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*Other perennial vegetation includes grasslands, shrub/scrublands, and turf

Natural & Working Lands (NWL)
cover 94% of Vermont

Data source: 2016 National Land Cover Database; Images courtesy FPR



Vermont Landscape
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Vermont Landscape

Steep (slope >15%)

Mountainous

Shallow Depth to Bedrock (<20 in)
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Vermont Landscape
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Wet (wetlands & hydric soils)
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Vermont Landscape
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Total Harvested Cropland
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Total Woodland
47%

Permanent Pasture
10%

Land in infrastructure, 
ponds, etc.
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Harvested Corn (ac.) Harvested Hayland (ac.)

Harvested Other Crops (ac.) Harvested Soybeans (ac.)

Land in Agriculture

Source: 2017 USDA NASS Ag Census

Land managed by farms in Vermont, 2017

Land in Farms 1,131,682
Total Harvested Cropland 417,925
Total Woodland 527,520
Permanent Pasture 112,348
Land in infrastructure, ponds, etc. 73,889

Total Cropland Harvested 417,925
Total Corn in VT 90,216
Total Hayland in VT 310,127
Total Other in VT 417,925
Total Soybeans 4,804



Source: 2017 USDA NASS Ag Census

-32%
Percentage decrease in total cropland from 1987 to 2017



Source: 2017 USDA NASS Ag Census  
Source: https://s30428.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/10/AFT_NE_FUT-10_14_20_rev.pdf

Since 1987, Vermont has lost 
32%  (or 228,290 ac.) of 

cropland
Census Category 1987 2017
Farms 5,877 6,808
Acres Land Managed by Farms 1,407,868 1,193,437
Total Cropland 707,970 479,680

Trends 2001 - 2016

https://s30428.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/10/AFT_NE_FUT-10_14_20_rev.pdf


Current Use Trends

Source: https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/RP-1295-2023.pdf

Since 1987, Vermont has lost 
32%  (or 228,290 ac.) of 

cropland

5,528 decrease in ag acres since 2012
238,010 increase in forest acres

https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/RP-1295-2023.pdf


Ag Land Conservation Efforts

Source: https://vhcb.org/our-programs/conservation/farmland-conservation
Source: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/ALE_magazine_1.pdf

https://vhcb.org/our-programs/conservation/farmland-conservation
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/ALE_magazine_1.pdf


VAAFM Primary Agricultural Soils Review

Source: https://agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/agriculture/files/Criterion%209(B)%20Report%20Final.pdf
Source: https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Legislative-Reports/VAAFM-Report-248-Proceedings-SFY22-Report.pdf

https://agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/agriculture/files/Criterion%209(B)%20Report%20Final.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Legislative-Reports/VAAFM-Report-248-Proceedings-SFY22-Report.pdf
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