Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for having me. My name is Emily Maikoo and I am co-executive director of VSARN. Today, |
want to emphasize the profound significance of Bill S. 282 This legislation is not just about laws and
rules; it's about equity, and that makes it truly important.

Equity is the heart of this bill. It recognizes that fairness isn't a one-size-fits-all concept. This legislation
seeks to create an Education Equity Team Pilot Project, acknowledging that each school district or
supervisory union might need different strategies to address issues like racism, diversity, and inclusion.

Equity is not just a buzzword here; it's the driving force. It's about recognizing that different communities
have different needs and ensuring that every student, regardless of background, gets a fair shot at success.

Bill S. 282 is a promise to build a more equitable educational landscape. Let us champion this cause,
knowing that, in fostering equity, we sow the seeds for a brighter, fairer future.

Thank you.



