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Chair LaLonde, Vice Chair Burditt and distinguished committee members: Unchained At Last is a survivor-led nonprofit working 
to end forced and child marriage in Vermont and across the United States through direct services and advocacy. We at 
Unchained urge you to vote “YES” on H148 and eliminate the archaic, harmful practice of child marriage.  
 
Child marriage is a significant problem in Vermont. The marriage age is 181 but the law includes an alarming loophole: A parent 
may enter a 16- or 17-year-old into marriage merely by signing a form, without any input from the teen.2 
 
Dangers in the Current Law 

• The law provides no recourse for teens whose parents are forcing them into an unwanted marriage.  

• Minors are automatically emancipated upon marriage,3 likely ending their parents’ financial obligation to them, regardless of 
the minors’ level of financial independence.4 This can lead to teen homelessness, especially since 70-80% of marriages 
before age 18 end in divorce.5 
 

Devastating Consequences of Child Marriage 

• Even mature 16 or 17-year-olds can easily be forced into marriage or forced to stay in a marriage before they attain the rights 
of adulthood at age 18.6 They cannot easily leave home,7 enter a shelter,8 retain an attorney9 or independently bring a legal 
action.10 
o While marriage gives minors some “rights of adulthood,”11 these rights are limited – they do not extend, for example, to 

federal or state laws with specific age requirements12 – and they arrive too late, only after a minor has endured the trauma 
of a forced marriage. 

• Child marriage, even at 16 or 17, is a recognized “human rights abuse”13 that destroys girls’ health, education and economic 
opportunities,14 and increases their risk of experiencing violence.15  

• Those who marry before 18 have a 70-80% chance of divorcing – and teen mothers who marry and then divorce are more 
likely to suffer economic deprivation and instability than teen mothers who stay single.16 

 
Alarming Statistics 

• Some 298 children, two as young as 15, were married in Vermont between 2000 and 2022.17 

• Some 80% were girls wed to adult men an average of 4.2 years older.18 
 
H148: Commonsense Solution 
Vermont can solve this problem by passing HB148 and eliminating the dangerous loophole that allows minors to be entered into 
marriage. States and territories across the U.S. are moving to pass legislation to this effect, since it costs nothing, harms no one 
and ends a human rights abuse. Please vote “YES” on H148 and finally end the archaic, harmful practice of child 
marriage. 
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