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An act relating to prohibiting discrimination based on certain hair types and
styles

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. § 4501 1s amended to read:
§ 4501. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(13) “Race” includes traits associated with or perceived to be associated

with race, including hair type, hair texture, hairstyles, and protective hairstyles.

As used in this subdivision, the term “protective hairstyles” includes hairstyles

such as individual braids, cornrows, locs, twists, Bantu knots, afros, afro puffs,

and other formations, as well as wigs, headwraps, and other head coverings.

Sec. 2. 21 V.S.A. § 495d is amended to read:
§ 495d. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(17) “Race” includes traits associated with or perceived to be associated

with race, including hair type, hair texture, hairstyles, and protective hairstyles.

As used in this subdivision, the term “protective hairstyles” includes hairstyles
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such as individual braids, cornrows, locs, twists, Bantu knots, afros, afro puffs,

and other formations, as well as wigs, headwraps, and other head coverings.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.
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