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WHAT VCGI DOES

LEAD EMPOWERBUILD

Data access, 

visualization and use 
Development and 

use of Statewide 

Geographic Information 
System (GIS) and the 

Coordination it requires

Foundational 

Datasets

This slide is a simplification of duties & responsibilities detailed in 10 VSA Chapter 8 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/10/008


WHAT VCGI DOES

IMAGERY
Learn More

PARCELS/BOUNDARIES
Learn More

ELEVATION
Learn More

Example of our primary data stewardship programs.

https://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-and-programs/imagery-program
https://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-and-programs/parcel-program
https://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-and-programs/lidar-program
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https://unsplash.com/@tvick


1850: Pop. 314,120 1930: Pop. 359,611 

A Very, Very, Brief History of 
Land Use Patterns and 
Related Policies in 20th 
Century Vermont
+ Maps



Norwich University Archives

Norwich University 
circa 1919



8

Church and garage, 

public library and 

cobbler’s shop, 

residence and 

blacksmith shop should 

no longer be side by 

side. K.R.B Flint (1919) 
TOWN PLANNING: 
A Program of Civic Preparedness 
for Vermont Communities

Image: Norwich Record courtesy of UVM 



PLANNING ACT OF 1921

“bylaws for the division of 
the municipality into districts 
or zones based upon the 
height, ground area and use 
of buildings and structures”



TOWN PLANNING A Program of Civic Preparedness for Vermont Communities Cost / Availability

Fundamentals of Road 

Economics: So vitally 

important is the matter 

that the fundamental 

principles should be 

visualized by the Vermont 

public.

Search: ACCD Planning Publications



“Improvement of our 
highways as rapidly as 
may be possible”

Rural Vermont: 

A Program for

the Future (1931)

Vermont Commission on Country Life



Rural Vermont: 

A Program for

the Future (1931)

“The betterment of the 
race is a far more 
important matter than 
can be measured in 
dollars.”

Henry F. Perkins
Photo: UVM Archives
http://www.uvm.edu/~eugenics/perkins.html



Euclidean Zoning and Segregation 

“[apartments are] a mere 

parasite, constructed in 

order to take advantage of 

the open spaces and 

attractive surroundings 

created by the residential 

character of the district”(1926)

Village of Euclid, Ohio v. Ambler Realty Co., 272 U.S. 365



1921
Planning Commission

1931 
Zoning Commissions

1968 
Planning and Development 

Act 1987 
Act 200

2004 
117 Updates

Act 250



“The traditional rural scene 

in Vermont, characterized 

by concentrated settlement 

in villages and open 

countryside dotted with 

farms, is disappearing.”

Every Vermonter must have the 

VISION AND CHOICE: VERMONT'S FUTURE THE STATE FRAMEWORK PLAN (1968)



2010 Census Urban Areas 



Goal: ‘Maintaining historic settlement 
pattern of compact village and urban 

centers separated by rural countryside’ 
24 V.S.A. § 4302



1921
Planning Commission

1931 
Zoning Commissions

1968 
Planning and Development 

Act 1987 
Act 200

1998 
Downtown

Development ActAct 250



1850: Pop. 314,120 1930: Pop. 359,611 2010: Pop. 625,741 



1850: Pop. 314,120 1930: Pop. 359,611 

(DAYTIME POPULATION)

2010: Pop. 625,741 



Jobs



County Population 

Data Source: US Census



Data Source: US Census

Commuting Patterns

Based on work of Garret Dash Nelson



Rural America 
Lost Population 
Over the Past 
Decade for the 
First Time in 
History
(See work Kenneth Johnson, UNH Demographer.)

https://carsey.unh.edu/publication-rural-america-lost-population-over-past-decade-for-first-time-in-history


2021 
Estimates

“On average, smaller counties 
tended to have increases in 
net domestic migration this 
past year, while larger counties 
(those with populations of 
500,000 or more) tended to 
have decreases in net 
domestic migration.”

For first time in years, some 
counties in VT are seeing positive 
net migration.



7-Day Average

Data Source: Google





Report of the Governor's Commission on Vermont's Future: Guidelines for Growth (1988)
-Commission established by Governor Kunin by Executive Order No. 50 in 1987

Land Capability Plan (1971)
- State of Vermont Planning Office

Vision and Choice: Vermont’s Future, The State Framework Plan (1968)
-Vermont Planning Council

Rural Vermont: A Program for the Future, (1931)
-Vermont Commission on Country Life

Town Planning: A Program of Civic Preparedness for Vermont Communities (1919)
-K.R.B. Flint

Referenced Publications

https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-GovCommission-FutureGuidelines-Growth.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fIVUnxSv9eQoAAOWap2sYVVsVV4PHilR
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-VisionChoice-FutureStateFramework-1968.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-RuralVermont-1931.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-TownPlanningVermont-1921.pdf


Learn More: 2022 Year in Review

https://2022.mapvt.com/
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