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New England – “A Great Environmental Story”



Wildlife Dynamics in the New England Landscape









Wildlands, Woodlands, Farmlands & Communities: 
A Conservation Vision for New England

At least 70% of New England conserved as forest (30M acres) 
• 80-90%  of these lands managed as Woodlands (27M acres)

• 10-20% of these lands managed as large Wildlands (3M acres)

7% of New England conserved as farmland (3M acres) 

Smart growth to complement forest and farm conversion







Wildlands



Wildlands in New England 
is the first U.S. study to 

map and characterize all 
permanently conserved 

lands in one region that are 
managed to be forever 

wild.

The study provides a baseline and 
path forward to secure more land as 

Wildlands.



Why we 
need 
Wildlands
Intrinsic value

Biodiversity

Carbon storage

Ecological resiliency

Quiet reflection

Baselines

Global, Regional, Statewide 
Conservation Goals

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve in Vermont

Photo credit: Jerry Monkman



What are Wildlands?
Wildlands are tracts of any size and current condition, permanently protected from development, in which 
management is explicitly intended to allow natural processes to prevail with “free will” and minimal human 
interference. Humans have been part of nature for millennia and can coexist within and with Wildlands 
without intentionally altering their structure, composition, or function.

Colchester Bog, Vermont Monhegan Island, Maine Muddy Pond, Massachusetts Baxter State Park, Maine



Wildlands Criteria

• Wildland Intent

• Management for an Untrammeled Condition

• Permanent Protection

Mohegan Island, Maine

Photo credit: David Foster



81%
of New England is forest.



3.3%
is Wildlands.





Woodlands



Woodlands

Research

Communications

Collaboration













Farmlands
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A New England 
Food Vision

Healthy Food for All
Sustainable Farming and Fishing
Thriving Communities



By 2030, 30% of the food 
consumed in New England is 
produced/harvested/caught 
within New England.

Our collective effort will focus on expanding and fortifying the region's 

food supply and distribution systems in an equitable and inclusive way 

that ensures the availability of adequate, affordable, socially and 

culturally appropriate products under a variety of rapidly changing 
climate, environmental, and public health conditions. 
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Project Goal
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To achieve 30% regional 
production available for 
consumption (in servings), 
400,000 in existing 
underutilized cropland and 
590,000 in new cropland 
would need to be brought into 
production.
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Additional Land Needed in Agricultural 
Production to Achieve 30% RSR





Communities













Questions?


