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H.190
Introduced by Representatives Olsen of Londonderry, Komline of Dorset, and

Young of Glover
Referred to Committee on
Date:
Subject: Education; education funding; school districts; budget; ballot
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to require a
district to present its proposed budget to the voters as an amount of per
equalized pupil spending. Approval by the voters of the proposed per
equalized pupil spending would have the effect of approving the entire

proposed budget.

An act relating to requiring the electorate of a school district to vote on
proposed per equalized pupil spending

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. 16 V.S.A. § 563 is amended to read:

§ 563. POWERS OF SCHOOL BOARDS; FORM OF VOTE {-BUDBGET
EXCEEDS BENCHMARK-AND DISTRICT-SPENDINGIS-ABOVE
AVERAGE

The school board of a school district, in addition to other duties and

authority specifically assigned by law:
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* kx *

(11)(A) Shall prepare and distribute annually a proposed budget for the
next school year according to such major categories as may from time to time

be prescribed by the Secretary.

(B)
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(i) The district shall present the ballot to the voters in the

following form:

“Shall the voters of the school district authorize the school board to

expend $ per equalized pupil in fiscal year ?”

(ii) If the voters approve the ballot item, then the approval shall

have the effect of approving the district’s proposed budget prepared pursuant

to subdivision (A) of this subdivision (11).

* kx *

Sec. 2. REPEAL

16 V.S.A. § 4001(6)(A) (exclusions from the definition of “education

spending” when determining whether a ballot shall proceed by divided vote) is

repealed.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2015.
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