Vermont Federation of Sportsman’s Clubs
New England Gun Storage Laws

New Hampshire 650-C:1 — Negligent Storage of Firearms

I.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to reduce or limit any existing right to purchase
and own firearms or ammunition, or both, or to provide authority to any state or local
agency to infringe upon the privacy of any family, home or business except by lawful
warrant.

I1. As used in this section, "child," "juvenile" or "youth™ shall mean any person under 16

years of age.

IV. Any person who violates paragraph 111 shall be fined not more than $1,000.

V. This section shall not apply whenever any of the following occurs:

(a) The child has completed firearm safety instructions by a certified firearms safety
instructor or has successfully completed a certified hunter safety course.

(b) The firearm is kept secured in a locked box, gun safe, or other secure locked space, or
in a location which a reasonable person would believe to be secure, or is secured with
a trigger lock or similar device that prevents the firearm from discharging.

(c) The firearm is carried on the person or within such a close proximity thereto so that the
individual can readily retrieve and use the firearm as if carried on the person.

(d) The child obtains or obtains and discharges the firearm in a lawful act of self-defense
or defense of another person.

(e) The person who keeps a loaded firearm on any premises which are under such person’s
custody or control has no reasonable expectation, based on objective facts and
circumstances, that a child is likely to be present on the premises.

() The child obtains the firearm as a result of an illegal entry of any premises by any
person or an illegal taking of the firearm from the premises of the owner without
permission of the owner.

VI. A parent or guardian of a child who is injured or who dies of an accidental shooting shall
be prosecuted under this section only in those instances in which the parent or guardian
behaved in a grossly negligent manner.

VII. Licensees shall conspicuously post at each purchase counter the following warning in
bold type not less than one inch in height: "IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE OWNER OF
A FIREARM SEEK FIREARM SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FROM A CERTIFIED
FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR AND KEEP FIREARMS SECURED FROM
UNAUTHORIZED USE." A licensee failing to display this warning to the purchaser of a
firearm shall be guilty of a violation.


https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/new-hampshire/nh-statutes/new_hampshire_revised_statutes_650-c_1

Maine — 17-A MRSA 8554 — Endangering the welfare of a child

1. A person is guilty of endangering the welfare of a child if that person:

4. ltis an affirmative defense to prosecution under subsection 1, paragraph B-4 that:
A. The loaded firearm is:
(1) Stored in a locked box, locked gun safe or other secure, locked space;
(2) Stored or left in a location that a reasonable person would believe to be secure; or
(3) Secured with a trigger lock or similar device that prevents the firearm from
discharging;

B. The loaded firearm is carried on the person or within such close proximity to the person
that the person can readily retrieve and use the firearm as if the firearm were carried on the
person;

C. A child who in fact gains access to the loaded firearm gains access in order to defend the
child or a 3rd person under the circumstances enumerated in section 108, subsection 2,
paragraph A or B;

D. The person has no reasonable expectation, based on objective facts and circumstances, that
a child is likely to be present on the premises where the person stores or leaves the loaded
firearm;

E. A child in fact gains access to the loaded firearm as the result of a criminal trespass by any
person on the premises where the firearm is stored or left; or

F. A child in fact gains access to the loaded firearm as the result of a theft of the firearm by
any person from the premises where the firearm is stored or left.



https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec554.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec108.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec108.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17-A/title17-Asec108.html

Massachusetts General Laws ¢.140 § 131L

. It shall be unlawful to store or keep any stun gun in any place unless
such weapon is secured in a locked container accessible only to the owner or other lawfully
authorized user. For purposes of this section, such weapon shall not be deemed stored or kept if
carried by or under the control of the owner or other lawfully authorized user.

(b) A violation of this section shall be punished, in the case of a firearm, rifle or shotgun that is
not a large capacity weapon, by a fine of not less than $1000 nor more than $7,500 or by
imprisonment for not more than 1 % years or by both such fine and imprisonment and, in the
case of a large capacity weapon or machine gun, by a fine of not less than $2,000 nor more than
$15,000 or by imprisonment for not less than 1 % years nor more than 12 years or by both such
fine and imprisonment.

(c) A violation of this section shall be punished, in the case of a rifle or shotgun that is not a large
capacity weapon and the weapon was stored or kept in a place where a person younger than 18
years of age who does not possess a valid firearm identification card issued under section 129B
may have access without committing an unforeseeable trespass, by a fine of not less than $2,500
nor more than $15,000 or by imprisonment for not less than 1 %2 years nor more than 12 years or
by both such fine and imprisonment.

(d) A violation of this section shall be punished, in the case of a rifle or shotgun that is a large
capacity weapon, firearm or machine gun that was stored or kept in a place where a person
younger than 18 years of age may have access without committing an unforeseeable trespass, by
a fine of not less than $10,000 nor more than $20,000 or by imprisonment for not less than 4
years nor more than 15 years or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(e) A violation of the provisions of this section shall be evidence of wanton or reckless conduct
in any criminal or civil proceeding if a person under the age of 18 who was not a trespasser or
was a foreseeable trespasser acquired access to a weapon, unless such person possessed a valid
firearm identification card issued under section 129B and was permitted by law to possess such
weapon, and such access results in the personal injury to or the death of any person.

(F) This section shall not apply to the storage or keeping of any firearm, rifle or shotgun with
matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap or similar type of ignition system manufactured in or prior
to the year 1899, or to any replica of any such firearm, rifle or shotgun if such replica is not
designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition.


https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mass-general-laws-c140-ss-131l

New York Section 265.45
Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearms in the first degree
Penal (PEN) CHAPTER 40, PART 3, TITLE P, ARTICLE 265

§ 265.45 Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearms in the first degree.

3. For purposes of this section "safe storage depository™ shall mean a safe or other secure
container which, when locked, is incapable of being opened without the key, keypad,
combination or other unlocking mechanism and is capable of preventing an unauthorized
person from obtaining access to and possession of the weapon contained therein and shall be
fire, impact, and tamper resistant. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect, impair or
supersede any special or local act relating to the safe storage of rifles, shotguns or firearms
which impose additional requirements on the owner or custodian of such weapons. For
the purposes of subdivision two of this section, a glove compartment or glove box shall not
be considered an appropriate safe storage depository.

4. 1t shall not be a violation of this section to allow a person less than eighteen years of age
access to:

I.  afirearm, rifle or shotgun for lawful use as authorized under paragraph seven or seven-
e of subdivision a of section 265.20 of this article, or

1. arifle or shotgun for lawful use as authorized by article eleven of the environmental
conservation law when such person less than eighteen years of age is the holder of a
hunting license or permit and such rifle or shotgun is used in accordance with such law.

Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearms in the first degree is a class A misdemeanor.


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/PEN/265.45
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