Community Support for Vermont

Overdose Prevention Centers

APRIL 16, 2024

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE VERMONT

GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

Over the past decade the dramatic rise in fatal
overdoses has become one of the most pressing
crises facing our state. Directly or indirectly addiction
and overdose have touched the lives of most
Vermonters, impacting our families, or friends and our
communities. We have worked to enact a number of
important policies that can be beneficial, including
making Naloxone widely accessible, but the stark
reality is that these efforts have not stopped overdoses
from occurring or reversed the rising curve of overdose
deaths.

We cannot continue to stand by and allow
Vermonters to die without trying a proven life-
saving intervention, which is why we urge you to
pass legislation to authorize and fund Overdose
Prevention Centers.

The evidence is now clear and uncontested - after
years of studying programs operating in Canada, in
countries throughout the world, and now in New York -
that Overdose Prevention Centers save lives.

That's not a surprising finding, since someone is far
more likely to survive an overdose if someone with
training and equipment is immediately available to
intervene when an emergency situation arises, instead
of after far more time has elapsed - or instead of
nobody responding at all because the person was
using alone or because others in the area fail to
recognize the urgency of the situation.

What we also know from peer-reviewed research is
that such sites do not lead to increased drug use or
crime in surrounding communities. Instead, they
can help reduce drug use in public areas, inside and
around businesses, and outside of churches. They
reduce the amounts of discarded waste in our
communities.

Instead of leaving our neighbors with significant needs
to be alone or in vulnerable situations, they bring
people inside, providing greater access and
connection to needed services, behavioral health
supports, minor medical care, and basic needs such
as laundry, computer access, and safe spaces that
help reduce trauma and anxiety.

All of us want to help our fellow Vermonters who need
substance use disorder treatment to have easy access
to high quality, evidence-based treatment, and we
support efforts to further expand its availability. But
Improving stability for those experiencing substance
use disorder, which can most effectively occur at an
overdose prevention center, is a vital step in
connecting people with that treatment and other
supportive services.

Overdose Prevention Centers will not end the
overdose crisis alone, but will make a difference in
keeping people alive so that they can have the
opportunity to embrace treatment and recovery
services.

None of us want to encourage unprescribed drug use
or unregulated drug sales. Any suggestion that the
thoughtful work to establish overdose prevention
centers would encourage drug use or “send the wrong
signal” is wrong. Such suggestions have been proven
untrue by the research and may be rooted in
misunderstandings about how such centers operate.

We all want healthy, safe and cohesive
communities, and for those experiencing
substance use disorder to have the best possible
access to care and support.

That’'s why we urge you to enact legislation that will
finally add Overdose Prevention Centers as another
tool for addressing addiction and overdose in Vermont.

Respectfully,
The undersigned individuals & community groups
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Over 500

Vermonters

signed the letter in support
of overdose prevention centers.

COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO
SUPPORT OVERDOSE PREVENTION

CENTERS REPRESENT OVER 70
CITIES & TOWNS ACROSS VERMONT

Barnard

Barre

Bellows Falls
Bennington
Berlin

Bethel
Bradford
Brandon
Brattleboro
Brookfield
Brownington
Burlington
Calais
Charlotte
Colchester
Concord
Corinth
Cornwall
Dummerston
Duxbury

East Dummerston
East Montpelier
East Wallingford
Enosburgh
Essex Junction
Ferrisburgh
Guilford
Hinesburg
Huntington
Hyde Park
Jamaica
Jericho
Johnson

Londonderry
Marlboro
Middlebury
Middlesex
Middletown Springs
Milton
Montpelier
Moretown
Morristown
Morrisville
Newfane

North Ferrisburgh
North Hero
Poultney

Pownal

Putney
Randolph Center
Richmond
Rutland
Shelburne
Shoreham

South Burlington
South Hero

St Johnsbury
Strafford
Vergennes
Warren
Washington
Waterbury
Williston
Winooski
Woodstock
Worcester

OVER 50 ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT

VERMONT OPCS

Addiction Recovery Channel CCTV

AFSCME 1674 (Howard Center Union)

ACLU of Vermont

AIDS Project of Southern Vermont
Bennington Planned Parenthood Generation Action
Bennington County Coalition for the Homeless
Beyond Bars Peer Support Program
Cathedral Church of St. Paul

Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity
COTS

Cultivating Connections

Dovetail Counseling PLC

Downstreet Housing and Community Development
Drug Policy Alliance

Emily Eley Creative

End Homelessness Vermont

FreeHer VT

Green Acres Homestead

Housing and Homelessness Alliance of Vermont
Ink Dog LLC

Ishtar Collective

King St Laundry

Lamoille Community House

Lamoille Housing Partnership

Laraway Youth & Family Services

National Harm Reduction Coalition

Peace and Justice Center

Planned Parenthood Vermont Action Fund
Pride Center of Vermont

Recovery Vermont

Revolution Youth

Sunrise Champlain Valley

The Samara Fund

Tiny Pony Apothecary

Turning Point Center of Bennington VT
VAMHAR

VT Businesses Social Responsibilty (VBSR)
Vermont CARES

VT Coalition of Runaway & Homeless Youth
Programs

VT Community Wash and Learn Inc

VT Freedom Fund

VT Interfaith Action

VT Legal Aid

VT Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
VT Overdose Prevention Network

VT Recovery Advocacy

Vermonters for Criminal Justice Reform
Voices for Vermont's Children

With Great Heart, PLC

Yarrow Integrative Healing

Youth Services
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NAMES OF LETTER SIGNERS

Aaron Brown

Aaron Fiore

Aaron Masi

Abbey Jermyn

Abby White

Abigail Mnookin
Abigail Vondell

Adam Frowine
Alexander Friend
Alexia Buono, PhD
Alison Adams

Alison Byrnes

Alison Harte

Alison Zenie

Allison Appell

Alyssa Campbell
Alyssa Jones
Amanda Rutter
Amber Burke, Esq.
Amy Coolidge

Amy E. Stuart

Amy LePage

Amy Livingston

Amy McVey

Amy Rose

Amy Roth

Andrea Solomon, PA
Andrew Christiansen
Andrew Seaman, MD, Oregon Health & Sciences
Univ, Addiction Medicine Researcher
Andrew Siegel, MD
Andy Blanchet
Angela Santos

Angie Harbin

Ann Ramsay

Ann Schroeder

Anna Gebhardt

Anne Wallace
Anneliese Brown
Annie Flatt

Annie Lawson, LICSW
Annie Woolf, MD
Annika Hawkins-Hilke
Ansley Laev

Ariel Looser

Arrow Brown-Ryder
Arshad Hasan
Ashley McNeilly
Becca Blust

Becca Brown McKnight, Burlington City Councilor
Bek

Bella Fearn

Bella Palmieri

Ben Traverse, Burlington City Councilor
Benjamin Stein

Bess Levison, RN
Betsy Barstow

Bill Boedecker

Bill Lippert, Former State Representative
Braden DeForge
Brandon Lawson
Brenda Siegel

Brett Yates

Brian Behrens

Bridget Conry

Brittany Poitras

Bruce G. Perlow
Bruce Lee-Clark
Brynne Martin

Callie Willis

Calvin Moen

Carin Lilly

Carly Trider

Carol Livingston
Carolanne Kelly, AAP
Carol R Heffer
Caroline Stapleton
Carsen Small

Carter Neubieser, Burlington City Councilor
Celia Bird, Burlington Board of Health, Chair
Chad Simmons
Chanel Bastian
Charlie Gottlieb, MSW, LICSW-VT
Cheryl Carmi

Chris Burns

Chris Staats, MD
Christian Raquet
Christina McLaughlin
Christopher Pearson
Christy Lynn

Ciara Kilburn

Claire Contreras

Clara Keegan, MD
Connie Krosney

Cora Honigford

Corey Wood

Creston Lea

Cyn Sullivan

Cynthia H Little
Dakota Roberts

Dale Bancroft

Dan Castrigano

Dan Schick

Dana Keyes-Gibbons
Dani Lloyd-Adamchick
Daniel Quipp

Daryn Forgeron

Dave King

Dave McAllister

Dave Silberman, High Bailiff, Addison County
David Mickenberg, Esq
David Punia

David Williams

Dayva Savio

Debbie Ramsdell

Dee Graham

Denise Casey

Derek Ahl
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Derek Souza

Diane T Gottlieb
Dr. Laura Hill
Drake Turner
Duncan Gamble
Dylan S

Eamon Twohig

Earl Aguila

Ed Baker ACSW
Eesha Williams

El Gonzalez
Eleanor M Miller, PhD
Eliza Auchincloss
Elizabeth Cannon
Elizabeth Deutsch RN
Elizabeth Stratton
Elizabeth Stringer
Ellen Baker

Ellen Schwartz
Ellis Forman

Em Megas-Russell, LICSW
Emma Clausen
Emelie Bailey
Emer Pond Feeney
Emily Eley

Emily Falta

Emily Garrett

Emily Joselson
Emily Korkosz
Emily O’'Hara
Erhard Mahnke
Erik Nielsen

Erin Harris

Erin Kellar, LCMHC
Esther Halden

Eva Westheimer
Evan Barker

Falko Schilling
Faye Mack
Fishelman
Francesca Bourgault
Francis C Swasey
Frank Knaack
Gary Miller

Gayle Erdman
Gene Bergman, Burlington City Councilor
George Howard
Georgia Hannock
Gil Mathys

Gina Fearn

Gina Halpin Barret
Gina Zollman, NP
Ginger Hobbs
Grace Horelick
Grace Keller
Grace Pazdan
Greg Desautels
Griffin DeMatteo
Gwendolyn Causer
Halle Sobel, MD

Hannah Brislin

Hannah Christiansen
Hannah Culver, PA-C
Hannah Geldermann
Hannah King

Hannah Kretvix, LICSW, LADC
Hannah McCasland
Hannah Sorila

Hayden Boska

Heather Cutler

Heidi Melbostad

Hen Joyner

Henri June Bynx

Hilary Martin

Hilary Viens, LICSW

Hiro Soga

lan Hines

Imogene Drakes, PhD
Isabella Whelan

Ivan Slobod

J. Leigh Oshiro-Brantly
Jacob Decatur

Jacqueline Bray, DNP FNP-C; RN
Jake Schumann

James Calder

Jane Helmstetter, MS
Jane Seymour, PhD, MPH
Jane Stromberg

Janine Zimnie LADC, LICSW
Jasmine Martel

Jason M Kekac

Jason P. Gorczyk

Javad Mashkuri, MD
Jayna Ahsaf

Jaz Routon

JC Dufresne

Jeanne Keller

Jed Leslie

Jeff Tobrocke

Jen Berger

Jennifer Hill

Jennifer L. Kerns, M.A., LCMHC
Jennifer Monroe Zakaras, MPH
Jennifer Nachbur

Jenny Evans First, APRN
Jeremy Morrison, MD
Jess Kirby

Jessanne Wyman

Jessica Barquist

Jessica Oski

Jessica Savage

Jiayu Tian, MD

Jill Fox

Jodi Ann Whalen

Joe Magee

Joey Corcoran

John Gower

John Hagman

Jon Megas-Russell
Jonathan Farrell
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Josephine Corcoran
Joshua Florucci
Joslyn Sullivan
Judith Massis-Sanchez, Esq.
Justin Nye

Kaci Viado

Kaili Kuiper

Kalé Camara

Kara Casey

Karen A. Mendes
Karen Bixler

Karen Chickering
Karen Paul

Kate Bailey

Kate Logan

Kate O’Neill

Kate Pond
Kathleen Engstrom
Kathleen M. Kemp
Kathy Fox, PhD
Katy Hellman

KC Carpenter
Keeley Woodruff
Keira Carmichael
Kelly Pierpont
Kelsey Adams
Kelsey Perrotte
Kerry Swift

Kim Anetsberger
Kim Fitzgerald

Kim Jordan
Kimberly Diane Blake
Kimberly Jacobs
Kirsten DeLuca

Kit Andrews
Kristen Brownlow
Kristie Grover
Kristin Warner
Kyle Nuse

Kyle Weatherhogg
Kym Anderson

L. Wilson

Lama Tomas O’Flaherty
Laura lvins, LICSW, LADC
Laura Stamas
Lauren Akin
Lauren Bomeisl
Lauren Ebersol
Lauren Giannullo
Lauren MacKillop
Laurie Essig

Lea Terhune

Leah Tedesco
Leigh Steele

Lena Greenberg
Lena Szumowski
Liem Berman

Lilly Matthews

Lily Bradburn
Lincoln Heath, MD

Linda Hay

Linda Langwiser

Lis Mickenberg

Lisa Barrett

Lisa Schamberg

Lise Anderson

Liz Curry

Logan Snow

Lois D’Arcangelo
Lonnie Poland

Lucia Volino

Lucy Gluck

Lucy Leriche

Lucy Rollins

Lucy Weber

Lydia Fanning

Lydia Kern

Lyle Green

Lynda Siegel

M Tormey

Madeline Helser
Maia Sauer

Mairead O’Reilly
Malka Friedman-Rosner
Mara Dowdall
Margae R Diamond
Margaret Carothers
Margaret Crowley
Maria Carvalho Sandoval
Marie McCann
Marielle Blais

Mark Edward Montalban
Mark Forgeron

Mark Kobzik

Mark Larson

Mark Logan, MD
Mark Stephenson
Marnie Long

Martha Molpus
Martina Anderson
Marty Garrett

Mary Ackley

Mary Alice Proffitt
Mary Chaffee

Mary Danko

Mary Joy Patchett
Mary Merriam

Mary Moynihan

Mary Sullivan

Matt

Matt Hagberg

Matt Severson
Matthew LLabres
Maura O’Neill
Maureen Keenan Linsenmeir
Maxine Grad
Meaghan Diffenderfer
Meaghan McFadden, LICSW
Meg Pond

Megan Butterfield
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Megan Mogerley, FNP
Megan Spatola, MSW
Meghan Brooks, RN
Meghan O’Rourke
Meghan VanStry

Mel Motel

Melanie Jannery
Melissa Hutson
Melissa Moran
Melissa Story

Melo Grant, Burlington City Councilor
Mergo Wooster

Mia Faesy

Micah Barritt

Michael Haydon
Michele Richardson
Michelle Dorwart, MD, MPH
Mieko Ozeki

Mike Bensel

Mike Selick

Miriam Burns

Molly McGraw

Molly Steinmark
Monika Rivero

Moriah Cutro-Kelly, RN
Myla Weiss

N. Sinclair

Nan Reid

Nancy Towle

Naomi South

Naomi Ullian

Nariah Broadus
Natalie Hewitt, AEMT
Navah, RN

Neil Mickenberg
Nelia Horikawa
Neville Berle

Nicole C. Twohig
Nicole Ross

Nicolette Hill

Nikki Stevens

Noah Burke

Noam Almeleh, Esq.
Olivia Graffeo-Cohen
Olivia Pintair

Olivia Plunkett

Olivia Spadola

Olivia Taylor

Pamela Dearborn, RN
Patrick Payne, MPH
Paul Bierman

Paul Dragon

Paul Hayes

Penilee Saulnier

Perri Freeman

Peter Lackowski
Peter Wyman

Pigeon Nelson
Rachel Siegel

Ralph Corbo

Reba Porter, LCMHC, LADC
Rebecca Dibble
Regina B. Hayes
Renée Carpenter

Rev Debbie Ingram
Rev. Ken White

Rex Dazzle

Richard Dunworth
Richard Elliott

Robert Appel

Robert Backus

Robert Sand

Robert Thiefels

Robin Morgan

Ron Sweet

Rory Van Tuinen
Rosalind Richard

Rose Kelly

Roxanne M Carelli
Roxanne Meuse
Roxanne Vought
Russell Bradbury-Carlin
Ruth Miller, RN

Ryan Addario

Sally Borden

Sally Jenks Roth

Sam Hoffer

Samia Abbass

Samuel Kilgus

Sandra Paritz

Sandy Julius

Sara Brown

Sara Headley, FNP
Sara Mason, LCMHC
Sara Piette

Sara Stearns, BSW
Sarah Ashley Simmons
Sarah Carpenter, Burlington City Councilor
Sarah F. George, Chittenden County State's
Attorney

Sarah Hoch

Sarah L. Dopp

Sarah Lyda

Sarah Star

Sarah Vecci

Sarah Wright
Savannah Lord

Scott Clark

Seid Yimer Abate
Sharyl Green

Shayne Galloway, RN
Sierra Sabec

Skylar Maguire

Sophia Emigh

Sophia Rabe
Stephanie C

Stephanie Gomory
Stephanie Szkaradnik, LICSW
Stephanie Woods
Stephen A. Marshall

06




Steve Corliss

Sue Conley

Suki Rubin, RN

Susan Detato

Susan DeWind

Susan M. Buckholz
Susan Ogden

Susan W Ahl

Sybil Schlesinger
Sydney Mahnke, RN
Sylvia Knight

Tara Chasnoff, NP
Tarrah Taylor

Taylar Main, CHMC
Taylor Grimes

Taylor P Erdman

Taylor Ralph

Teo Zagar

Tessalyn Morrison, MD, MPH (PGY-2)
The Venerable Catherine Cooke
The Very Rev. Greta Getlein
Theresa Vezina

Tif Keith

Timothy Bryon Fair, Esq.
Toby MacNutt

Tom Dalton, LADC
Tracy Weatherhogg
Tyson Evans

Valerie Delusky

Venn Sage Wylder
Veronica

Virginia Renfrew

Wendy Coe

Wendy Goodwin, L.Ac.
Will Eberle

Will Porter MD

William S. Grass

Zari Sadri

Zora Duquette-Hoffman
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