(@)
¢ N7 I
&

s

=gl
S

Preservation Trust
of Vermont

90 Main Street, Suite 304
Montpelier, VT 05602
802.658.6647 | www.ptvermont.org
ESTABLISHED 1980

Board of Directors
Lyssa Papazian, Putney {Chair}
Liz Garnache, St. Albans (Vice Chair)
Marlk Beams, East Charleston {Treasurer)
ina Smith, Poultney (Secretary)

Ted Brady. Williston
Christine Graham, Burlington
Elisabeth Kulas, Rutland
Jaime Lee, Poultney
Neale Lunderville. South Burlington
David Marvin, [lyde Park
justin McCabe, Montpelier
Charlie Sincerbesux, South Woodstock
Jeff Stewart, Brandon
David Taplin, South Strafford
Limily Wadhams, Burlinglon
Paul Wyncoop, Orwell

Dirvectors Emeriei*
Georgianna Brush
Margaret (Peg) Garland
George Heller
Henry A Tordan
Gerrit Kouwenhoven
Michael Newbold
Robert Sincerbeaux

President Emeritus*
Paul A. Bruha

Staff
Ben Doyle, President
ben@ptvermont.org

Sarah Bell, Office Manager
sarah @plverment.org

Meg Campbell, Vice President
neg@prvermont.org

Meredith Davis, Fingnc
meredith@plvermont.crg

Lisa Espenshade, Develspment
lisa.esp@ptvermont.org

Tackson Evans, Field Services
jackson@plvermont.org

Eric Gilbertson, Special Projects
eric@ptyermont.org

Jenna Lapachinski, Field Services
jenna@pivermont.org

* Deceased

PTV is an equal opportunity provider.

February 24, 2023

TO: Representative Diane Lanpher, Chair, House Appropriations
Committee and Members of the House Appropriations Committee

Dear Chair Lanpher,

The work of the Preservation Trust of Vermont (‘PTV’) is to build
community through the preservation and revitalization of Vermont's
historic buildings, villages, and downtowns. As an organization that
works on community-led projects across the state (250 projects in
143 communities last year), we have followed with interest the
budget process this year and we would like to share with you what we
see as funding priorities for Vermont communities:

Full statutory funding for the Vermont Housing and Conservation
Board. PTV works closely with VHCB on multiple historic
preservation projects across the state each year and currently co-
holds 59 preservation easements on 83 buildings, 1 structure, and
three architectural sites. Beyond our partnership to save these
historic assets, PTV counts on the leadership of VHCB to help
revitalize our state’s villages and downtowns through their support of
affordable housing development and the rural economy. Coming out
of the pandemic, our most rural communities are particularly fragile.
Now is the time to fully fund VHCB so they can continue to provide the
kind of support these communities need.

Full statutory funding for the Regional Planning Commissions
and Development Corporations. Many rural communities we work
with lack the capacity to envision a community development project
or the skills to apply for and administer complex federal grants. The
technical assistance provided by our RPCs and RDCs is critical to
helping communities take advantage of available resources and as
with VHCB, that work is more important than ever.



¢ Funding our Designated Downtown Organizations. Vermont’s 24
designated downtowns are the places where commerce, culture, and
civic life come together. The relationship between the historic built
environment and our working landscape is the defining feature of
Vermont’s sense of place. For years, under-resourced downtown
organizations have celebrated and activated these incredible assets.
Vermont cannot maintain its sense of place, of community, without
thriving downtowns—especially after Covid and with the rise of
online retail. Providing support to the Agency of Commerce
Designated Downtown Program and to each of our 24 designated
downtowns is essential.

[ recognize that there are many demands on finite State resources. | hope you will
agree, however, that the investments [ have described above will contribute to the
future sustainability of our rural way of life. Having supported communities on the
ground for over 40 years, the Preservation Trust has a solid understanding of what
works in community preservation and revitalization; funding these organizations
WILL make a difference. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Ben Doyle, President



