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We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity

belonging to us. When we see land as a community to
which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and
respect.

Aldo Leopold
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FIGURE 1) RELATIVE ABUNDANCE OF TAXONOMIC GROUPS ACROSS THE NORTHEAST

Vertebrates A 600t species
Tracheophytes* ABSO(H:

Mosses, liverworts, fungi & lichens ‘SOO(H

Invertebrates
16,000+

Microbes and micro-organisms
(likely tens of thousands of species,
many yet to be described)

*plants with roots, stems, and leaves

Data from Gawler et. al, 1996 and Native Plant Trust
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FIGURE 2) KNOWN SPECIES VS. ESTIMATED SPECIES RICHNESS

Biologists have described more than 1.8 million species worldwide. Estimations show . Known B Estimated
that the vast majority of living species still have yet to be discovered. (Hunter 2021) (Watson 1995)
Arthropods Other animals Fungi Algae Viruses, bactena & protozoa
1,082,297 213,895 135,110 23,487 15,886
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Brian Swartz - Brent D. Mishler ’ Sarah
Editors

Society for Conservation Biology
& L]
SpeC|eS|s
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ECOLOGICAL

CIVILIZATION

Conservation Biology g
Culture 3 m—r—

The need for ecocentrism in biodiversity conservation

! e | Bron Taylor, Guillaume Chapron, Helen Kopnina, Ewa Orlikowska, Joe Gray, John J. Piccolo B4
How Human | _, y p p Joe Gray, John

EX(EptlonahSm , First published: 18 May 2020 | https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.13541 | Citations: 37

|S Pugh ' ng Planeta ry : . Article Impact statement: : Ecocentric ethical rationales are needed in international research as are ;
. ‘,/ £\ ' \ meetings to build support for biodiversity conservation policies and practices. A B l | N D A N |
Boundaries - , |

iZ SECTIONS T PDF %\, TOOLS <« SHARE

Over the past 5 decades, scientists have been documenting negative anthropogenic

environmental change, expressing increasing alarm, and urging dramatic socioecological E I L E E N C R I S T

Abstract @ B A

OPEN ACCESS @ Springer transformation in response. A host of international meetings have been held, but the

erosion of biological diversity continues to accelerate. Why, then, has no effective political
action been taken? We contend that part of the answer may lie in the anthropocentric

X

“Our cultural and biological manifestations flow from this worldview and snowball
to affect how we interact with other forms of life, the physical world and other

people.”
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Bl Old forest (age class)

Early-successional (size class)
B Early-successional (age class)
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Kellett MJ, Maloof JE, Masino SA, Frelich LE, Faison EK, Brosi SL and Foster DR
(2023) Forest-clearing to create early-successional habitats: Questionable benefits,
significant costs. Front. For. Glob. Change 5:1073677.

doi: 10.3389/ffgc.2022.107367
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NORTHEAST WILDERNESS TRUST Silver-bordered fritillary| Bryan Pfeiffer
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