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STRENGTHENING VERMONT'S FOOD SYSTEM

Vermont Food Security: Roadmap to 2035

Becka Warren, Vermont Farm to Plate/Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund: becka@vsjf.org, (802) 828-7627

Testimony for Joint Appropriations Committee, February 13, 2024

VT Food Security Roadmap
FY2025 Appropriations Requests

Please support the following:

Fund the Vermont Foodbank’s appropriations request for $5 million in base funding for
FY2025.

Roadmap strategy G5.2

Contact: Carrie Stahler, Vermont Foodbank

cstahler@vtfoodbank.org, (802) 793-4923

Fund the Vermont Association of Area Agencies on Aging’s (V4A’s) appropriations request for a
total of $3 million in base funding for Meals on Wheels.
Roadmap strategy G5.1
Contact: Mary Hayden, Vermont Association of Area Agencies on Aging (V4A)
maryh@vermont4a.org, (802) 578-7094

Provide 2-1-1 with the full support it needs to connect everyone in Vermont to the emergency
and everyday services we need 24/7.

Roadmap strategy G2.3

Contact: Carrie Stahler, Vermont Foodbank

cstahler@vtfoodbank.org, (802) 793-4923

Fund NOFA-VT’s appropriation request for $478,500 to support the Crop Cash (Plus) and Farm
Share programs.

Roadmap strategy G5.2

Contact: Maddie Kempner, Policy Director, NOFA-VT

maddie@nofavt.org, (802) 324-1580
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Fund Working Lands at $1.5 million base funding to support business technical assistance,
business expansion, and infrastructure investment on farms across Vermont.
Roadmap strategy A3.1
Contact: Jake Claro, VT Farm to Plate Network at VT Sustainable Jobs Fund
jake@vs;jf.org, (802) 828-5669

Continue to fund the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets’ Agricultural
Development Grant program at $2.3 M. The ADG provides needed infrastructure investment
to scale production, processing, storage, and distribution infrastructure for the meat, maple,
and produce industries.

Roadmap strategy A3.1

Contact: Jake Claro, VT Farm to Plate Network at VT Sustainable Jobs Fund

jake@vsjf.org, (802) 828-5669

Fully fund the Local Foods Incentive (LFI) and the Farm to School and Early Education Grant
Program (FTSEC GP). These two programs work together to bring local food into school meals,
support Vermont Farmers, and grow Vermonters who love local food. The LFl is included in the
Agency of Education budget, and the FTSEC GP is included in the VAAFM Ag Development
budget.

Roadmap strategies G5.3 and G1.1

Contact: Betsy Rosenbluth, VT FEED

brosenbluth@shelburnefarms.org, (802) 355-5193

Fund the Land Access and Opportunity Board (LAOB). The LAOB was created by the Vermont
General Assembly through Act 182 of 2022 to promote racial and social equity in land access
and property ownership. For FY2025, the LAOB is requesting $1.97 million to continue its work
administering grants that help families and collectives from traditionally marginalized and
disadvantaged communities to navigate housing and land access and invest in outreach,
engagement, and staffing.

Roadmap strategies A4.1 and A4.3

Contact: Ornella Matta-Figueroa, LAOB

ornella@vhcb.org, (802) 828-3250

Find the Roadmap at www.vtfarmtoplate.com/vermont-food-security-roadmap
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