his or her predecessor

was appointed, to fill the unexpired term.

(c) With the concurrence of the ehair Chair, the eouncil Council may use
the services and staff of the ageney Agency in the performance of its duties.
§ 793. POWERS AND DUTIES OF LIVESTOCK CARE STANDARDS
ADVISORY COUNCIL
(a) The Council shall:

(1) Review and evaluate the laws and rules of the State applicable to the
care and handling of livestock. In conducting the evaluation required by this
section, the Council shall consider the following:

(A) the overall health and welfare of livestock species;

(B) agricultural best management practices,

(C) biosecurity and disease prevention;

(D) animal morbidity and mortality data;

(E) food safety practices;

(F) the protection of local and affordable food supplies for

consumers,; and
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(G) humane transport and slaughter practices.

(2) Submit policy recommendations to the Secretary on any of the
subject matter set forth under subdivision (1) of this subsection. A copy of the
policy recommendations submitted to the Secretary shall be provided to the
House Committee on Agriculture and Ferest-Produets Forestry and the Senate
Committee on Agriculture. Recommendations may be in the form of proposed
legislation. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to be made under this subdivision.

(3) Meet at least annually and at such other times as the Chair
determines to be necessary.

(4) Submit minutes of the Council annually, on or before January 135, to
the House Committee on Agriculture and Ferest-Products Forestry and the
Senate Committee on Agriculture.  The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d)
(expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under
this subdivision.

(b) The Council may engage in education and outreach activities related to
the laws and regulations for the care and handling of livestock. The Council
may accept funds from public or private sources in compliance with
32V.SA. §5.

Sec. 3. 6 V.S.A. chapter 102 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 102. CONTROL OF CONTAGIOUS
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LIVESTOCK DISEASES
Subchapter 1. General Provisions
§ 1151. DEFINITIONS

As used in this part:

(1) “Accredited veterinarian” means a veterinarian approved by the
United States U.S. Department of Agriculture and the stateveterinarian State
Veterinarian to perform functions specified by cooperative state-federal
disease control programs.

(2) “Animal” or “domestic animal” means cattle, sheep, goats, equines,
deer, American bison, swine, poultry, pheasant, Chukar partridge, Coturnix
quail, psittacine birds, ferrets, camelids, ratites (ostriches, rheas, and emus),
and water buffalo. The term shall include cultured trout fish propagated by
commercial trout fish farms.

(3) “Approved slaughterhouse” means an establishment maintained by
a slaughterer under state State or federal law.

(4) “Camelids” means any animal of the family camelidae, including;
butnotlimited-to; guanacos, vicunas, camels, alpacas, and llamas.

(5) “Coggins test” means the agar gel immunodiffusion blood test

conducted in a laboratory approved by the United-States U.S. Department of

Agriculture and the seeretary Secretary.
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markets—or-his-or-her-designee-
2 “Contagious disease,” - ] 1 " “infectious

disease,” or “disease” means any disease found in domestic animals which

that is capable of directly or indirectly spreading from one domestic animal to

another with-or-without-actual-contact. “Contagious disease” includes;—but-is
notlimited to; all reportable diseases.

8)7) “Deer” means any member of the family cervidae except for

white-tailed deer and moose.

(8) “Domestic fowl” or “poultry” means all domesticated birds of all
ages that may be used as human food, or which produce eggs that may be used
as human food, excluding those birds protected by 10 V.S.A. part 4.

(9)  “Equine animal” means any member of the family equidae,

including-but-notlimited-to; horses, ponies, mules, asses, and zebra zebras.

2} “Fallow deer” means domesticated deer of the genus Dama,

species dama.

6 12
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(11) “Red deer” means domesticated deer of the family cervidae,

subfamily cervidae, genus Cervus, species elaphus.

(12) “Reactor” means an animal that tests positive to any official test

required under this chapter:

H4)(13) “Reportable disease” means any disease determined included

in the National List of Reportable Animal Diseases and any disease required

by the seeretary Secretary by rule to-be-areportable-disease-or-contained-in
he followine List:
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tailed-deer-and-moose to be reportable.

(14) “Secretary’” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets

or designee.

§ 1152. ADMINISTRATION; INSPECTION; TESTING

(a) The secretary Secretary shall be responsible for the administration and
enforcement of the livestock disease control program. The seeretary Secretary

may appoint the state-veterinarian State Veterinarian to manage the program,

and other personnel as are necessary for the sound administration of the
program.
(b) The secretary Secretary shall maintain a public record of all permits

issued and of all animals tested by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and

Markets under this chapter for a period of three five years.
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(c) The seeretary Secretary may conduct any inspections, investigations,
tests, diagnoses, or other reasonable steps necessary to discover and eliminate
contagious diseases existing in domestic animals or-cultured-trout in this state

State.  The Secretary shall investicate any reports of diseased animals,

provided there are adequate resources. In carrying out the provisions of this

part, the Secretary or his or her authorized agent may enter any real estate,

premises, buildings, enclosures, or areas where animals may be found for the

purpose of making reasonable inspections and tests. A livestock owner or the

person in possession of the animal to be inspected, upon request of the

Secretary, shall restrain the animal and make it available for inspection and

testing.

(d) The seeretary Secretary may contract and cooperate with the United
States U.S. Department of Agriculture and, other federal agencies or other

states, and accredited veterinarians for the control and eradication of

contagious diseases of animals. The seeretary Secretary shall consult and

cooperate, as appropriate, with the commissioner-of-fish-and-wildlife-and-the
commissioner—of—-health Commissioners of Fish and Wildlife and of Health

regarding the control of contagious diseases.
(e) If necessary, the seeretary Secretary shall set priorities for the use of the

funds available to operate the program established by this chapter.

VT LEG #320710 v.6



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 74 of 107

purposes-deseribed-in-section1153-ofthis-title Records produced or acquired

by the Secretary under this chapter shall be available to the public, except that

the Secretary may withhold or redact a record to the extent needed to avoid

disclosing directly or indirectly the identity of individual persons, households,

or businesses.
§ 1153. RULES

(a) The Secretary shall adopt rules necessary for the discovery, control,
and eradication of contagious diseases and for the slaughter, disposal,
quarantine, vaccination, and transportation of animals found to be diseased or
exposed to a contagious disease. The Secretary may also adopt rules requiring
the disinfection and sanitation of real estate, buildings, vehicles, containers,
and equipment which that have been associated with diseased livestock.

(b) The Secretary shall adopt rules establishing fencing and transportation
requirements for deer.

(c) The Secretary shall adopt rules necessary for the inventory, registration,
tracking, and testing of deer.

SIS AINSPECTION AND TESTING
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available for-inspection-and-testing. [Repealed.]

§ 1154a. TESTING OF CULTURED FISH AND FEE FISHING

BUSINESSES
te) Health testing of cultured fish shall may be provided to commercial fish
farms and fee fishing businesses through an aquaculture inspection program
conducted jointly by the agency—of-agriculturefood-and-markets Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets and the department—of—fish—and—wildlife

Department of Fish and Wildlife, in accordance with any memorandum of

understanding between the ageney Agency and department Department

prepared for this purpose as required by See—88-of No—30-of the-Acts-of 1991

Acts and Resolves No. 50, Sec. 88. Such testing shall be at no charge to the

commercial fish farm or fee fishing business. The testing shall be funded
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jointly from the operating budgets of the agency—of-agriculturefood-and

markets Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets and the department-offish

andwildlife Department of Fish and Wildlife.

list of towns within which all test eligible cattle are to be tested. [Repealed. ]

% %k ok

§ 1157. QUARANTINE
(a) The secretary Secretary may ovder any domestic animals, the premises

upon which they are or have been located, any animal products derived from
those domestic animals, and any equipment, materials, or products to which
they have been exposed to be placed in quarantine if the animals:

(1) are affected with a contagious disease;

(2) have been exposed to a contagious disease;,

(3) may be infected with or have been exposed to a contagious disease;

(4) are suspected of having biological or chemical residues, including

antibiotics, in their tissues which that would cause the carcasses of the
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animals, if slaughtered, to be adulterated within the meaning of chapter 204 of
this title; or

(5) are owned or controlled by a person who has violated any provision
of this part, and the seeretary Secretary finds that a quarantine is necessary to
protect the public welfare.

(b) Once a quarantine has been ordered, no animal under quarantine shall
be removed from the premises where it is located. The secretary Secretary may
limit or prevent other animals from being brought onto the same premises as
the quarantined animal.

(c) A verbal quarantine order shall be effective immediately. Netice
Written notice of quarantine shall be delivered by certified mail, registered
mail, or in person to the owner of the animals or to the person in possession of

the animals, or if the owner or person in possession is unknown, by publication

in a newspaper of general circulation in the area. The notice shall include:

(1) a description of the subject of the quarantine;

(2) an explanation of why the quarantine is necessary;

(3) the duration of the quarantine, or what condition must be met to lift
the quarantine, including conditions for the repopulation of the premises and
disinfection of equipment, materials, and products;

(4) the terms of the quarantine;

(5) the name and address of the person to be contacted for further
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information; and

(6) a statement that the person may request a hearing on the quarantine
order.

(d) The seeretary Secretary may use placards or any other method deemed
necessary to give notice or warning to the general public of the quarantine.

(e) Within 15 days of receiving notice, a person subject to a quarantine
order may request a hearing to be held by the seeretary Secretary. The hearing
shall be held within 60 days from the date of the request unless the secretary
Secretary has determined that a longer period is necessary because of the
extent of the outbreak of disease, in which case the hearing shall be held as
soon as practicable. A request for a hearing shall not stay the quarantine
order.

(f) It shall be unlawful to violate the terms of a quarantine order issued
pursuant to this section. Any person who knowingly violates a quarantine
order shall be subject to a fine of not more than $5,000.00; or imprisonment
for not more than six months, or both. Any person who knowingly violates a
quarantine order and causes the spread of a contagious disease beyond the
quarantined premises shall be subject to a fine of not more than $15,000.00; or
imprisonment of for not more than two years, or both.

§ 1158. QUARANTINE DISTRICT ZONE

(a) The secretary Secretary may establish a quarantine distriet zone
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whenever it is determined that a contagious disease is widely spread
throughout an area of the state State and that a quarantine distriet zone is
necessary to contain or prevent the further spread of the disease.

(b) In establishing a quarantine distriet zone, the secretary Secretary may,
by order:

(1)  regulate, restrict, or restrain movements of animals, animal
products, or vehicles and equipment associated with animals or animal
products into, out of, or within the distriet zone;

(2) detain all animals within the district—which zone that might be
infected with or have been exposed to the disease for examination at any place
specified by the quarantine order, and

(3) take other necessary steps to prevent the spread of and eliminate the
disease within the quarantine distriet zone.

(c) The seeretary Secretary shall notify the public of the existence, location,
and terms of a quarantine district zone, in a manner deemed appropriate under

the circumstances. To—the—extent-that-such-notice—is—possible—the secretary

shatl The Secretary may also notify by certified mail or in person, the owner or

person in possession of any animal or animals which must be detained or
otherwise regulated within the distriet zone.
(d) It shall be unlawful to violate the terms of a quarantine distriet zone

order issued pursuant to this section. Any person who knowingly violates a
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quarantine distriet zone order shall be subject to a fine of not more than
85,000.00; or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both. Any person
who knowingly violates a quarantine district zone order and causes the spread
of a contagious disease beyond the quarantine distriet zone shall be subject to
a fine of not more than $15,000.00; or imprisonment of for not more than two
years, or both.

§ 1159. DISPOSAL OF DISEASED ANIMALS

(a) The seeretary Secretary may condemn and order destroyed any animal
that is infected with or has been exposed to a contagious disease. An order to
destroy an animal shall be based on a determination that the destruction of the
animal is necessary to prevent or control the spread of the disease. The
seeretary Secretary shall order any condemned animal to be destroyed and
disposed of in accordance with approved methods as—specified-by—rule. The
seeretary-s Secretary’s order may extend to some or all of the animals on the
affected premises.

(b) The secretary Secretary may order that any real property, building,
vehicle, piece of equipment, container, or other article associated with a
diseased animal be disinfected and sanitized. Any cost of disinfection incurred
by the seeretary Secretary shall be deducted from any compensation paid to an
animal owner under this section.

(c) The secretary Secretary may compensate the owner of any eattle
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domestic animal destroyed pursuant to this chapter because of exposure to or

infection with brucellosis—or-tuberculosis contagious disease. Payment-shall

purebred-or-$200-00for-each-grade-animal The Secretary, after consultation

with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, shall determine the necessity for and

amount of compensation on a case-by-case basis.

(d)
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2) the agency Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets has determined

the origin of all animals on the premises containing the condemned animal;

3)(2) all other state applicable State or federal livestock laws statutes,

rules, or regulations have been complied with by the owner or person in

possession of the animal,;

)(3) there are sufficient state State funds appropriated for this
purpose, and

3)(4) in the case of a person who has made a claim for compensation
under this section within the previous two years, the seeretary Secretary
determines that adequate measures were taken to prevent the reintroduction of

contagious diseases into that person’s herd or flock.

th)(e) It shall be unlawful to violate the terms of an order issued pursuant

to subsection (a) or (b) of this section. Any person who knowingly violates an
order issued pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be subject to
a fine of not more than $5,000.00; or imprisonment for not more than six

months, or both. Any person who knowingly violates an order issued pursuant
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to subsection (a) or (b) of this section and causes the spread of a contagious
disease shall be subject to a fine of not more than $15,000.00; or imprisonment
of for not more than two years, or both.

GMf) A destruction order, whether verbal or written, shall take effect

immediately on notice to the owner or the person in possession of the animal
or animals, if the owner or person in possession is known. The notice shall be
given by certified mail or in person. Within 15 days of receiving the notice, the
owner or person in possession may request a hearing to be held by the
seeretary Secretary. The hearing shall be held within 60 days from the date of
the request unless the seeretary Secretary has determined that a longer period
is necessary because of the extent of the outbreak of disease, in which case the
hearing shall be held as soon as practicable. A request for a hearing shall not
stay the destruction order.

§ 1160. APPROPRIATIONS: EMERGENCY OUTBREAK OF

CONTAGIOUS DISEASE

tb) In case of the outbreak within this state State of some contagious

disease of domestic animals, or whenever there is reason to believe that there
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is danger of the introduction into the state State of any contagious disease
prevailing among domestic animals outside the state State, the secretary
Secretary may take such action and isswe-such adopt emergency rules as are
necessary to prevent the introduction or spread of the disease.

§ 1161. FEES FOR TESTING

ta) The secretary Secretary may assess fees necessary to cover the cost of

testing poultry domestic animals for contagious diseases.

§ 1162. REPORT OF DISEASE

(a) All accredited veterinarians and-persons—operating—animal-disease

diagnostic-laboratories shall immediately report the discovery of any domestic

animal within this state-which State that is infected with, is suspected of being
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infected with, or has been exposed to a reportable disease as specified by this

chapter. A veterinarian shall immediately report any sudden unexplained

morbidity or mortality in a herd or flock located within the State. The report

shall be made to the state-veterinarian State Veterinarian and shall specify the

location physical address where the animal is located; identification and

description of the animal;; the disease involved. or condition suspected or

diagnosed; and the name and, mailing address, and telephone number of the

owner or person in possession of the animal.

(b) All persons operating diagnostic laboratories shall immediately report

the diagnosis of any domestic animal within this State that has a reportable

disease as specified by this chapter. The report shall be made to the State

Veterinarian and, in addition to the information required under subsection (a)

of this section, shall include a copy of the test chart pertaining to the animal in

question.

§ 1163. ADDITIONAL VIOLATIONS

(a) A person who knowingly commits any of the following acts shall be

both assessed an administrative penalty under section 15 of this title for:

(1) te-transport transporting an animal affected with, or exposed to, a

contagious disease without first obtaining the permission of the secretary

Secretary;
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(2) to—interfere interfering with any animal disease test conducted

pursuant to this chapter;

3)

d—to-advertise—sell-or-offer advertising, selling, or offering for sale as

tested under state State or federal supervision any eattle-which-do domestic

animal that does not come from herds that are under state State or federal

supervision,

)4) tofail failing to report the discovery of a reportable disease as
required by section 1162 of this title;

6)(5) to-interfere interfering with or hinder hindering the work of the
seeretary Secretary or his or her agents pursuant to this chapter.

(b) A person who knowingly commits any of the following acts shall be
imprisoned not more than two years; or fined not more than $15,000.00, or
both for:

(1) te-impert importing into this state State any animal infected with or

exposed to a contagious disease;

(2) to-sell—or-offer selling or offering for sale for food purposes any

animal; or animal carcass; condemned under the provisions of this chapter,
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unless the animal is inspected and approved for use as human food by an agent
of the Secretary or the United-States U.S. Department of Agriculture.
§ 1164. CIVIL PENALTIES

(a) A person who violates any provision of this chapter or the rules

adopted under this chapter, or who commits any of the acts described in

section 1163 of this title shall in-additionto-any-other-penalty-be subject-to-a
eivil-penalty-of not-more-than-$5:000-00 be assessed an administrative penalty

under section 15 of this title. Each violation shall be a separate and distinct

offense and, in the case of a continuing violation, each day’s continuance
thereof shall be deemed a separate and distinct offense. in-no-event-shatl-the
(b) The secretary Secretary may, in the name of the ageney Agency of

Agriculture, Food and Markets, obtain a temporary or permanent injunction to

restrain a violation of this chapter.

(c) After notice and opportunity for hearing, the secretary Secretary may
suspend or revoke any license issued pursuant to chapters 63 and 65 of this
title for any violation of this chapter.

§ 1165. TESTING OF CAPTIVE DEER

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Captive deer operation” means a place where deer are privately or

publicly maintained, in an artificial manner, or held for economic or other
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purposes within a perimeter fence or confined space.

(2)  “Chronic wasting disease” or “CWD” means a transmissible
spongiform encephalopathy.

(b) Testing. A person operating a captive deer operation under the
Jjurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall inform the
Secretary when a captive deer in his or her control dies or is sent to slaughter.
The person operating the captive deer operation shall make the carcass of a
deceased or slaughtered animal available to the Secretary for testing for CWD.

(c) Cost. The cost of CWD testing required under this section shall be paid
by the Secretary, and shall not be assessed to the person operating the captive
deer operation from which a tested captive deer originated.

Subchapter 2. Equine Infectious Anemia
§ 1181. CERTIFICATION REQUIRED
(a) Any equine animal imported into the state State or transported through

the state State shall be accompanied by a eertificate-of veterinarian-inspection

Certificate of Veterinarian Inspection. The certificate shall state that the

equine animal has been tested negative to equine infectious anemia (EIA) by
an accredited veterinarian.

(b)  Any equine animal purchased, sold, offered for sale, bartered,
exchanged, or given away within the state State, or imported for one of these

purposes, shall be tested by an accredited veterinarian and certified as
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negative to equine infectious anemia in accordance with rules adopted by the
seeretary Secretary as provided by subsection (f) of this section. A test for
equine infectious anemia shall not be required where when:

(1) the transfer of ownership is between the owner of the animal and his
or her spouse, child, or sibling and where the animal is not moved to new

premises,

@ or

3)}(2) the animal is consigned directly to slaughter.
(c) Whenever the seecretary Secretary has reason to believe that any equine
animal has been exposed to equine infectious anemia and that the animal may
pose a threat to other equine animals, the seeretary Secretary may require that

the animal be tested for equine infectious anemia by an accredited veterinarian

or fill-time—state State or federal employee veterinarian approved by the

Secretary.

(d) The secretary Secretary may require by rule that any equine animal
transported to any fair, show, competition, or other gathering of equine
animals be accompanied by a certificate which that states that the equine

animal has been tested and found negative to equine infectious anemia.
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(e) The secretary Secretary shall establish by rule the form and manner of
required certifications and the periods of time within which testing and
certification of equine animals shall be accomplished.

(f) The seeretary Secretary shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter
25; for the purchase by a livestock dealer for resale or for slaughter; of equine
not known to be tested for equine infectious anemia, as authorized by
subsection (b) of this section. The rules shall include specifications governing
equine quarantine facilities, procedures for equine animals of unknown EIA
status intended for resale to be retested, procedures for handling equine

animals of unknown EIA status purchased for slaughter, and record—keeping

record-keeping requirements for livestock dealers.
§ 1182. TESTING OF EQUINE ANIMALS
(a) Testing of equine animals for equine infectious anemia shall be done by

an accredited graduate veterinarian licensed in the State by means of a

Coggins test or other test acceptable to the secretary Secretary, at the owner's
expense.
(b) Any equine animal found to be a reactor by means of a test under

subsection (a) of this section shall be administered a second test within

12 -howrs—ofreceipt—of—the—results—ofthefirst—test in_accordance with the

applicable State and federal statutes, rules, or regulations.

(c) Any equine animal found to be a reactor shall be quarantined in
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accordance with instructions of the seeretary Secretary between receipt of the
results of the first and second tests. Any equine animal found to be a reactor to
a second test shall continue to be quarantined until adequate arrangements are
made for disposition of the animal in accordance with section 1183 of this title.

(d) Any veterinarian who identifies an equine animal as a reactor shall

report that animal to the seeretary Secretary in a form and manner to be

prescribed by rule of the secretary Secretary.

§ 1183. DISPOSITION OF REACTORS

(a) Any equine animal identified as a reactor through testing as provided in
subsections 1182(a) and (b) of this title shall be humanely destroyed within
seven days of the second test. The destruction of the animal shall be by an
aceredited-graduate a licensed veterinarian—er—by—any—other-person—if and
shall be observed by the seeretary Secretary or an agent of the United-States
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, a
reactor may be transported to an approved slaughterhouse or research facility

where authorized by written permission of the seeretary Secretary. In granting
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permission, the secretary Secretary may specify the conditions under which the
animal shall be quarantined, transported, and destroyed.

(c) Any person—including anaccredited graduate licensed veterinarians
who destroys any equine animal in accordance with the provisions of this
section shall immediately report the destruction of the animal to the secretary
within-seven-days Secretary.

(d) As an alternative to the destruction of animals under the provisions of
subsections (a) and (b) of this section, reactors may be isolated permanently
under quarantine from all other equine animals and shall be conspicuously
freezebranded with the letters “EIA.” In no case shall this action be delayed
for more than two weeks. The quarantine shall apply to all equine animals on
the premises where the reactor is located; and shall remain in effect until the
reactor is destroyed or isolated under quarantine and the remaining equine
animals are tested and found to be negative.

(e) The provisions of this section shall be implemented by rule of the

seeretary Secretary.

§ 1184. PENALTIES

less—than-3$500-00-nor—more—than-$2-500-00- Any person who violates the

provisions of section 1181, 1182, or subsection 1183¢b)s—{ec)—or{d) of this title

shall -be—finednot-more—than—-$300-00 shall be assessed an administrative
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penalty under section 15 of this title.

Sec. 4. 6 V.S.A. chapter 107 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 107. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS MOVEMENT OF LIVESTOCK

AND POULTRY

¢ 1459. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Commercial slaughter facility” shall have the same meaning as

“commercial slaughterhouse” set forth in section 3302 of this title.

(2) “Livestock” shall have the same meaning as set forth in section

3302 of this title.

(3) “Offloaded” means removed or otherwise taken off or away from the

conveyance of transport.

(4) “Poultry” shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 3302

of this title.

(5) “Reactor” means livestock or poultry that test positive to a test

required under this chapter:

(6) “Suspect” means livestock or poultry that are tested under a

requirement in this chapter and are not classified as testing positive or

negative.

Q 1460. INTERSTATE MOVEMENT; ADMINISTRATION

(a) In order to implement the requirements of this chapter and chapter 63
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of this title related to the licensing of livestock businesses, the Secretary of

Agriculture, Food and Markets shall require importers of livestock or poultry

into the State to comply with minimum requirements of the U.S. Department of

Agriculture Animal Disease Traceability rule, 9 C.F.R. part 86, including any

future amendments to the rule.

(b) In order to prevent the introduction or spread of contagious disease, or

to ensure adequate animal traceability within this State, the Secretary may

adopt rules to mandate stricter movement requirements than those required by

the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal Disease Traceability rule.

§ 1461. IMPORT AND EXPORT DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED

(a) Import permit. No—person—shall-import—or—cause The Secretary of

Agriculture, Food and Markets may require a person who imports or causes to

be imported into this State; any domestic animal except dogs and cats;—withowt
to first ebtaining obtain an import permit from the Secretary, except as the

Secretary may provide by rule. Permits shall be issued enforms-provided in a

manner _approved by the Secretary. Within—ten—days—of-importing-an—animel
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(b) Certificates of veterinary inspection. No person shall import; or cause

to be imported; any domestic animal into this State without first obtaining a

certificate-of veterinary-inspection Certificate of Veterinary Inspection, except

of this-title—and except as the Secretary may provide by rule. The certificate

shall be issued by an accredited and licensed veterinarian in the state; or
country; of origin. The certificate shall contain a statement by the chief

livestock-official state animal health official for that state certifying that the

veterinarian who executed the certificate is licensed to practice veterinary

medicine in that state or country and is accredited by the U.S. Department of

Agriculture to sign eertificate—of—veterinary—inspection a_Certificate of

Veterinary Inspection. The certificate shall be issued electronically or on a

form prescribed by the state of origin; and declare that all of the animals listed
have been inspected; or tested, or both inspected-and-tested, as required by the

lavws-of Yermont applicable State and federal statutes, rules, and regulations.

The certificate shall also set forth the name and address of the owner of any
animal transferred pursuant to the certificate. One copy of the certificate shall
accompany the animals during transportation, and one copy shall be filed with

the Secretary. A Certificate of Veterinary Inspection that is issued
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electronically shall meet the data standards established by the National

Assembly of State Animal Health Officials in consultation with the U.S.

Department of Agriculture.

(c) Exemption. The Secretary may, by rule, exempt from the provisions of
this section transactions concerning domestic animals transported into this
State for immediate slaughter. A person who so imports an animal without a
permit and then does not immediately slaughter the animal shall be subject to
the provisions of this section.

(d) Exportation. A person wishing to export domestic animals to another

state or country shall comply with all the requirements of that state or country

for the importation of domestic animals.

Q 1461a. INTRASTATE MOVEMENT

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall require all

livestock being transported within the State to satisfy the requirements for

official identification for interstate movement under the U.S. Department of

Agriculture Animal Disease Traceability rule, 9 C.F.R. part 86, including any

future amendments to the rule, prior to leaving the premises of origin,

regardless of the reason for movement or duration of absence from the

premises.

(b) Livestock transported from the premises of origin for purposes of

receiving veterinary care at a hospital in this State are exempt from the
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requirements of subsection (a) of this section, provided that the livestock are

returned to the premises of origin immediately following the conclusion of

veterinary care.

(c) Livestock and poultry that are transported to a commercial slaughter

facility within the State shall not be removed from the facility without the

facility s owner s first obtaining written permission from the State Veterinarian.

For purposes of this section, arrival of the conveyance onto facility property

constitutes transport to a slaughter facility, recardless of whether the animals

have been offloaded or presented for antemortem inspection. The State

Veterinarian may require inspection and testing prior to issuing consent for

removal.

(d) Vermont-origin livestock and poultry that are transported to a slaughter

facility outside this State shall not be removed from the facility and returned to

Vermont without the facility'’s owners first obtaining written permission from

the State Veterinarian. For purposes of this section, arrival of the conveyance

onto facility property constitutes transport to a slaughter facility, regardless of

whether the animals have been offloaded or presented for antemortem

inspection. The State Veterinarian may require inspection and testing prior to

issuing consent for removal.

(e) A person shall not transport out-of-state livestock or poultry into

Vermont for slaughter or other purpose without written consent from the State
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Veterinarian if the livestock or poultry is classified as a suspect or a reactor by

the U.S. Department of Agriculture or was exposed to livestock or poultry

classified as a suspect or a reactor.

§ 1462. QUARANTINE

The seeretary Secretary may require by rule in general, or order in specific
cases, that any domestic animals animal imported into this state State be
placed in quarantine.
§ 1463. EXAMINATION; RELEASE FROM QUARANTINE

Within a reasonable time, the seeretary Secretary shall examine any
imported domestic animal placed in quarantine; and may apply such tests or
retests as the seeretary Secretary deems necessary to determine the health of
such the animals. After test tests or retests ordered by the seecretary Secretary
have been applied, any domestic animal found free from contagious or
infectious disease shall be released from quarantine, unless the secretary
Secretary determines that the animal may have been exposed to a contagious
disease and that it is necessary to continue the quarantine in order to prevent
the potential spread of a contagious disease. Any such order shall be made in
the manner provided by section 1157 of this title.
§ 1464. SLAUGHTER; EXPENSES

The seeretary Secretary may take all steps that he or she deems necessary to

prevent the potential spread of a contagious or an infectious disease, including
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butnotlimitedto: continuing a quarantine order concerning imported animals
found to be infected with or exposed to a contagious disease. Where When
necessary to protect the health of other domestic animals, or to prevent or
control the spread of contagious disease, the secretary Secretary may order any
domestic animal imported into the state-which State that is infected with or has
been exposed to an infectious or contagious disease condemned; and
destroyed; and the carcass disposed with, in accordance with the provisions of
section 1159 of this title. The owner shall bear the expense of detention,
examination, test, and slaughter but not the personal expenses of the secretary
Secretary.

§ 1466. EXCEPTIONS

Nothing in sections 1461-1465 of this title shall be construed to apply to the

transportation of domestic animals through the state—neor—shall-it-applh—to

more—than—48-hours State, provided that the animals are not offloaded within

the State and the premises of the consignee are not within the State.

§ 1467. TEST AND INSPECTION IN STATE OF ORIGIN
(a) Any domestic animal brought into the state State shall be tested and
inspected in the state of origin when testing or inspection is required by rule.

Imported domestic animals may be retested at the discretion of the secretary

VT LEG #320710 v.6



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.497
2017 Page 100 of 107

Secretary.

(b) In order to prevent the spread of infections or contagious diseases, any
domestic animal brought into the state State without having been first tested
and inspected, as required by the seeretary-s Secretary s rules, may be returned
to the state of origin within 48 hours of a determination by the secretary
Secretary that the animals have been illegally imported. While in the state
State, the illegally imported domestic animals shall be strictly quarantined. In
the event that the domestic animals cannot be returned to the state of origin,
the animals shall may be slaughtered or euthanized within 72 hours of a
determination by the secretary Secretary that the animals have been illegally
imported. The owner of the domestic animals shall bear the full expense of
their removal from the state State, or destruction, and shall not be entitled to
any compensation from the state State.

§ 1468. PERMITS TO PERSONS NEAR STATE LINE; SECRETARY

GRANT OF PERMISSION OF ENTRY DURING FAIR SEASON

Persons living near the state State line who own or occupy land in an
adjoining state may procure from the seeretary Secretary permits to drive,

herd, or transport cattle, horses, or other livestock back and forth to seasonal

pasture and-for-other-purposes or housing, subject to such restrictions as the
seeretary Secretary may prescribe by rule or order. The-secretary-may-—make
such-rules-in-each-case-as-are-deemed-necessary- The secretary Secretary may
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grant permission for cattle, horses, or other domestic animals to enter the state

State for exhibition purposes during-thefair-season—and between May 1 and

October 31 of any year. The Secretary may make—such adopt rules in

connection—therewith—as—are—deemed—necessary regarding entry of cattle,

horses, or other domestic animals into the State for seasonal pasture, housing,

or exhibition purposes.

§ 1469. PENALTIES-ILLEGAL IMPORTATION
(a) A person engaged in a commercial enterprise who violates a provision

of this chapter, the rules adopted thereunder, a permit issued pursuant to this

chapter, or an order issued pursuant to this chapter shall-befined-not-more

assessed an administrative penalty under section 15 of this title.

(b) The secretary Secretary may seek a temporary or permanent injunction
to enforce the provisions of this chapter, the rules adopted under this chapter, a
permit issued pursuant to this chapter, or an order issued pursuant to this
chapter.

(c) The secretary Secretary may suspend or revoke a license issued under
chapters chapter 63 and-65 of this title for a violation of this chapter, the rules
adopted under this chapter, a permit issued pursuant to this chapter, or an
order issued pursuant to this chapter in accordance with the provisions of the

Administrative Procedure Act, 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 of-Title 3.
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importation-of-domestic-animals: [Repealed. |

% %k ok

§ 1475. RULEMAKING
The secretary Secretary may adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this
chapter.

Q 1476. MISUSE OR REMOVAL OF OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION

DEVICES

A person who, without authority from the Secretary, removes or causes to be

removed from an animal any official identification device as defined in

9 C.ER. § 86.1, or otherwise misuses or causes an official identification device

to be misused, may be imprisoned not more than one year or fined not more

than $1,000.00, or both.

Q 1477. REVOCATION OF LIVESTOCK DEALER LICENSE

The Secretary may revoke for a period of one year the license of a livestock

dealer who has been convicted of a violation of the provisions of section 1476

of this chapter, and the license shall not be renewed prior to the expiration of

one vear from the date of conviction.

Sec. 5. 6 V.S.A. chapter 113 is amended to read:
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CHAPTER 113. FEEDING PROHIBITED FOOD WASTE TO SWINE

§ 1671. DEFINITION
For-the purpose-of (a) As used in this chapter, “prohibited food waste”
means et the following:

(1) Pre- and postconsumer waste material derived in whole or in part

from the meat of any animal ¢, including fish and poultry), or from other

animal material;; or

food—except-that-such-term-shall-not-include Material that, as a result of the

handling, preparation, cooking, disposal, or consumption of food, has come

into contact with pre- or postconsumer waste material derived in whole or in

part from the meat of any animal, including fish or poultry, or from other

animal material.

(b) The term “prohibited food waste” shall not include the following:

(1) waste from ordinary household operations whieh that is fed directly
to swine raised exclusively for the use in the household of the owner of the
swine by members of the household and nonpaying guests and employees; and

(2) processed dairy products.

§ 1672. FEEDING OF PROHIBITED FOOD WASTE
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No person shall feed prohibited food waste to swine or supply prohibited

food waste to others for the purpose of feeding it to swine.

§ 1675. INSPECTION AND INVESTIGATION; RECORDS

Any authorized representative of the Vermont agency—of-agriculture—food

and-—markets—or—United-States Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or

U.S. Department of Agriculture is authorized to enter at reasonable times upon
any private or public property for the purpose of inspecting and investigating
the allegations of feeding of prohibited food waste to swine.
§ 1676. REGULATIONS; COOPERATION WITH UNITED STATES

The ageney Agency is charged with administration and enforcement of the
provisions of this chapter, and is authorized to adopt rules and enforce all

rules State and federal laws, rules, and regulations which that it deems

necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The ageney Agency is

authorized to cooperate with the United-States—agency—of-agriculture U.S.

Department of Agriculture.

§ 1677. PENALTIES
A person who violates any of the provisions of; or who fails to perform any
duty imposed by this chapter; or who violates any rule or regulation adopted

hereunder

offense shall be assessed an administrative penalty under section 15 of this

title.  Each day upon which such violation occurs constitutes a separate
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offense. In addition thereto, such the person may be enjoined from further

violation.

Sec. 6. 6 V.S.A. chapter 115 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 115. VETERINARY MEDICINES PHARMACEUTICALS

§ 1731. SALE, DISTRIBUTION, OR USE
(a) A person, firm, or corporation other than a licensed graduate
veterinarian shall not sell, trade, distribute, or use in this state State any

product containing live germs, cultures, or virulent products for the treatment

of any domestic animal without first obtaining the-approval-of-and-a—permit
issued-by-the-secretary-of-agriculturefood-and-markets written authorization

from the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(b) In no case may a person, firm, or corporation, including licensed
veterinarians, use or possess virulent live virus hog cholera vaccine.
§ 1732. PENALTIES

A person, firm, or corporation who violates a provision of section 1731 of

this title shall be im

$200-00norless—than—$25-00—or-both assessed an administrative penalty

under section 15 of this title.

§1733.
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S5 DUTTES OF BUYER OF TUBERCULIN

made-as-to-the-disposition-of the vemainder. [Repealed. ]

ST PENALTIES —FORFEITURE OF FETERINARY'S CERTIFICATE
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S 17300 FINE-ORIMPRISONMENT

not-more-than-six-months—or-both- [Repealed.]

Sec. 7. REPEAL

6 V.S.A. chapter 109 (ear tags) is repealed.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.
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