
“Natural Disaster” & “Displacement” definition discussion 

Senate Education, 2.14.24 

Beth St. James, Office of Legislative Counsel 

 

VT LEG #374617 v.1 

• Current law, definition of homeless student:  16 V.S.A. § 1075(e)  LEGAL 

RESIDENCE DEFINED; RESPONSIBILITY AND PAYMENT OF EDUCATION OF 

STUDENT 

o (e) For the purposes of this title, the legal residence or residence of a child   

     of homeless parents is the child’s school of origin, as defined in   

     subdivision (c)(1) of this section, unless the parents and another school  

     district agree that the child’s attendance in school in that school district  

     will be in the best interests of the child. A “child of homeless parents”  

     means a child whose parents: 

(1) lack a fixed, regular, and adequate residence; or 

(2) have a primary nighttime residence in a supervised publicly or  

     privately operated shelter for temporary accommodations such  

     as public assistance hotels, emergency shelters, battered  

     women’s shelters, and transitional housing facilities, or a public  

     or private place not designated for, or ordinarily used as, a  

     regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. 

• Natural Disaster 

 

o FEMA, Guide for All-Hazard Emergency Operations Planning 

▪ Disaster:  “An occurrence of a natural catastrophe, technological accident, 

or human-caused event that has resulted in severe property damage, 

deaths, and/or multiple injuries. As used in this Guide, a “large-scale 

disaster” is one that exceeds the response capability of the local 

jurisdiction and requires State, and potentially Federal, involvement. As 

used in the Stafford Act, a “major disaster” is “any natural catastrophe [...] 

or, regardless of cause, any fire, flood, or explosion, in any part of the 

United States, which in the determination of the President causes damage 

of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant major disaster assistance 

under [the] Act to supplement the efforts and available resources or States, 

local governments, and disaster relief organizations in alleviating the 

damage, loss, hardship, or suffering caused thereby.” (glossary) 

 

o FEMA, National Risk Index Technical Documentation 

▪ “Natural hazards are defined as environmental phenomena that have the 

potential to impact societies and the human environment. These should not 

be confused with other types of hazards, such as manmade hazards. For 

example, a flood resulting from changes in river flows is a natural hazard, 

whereas flooding due to a dam failure is considered a manmade hazard, 

and therefore excluded from the National Risk Index.” (5-1, March 2023) 

 

o Homeland Security, Natural Disasters Campus Resilience Program Resource 

Library website 

▪ “Natural disasters include all types of severe weather, which have the 

potential to pose a significant threat to human health and safety, property, 

critical infrastructure, and homeland security. Natural disasters occur both 

https://www.fema.gov/pdf/plan/slg101.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_national-risk-index_technical-documentation.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/natural-disasters
https://www.dhs.gov/natural-disasters
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seasonally and without warning, subjecting the nation to frequent periods 

of insecurity, disruption, and economic loss. These resources serve to 

prepare IHEs for a variety of natural disasters, including winter storms, 

floods, tornados, hurricanes, wildfires, earthquakes, or any combination 

thereof.” 

 

o FEMA, Training Core Definitions 

▪ “Disaster: an event in which a community undergoes severe danger and 

incurs, or is threatened to incur, such losses to persons and/or property that 

the resources available within the community are severely taxed.” 

 

• Displaced or Displacement 

o McKinney-Vento, 42 U.S.C. § 11434a(2) 

▪ (2)  Homeless children and youth 

• (A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence (within the meaning of section 11302(a)(1) of 

this title); and 

• (B) includes-- 

o (i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other 

persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a 

similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 

camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate 

accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional 

shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals; 

o (ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime 

residence that is a public or private place not designed for 

or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for 

human beings (within the meaning of section 

11302(a)(2)(C) of this title); 

o (iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, 

public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, 

bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 

o (iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 

6399 of Title 20) who qualify as homeless for the purposes 

of this part because the children are living in circumstances 

described in clauses (i) through (iii). 

 

o Displace, Miriam Webster 

▪ “to remove from the usual or proper place; specifically:  to expel or force 

to flee from home or homeland” 

https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/downloads/sdd/handout%202-1.pdf

