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Climate Action Plan Timeline

Initial Climate

First meeting of Action Plan Adopted

the Vermont by the Vermont

Climate Council Climate Council

November 20, 2020 December 1, 2021

® ® ® ® _ 2
Global Warming Subcommittees Irrfplementa!tion of
Solutions Act begin meeting Climate Action Plan
Ongoing

Enacted February 2021 Fut lterati f th
September 23, 2020 uture fterations o €

o Climate Action Plan
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Climate Action Office - Vision

**The policies, programs and tools needed to implement climate mitigation, adaptation, and
resilience strategies will require a long-term intergovernmental structure to coordinate and
manage this statewide effort.

¢ Will coordinate and provide significant expertise and capacity on state-led climate
initiatives, as well as the monitoring, assessment and tracking of climate adaptation,
mitigation, and resilience activities.

¢ Work closely within the Agency of Natural Resources, across state Agencies, and with state
climatologist to understand the actions state government are taking to make measurable
progress to meeting the requirements and goals of the Global Warming Solutions Act.

s Acknowledgment of the importance of the public’s role, specifically those of frontline and
impacted communities, in enabling climate action. 27~ VERMONT
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Supported through an Inter-Agency Advisory Board

The objectives of this group will be the following: it will include the following
, , o , governmental agencies:
1. To provide a space for proactive coordination on climate
action across state government.
) : : . T e PSD
2. Articulating where policy and financial implications e AOT
overlap around climate action to ensure resources are e ANR
maximized. e VEM
3. To support the monitoring of progress over time in e AAEM
meeting the state’s climate goals.
4. Identification and frami f here the climate | © Do
: er\ | |ca.|on a.n rar.mrfg.up of gaps where the climate e AHS (DCF and VDH)
action office might prioritize support. e ACCD
5. Development of state positions on issues related to : :
, e State Climatologist
climate change.
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Aims to cut climate pollution 40% below 1990 levels
by 2030

¢ approximately half of 2005 levels
INITIAL VERMONT CLIMATE

5 o
ACTION PLAN Prioritize those who are most affected

\

Shaped by five subcommittees
¢ Wwith public input
¢ in coordination with CEP
Updated at least every 4 years
Contains 24 pathways, 64 strategies and 234 actions

Implementation section to inform decision-making

2B T

Framework for measuring progress
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Vermont’s Historical Greenhouse Gas Emissions

8.64 (1990) 9.98 (2005)

10

GWSA requirement:
26% reduction

1.73

@, 8.64 (2018) below 2005 levels

8 by 2025
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§ GWSA requirement:

t 40% reduction

% below 1990 levels

S 6 by 2030

3 GWSA

w requirement:
@) 80% reduction
© below 1990

S 4 levels by 2050
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HISTORICAL

EMISSIONS

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

M Transportation M Thermal M Electricity M Industrial Processes M Waste Management

Source: Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Vermont GHG Emissions Inventory and Forecast (1990-2017), 2021. ‘_ £ A N
= NERGY ACTION NETWORK
W
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Reduce
Emissions

A Comprehensive \
Approach to
Addressing

Climate Change

Adapt & Build
Resilience

7~ VERMONT
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Resilien

t Natural and Working Lands

Forest cover (millions of acres)

2005
4,581,767 ac

Year

Estimated forest loss
since 2005:
58,678 ac
4,191 ac/yr

2019:
4,523,089 ac

acres harvested

250,000

150

000 1

),000 4

2000

2010

2020

Crop Description

-e- HAY, (EXCL ALFALFA)
-+~ HAYLAGE, (EXCL ALFALFA)
-+~ CORN (grain + silage)
# HAYLAGE, ALFALFA
HAY, ALFALFA
Minor grains + soy
VEG. (incl. sweet corn)

Program
* CENSUS
4 INTERPOLATED
= SURVEY




Resilient working and natural lands

Invest in agricultural and working lands management practices that mitigate
emissions and improve resilience

 Many of the same practices that are important for clean water are also beneficial
for climate (i.e., cover crops, reduced tillage, expanded buffers)

Expand nature-based solutions and understanding of TEK
* |nvest in strategic conservation
 Promote healthy, connected river corridors, floodplains, and wetlands

Support and empower Vermont’s natural and working landowners, managers, and
caretakers, and expand local markets

Increasing Carbon Storage

Develop and implement programs which incentivize management practices which maintain or
increase carbon storage

 Changes to Use Value Appraisal (UVA) program, Carbon markets, Payment for ecosystem
services



Mitigation

Advancing Emissions Reductions into the Climate Action Office
KEY SUCCESSES: ONE MAJOR STRUGGLE: PRIORITY FOR 2023:




Resilience and Adaptation

Integrating Resilience and Adaptation into the Climate Action Office

KEY SUCCESSES: ONE MAJOR STRUGGLE: PRIORITY FOR 2023:

7~ VERMONT
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Natural and Working Lands

Integrating Natural and Working Lands into the Climate Action Office

KEY SUCCESSES: ONE MAJOR STRUGGLE: PRIORITY FOR 2023:

7~ VERMONT
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PRECIPITATION

Measuring and Tracking Progress

HISTORIC &

1 Y o0 e
PRECIPITATION WIND SPEED TEMPERATURE
HA = ¢

Integrating Data and Measuring Progress into the Climate Action Office

KEY SUCCESSES: ONE MAJOR STRUGGLE: PRIORITY FOR 2023:

7~ VERMONT
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- \' Community Engagement and Communications

Integrating Community Engagement and Communications
into the Climate Action Office
KEY SUCCESSES: ONE MAJOR STRUGGLE: PRIORITY FOR 2023:

7~ VERMONT
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State Climate Action Goals - 2023

Building Resilient Communities

Acting on climate change requires not only action on emissions reduction and carbon sequestration
but increasing resilience. To help Vermonters and VT communities increase their resilience to the
hazards posed by climate change, State government is building upon successful programs that
provide tools and resources to help communities take adaptation actions to prepare for the current
and future impacts of climate change.

A

Natural and Working Lands

Natural and working lands, including forests and farmland, are an annual source of carbon
sequestration and contribute to greenhouse gas emissions reductions and midcentury net zero goals.
Vermont is part of a regional collaboration to standardize greenhouse gas and carbon sequestration
accounting and to increase both private and public investment in management for carbon
sequestration on a natural and working lands.



Contact Us

www.climatechange.vermont.gov

Jane Lazorchak, (802) 505-0561, jane.lazorchak@vermont.gov
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https://climatechange.vermont.gov/
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