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ORDERSOF THE DAY

NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading
Favorable
H. 41

An act relating to civil forfeiture of retirement payments to public officias
convicted of certain crimes.

Reported favorably by Senator French for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

(For House amendments, see House Journa of February 14, 2013, page
152)

Favor able with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 25.
An act relating to public advocacy in utility matters.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Hartwell for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 2isamended to read:
8§ 2. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE; POWERS

(8 The department—ofpublie-service Department of Public Service shall

supervise and direct the execution of al laws relating to public service
corporations and firms and individuals engaged in such business, including the:

(1) Fermation formation, organization, ownership, and acquisition of
facilities of public service corporations under chapter 3 of thistitle;

(2) Pertietpation participation in planning for proper utility service as

provided in section 202 of this title through the directorforregulated-dtiity
pranniag Director for Regulated Utility Planning;

(3) Supervision supervision and evaluation under chapters 5 and 77 of
thistitle of the quality of service of public utility companies;
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(4) ‘nterconnection interconnection and interchange of facilities of
electric companies under sections 210, 213, and 214 of thistitle;

(5) Representation representation of the state State in the negotiations
and proceedings for the procurement of electric energy from any source

outside of this state State and from any generation facility inside the state State
under sections 211 and 212 of thistitle;

(6) Review review of proposed changes in rate schedules and petition to
the public—service—board Public Service Board, and representation of the
interests of the consuming public in proceedings to change rate schedules of
public service companies under chapter 5 of thistitle;

(7) SHing siting of electric generation and transmission facilities under
section 248 of thistitle;

(8) Consclidations consolidations and mergers of public service
corporations under chapter 7 of thistitle;

(9) Supervision supervision and regulation of cable television systems
under chapter 13 of thistitle;

(10) Supervision supervision and regulation of telegraph and telephone
companies under chapters 71, 73, and 75 of thistitle;

(11) Supervision supervision and regulation of the organization and
operation of municipal plants under chapter 79 of thistitle;

(12) Supervision supervision and regulation of the organization and
operation of electric cooperatives under chapter 81 of thistitle.

(b) In cases requiring hearings by the beard Board, the department
Department, through the director—for—public—adveecacy Director for Public
Advocacy shal represent the interests of the people of the state State, unless
otherwise specified by law. In any hearing, the beard Board may, if it
determines that the public interest would be served, request the atterney
general Attorney General or a member of the Vermont bar Bar to represent the
public or the state State.

(c) The department Department may bring proceedings on its own motion
before the public—service-beard Public Service Board, with respect to any
matter within the jurisdiction of the public-—service-board Board, and may
initiate rule-making proceedings before that-—beard the Board. The publie
service—boeard Public Service Board, with respect to any matter within its
jurisdiction, may issue orders on its own motion and may initiate rule-making
proceedings.
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(d) In any proceeding where the decommissioning-fund Decommissioning
Fund for the Vermont Yankee nuclear facility is involved, the department

Department shall represent the consuming public in a manner that
acknowledges that the general public interest requires that the consuming
public, rather than either the statel’s State’ s future consumers who never obtain
benefits from the facility or the state's State's taxpayers, ought to provide for
all costs of decommissioning. The department Department shall seek to have
the decommissioning-fund Decommissioning Fund be based on all reasonably
expected costs.

(e) In performing its duties under this section, the Department shall
affirmatively represent the interests of ratepayer classes who are not
independently represented parties in proceedings before the Board, including
residential, low-income, and small business consumers.

Sec. 2. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE; REPORT ON CONSUMER
REPRESENTATION

On or before July 1, 2014, the Commissioner shall submit a report to the
General Assembly which includes an analysis of how the Department, in
performing its duties under 30 V.S.A. §2, determines the interests of the
consuming public and of the State and ensures adequate representation of the
interests of those consumers whose interests might not otherwise be adequately
represented in matters before the Board, including residential, low income, and
small business consumers. The report shall include a description of how the
Department assesses whether the interests of different ratepayer classes — such
as residential, low income, and small business — are in conflict and, if so, how
such conflicts are resolved. In addition, the Commissioner shall evaluate how
representation of the interests of residential, low income, and small business
consumers has occurred in past proceedings and describe ways in which the
Department _might more effectively represent those interests in future
proceedings. The report also shall describe improvements in the Department’s
processes related to the integration of the roles and responsibilities of the
Director for Public Advocacy and the Director for Consumer Protection and
Education, particularly with respect to representation of the consuming public
and the interests of the State. In conducting this analysis, the Commissioner
shall consult with residential and small business ratepayers, advocacy groups
for low income, residential, and small business ratepayers, and any other
person or entity as determined by the Commissioner.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee vote: 7-0-0)
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CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appoi ntment was referred, and with
full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries of
Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and members
of the Public Service Board shall be fully and separately acted upon.

Lachlan Francis of Putney — Student Member of the Board of Education -
By Sen. Collins for the Committee on Education. (2/27/13)

Krista Huling of Jeffersonville — Member of the State Board of Education —
By Sen. Collins for the Committee on Education. (2/27/13)

Andy Macllwaine of Burlington — Member of the Community High School
of Vermont Board — By Sen. Zuckerman for the Committee on Education.
(227/13)

Armando Vilaseca of Westford — Secretary of Education - By Sen. Collins
for the Committee on Education. (2/27/13)

Ariel Wengroff of Burlington — Member of the Board of Libraries — By -
Sen. Baruth for the Committee on Education. (2/27/13)

Mary Moulton of Moretown — Commissioner of the Department of Menta
Health — By Sen. Pollinafor the Committee on Headth and Welfare. (2/27/13)

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Wednesday, February 27, 2013 — Room 11 — 6:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M. Re
Childcare Provider Unions by Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs Committee

Tuesday, March 12, 2013, - Room 11 — 6:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M. - Re H.223
Lake Shore Protection by House Fish, Wildlife and Water Resources
Committee
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REPORTSON FILE

Reports 2013

Pursuant to the provisions of 2 V.S.A. 820(c), one (1) hard copy of the
following reports is on file in the office of the Secretary of the Senate.
Effective January 2010, pursuant to Act No. 192, Adj. Sess. (2008) 8§5.005(g)
some reports will automatically be sent by electronic copy only and can be
found on the State of Legidative webpage.

1. Military Department Vermont National Guard Biennial Report. (January
2013)

2. Vermont Long Term Care Ombudsman Project. (January 2013)
FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CROSSOVER DEADLINES
Thefollowing bill reporting deadlines are established for the 2013 session:

(1) From the standing committee of last reference (excluding the
Committees on Appropriations and Finance), all Senate bills must be reported
out of committee on or before March 15, 2013.

(2) Senate hills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31, must be reported out of
the Committees on Appropriations and Finance on or before March 22, 2013.

(3) These deadlines may be waived for any bill or committee only by
consent given by the Committee on Rules.
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